Li CBA hwy 


~ 
Theological Seminary, 
| PRINCETON, N. J. 

| y Case, Sc Bo. 
| | Shelf, | 10 Tesi oe.) 
Book,, 


| 
| FROM 
| 
| 


(At be te fe Cols LE Pe. 
| Received 


í er OF he 


a 
5 


e 
ez A DONATION 


No Gofs, No Crown, 
ps 
In Two PARTS, 


« al < 


an 


“\- 
4 fl >) +s 


e q D itm = -E a - >a 


Ss S E 
did. } N aton 
great) aA. S 


À GEG 


„s © DRR 


VI". A 12°90 COMM 
No Crofs, no Crepe, fe 

/ - Dipali Pare the FIRST ax 
Containing a 


DISCOURSE, 


Shewing the 


NATURE and DISCIPLINE 
Of the Hory 


Crofs of Chrift, 


The Denya? of SELF, and daily Bearing of 
CHRIST’s CROSS, is the alone Way to 
the Ref and Kingdom of Go p, 


By WILLIAM PEN® 


The Erguts Epirion, Corrected, 


ell 


And Jefus faid unto his Dsfeipless 3 If any Man will come after me, 
let him deny himfelf, and take up his dail CROSS, and 
follow me, Luke 19. 23. 


{ have fought a good Fight, I have finifbed my Course, I have kept 
the Faith: Hence there is laid up for mea CROWN of 
Righteoufnefs, «hich the Lord the Righteous Judge feall give re 
at that Day; and not tome onip, but ynto all them alfo, that 
loue bis Appearing. 2 Tim. 4. 7. 8, 


ir LEEDS: Printed by James LISTER, 1742s 


4 psc ac 


BU “Bo rine ` ria 


_— —— ese -> a p” -. 
> wrar ATI 
"e i 


=_- 


-4 


d 1 
Te A rs a Ceai y 9 


T TE t» "l 7 4 


ome T 
Tsay” TEE Arey Si i 


J 


PREFACE. 


T HE great Bufinefs of Man’s Life 
is, toanfwer the End for which be 
7 Lives , and that is, To glorify God, 
and fave his own Soul: This is the Decree 
of Heaven, as old asthe World. But fo it is, 
that Man mindeth nothing lefs than what be 
fhould moft mind, and defpifeth to inquire into 
his own Being, its Original, Duty aad End, 
chufing rather to dedicate bis Days (the Steps 
he bould make to Bleffednefs ) to gratify the 
Pride, Avarice, and Luxury of bis Heart, as 
if he bad been Born for bimfelf, or rather gi- 
ven bimfelf Being, and fo not fubjed to the 
Reckoning and Judgment of a Superior Power. 
To this wild and lamentable Pafs, bath poor 
Man brought himfelf, by bis Difobedience to the 
Law of God in his Heart, by doing that which 
he knows he fhould not do, and leaving un- 
done what he knows he fhould do. Md as 
Jong as this Difeafe continueth upon Man, he 
will make his God his Enemy, . and bimfelf un- 
capable of tbe Love and Salvation that he bath 
manifefted by bis Son, Jesus CHRIST, to the 
World, 
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If, Reader, thou art fuch an one, my Coik- 
fel to thee is, to retire into Thy Self, and take. 
a View of the Condition of thy Soul ; for Chritt 
bath given thee Light with which to do it: 
Search carefully and throughly, thy Life is 
upon it, thy Soul is at Stake. °Tis but once to 
be done; if thou abufeh thy felf in it, the Lofs 
is irreparable, the World is not Price enough 
to Ranfom thee: Wilt thou then for fucha 
World, be-late thy felf, over-hay the Time of thy 
Salvation, and lofe thy Soul? Thou haft to do 
( I grant thee) with great Patience, but that 
alfo muf: have an End: Therefore provoke not 
that God that made thee, to reject thee. Dof 
thou know what it is? ’Tis Topher, ’till Hell, 
the eternal Anguifh of the damned. Of! 
Reader, as one knowing the Terrors of the Lord, 
I perfwade thee to be ferious, diligent and fer- 
vent about thy own Salvation! Ay, and as one 
knowing the Comfort, Peace, Joy and Pleafure 
of the Ways of Righteoufne/s too, I exhort and 
invite thee, to embrace the Reproofs and Con: 
victions of Chrift’s Light and Spirit in thine 
own Confcience, and bear the Judgment, whe 
bas wrought the Sin. The Fire burns but the 
Stubble; the Wind blows but the Chaff: 
Yield up thy Body, Soul and Spirit, te bhim thet 
maketh all Things new; new Heavens and new 
Earth, new Love, new Foy, new Peace, new 
Works, a new Life and Converfation. Menare 
grown corrupt and grofly by Sin, and they muf 
be faved through Fire, which purgeth it away 
therefore the Ward of GOD is compar’d to a 
Fire, and the Day of Salvation to an Oven; 
and CHRIST bim/elf to. a Refiner of Gold, 
and a Purifier of Silver, 

Come, 
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Come, Reader, hearken to me awhile, I feek 
thy Salvation, that’s my Plot, thou wilt for- 
give me. A Refiner is come near thee, bis 
Grace bath appear’d to thee: It foews thee the 
World's Lufts, and teachetb thee to deny them. 
Receive bis Leaven, and it will Change thee: 
His Medicine, and it will Cure thee: He is as 
infallible as free; without Money, and with 
Certainty. A Touch of his Garment did it of 
Old ; ét will doit Rill: His Virtue is the fame, 
it cannot be exbaulted: For in Him the fulnefs 
dwells: Bleffed be God for his fufficiency. He 
laid Help upon him, that he might be Mighty 
to fave all that come to God through him: 
Do thou fo, and he will change thee: Ay, thy 
wile Body, like unto his glorious Body. He is 
the great Philofopher indeed, the Wifdom of God, 
that turns Lead into Gold, vile Things into Things 
Precious: For be maketh Saints out of Sinners, 
and almoft Gods of Men. What refs to us 
then, that we muft do, to be thus Witneffes of bis 
Power and Love? This isthe CROWN: 
But where isthe CROSS? Where is the 
bitter Cup and bloody Baptifm? Come, Rea- 
der, be like bim; for this tranfcendant Foy, lift 
up thy Head above the World, then thy Salva» 
tion will draw nigh indeed. 

Chrif?s CROSS, is Chrift’s Way to 
Chrift’s CROWN This is the Subjeét of 
the following Difccurfe; firft writ during my 
Confinement in the Tower of London, in the 
dear 1668, now re-printed with great Enlarge- 
ments of Matter and Teftimonies,~ that Thou, 
Reader, may f be won to Chrit; and if won 
already, brought nearer to him. Tis a Path, 
God in bis everlafting Kindnefs guided my Feet, 
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into, inthe Flower of my Youth, when about 
two and twenty Years of Age: Then be took me 
by the Hand, and led me out of the Pleafures, 
Vanities, and Hopes of the World. I bave taft- 
ed of Chris Judgments, and of bis Mercies, 
of the World’s Frowns and Reproaches: T 
rejoice in my Experience, and dedicate it to thy 
Service in Chrift. Tis a Debt I bave long 
ow'd, and has been long expected: I have now 
paid it, and delivered my Soul. To my Coun- 
try, and to the World of Chriftians I leave it: 
My God, if he pleafe, make it effectual to them 
all, and turn their Hearts from that Envy, Ha- 
tred and Bitternefs, they have one againft ano- 
ther, about worldly Things, ( facrificing Hu- 
manity and Charity to Ambition and Covetoufnefs, 
for which they fill the Earth with Trouble and 
Oppreffion ) that receiving the Spirit of Chrift 
into their Hearts, ( the Fruits of which are 
Love, Peace, Joy, Temperance and Patience, 
Brotherly-Kindnefs and Charity ) they may in 
Body, Soul and Spirit, make a Triple League 
avainft the World, the Flefh and the Devil, the 
only commou Enemies of Mankind; and having 
conquered them through a Life of Seif-Denial, 
by the Power of the CROSS of JESUS, 
they may at laft attain to the eternal Reft and 
Kingdom of GOD. 


So defireth, fo prayeth, 
Friendly Reader, 
Thy fervent Chriftian Friend, 
William Penn, 
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&. r. Of the Necefity of th CROSS of 
CHRIST in general, yet the little 
Regard Chriftians have toit. §. 2. The De- 
generacy of Chriftendom, from Purity to Luft; 
and Moderation to Excefs. §. 3. That World- 
ly Lufts and Pleafures are become the Care and 
Study of Chriftians, fo that they have advanced 
upon the Impiety of Infidels. §. 4. This Defeétion, 
a fecond Part to the Jewith Tragedy, and wor fe 
than the Firft: The Scorn Chriftians have caf 
on their Saviour. §. 5. Sin of one Nature all 
the World over; Sinners are of the fame 
Church, the Devils Children: Profeffion of 
Religion in wicked Men, makes them but the 
worfe. §. 6. AWscif is not a Lamb; a Sin- 
ner cannot be ( whilft fuch ) a Saint. §. 7. 
The wicked will perfecute the geod , this falfé 
Chriftians have done to the True, for Non- 
compliance with their Superftitions: The 
firange carnal Meafures falfe Chriftians have 
taken of Chriftianity , the Danger of that Self- 
feduction. §. 8. The Senfe of That bas obliged 
me to this Difcourfe for a diffwafive againft 
the World’s Lufts, and an Invitation to take 
ap the daily Crofs of Chrif, ds the Way left 
us by bim to Bleffednefs. §. 9. Of the Self- 
Condemnation of the Wicked, That Religion 
R l and 
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and Worfhip are comprifed in doing the Wilf 
of God. The Advantage good Men have upon 
bad Men in the laft Judgment. §. 10. A Sup- 
plication for Chnftendom, that fhe may not 
be rejected in that great Affize of the World, 
She is exhorted to confider what Relation fhe 
bears to Chrif , if ber Saviour! how faved ? 
and from what? What ber Experience is of 
that great Work. That Chri came to fave 
from Sin, and Wrath by Confequence: Not 
fave Men in Sin, but from it, and fo the 
Wages of it. 


§. 1. HOUGH the Knowledge and 
Obedience of the Doctrine of 
the Crofs of Chrift be of infinite 

Moment to the Souls of Men ( for that it is 

the only Door to true Chriftianity, and that 

Path the Ancients ever trod to Bleffednefs ; ) 

yet with extream Affliction let me fay, it is fo 

little underftood, fo much negleéted, and what 
is worfe, fo bitterly contradicted by the Vanity, 

Superftition and Intemperance of profeft Chrif- 

tians, that we muft either renounce to believe, 

what the Lord7e/us hath told us, That who/foever 

Goth not bear his Crofs and come after him, can- 

not be bis Difciple: Or, admitting that for 

Truth, conclude, that the generality of Chrift- 

endom do miferably deceive and difappoint 

thentfelves in the great Bufinefs of Chriftianity 
and their own Salvation. 

§. 2. For let us be never fo tender and cha- 
ritable in the Survey of thofe Nations, that ir- 
title themfelves to any Intereftin the holy Name 
of Chrift, if we will but be juft too, we muft 
needs acknowledge, that after all the gracious 

Advan- 
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Advantages of Light, and Obligations to Fide- 
lity, which thefe latter Ages of the’ World have 
received by the Life, Doctrine, Miracles, Death, 
Refurrection, and Afcenfion of Chrift, with the 
Giftsof his holy Spirit, to which add the Wri- 
tings, Labours, and Martyrdom of his dear Fol- 
lowers in all Times, there feems very little left of 
Chriftianity but the Name: Which being now 
ufurpt by the old Heathen-Nature and Life, 
makes the Profeffors of it but true Heathens 
in difguife. For though they worfhip not the 
fame Idols, they worfhip Chrift with the fame 
Heart: And they can never do otherwife, 
whilft they live in the fame Lufts. So that the 
unmertified Chriftian, and the Heathen are of 
the fame Religion. For tho’ they have different 
Objects, to which they do direct their Prayers, 
that Adoration in both is but forc’d and cere- 
monious, and the Deity they truly Worfhip, 
is the God of the World, the great Lord of 
Luís; to him they bow with the whole Powers 
of Soul and Senfe. What fhall we eat? What 
foallwe drink? What fhallwewear? Andhow fhaill 
we pafs away our Time? Which way may we accu- 
mulate Wealth, increafe our Power, enlarge our 
Territories, and dignifieand perpetuate our Names 
and Families in the Earth? Which bafe Senfua- 
lity is moft pathetically expreft and compriz’d 
by the beloved Apoftle obn, in thefe Words: 
The luf of the Flefh, the luft of the Eye, and the 
Pride of Life, which (fays he) are not of the Fa- 
ther, but of theWorld, that lieth in Wickednefs. 
§. 3. Itis a mournful Reflection, buta Truth 
no Confidence can be great enough to deny, 
that thefe worldly Lufts fill up the Study, Care 
and Converfation of wretched Chriftendom ! 
B 2 And 


I fo 


hn x, 


16. 


4. No Crofs, no Crown. 


And which aggravates the Mifery, they have 
grown with Time. For as the World is older, 
it is worfe; and the Examples of former lewd 
Ages and their miferable Conclufions, have not 
deterr’d, but excited ours; fo that the People 
of Fhis feem Improvers of the old Stock of Im- 
‘piety, and have carried it fo much farther than 
Example, that inftead of Advancing in Virtue 
upon better Times, they are fcandaloufly fallen 
below theLife of Heathens: TheirHigh-minded- 
nefs, Lafciviouinefs, Uncleannefs, Drunkennefs, 
Swearing, Lying, Envy, Back-biting, Cruelty, 
Treachery, Covetoufnefs, Injuftice and Oppreffi- 
ön are fo common, and committed with fuch In- 
vention and Excefs, that they have ftumbled 
and embitter’d Infidels to a Degree of {corning 
that holy Religion, to which their good Exam- 
ple fhould have won their A ffections. 

§. 4. This miferable Defection from primi- 
tive Times, when the Glory of Chriftianity was 
the Purity of its Profeffors, I cannot but call the 
ad and worft Part of the Jewifh Tragedy upon 
the bleffed Saviour of Mankind: For the Jews 
from the Power of Ignorance, and the extream 
Prejudice they were under to the unworldly way 
of hts Appearance, would not acknowledge him 
when he came, but for two or three Years perfe- 
cuted and finally crucified him in one Day. Bue 
the falfe Chriftian’s Cruelty lafts longer; they 
have firft with Judas profeit him, and then for 
thefe many Ages moft bafely betrayed, perfe- 
cuted and crucified him, by a perpetual Apoftacy 
in manners from the felf-denial and holinefs of 
his Doétrine ; their Lives giving the Lye to their 
Faith. Thefe are they that the Author to the 

Hes. 6,6, Hebrews tells us, Crucifie to themfelves the Son A 
Go 
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God afrefo, and put him to open fhame: Whofe 
defiled Hearts Yoba in his Revelation {tiles the Rev. s1 
Streets of Sodom andEgypt, /piritually fo called, ft 
ide he bebeld the Lord Fefus crucified, long af. 
ter he had been afcended. And as Chrift faid 
to others, AMay’s Enemies are thofe of bis owu 
Houfe; So Chrift’s Enemies now, are chiefly 
thofe of his ownProfeffion: They fi t upon him, Mat. 27. 
they nail and pierce him, they crown him with 
T horns, ond give kim Gall and Kaga to drink. 
Nor is it hard to apprehend, for they that live 
in the fame evil Nature and Principle the Jews 
did, that crucified him‘ outwa rdly, muft needs 
crucify him inwardly ; ; fince they that reject 
the Grace ! now in their own Hearts, are one In 
ftock and generation with the’ hard-hearted 
Jews, thet refitted the Grace, that then ap 
peared | in and by Chrift. 
§ 5. Sin is of one Natureall the World over; 
for tho’ a Lyar is not a Drunkard, nora Swear- 
er a Whoremonger, nor either properly a Mur- 
derer ; yet they are ‘all of a Church; all Bran- 
ches of the one wicked Root; all of Kin: 
‘They have but one Father, the Degil: AS Joh.8. 34, 
Chrift faid to the profeffing a a he vifible te he 45 ~ 
Church of that Age: He flighted’ “heir Preten- 
fions to Abrabam and Mofes, and plainly told 
them, that he that committed Sin, was tke Serr 
vant of Sin. They did'the Devil's works, and 
therefore were the Devil’s Children: The 
Argument will’always hold upon the fame Rea- 
~ and therefore good ftill: ` His Servants 
ox are ( faith Paul ) whom you pbey; And | | 
Taith Fokn to the Church of old, Let no Man de- ar p 
feive you; be that committeth Sin, is of the Deuil. 
Was Judas ever the better Chriftian for cry- 


ine 
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Pan 26. ing, Hail Majfter, and kiffing Chrit? By no 
Means ; they were the Signal lof hisTreachery ; 
the Token given, by which the bloody Jews 
fhould know and take him. He call’d him 
Matter, but betray’d him ; he kifs’d, but fold him 
to be kild. This is the upfhot of the falfe 
Chriftian’s Religion. Ifa Man afk them, is 
Chrift your Lord? he willcry, God forbid elfe. 
Xes, be is our Lord. Very well, but do you 
keep his Commandments? No, bow fhould we ? 
How then are you his Difciples? Jt is impoffible, 
fay they, What, would you have us keep his Com- 
mandments ? no Man can. What! impofible to 
do that, without which Chrift hath made it im- 
poifible to be a Chriftian ? Is Chrift unreafon- 

Mat. 25. able? Does be reap where be hasnot fown? Re- 

“+ quire, where he has not enabled? Thus it is, 
that with Judas they call him Mafter, but take 

Part with the Evil of the World to betray him ; 

kifs and embrace him, as far as a fpecious 

Profeffion goes; and then fell him to gratifie 

the Paffion that they moft indulge. Thus, as 

God faid of Old, they make him ferve with their 

Sins, and for their Sins too. 

§. 6. [et no Man deceive his own Soul, Grapes 
are not gathered of Thorns, nor Figs of Thiftles : 
‘A Wolfs not a Sheep, nor isa Vulturea Dove. 
W hat F orm, People or Church foever thou art 
of, ’tis the Truth of God to Mankind, they 
that have even the Form cf Gadling but 
( by their unmortified Lives) deny the Power 
thereof, make not the true, but falfe Church : 
Which, tho’ fhe intitle herfelf the Lamb’s Bride 
orChurch ofChrift, fheis that myftery or mytteri- 
‘cus Babylon, fitly called by the Holy Ghoft the 
Bey. 17. 5. Me fotber oj f Harlots, and all Abominatzons ; becaule 

dege- 
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degenerated from Chriftian Chaftity and Purity 
into all the Enormities of Heathen-Babylon ( a 
fumptuous City of old Time, much noted for the 
Seat of the Kings of Babylon, and at that Time 
the Place in the World of greateft Pride and 
Luxury. ) As fhe was then, fo myftical Babylon 
is now, the great Enemy of God’s Feeple. 

§. 7. True it is, they that are born of apace pes ap 
m g perfecute them that are born of the Epi- 
rit; who are the Circumcifion in Heart. It 
fems they cannot own nor worfhip God after 
her Inventions, Methods and Prefcriptiens, nor 
receive for Doftrine, her vain Traditions, any 
more than they can comply with her corrupt Fa- 
fhions and Cuftoms in theirConverfation. The 
Cafe being thus, from an Apoftate fhe becomes 
a Perfecutor. ’Tis not enough that fhe her felf 
declines from ancient Purity ; ; others muft do fo 
foo: She will give them no Reft, that will not 
partake with her in that Degeneracy, or receive 
her Mark. Are any Wifer than fhe ? Than Mo- 
ther Church? No, no: Nor can any make War 
with the Beaft fhe rides upon, thofe worldly 
Powers that protect her, and vow her Mainte- 
nance againft theCries of herDiffenters. Apoftacy 
and Superftition are ever Proudand Impatient of 
diffent; all muft conform or perifn; therefore 
the flain Witneffes, and Blood of the Souls under Rev. €. 3. 
the Altar are found within the Walls of this my- l 
{tical Babylon, this great City of falfe Chriftians, 
and'are charg’d upon her by the Holy Ghoft, 
in the Revelation. Nor is it ftrange, that fhe 
fhould flay the Servants, who firft crucified the 
Lord. But ftrange arid barbarous too, that fhe 
fhould kill her Hufband and murder her Savi- 
our, Titles fhe feems fo fond ef, and that havè 
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been fo profitable to her, and that fhe would ze- 
commend her felf by, tho’ without all Juftice. 
But her Children are reduced fo entirely under 
the Dominion of Darknefs by Means of their 
continued debaningce to the Manifeftation of 
the Divine Li g! ht in their Souls, that they forget 
what Man once was, or They fhould now be ; 
‘and know net true and pure Chniftianity, when 
they meet it; yet pride themfelves to profefs it. 
Their Meafures are fo Carnal and Falfe about 
Salvation, that they call good evil, & evil good; 
they make a Devil a Chriftian, i a Saint a De- 
vil, So that tho’ the unrighteous Latitude of 
their Lives be Matter of Lamentation; as to 
themfelves itis of Deftruction ; yet that common 
Apprehenfion, that they may bë Children of God, 
while in a State of Difobedsence to bis boly Com- 
mandments; Difciples of Jefus, tho’ they revolt 
from bis Crofs; and Members of bis true Church, 
which is without Spot or Wrinkle, notwith/tanding 
their Lives are full of Spots andWrinkles, is, of 
all other Deceptions upon themfelves the moft 
Pernicious to their eternal Condition. For they 
are at Peace in Sin, and under ‘a Security in 
their Tranfgreffion : Their vain Hope filences 
their Convictions, and over-lays all tender Mo-~ 
tions to Repentance. So that their Miftake a- 
bout their Duty to God, is as Mifchievous as 
their Rebellion againft him. Thus they walk on 
Precipices, and flatter themfelves, till the Grave 
fwallows them up, and the Judgment of the 
Great God breaks the Lethargy, and undeceives 
their ener ppor wretched Souls with the Anguith of 
icked, as the Reward of their Works. 
my 8. This has been, is, and will be the Doom 
of a Worldly Chriftians: And End fo ot 
b ul 
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ful, that if there were nothing of Duty to God, 
or Obligation to Men; being a Man, (and one 
acquainted with the Terrors of the Lord in the 
Way and Work of my own Salvation ) Com- 

Mion alone were fufficient to excite me to this 
Diffwalive again{t the World’s Superftitions and 
Lufts, and to invite the Profeffors of Chriftianity 
to the Knowledge and Obedience of the daily 
Crofs of Chrift, as the alone way left by him, 
and appointed us, to Bleffednefs: That they, 
who now do but ufurp the Name, may have the 
Thing ; and by the Power of the Crofs (to which 
they are now dead, inftead of being dead to the 
World by it ) may be made Partakers of the Re- 
furrecétion that is in Chrift Jefus, unto Newnefs 
of Life. For they that are truly in Chrift, that 
is, redeem’d by, and interefted in him, are wew 
Creatures: They have received a New Will, Ga. 6. 15. 
fuch as does the Wil of God, not their own ; 
They pray in Truth, and don’t mock God, col. 3. r, 
when they fay, Thy Will be done in Earth, as it 3 
is in Heaven. They have New Affections, fuch 
asare {feton Things above, and make Chrift their ; John s. 
eternal Treafure. New Faith, fuchasovercomes 45: 
the Snares and Temptations of the World’s 
Spirit in themfelves, or as it appears through 
others : And laftly, New Works, not of a fuper- 
{titious Contrivance, or of human Invention, 
but the pure Fruits of the Spirit of Chrift work- 
ing inthem, as Love, Foy, Peace, Meekne/s, 
Long-fuffering, Temperance, Brotherly-kindnefs, 
Faith, Patience, Gentlenefs and Goodnefs, againft 
which there is no Law; and they that have not 
this Spirit of Chrift, and walk not in it, the 
Apottle Paul has told us, are none of bis; but roms, 
she Wrath of God, and Condemnation of the 
i Law, 


Gal. 5. 22; 
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Law, will lie upon them. For if there is no 
Condemnation to them -that are in Chrift, who 
walk not after the Flefh but after the Spirit, 
which is Pauls Doétrine; they that waik not 
according to that holy Spirit, by his Doétrine, 
are not in Chrift, that is, have no Intereft in 
him, nor juft Claim to Salvation by him: And 
confequently there is Condemnatign to fuch. 

§. 9. And the Truth is, the Religion cf the 
Wicked is a Lye. There is no peace, faith the 
Prophet, to the wicked. Indeed there can be 
none; they are reprov’d in their own Confcien- 
ces, and condemn’d in their own Hearts, in all 
their Difobedience. Go where they will, Re- 
bukes go with them, and often times Terrors 
too ; for it is an offended God that pricks them, 
and who by his Light fets their Sins ın Order be- 
fore ’em. Sometimes they ftrive to appeafe him 
by their corporal framed Devotion and Worfhip, 
but in vain; for true Worfhipping of God is 
Doing his Will, which they tranfgrefs ; the reft 
is a falfe Complement, like him that faid, be 
would go, and did not. Sometimes they fly to 
Sports and Company to drown the Reprover’s 


Voice, and blunt his Arrows, to chafe away 


troubled ‘Thoughts, and fecure themfelves out 
of the Reach of the Difquieter of their Pleafures : 
But theAlmighty firft or laft will be fure to over- 
take ’em. There isno flying his final Juftice, for 
thofe that rejećt the Terms of his Mercy. Im- 
penitent Rebels to his Law may then call to the 
Mountains, and run to the Caves of the Earth 
for Protection, but in vain. His All-fearching 
Eye will penetrate their thickeft- Coverings 
and {trike up a Light in that Obfcurity, which 
fhal] terrjfie their guilty Souls, and which they 
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fhall never be able to extinguifh. Indeed, their 
Accufer is with them ; they can no more be rid 
of him, than of themfelves; he is in the midft 
of them, and will ftick clofe tothem. That 
Spirit which bears witnefs with the Spirits of 
the Juft, will bear witnefs againft theirs. Nay, 
theirown Hearts will abundantly come in againft 
them, and if vur Heart condemn us, fays the A- 
pottle Jobn, Godis greater, and knows allThings: 
That is, there is no efcaping the Judgments of 
God, whofe Power is Infinite, if a Man is not 
able to efcape the Condemnation of himfelf. 
Tis at that Day, proud and luxurious Chrifti- 
ans fhall learn, that God is no Refpetter of Per- 
fons ; that all Sects and Names fhall be fwallowed ' 
up in thefe two kinds, Sheep and Goats, Juft 
and Unjuft: And the very Righteous muft haye 
a Trial forit. Which made that holy Man cry 
out, If the Righteous fcarcely are faved, where 
foall the Wicked and Ungodly appear ? If their 
Thoughts, Words & Works muft ftand theTeft, 
and come under Scrutiny before the impartial 
Judge of Heaven and Earth; how then fhould 
the Ungodly be exempted ? No, we are told by 
him, that cannot lye, many fhall then cry, Lord, 
Lord ; fet forth their Profeffion, and recount the 
Works that they have done in his Name, to make 
him Propitious, and be rejected with this Dire- 


ful Sentence, Depart from me yeWorkers of Ini- yx, 


quity, I know you not. As if he had faid, Get 
you gone you evil Doers, though you -bave pro- 
fet me, Iwill not knew you; your vain and 
evil Lives bave made you unfit for my holy King- 
dom. Get you bence, and go to the Gods whom 
you have ferv’d, your beloved Lufts, which 
you kave worfbip’d, and the evil VVorld that you 
pave fo much coveted and ador'd; let them fave 
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you now, if they can, from the Wrath to 
come upon you, which is the Wages of the Deeds 
you kave done. Here is the End of their work 
that build upon the Sand, the breath of the 
Judge will blow it down; and woful will the 
fall thereof be! Oh! ’tis now, that the Righte- 
ous have the better of the Wicked, which made 

Nemb. 23, 2N Apoftate cry in old Time, O/ that I may 

10. die the death of the Righteous, and that my latter 
End may be like unto His! For the Sentence 
is chang’d, and-the Judge fmiles; he cafts the 
Eye of Love upon his own Sheep, and invites 
them with a Come, ye bleffed of my Father, that 
through patient Continuance in well doing have 

Matt.25, long waited for Immortality! You have been the 
true Companions of my Tribulations and Crofs, 
and with unwearied Faithfulne/s in Obedience to 
my holy VVilt bave valiantly endured to the End, 
looking to me, the Author of your precious Faith, 
for the Recompence of Reward, that I have pro- 
mifed to then that love me and faint not; O enter 
ye into the Foy of your Lord, and inherit the King- 
dom prepared for you from the Foundation of the 
VVorid. 

§. ro. O Chriftendom, my Soul moft fervently 
prays, that after all thy lofty Profeffion of Chrift 
and his meek and holy Religion, thy unfuitable 
and un-Chrift-like Life may not caft thee at that 
creat Affize of the World, and lofe thee fo great 
Salvation at laft. Hear meonce, I befeech thee, 
can Chrift be thy Lord, and thou not obey him? 
Or, canft thou be his Servant, and never ferve 

Gal.6, 7. him? Be not deceived, fuch as thou foweft, fhalt 
thou reap: He is none of thy Saviour, whilft 
thou rejecteft his Grace in thy Heart, by which 
he fhould fave thee. Come, what has he faved 


thee 
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thee from? Has he faved thee from thy finful 
Lufts? thy worldly A ffections and vain Conver- 
fation ? If not, then he is none of thy Saviour. 
For tho’ he be offer’d a Saviour to all, yet hè is 
actually a Saviour to thofe only, that are faved 
by him; and none are faved by him that live 
in thofe Evils, by which they are loft from God, 
and which he came to fave them from. 

’Tis Sin, that Chrift is come to fave Man 
from, and Death and Wrath, as the Wages of 
it: But thofe that are not faved, thatis, deli- 
vered by the Power of Chrift in their Souls, 
from the Power that Sin has had over them, 
can never be faved from the Death and Wrath, 
that are the affur’d Wages of the Sin they livé in. 

So that look, how far People obtain Victory 
over thofe evil Difpofitions and flefhly Lufts 
they have beenaddictted to, fo far they are truly 
faved; and are Witneffes of the Redemption, 
that comes by Jefus Chrift. His Name fhews 
his Work; And thou fhalt call bis Name Jefus, M 7% 
for he fhall fave bis People from their Sins. And, 
Lo! (faid Jobn of Chrift ) the Lamb of God, that 
takes away the Sin of the World! Thatis, € Be- 
< hold him, whom God hath givento enlighten 
< People, and for Salvation to. as many as re4 
< ceive him and his Light and Grace in their 
© Hearts, and take. up their daily Crofs, and fol- 
© low him.’ Such as rather deny themfelves the 
Pleafure of fulfilling their Lufts, than fin againft 
the Knowledge he has given them of his Will; 
or do that they know they ought not to do. 


CHAP. I. 
§: 1. By this Chriftendom may fee ber Lapfe, bow 
foui 
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foul itis, and next, the werfe for ber Pre- 

_ tence to Chriftianity. §. 2. But there is Mercy 
with God upon Repentance, and Propitiation 
in the Blood of Jesus. §. 3. He is the Light 
of the World, that reproves the Darknefs, 
that is, the Evil of the World ; and be is to 
be known within. §. 4. Chriftendom, dike the 
Inn of Old, is full of other Guefts: She is ad- 
vifed to believe in, receive and apply to Chrift. 
§. 5. Of the Nature cf True Faith; it brings 
Power to overcome every Appearance of Evil: 
This leads to confider the Crofs of CHRIST, 
which has been fo much wanted. §. 6. The 
Apoftolick Miniftry, andEnd of it, it's Bleffed 
Effet, the Charatter of Apoftolick Times. 
§. 7. TheGlory of the Crofs, and it’sTriumph 
over the Heathen World. A Meafure to Chrif- 
tendom, what fhe is not, and fhould be. §. 8. 
Her Declenfion, and Caufe of it. §.9. The 
miferable Effects that followed. §. 10. From 
the Confideration of the Caufe, the Cure may be 
more eafily known, viz. Not Faithfully taking 
up the Daily Crofs; then Faithfully taking it 
daily up, muft be the Remedy. 


§. 1. PD Y all which has been faid, O Chriften- 
_2 dom! and by that better Help, if 

thou wouldft ufe it, the Lamp the Lord has 
lighted in thee, not utterly extinct, it may evi- 
dently appear, firft, How great and foul thy 
Backfliding has been, who, from the Temple of 
the Lord, art become aCage of unclean Birds; 
and of an Houfe of Prayer, a Den of Thieves, 
a Synagogue of Satan, and the Receptacle of 
every defiled Spirit. Next that, under all this 
manifeft Defection, thou haft neverthelefs va- 
lued 
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ued thy corrupt Self upon thy Profeffion of 
Chriftianity, and fearfully deluded thy felf with 
the Hopes of Salvation. The firft makes thy 
Difeafe dangerous, but the laft almoft incurable. 

. 2. Yet becaufe there is Mercy with the God 
of Bowels, that he may be feared, and that he 
takes no Delight in the eternal Death of poor 
Sinners, no, though Backfliders themfelves, 
but is willing all fhould come to the Knowledge 
and Obedience of the Truth, and be faved. He 
has fet forth his Son a Propitiation, and given 
him a Saviour to take away the Sins of the whole 
World, that thofe that believe and follow him, 
may feel the Righteoufnefs of God in the Re- 
+ miifion of their Sins, and blotting out their 
Tranfereffions forever. Now, behold the 
Remedy! An infallible Cure, one of God’s ap- 
pointing ; a precious Elixir indeed, that never 
fuld; and that univerfal Medicine which no 
Malady could ever efcape. 

§. 3. But thou wilt fay, what is Chrift, and 
where is he to be found? And how received 
and applied in order to this mighty Cure? I 
tell thee then: | Firft, He is the great fpiritual 
Light of the World, that Enlightens every one 
that comes into the World ; by which he mani- 
fefts to them their Deeds of Darknefs and 
Wickednefs, andreproves them for committing 
them. Secondly, He is not far away from thee, 
as the Apoftle Paul faid of God to the Atheni- 
ans: Behold ( fays Chrift himfelf) J ftand at $5.32» 
the Door and knock; if any Man bear my Voice, 
and open the Door, I will come in to him, and 
Sup with him, and he with me. What Door 
can this be, but that of the Heart of Man? 

§. 4. Thou, like the Inn of Old, haft ae. 
uii 
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full of other Guefts: Thy Affeétions have en- 
tértained other Lovers : There has been no 
Room for thy Saviour in thy Soul. ba gid 
Salvation is not yet come into thy Houfe, tk 
it is come to thy Door, and thou H l 
ten proffered it, and haft profeft it ye- “Bux 
if he calls, if he knocks ftill, that is, if his L Light 
yet fhines, if it reproves thee ftill, there is 
Hopes thy Day is not over ; and that Repent 
tance is not yet hid from thine Eyes ; ats Aa 
Love is after thee ftill, and his holy Invitatior 
continues to fave thee. | 
Wherefore, O Chriftendom! Believe, re 
ceive, and apply him rightly ; this is rye f abo: 
lute Neceffity, that thy Soul may live for ever 
with him. He told the Jews, Jf you believe 
2 John 3. not that I am be, ye fhail die in your Sins; and 
22. 24. aobither I go ye cannot come. And becaufe 
they believed himnot, they didnot receive him, 
nor any Benefit by him: But they that believed 
him, received him; And as many as received 
him, his own beloved Difciple tells us, To 
—— them gave be Power to become the Sons of God, 
13. which are born not of Blood, nor of the Will of 
the Flefh, nor of the Will of Man, but of God. 
That is, Who are not Children of God after the 
a Preferiptions; and e ofMen, l 


(whieh is but after the Will of Fle a ane E | 
and the Invention of carnal Man, unacquainted 
with the Regeneration and Power of the holy 
Ghoft ) but of God; that is, according to his 
Will, and the Working and Sanctification of 
his Spirit and Word of Life in them. And fuch 
were ever well vers’d in the right Application’ 
ofChrift, for he was made to them indeed Pro- 
pitiations 


` 
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pitiation, Reconciliation, Salvation, Righteouf- 
nefs, Redemption and Jultification. i 

So I fay to thee, unlefs thou believeft, that 
he that ftands at the Door of thy Heart and 
knocks, and fets thy Sins in Order before thee, 
and calls thee to Repentance, be the Saviour of 
the World, thou wilt die in thy Sins, and where 
he is gone thou wilt never come. For if thou 
believeft notin him, it is impoffible that he 
fhould do thee good, or effeé thy Salvation : 
Chrift works not againft Faith, but by it. ’Tis 
faid of old, be did not many mighty Works in [OMe mask 6. s, 
Places, becaufe the People believed not inhim. 
So that if thou truly believeft in him, thine Ear 
will be attentive to his Voice in thee, and the 
Door of thine Heart open to his Knocks. Thou 
wilt yield to the Difcoveries of his Light, and 
the Teachings of his Grace will be very dear 
to thee. 

§. 5. It isthe Nature of true Faith to beget 
an holy Fear of offending God, a deep Rever- 
ence to his Precepts, and a moft tender Regard 
to the inward Teftimony of his Spirit, as tnat, 
by which his Children, in all Ages, have been 
fafely led to Glory. For as they that truly be- 
lieve, receive Chrift in all his Tenders to the 
Soul, fo, as true it is, that thofe who receive him 
thus, with him receive Power to become the 
Sons of God: That is, an inward Force and 
Ability todo whatever he requires: Strength 
to mortifie their Lufts, controul their Affections, 
refift evil Motions, deny themfelves, and over- 
come the World in its moft inticing Appearan- 
ces. This is the Life of the bleffed Crofs of 
Chrift, which is the Subject of the following 
Difcourfe, and what thou, O Man, muft take 

C up, 
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up, if thou intendeft to be the Difciple of Jefus. 
Nor can{t thou be faid to receive Chrift, or to 
believe in him, whilft thon rejecteft his Crofs. 

Fer as receiving of Chrift is the Means appoint- 
éd of God to Salvation, fo bearing thy daily 
Crofs after him, is the only true T eftimony of 
receiving him ; and therefore it is enjoyned by 
him, as “the great Token of Difciplefhip, Who- 
T focver will be my Difciple, let him take up his 
24. daily Crofs and follow me. 

This, Chriftendom, is That thou hat fo 
much wanted, and the Want of which has 
prov’d the only Caufe of thy miferable Declen- 
fion fromi pure Chriftianity. To confider which 
well (as it is thy Duty ) fo it is of great Ufe 
to thy Reftoration. 
` For as the Knowledge of the Caufe of any 
Diftemper guides the Phyfician to'make a right 
and fafe Judgment in the Application: of his 
Medicine, fo it will much enlighten thee in the 
Way of thy Recovery, to know and weigh the 
firft Caufe of this fpiritual Lapfe and Malady 
that has befallen thee. To do which a general 
View of thy primitive Eftate, and confequent- 

of their Work, that firft laboured in the 
A hriftian Vineyard, will be needful; and if 
therein fomething be repeated, the Weight and 
Dignity of the Subject will bear it without the 
Need of an Apology. 

§. 6. The Work of Apoftlefhip, we are told 
by a primè Labourer in it, was, To turn People 

Asio, 13. from Darkntefs to Light, and from the Power of 
Satan unto God. ‘That is,` inftead of yielding 

to the Temptations and Motions of Satan, who 

18 the Prince of ‘Darknefs, or Wickednefs; (the 

one being a nage to thé other ) by whofe 

Power 


No Crofs, no Crown. 


Power their Underftandings were obfcured, and 
their Souls held inthe Service of Sin, they 
fhould*turn their Minds to the Appearance of 
Chrift, the Light and Saviour of the World ; 
who by his Light» fhines in their Souls, and 
thereby gives them a Sight of thcir Sins, and 
difcovers every Temptation and Motion in them 
unto Evil, and reproves them when they give 
Way thereunto; that fo they might become 
the Children of Light, and walk in the Path of 
Righteoufnefs. And for this bleffed Work of 
Reformation, did Chrift endue his Apoftles with 
his Spirit and Power, that fo Men might not 
longer fleep in a Security of Sin and Ignorance 
of God, but awake to Righteoufnefs, that the 
Lord Jefus might give them Life: That is, 
that they might leave off Sinning, deny them- 
felves the Pleafure of Wickednefs, and by true 
Repentance turn their Hearts to God, in well- 
doing, in which is Peace. And truly, God fo 
bleffed the faithful Labours of thefe poor Me- 
chanicks, yet his great Ambaffadors to Man- 
kind, thatin a few Years many Thoufands 
(that had lived without God in the World, 
without a Senfe or Fear of him, lawlefly, very 
Strangers to the Work of his Spirit in their 
Hearts, being captivated by flefhly Lufts) - were 
inwardly ftruck and quickned by the Word of 
Life, and made fenfible of the Coming and 
Power of the Lord Jefus Chrift, as a Judge and 
Laweiver in their Souls, by whofe holy Light 
and Spirit the hidden Things of Darknefs were 
brought to Light and condemned, and pure 
Repentance from thofe dead Works begotten 
in them, that they might ferve the living God 
in Newnefs of Spirit. So that thence- forward 
kz they 
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they lived not to themfelves, neither were they 
carr ed away of thofé former divers Lufts, by 
which they had been feduced from the true 
Fear of God ; but the Law of the Spirit of Life, 
by which they overcame she Law of Sin and 
Death, was their Delight ; and therein did they 
meditate Day and Night. Their Regard to- 
wards God, was not taught by the Precepts of 
Men any longer, but from the Knowledge they 
had received by his own Work and Impreffions 
in their Soul. They had now quitted their 
old Mafters, the World, the Flefh, and the 
Devil, and deliver’d up themfelves to the holy 
Guidance of the Grace of Chrift, that taught 
them żo deny Ungodlinefs, and theWorld’s Lufts, 
and to live Soberly, Righteoufly, and Godly in this 
prefent Life, this is the Crofs of Chrift indeed, 
and here is the Victory it gives to them that 
take itup: By this Crofs they died daily to 
the old Life they had lived, and by holy 
‘Watchfulnefs againft the fecret Motions of Evil 
in their Hearts, they crufht Sin in its Concep- 
tions, yea, in its Temptations. So that they 
(as the Apoftle Jobn advifed them) kept 

themfelves, that the evil one touched them not. 
For the Light, which Satan cannot endure, 
and with which Chrift had enlightned them, 
difcover’d him in all his Approachesand A flaults 
upor the Mind, and the Power they received 
through their inward Obedience to the Mani- 
feftations of that bleff-d Light, enabled them 
to refift and vanquifh him in all his Stratagems. 
And thus it was, that where once nothing was 
examined, nothing went unexamin’d. Every 
Thought muft come to Judgment, and the Rife 
and Tendency of it be alfo well approved, — 
ore 
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fore they allowed it any Room in their Minds, 
There was no fear of entertaining Enemies for 
Friends, whilft this {trict Guard was kept upon 
the very Wicket of the Soul. Now the old. 
Heavens and Earth, that is, the old Earthly 
Converfation, and old Carnal, that is Jewifh or 
fhadowy Worfhip pafs’daway apace, and every 
Day all Things became New. He was no more 
afew, that was one outwardly, nor that Cif- 2, , 
cumcifion that was in the Flep , but he was the 23, 29. 
Few, that was one inwardly ; and that Circum- 
cifion, whith was of the Heart, in the Spirit, 
and not in the Letter, whofe Praife is no of 
Man, but of God. 

§. 7. Indeed the Glory of the Crofs fhined fo 
confpicuoufly through the Self-Denial of their 
Lives, who daily bore it, that it ftruck the Hea- 
then with Aftonifhment, and in a {mall Time 
fo fhook their Altars, difcredited their Oracles, 
ftruck the Multitude, invaded the Court, and 
overcame their Armies, that it led Priefts, 
Magiftrates, and Generals in Triumph after it, 
as the Trophies of its Power and Victory. 

And while this Integrity dwelt with Chrifti- 
ans,* mighty was the Prefence and invincible 
that Power that attended them: Je gmenched He, 11. 
Fire, daunted Lyons, turned the Edge of the 3,‘ +e 
Sword, out-fac’d Inftruments of Cruelty, Con- it. 45, 2. 
viled Judges, and converted Executioners. In phiri 
fine, the Ways their Enemies took ta deftroy, 
increas’'d them; and by the deep Wifdom of 
God, they were made great Pronsoters of the 
Truth, who in ali their Defigns endeavoured tọ 
extinguifh it. Now nota vain Thought, nor 
an idle Word, nor an unfeemly Aét'cn was per: 
mitted: No; not an immodeft Look, no courte 
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ly Drefs, gay Apparel, complemental Refpects, 
or perfonal Honours; much lefs thofe lewd 
Immoralities and fcandalous Vices, now in 
Vogue with Chriftians, could find either Exam- 
ple or Connivance amongthem. Their Care 
was not how to Sport away their precious Time, 
but how to redeem it, that they might have 
enough to Work out their great Salvation 
(which they carefully did) with Fear and 
‘Trembling: Not with.Balls and Mafks, with 
Play-Houfes, Dancing, Feafting and Gaming : 
No, no, to make fure of their heavenly Calling 
and Election, was much dearer to them, than 
the poor and trifling Joys of Mortality. For 
they having with Mofes, feen him that is invi- 
fible, and found that his loving Kindnefs was 
better than Life, the Peace of his Spirit, than 
the Favour of Princes ; asthey feared not Cæfar’s 
Wrath, fo they chofe rather to fuftain the Af- 
flictions of Chrift’s true Pilgrims, than enjoy 
the Pleafures of Sin, that were but for aSeafon; 
efteeming his Reproaches of more Value than 
the perifhing Treafures of the Earth. And if 
the Tribulations of Chriftianity were more eli- 
gible, than the Comforts of the World; andthe 
Reproaches of one, than all the Honour of the 
other; there was then furely no Temptation in 
it, thatcould fhake the Integrity of Chriftendom. 
§. 8. By this fhort Dravght of what Chriften- 
dom was, thou may’{t fee O Chriftendom, 
what thou art not, and confequently what thou 
ought’{t to be. But how comes it, that from 
a Chriftendom that was thus Meek, Merciful, 
Self-Denying, Suffering, Temperate, Holy, 
Juft and Good, fo like to Chrift, whole Name 
fhe bore, we find a Chriftendom now, that is 
| 7 i Super- 
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Superftitions, Idolatrous, Perfecuting, Prou, 
Paffionate, Envious, Malicious, Selffh, Drun- 
ken, Lafcivious, Unclean, Lying, Swearing, 
Curling, Covetous, Oppreffing, Defrauding, 
with all other Abominations known in the Earth, 
and that to an Excefs juftly fcandalous to the 
worft of Heathen-Ages, furpaffing them more 
in Evil than in Time: I fay, how comes thig 
lamentable Defection ? 

I Jay this down, as the undoubted Reafon of 
this Degeneracy, to wit, the inward difregard 
of thy Mind, to the Light of Chrift fhining in 
thee, that firft fhewed thee thy Sins, and re- 
proved them, and that taught and enabled thee 
to deny and refift them. Foras thy Fear to- 
wards God, and holy Abftinence from Un- 
righteoufnefs was, at firt, not taught by the 
Precepts of Men, but by that Light and Grace 
which revealed the moft fecret Thoughts and 
Purpofes of thine Heart, and fearch’d the moft 
inward Parts of thy Belly, ( fetting thy Sins in 
Order before thee, and reproving thee for them, 
not fuffering one unfsuitful Thought, Word or 
Work of Darknefs, to go unjudged ) fo when 
thou didft begin to difregard that Light and 
Grace, to be carelefs of that holy Watch thag 
was once fet up in thy Heart, and didft ngt 
keep Centinel there, ( as formerly ) for Ged’s 
Glory, and thy own Peace; the reftlefs Enemy 
of Man’s Good, quickly took Advantage of 
this Slacknefs, and often furprized thee with 
Temptations, whofe fuitablenefs to thy Inclina- 
tions, made his Conqueft over thee not diffigulr, 

In fhort, thou didit omit to take up Chrift's 
holy Yoke, to bear thy daily Crofs; thou waft 
earelefs of thy Affections, and kepr {tno Jousnai 
| © C4 i Ei 
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or Check upon thy Actions ; but didft decline 


to audit Accounts, in thy own Confcieree, with 
Chrift thy Light, the great Bifhop of thy Soul, 
and Judge of thy Works, whereby the holy 
Fear decayed, and Love waxed cold; Vanity 
abounded, and Duty became burdenfome. 
Then up came Formality, inftead of the Power 
of Godlinefs ; Superftition, in Place of Chrift’s 
Inftitution: And whereas Chrift’s BufinefS was, 
to draw off the Minds of his Difciples from an 
outward Temple, and carnal Rites and Services, 
to the inward and fpiritual Worfhip of God, 
( fuitable to the Nature of Divinity ) a wordly, 
humane, pompous Worfhip is brought in again, 
and a worldly Priefthcod, Temple and Altar 
are re-eftablifhed. Now it was that the Sons 
of God once more faw the Daughters of Men were 
fair: That is, the pure Eye grew dim, which 
Repentance had opened, that faw no Cemeli- 
nefs out of Chrift; and the Eye of Luft be- 
came unclofed again, by the God of the World; 
and thofe worldly Pleatures, that make fuch as 
love them forget God, ( though once defpifed 
for the Sake of Chrift ) began now to recover 
their old Beauty and Intereft in thy Affections, 
and from liking them, to be the Study, Care, 
and Pleafure of thy Life. 

True, there {till remained the exterior Farms 
of. Worfhip, and a nominal and oral Reverence 
to God and Chrift; but that was all: For the 
Offence of the holy Crofs ceafed, the Power of 
Godlinefs was denied, Self-Denial loft; and 
though fruitful in the Invention of ceremoni- 
ous Ornaments, yet barren in the bleffed Fruits 
of the Spirit. And a thoufand Shells cannot 
make one Kernel, or many dead-Corps one 
living Man. §. 9. 
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§. 9. Thus Religion fell from Experience to 
Fradition, and Werfhip from Power to Form, 
from Life to Letter; that inftead of putting up 
lively and powerful Requefts, animated by the 
deep Senfe of Want, and the Affaftance of the 
holy Spirit, by which the Ancients prayed, 
wreftled and prevailed with God; behold, a 
by-rote Mumpfimus, a dull and infipid. Fonna- 
lity, made up of corporal Bowings and Cring- 
ings, Garments and Furnitures, Perfumes, 
Voices and Mufick, fitter for the Reception of 
fome earthly Prince, than the heavenly Wor- 
fhip of the only true and immortal .God,. who- 
is an eternal, invifible Spirit. 

But thy Heart growing Carnal; thy: Religion 
did fo toa; and not liking.it as'1t was, thou 
fafhioned’ft it to thy Liking ; forgetting what 
the holy Prophet faid, The Sacrifice of the 
wicked is an Abomination to the Lord, and what Prov. 15,8. 
Fames faith, Ye.afk, and ye receive not, (Why ?) PS 4% 3 
becaufe ye afk amifs, that is, with an Heart that 
ignotright, but.infincere, unmortified,. not in 
the Faith that purifiesthe Soul, and therefore 
can never receive what: is afkt: So that a Man 
may-fay with Truth, thy Condition 1s worfe by 
thy Religion, becaufe thou art tempted to think 
tliy {elf the better.for.it, and art not. 

§. ro. Well! by this Profpeéct that is given 
thee, of thy. foul fall from primitive Chriftiani- 
ty, and the true-Caufe of it, to wit, a Neolect 
ofthe daily. Crofstof Chrift, it may be eafy for 
thee, to inform thy felf of the Way: of thy 
Recovery. 

For look at what Door thou wenteft out, at 
that Door thou.muft come in: And as letting 
fail; andiforbearing the daily Crofs loit thee ; 

fo 
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fo taking up, and enduring the daily Crofs, 
muft recover thee. It is the fame Way, by 
which the Sinners and Apoftates become the 
Matt. 16. Difciples of Jefus. Whofoever ( fays Chrift ) 
Mark 8, 34.Will come after me, and be my Difciple, let bim 
Luke 14. deny bimfelf, and take up bis daily Crofs, and 
“7 follow me. Nothing fhort of this will do; 
mark that ; for as it is fufficient, fo it is indif- 
penfible : No Crown, but by the Crofs: No 
Life Eternal, but through Death: And it is 
but juft, that thofe evil and barbarous A ffecti- 
ons, that crucified Chrift afrefh, fhould, by 
Hof.13.14-his holy Crofs be crucified. Blood requires 
“ae 35e Blood; his Crofs is the Death of Sin, that 
caufed his Death ; and he the Death of Death, 
according to that Paflage, O Death! I will be 
thy Death. i 


CHAP. UL 


§. 1. What the Crofs of Chrift is? A Figura- 
tive Speech, but truly, the Divine Power, 
that mortifies tbe World. §. 2. It is fo cal- 
led by the Apoftle Paul to the Corinthians. 
§. 3. Where is it ibe Crofs appears and muf 
be born? Within, where the Lufts are, there 
ibey muft be crucified. §. 4. Experience 
teaches every one this; to be Jure Chrift af- 
ferts it, From within comes Murder, &c. and 
that is the Houfe where the firong Man muf 
be bound. §. g. How is the Crofs to be born? 
The Way is fpiritual, a Denial of Self, the 
Pleafure of Sin, to pleafe God and obey bis 
Will, as manifefted to the Soul by toe Light 
be gives it. §. 6. This pews the Difficulty, 
yet the Neceffity of the Crofs, J 
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.H E daily Crofs being then, and ftill, 

A O Chriftendom, the Way to Glory ; 
that the fucceeding Matter, which wholly re- 
lates to the Doétrine of it, may come with 
moft Evidence and Advantage upon thy Con- 
{cience, it is moft ferioufy to be confidered by. 
thee. 

Firt, What the Crofs of Chrif is? 

Secondly, Where the Crofs of Chrif is to be 
taken up ? 

Thirdly, How, and after what Manner it is 
to be born? 

Fourthly, What ts the great Work and Bufi- 
wefs of the Crofs? In which 

The Sins it Crucifies, with the Mifchiefs that 
attend them, will be at large exprefs’d. 

Fifthly and Laftly, I fhall add many Tefti- 
monies from living and dying Perfons, of 
great Reputation either for their Quality, 
Learning or Piety, as a general Confirmation 
of the whole Tract. 

To the Firft, What is the Crofs of Chrif ? 

§. z. The Crofs of Chrift is a figurative 
Speech, borrowed from the outward Tree, or 
wooden Crofs, on which Chrift fubmitted to 
the Will of God, in permitting him to fuffer 
Death at the Hands of evil Men. So that the 
Crofs Myftical is that divine Grace and Power, 
which croffeth the carnal Wills of Men, and 
gives a Contradiction to their corrupt Affections, 
and that conftantly oppofeth it felf to the inor- 
dinate and flefhly Appetite of their Minds, and 
fo may be juftly termed the Initrument of Man’s 
holy Dying to the World, and being made 
conformable to the Will of God. For nothing 
elfe can mortifie Sin, or make it eafie for us to 

iE l - fabmit 


y 


28 


No Crofs, no Crown. 


fubmit to the divine Will, in Things otherwife 
very contrary to our own. 

§. 2. The preaching of the Crofs therefore 
in primitive Times was fitly called by Paul 
(that famous and’ fkilful Apoftle in fpiritual 
Things ) the Power of God, tho’ to them that 
perifh, then, asnow, Foolifhnefs. That is, 
to thofe that were truly weary and heavy laden, 
and needed æ Deliverer ; to whom Sin was bur- 
denfome and odious, the Preaching of the 
Crofs, by which Sin was to be mortified, was, 
as to them, the Power of God, or a Preaching 
of the divine Power, by: which they were made 
Difciples of Chrift, and Children of God: And 
it wrought fo powerfully upon them, that no 
proud or licentious Mockers’ could put them 
out of Love with it. But to thofe that walk’d 
in the broad Way, in the full Latitude of their 
Lufts, and dedicated their Time and Care to 
the Pleafure of their corrupt Appetites, to whom 
all Yoke and Bridle were and are intolerable, 
the preaching of the Crofs was, and is, Foolith- 
nefs: To which I may add, in the Name but 
of too many now a-Days, and the practice 
Ridiculous ; embraced by none, if they may be 
believed, but half-witted People, of ftingy and 
{ingular Tempers, affected with the Hypocon- 
dry, and opprefs’d_ with the Power of Melan- 
choly. For all this, and more, is beftowed 
upon the Life of the bleffed Crofs of Chrift, by 
the very Profeffors and pretended Admirers of 
it,. in the Perfons of thofe that truly bear it. 

§. 3. Well, But then where does this Crofs 
appear, and where muft it be taken up ? 

I anfwer, Within: That is, in the Heart 
and Soul; for where the Sin is, the Crofs 

muft 
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muft be. Now, all Evil comes from within: 
This Chrift taught. From within ( faith 
Chrift ) Out of the Heart of Men proceed evil 
Thoughts, Adulteries, Fornications, Murders, 
Thefts, Covetoufnefs, Wickednefs, Deceit, Lafci- 
vioufne/s, an evil Eye, Blafphemy, Pride, Fool- 
ifonefs: All thefe Evils come from within, and 
defile the Man. 

The Heart of Man is the Seat of Sin, and 
where he is defiled, he muft be fanctified ; 
and where Sin lives, there it muft die: It muft 
be crucified. Cuftom in Evil hath made it 
Natural to Men to do Evil; and as the Soul 
rules the Body, fo this corrupt Nature fways 
the whole Man: But ftill, ’tis all from 
within. 

§. 4. Experience teaches every Son and 
Daughter of Adam an Affent to this; for the 
Enemy’s Temptations are ever directed to the 
Mind, which is within: If they take not, the 
Soul fins not; if they are embrac’d, Luft is 
prefently conceived, ( that is, inordinate De- 
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Mark vii, 
21,22,23. 


fires) Luft conceived, brings forth Sin; and Jamesi.rs. 


Sin finifbed, (that is, acted) brings forth 
Death. Here ts both the Caufe and the Effect, 
the very Genealogy of Sin, its Rife and End. 
In all this, the Heart of evil Man is the 
Devil’s Mint, his Work-Houfe, the Place of 
his Refidence, where he exercifes his Power 
and Art. And therefore the Redemption of 


the Soul is aptly called, The Deftruction of, sony is, 


the Works of the Devil, and bringing 
in of everlafing Righteoufnefs. When the 
Jews would haye defam’d Chrift’s Miracle of 
Cafting out Devils, by a Blafphemous Imputa- 
tion of it to the Power of Beelzebub, he fays, 

That 
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That no Man can enter into a firong Man's 
Houfe, and fpoil bis Goods, till he firf bind the 
Strong Man. Which, as it fhews the Contra- 
riety that was between Beelzebub, and the 
Power by which he difpoffefs’d him; fo it 
teaches us to know, that the Souls of the 
Wicked are the Devil’s Houfe, and that his 
Goods, his evil Works, can never be de- 
ftroy’d, till firt he that wrought them, and 
keeps the Houfe, be bound. All which makes 
it eafy to know, where the Crofs muft be taken 
up, by which alone the ftrong Man muft be 
bound, his Goods fpoil’d, and his Tempta- 
tions refifted, this is, within, in the Heart 
of Man. 
§. 5. But in the next Place, How, and in 
what Manner is the Crofs to be daily born ? 
The Way, like the Crofs, is Spiritual : 
That is, An inward Submiffion of the Soul to 
the Will of God, as it is manifefted by the 
Light of Chrift in the Confciences of Men ; 
though it be contrary to their own Inclinations. 
For Example: When Evil prefents, That 
which fhews the Evil, does alfo tell them, 
They fhould not yield to it ; and if they clofe 
with it’s Counfel, it gives them Power to e- 
{cape it. But they that look and gaze upon 
the Temptation, at laft fall in with it, and are 
overcome by it ; the Confequence of which is 
Guilt and Judgment. Therefore as the Crofs 
of Chrift, is that Spirit and Power in Men, 
tho’ not of Men, but of God, which croffeth 
and reproveth their flefhly Lufts and Affecti- 
ons: So the Way of taking up the Crofs, is 
an entire Refignation of Soul to the Difcoveries 
and Requirings of it: Not to confult their 
Worldly 
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Worldly Pleafure, or Carnal Eafe, or Intereft, 
(for fuch are captivated in a Moment) 
but continually to watch againft the very Ap- 
earances of Evil, and by the Obedience of 
Faith, that is, of true Love to, and Confi- 
dence in God, chearfully to offer up, to the 
Death of the Crofs, that evil Part, that Judas 
in themfelves, which, not enduring the Heat 
of the Siege, and being impatient in the Hour 
of Temptation, would, by its near Relation to 
the Tempter, more eafily betray their Souls 
into his Hands. 
. §. 6. O this fhews to every Experience, how 
hard it is to be a true Difciple of Jefus! The 
Way ıs narrow indeed, and the Gate very 
ftrait, where not a Word, no nota T bought ™ Matt. 24. 
muft fip the Watch, or efcape Judgment + Such $. z; 
Circum/pection, fuch Caution, fuch Patience, ®. h. 26, 38. 
fuch Conftancy, fuch Holy Fear and Trembling. ` Di 
This gives an eafy Interpretation to that hard £2" > 
faying, Flefh and Blood cannot inherit the King- d 
dom of God: Thofe that are captivated with 
flefhly Lufts and Affections; for they cannot , Ther Š 
bear the Cro/s; and they that cannot endure the 5. 
Crofs, muft never have the Crown. To reign, A piť 
*tis neceflary firft to fuffer. 


CHAP, IV. 


§. 1. What is the great Work of the Crofs? The 
Anfwer to this of great Moment. §. 2. The 
Work of the Crofs is Self-denial. §. 3. What 

. was the Cup and Crofs of Chrift? §. 4. What 
- is our Cup and Crofs? §. 5. Our Duty is 
. to follow Chntt as our Captain. §. 6. Of 

thé 
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the Dijtingtion upon Self, a lawful and unlaw- 
ful Self. §. 7. What the lawful Self is? 
§. 8. That it is to be denied in fome Cafes by 
Chrift’s Doctrine end Example. §. 9. By 
the Apoftles Pattern. §. 10. The Danger of 
preferring lawful Self, above our Duty to 
God. §. 11. The Reward of Self-denial an 
Excitement to it. §. 12. This Doétrine as 
old as Abraham. §. 13. His Obedience of 
Faith memorable. $. 14. Job @ great In- 
fiance of Self-denial, bis Contentment. §. 15. 
Mofes alfo a mighty Example, his Negleét of 
Pharaoh’s Court. §. 16. His Gboice. §. 17. 
The Reafon of it, viz. the Recompence of Re- 
ward. §. 18. Ifaiah wa inconfiderable In- 
fiance, who of a Courtier became an Holy 
Prophet. §. 19. Thefe Inftances conclua- 
ed with that of holy Daniel, bis Pa- 
tience and Integrity, and the Suceefs 
they bad upon the King. §. 20. There might 
be many mentioned to confirm this bleffed 
Do€irine. §. 21. All muft be left for Chrulk, 
as Men would be faved. §. 22. The Way of 
God is a Way of Faith and Self-denial. § 23. 
An carneft Supplication and Exbortation ta all 
to attend upon thefe Things. 


Q- By T Fourthly, What is the great 


Work and Bufinefs of the Crofs re- 


fpetiing Maa ? 


Anfw. §. 1. This indeed is of that mighty 


Moment to be truly, plainly, and throughly 
anfwered, that all that went before, feems only 
to. ferve for Preface to it; and mifcarrying init, 
to be no lefs than a Mifguidance of the Soul 
avout its Way to Bleffednefs. -F fhalktherefore 


purfue 
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purfue the Queftion with God’s Help, and the 
beft Knowledge he hath given me, in the Ex- 
perience of feveral Years Difciplethip. 

‘The great Work and Bufinefs of the Crofs 
of Chrift, in Man, is Se/f-Denial , a Word, 
as of much Depth in it KIF, fo of fore Con- 
tradiction to the World: Little underftood, 
but lefs embrac’d by it; yet it muft be born 
for all that. The Son cf God is gone before 
us, and by the bitter Cup he crank, and Bap- 
tifm he fuffer’d, has left us an Example, that 

we fhould follow his Steps. Which made him 
put that hard Queftion to the Wife of Ze- 
bedee and her two Sons, upon her folliciting 
that one might fit at his right, and the other 
at his left Hand in his Kingdom ; Are ye able wit. 20, 
to drink of the Cup that I fhall drink of, and to 2472.73 
be bapriced with the Baptifm lam baptized with ? 
It feems their Faith was {trong ; they aniwered, 
We are able. Upon which ‘he replied, “* Ye 
« fhall drink indeed of my Cup, and be cA 
« tized with the Baptifm I am baptized with’? 
but their Reward he left to his Father. 

§. 3. WH hat was his Cup be drank, and Bap- 
tifm be Suffered ? I anfwer; “ They were the 
‘© Denial and offering up of himfelf by the 
“ eternal Spirit to the Will of God, under- 
9 oing the Tribulations of his +A and 
i = of his Death, upon the Crofs, for 
s Man’s Salvation. 

§. 4. What is our Cup and Crofs that wœ 
oy! drink and Juffer? They are the Denial 

fering up of our felves, by the fame 
Spirit, to do or fuffer the Will of God for his 
Service and Glory : Which is the true Life and 
~ Obedience of the Crofs of Jefus : Narrow ftill, 
D but 
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Sut béfore, an unbeaten Way. For when 
there was none to help, not one to open the. 
Seals, to give Knowledge, to direét the Courfe 
of poor Man’s Recovery, He came in the 
greatnefs of his Love and Strength ; and tho’ 
clothed with the Infirmities of a mortal Man, 
being within fortified by the Almightinefs ef 
an immortal God, he travelled through all the 
Straits and Difficulties cf Humanity; and 
firit, of ah others, trod the untredden Path to 
Bleffednefs. 
$. 5. O come, let us follow him, the moft 
Unwearied, the moft Victorious Captain of 
our Salvation! To whom all the great Alex- 
anders and mighty Czefars of the World are 
lefs than the pooreft Soldier of their Camps 
could be to them. True, they were all great 
Princes of their Kind, and. Conquerors too, 
but on very differing Principles. For Chritt 
made himfelf of no Reputation to fave Man- 
kind ; but thefe plentifully ruin’d People, to 
augment theirs. They vanquifh’d others, not 
themfelves ; Chrift conquer’d Self, that ever 
vanquifh’d them: Of Merit therefore the 
moft excellent Prince and Conqueror. Befides, 
they advanced their Empire by Rapine and 
Blood, but He by Suffering and Perfwafion : 
He never Ey Compulfion, they always by 
Force, prevail’d. Mifery and Slavery fol- 
lowed all their Victories; His brought greater: 
Freedom and Felicity to thofe he overcame. 
in all they did, they fought to pleafe them- 
felves; in all he did, he aimed to pleafe his 
Father, who is God of Gods, King of Kings, 
and Lord of Lords. 
Tis this moft perfect Pattern of Self-denial 
we 
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we mutt follow, if ever we will come to 
Glory: To do which, let us confider Self- 
denial in its true Diftinction and Extent. 

§. 6. There is a Lawful and Unlawful 
Self, and beth muft be denied for the Sake of 
him, that in SubmifMfion to the Will of God, 
counted nothing Dear, that he might fave us. 
And tho’ the World be fcarcely in any Part of 
itat that pafs, as yet to need that Leffon of 
the Denial of Lawful Self, that every Day 
moft greedily Sacrifices to the Pleafure of 
Unlawful Self: Yet to take the whole Thing 
before me, and for that it may poffibly meet 
with fome that are fo far advanced in this fpi- 
ritual Warfare, as to receive fome Service from 
it, I fhall at leaft touch upon it. 

§. 7. The Lawful Self, which we are to 
deny, is that Conveniency, Eafe, Enjoyment 
and Plenty, which in themfelves are fo far 
from being Evil, that they are the Bounty and 
Bleffings of God to us: As Hufband, Wife, 
Child, Houfe, Land, Reputation, Liberty, 
and Life itfelf: Thefe are God’s:»Favours, 
which we may enjoy with lawful Pleafure, and 
juftly improve as our honeft Intereft. But 
when God requires them, at what Time foever 
the Lender calls for them, or is pleafed to try 
our Affections by our parting’ with them ; I 
fay, when they are brought in Competition 
with him they muft not be preferr’d, they 
muft be denied. Chrift himfelf defcended from 
the Glory of his Father, and willingly made 
himfelf of no Reputation among Men, that 
he might make us of fome with God ; and 
from the Quality of thinking it no Robbery to 
be equal with Ged, he humbled himfelf to the 
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poor Form of a Servant; yea, the ignomi- 
‘nious Death of the Crofs, that he might deliver 
us an Example of pure Humility, ‘and entire 
Submiffion to the Will of our Heavenly 
Father. 

§. 8. It is the Doctrine he teaches us in 
thefe Words: He that loveth Father or Mo- 
ther, Son or Daughter, more than me, is not 
worthy of me. Again, Whofoever he be of you, 
that forfaketh not all that he bath, be cannot be 
my Difciple. And he plainly told the young rich 
Man, That if he would have eternal Life, be 
foould fell all and follow him: A Doétrine, fad 
to him, as to thofe, that like him ( for all their 
high Pretences to Religion ) in Truth love their 
Poffefions more than Chrift. This Doctrine 
of Self-denial is the Condition to eternal Hap- 
pinefs: He that will come after nie, let him 
deny himfelf, and take up bis Crofs, and follow 
me. Let him do as Ido: Asif he had faid, 
He mutt do as I do, or he cannot be as Iam, 
the Son of God. 

§. g. This made thofe honeft Fifhermen 
quit their lawful Trades, and follow Him, 
when he called them to it; and others, that 
waited for the Confolation of Ifrael, to offer up 
their Eftates, Reputations, Liberties, and alfo 
Lives, to the Difpleafure and Fury of their 
Kindred, and the Government they liv’d un- 
der, for the fpiritual Advantage that accrew’d 
to ‘thern, by their faithful Adherence to his 
Holy Dottrine. True, many would have ex- 
cus’d their following of him in the Parable of 
the Feaft: Some had bought Land, fome had 


18,19,20. married Wives, and others had bought Yokes 


of Oxen, and could not come; that is, an im- 
moderate 
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moderate Love of the World hindred them : 
Their lawful Enjoyments, from Servants, 
became their Idols; they worfhiped them more 
than God, and would not quit them, to come 
to God. But this is Recorded to their Re- 
proach: And we may herein fee the Power 
of Self upon the worldly Man, andthe Danger 
that comes to him by the Abufe of lawful 
Things. What, thy Wife dearer to thee than 
* thy Saviour! And thy Land and Oxen pre- 
fer’d before thy Souls Salvation: O beware, 
that thy Sbinierts prove not Snares firft, and 
then Curfes: To over-rate them, is to pro- 
voke him that’ gave them, to take them away 
again: Come and foilow him that giveth 
Life eternal to the Soul. 

§. 10. Wo to them that have their Hearts in 
their earthly Poffeffions+ For when they are 
gone, their Heaven is gone with'them. It is 
too much the Sin ofthe beft Part of the World, 
that they ftick in the Comforts of jt: And’tis 
lamentable to behold how their Affections are 
bemired, and entangled with their Convenien- 
ces and Accommodations in it. The true felf- 
denying Man is a Pilgrim ; but the feififh 
Man is an Inhabitant of the World: The 
one ufes it, as Men do Ships, to tranfport 
themfelves, or tackle in a Journey, that is, to 
get Home ; the other looks no further, what- 
ever he prates, than to be fix’d in Fuinefs and 
Eafe here, and likes it fo well, that ifhe could, 
he would not exchange. However, he wili 
not trouble himfelf te think of the other 
World, till he is fure he muft live no longer 
inthis: But then, alas! ’twill prove too lates 
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not to Abraham, but to Dives, he muft go ; 
the Story is as trucas fad. 

§. 11. But on the other Hand, it is not for. 

Nought that the Difciples of Jefus deny them- 

felves ; and indeed, Chrift himfelf had the 

eternal Joy in his Ẹye: For the Joy that was 

Feb. 32.2. fet before bim (fays the Author to the Hebrews ) 
he endured the Crofs ; that is, he denied hims 
felt, and bore the Reproaches and Death of the 
Wicked: ind defpifed the Shame, towit, the 
Difhorour and Derifion cf the World. It made 
him not afraid or fhrink, he contemned it: nd 
is fet down on the right Hand of. the Throne of 
God. And to their Encouragement, and great 
Confolation, when Peter afked him what they 
fhould have that had forfaken all to follaw 
him? Tie anfwered them, Verily I fay unto 
you, that ye which bave followed me IN THE 
REGENERATION, when the Son of Man fhail 
fit on the Throne of his Glory, ye alfo fhall fit 
upon twelve Thrones, judging the twelve Tribes 
of Ifrael; that were then inan Apoftacy from 
the Life and Power of Godlinefs. This was 
the Lot of his Difciples ; the more immediate 
Companions of his Tribulations, and firft 
Meffengers of his Kingdom. But the next that 
follows is to all: ‘* And every one that hath 
« forfaken Houfes, or Brethren, or Sifters, or 
« Father, or Mother, or Wife, or Children, 
« or Lands, for my Name’s Sake, fhall re- 
t¢ ceive an hundred Fold, and fhall inherit 
“ everlafting Life.’ ’Twas this Recompence 
of Reward, this eternal Crown of Righteout- 
nefs, that in every Age has raifed, in the Souls 
of the Juft, an holy Neglect, yea, Contempt 
of the World. To this is owing the Conftan- 
yee i l Bae cy 
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cy of the Martyrs, as to their Blood the Tri- 
umph of the Truth. 

§. 12. Nor is thisa new Doétrine; ’tis as 
old as Abraham. In feveral moft remarkable 
inftances, his Life was made up of Self-denial. Gen, 1: 
Firft, in quitcing hisown Land, where we may 
well fuppofe him fettled in the midft of Plenty, 
at leait Suficiency: And why? Becaufe God 
called him. Indeed this fhouJd be Reafon e- 
nough ; but {uch is the World’s Degeneracy, 
that in Fact it is not: And the fame Ad, 
upon the fame Inducement, in any now, tho’ 
prais *d in Abraham, would be derided. So 
apt are People not to underftand what they 
commend; nay to defpife thofe Actions, when 
they meet them in the People of their own 
Times, which they pretend to admire in their 
Anceftors. 

§. 13. But he obeyed: The Confequence 
was, that God gave him a mighty Land. 
This was the firt Reward of his Obedience. 
The next was a Son in his old ge ; and 
which greaten’d the Bleffing, after it had been, 
in Nature, paft the Time of his Wife’s bear- 
ing of Children. Yet God called for his Dar- gen. =z, 
ling, their only Child, the Joy of their Age, 
the Son of a Miracle, and he upon whom the 
fulfilling of the Promife made to Abraham did 
depend. For this Son, I fay, God called: 
A mighty Tryal! that which, one would haye 
thought, might yery well have overturned his 
Faith, and ftumbled his ees 5 at leaft 
have put him upon this Difptite’in himfeif : 
“ This Command is Unreafonable and Cruel ; 
s *tis the Tempter’s, it cannot be God’s. F ‘or, 
ff as it to be thought that God gave me a Son 
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to make a Sacrifice of him ? That the Fa- 
ther fhould be Butcher of his ohly Child ? 
“ Again, That he fhould require me to offer 
up the Son of his own Promife, by whom 
s his Cowenant is to be perform’d: This 
« is incredible.” I fay; Thus Abraham might 
naturally enough have argued, to withftand 
the Voice of God, and indulge his great Af- 
fections to his beioved Ifaac.’ But good old 
Abraham, that knew the Voice that had promis’d 
him a Son, had not forgot to know it, when it 
required him back again: He difputes not, 
tho’ it look’d Strange, and perhaps with fome 
Surprize and Horror. He had learned 
to believe, that God that gave him a Child 
by a Miracle, could work another to preferve 
or reftore him. His Affeétions could not 
ballance his Duty, much lefs overcome his 
Faith ; for he received him in a Way that 
wauld let him doubt of nothing that God had 
promis’d of him. 

To the Voice of this Almightinefs he bows, 
builds an Altar, binds his only Son upon it, 
kindles the Fire, and ftretches forth his Hand 
to take the Knife: But the Angel ftop’d the 
Stroke, Hold Abraham, thy Integrity is proved. 
What follow’d? A Ram ferved, and Ifaac was 
his again. This fhows how littie ferves, where 
Allis refigned, and how mean a Sacrifice con- 
tents the Almighty, where the Heart 1s ap- 
prov’d. So that ’tis not the Sacrifice that re- 
commends the Heart, but the Heart that gives 
the Sacrifice Acceptance. 

God often touches our beft Comforts, and 
calls for that which we moft love, and are leaft 
willing to part with. Not that he always takes 
| It 
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ic utterly away, but to prove the Soul’s Inte- 
grity, to caution us from Excefles, and that 
we may remember God, the Author of thefe 
Bleffings we poffefs, and live loofe to them. 
I fpeak my, Experience : The Way to kcep 
our Enjoyments, is to refign them ; and tho’ 
that be hard, ’tis fweet to fee them returned, 
as Ifaac wasto his Father Abraham, with more 
Love and Bleffing than before. O ftupid 
World! O Wordly Chriftians! Not only 
Strangers, but Enemies to this excellent Faith ! 
And whil:t fo, the Rewards of it you can never 
know. 
§. 14. But Job preffes hard upon Abraham: 
His Szif-denial alfo was very fignal. For when 
the Meffengers of his Afflictions came thick 
upon him, one doleful Story atter another, till 
he was left as naked as when he was born; the 
firft Thing he did, he fell to the Ground, and 
worfhip’d that Power, and kifs’d’ that Hand 
that ftrip’d him : So far from murmuring, that 
he concludes his Loffes of Eftate and Children 
with thefe Words: Naked came I out of my j.5 1, 21, 
Mother’s Womb, and naked fhall I return: The 
Lord gave, and the Lord bath taken away; 
bleffed be the Name of the Lord. O the deep 
Faith, Patience, and Contentment of this ex- 
cellent Man! One would have thought this 
repeated News of Ruin had been enough to 
have overfet his Confidence in God: Butit did 
not; that ftay’d him. But indeed he tells us 
why: His Redeemer liv’d; [know (fays he) a.a 
that my Redeemer lives. And it appeared he — © 
did; for he had redeemed him from the 
World: His Heart was nor in his worldly 
Comforts; his Hope lived above the Joys of 
D 5 Time, 
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Time, and Troubles of Mortality ; not tempt- 
ed with the one, nor fhaken by the other; but 
firmly belicved, That when after bis Skin 
Worms foould bave confumed bis Body, yet with 
bis Eyes he foould fee God. Thus wa the Heart 
of Job both fubmittedto, and comforted in the 
Will of God. 

§. 15. Mofes is the next great Example in 
facred Story for remarkable S [/- temal, Be- 
fore the Times of Chrift’s Appearance in the 
Flefh. He had been faved when an Infant, 
by an extraordinary Providence, and it feems, 
by what followed, for an extraordinary Service: 
Pharaoh’s Daughter ( whofe Compaffion was 
the Means of his Prefervation when the King 
decreed the Slaughter of the Hebrew Males ) 
took him for her Son, and gave him the Edu- 
cation of her Father’s Court. His own grace- 
ful Prefence and extraordinary Abilities, joyn’d 
with her Love for him and Intereft in her Fa- 
ther to promote him, muft have render’d him, 
if not capable of Succeffion, at leaft of being 
chicf Minifter of Affairs under that wealthy 
and powerful Prince. For Egypt was then 


_ what Athens and Rome were after, the mat 
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famous for Learning, Arts and Glory. 
§. 16. But Mofcs, ordained for other Work, 
and guided by a better Star, an higher Princi- 
le, no fooner came to Years of Difcretion, 
than the Impiety of Egypt, and the Oppref- 
fons of his Brethren there, grew a Burden too 
heavy far him to bear. And though fo wife 
and good a Man could not want thofe gener- 
ous and grateful Refentments, that became the 
Kindnefs of the King’s Daughter to him; yet 
he had alfo feen that God that was invifille, “m7 
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did not dare to live in the Eafe and Plenty of 
Pharaoh’s Houfe, whilft his poor Brethren Exed. 5.7, 
were required to make Brick without Straw. 

Thus the Fear of the Almighty taking deep 
hold of his Heart, henoktly refufed to be called 
the Sonof Pharaoh’s Daughter, and chofe rather 
a Life of Affiiction with the moft defpifed and 
oppreft Ifraelites, and to be the Companion of 
their Temptations and Jeopardies, than to en- 
joy the Pleafures of Sin for aSeafon ; efteeming 
the Reproaches of Chrift ( which he fuffered 
for making that unworlcly Choice) greater 
Riches than all the Treafures of that Kingdom, 

§. 17. Nor was he fo foolifh as they thought 
him; he had Reafon on his Side: For it is 
faid, He had an Eye to the Recompence of 
= Reward: He did but refufe a leffer Benefit for 
a greater. In this his Wifdom tranfcended that 
of the Egyptians; for they made the prefent 
World their Choice ( as uncertain as the Wea- 
ther ) and fo loft that which has no End. Mofes 
look’d deeper, and weighed the Enjoyments of 
this Life in the Scales of Eternity, and found 
they made no Weight there. He governed 
himielf not by the immediate Poffeffion, but 
the Nature and Duration of the Reward. His 
Faith corrected his Affections, and taught him 
to facrifice the Pleafure of Se/f to the Hope he 
had of a future more excellent Recompence. 

§. 18. Ifaiah was no inconfiderable Inftance 
of this bleffed Self-denial; who of a Courtier + 
became 4 Prophet, and left the worldly Inter- sf the Pro- 
efts of the one for the Faith, Patience and Suf- phets- 
ferings of the other. For his Choice did not 
Only lofe him the Favour of Men; but their 
Wickednefs, enraged at his Integrity to God, 
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in his ferventand bold Reproofs of them, made 
a Martyr of him in the End. For they barbar- 
ouly faw’d him afunder in the Reign of King 
Manaffes. Thus died that excellent Man, and 
(commonly call’d) the Evangelical Prophet. 

§. 19. I fhall add, of many, one Example 
more, and that is from the Fidelity of Daniel ; 
an Holy and Wife young Man, that when his 
external Advantages came in Competition with 
his Duty to Almighty God, he relinquifhed 
them all: And inftead of being follicitous how 
to fecure himfelf, as one minding nothing lefs, 
he was, with utmoft Hazard of himfelf, moft 
careful how to preferve the Honour of God, 
by his Fidelity to his Will. And thougł at 
the firft it expos’d him to Ruin, yet, as an In- 
{tance of great Encouragement to all, that like 
him will chufe to keep a good Confcience in an 
evil Time, at laft it advanced him greatly in 
the World; and the God of Daniel was made 
Famous and Terrible through his Perfeverance, 
even in the Eyes of Heathen Kings. 

§. 20. What fhall I fay of all the Reft, who 
counting nothing dear, that they might do the 
Will of God, abandon’d their worldly Comforts 

orotheus 2G expofed their Eafe and Safety, as often as 

ibid, the Heavenly Vifion called them, tothe Wrath 
and Malice of degenerate Princes, and an apof- 
tate Church? More efpecially Jeremiah, Ezekiel 
and Micah, that after they had denied them- 
felves in Obedience to the Divine Voice, feal- 
ed up their Teftimony with their Blood. 

Thus was Self-denial the Practice and Glory 
of the Ancients that were Predeceffors to the 
Coming of Chrift in the Flefh: And fhall we 
hope to go to Heaven without it now, when 

our 
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our Saviour himfelf is become the moft excel- 
lent Example of it? And that not as fome 
would fain have it, viz. for us, that we need ,,, wey Rr 
not; but for us, that we might deny our felves, 
and fo be the true Followers of his blefled 
i Me 
Whoever therefore thou art, that 
would’ do the Will of God, but fainteft in 
thy Defires from the Oppofition of worldly 
Confiderations ; remember I tell thee, in the 
Name of Chrift, that he that prefers Father or 
Mother, Sifter or Brother, Wife or Child, 
Houfe or Land, Reputation, Honour, Office, 
Liberty or Life, before the Teftimony of the 
Light of Jefus, in his own Confcience, fhall be 
rejected of him, in the folemn and general In- 
queftupon the World, whenall fhall be judged, 
and receive according to the Deeds done, not 
the Profeffion made, inthis Life. It was the 
Doctrine of Jefus, that if thy right Hand offend , M* 5s 
thee, thou muft cut it of; and if thy right Eye `` 
offend thee, thou muf pluck it cuf: Thats, if 
the moft dear, the moft ufeful and tender Coni- 
forts thou enjoyeft, ftand in thy Soul’s Way, 
and interrupt thy Obedience to the Voice of 
God, and thy Conformity to his holy Will re- 
vealed in thy Soul, thou art engaged under the 
Penalty of Damnation to part with them. 

§. 22. The Way of God is a Way of Faith, 
as dark to Senfe, as mortal to Self. °Tis they; ae 
Children of Obedience, who count with holy 
Paul, all Things Drofs and Dung, that they 
may ‘win Chrift, and know and walk in this 
narrow Way. Speculation won’t do, nor can 
refined Notions enter, the Obedient only eat 
the Good of this Land. They that do his Wil! 
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( fays the bleffed Jefus) hall know of my Doc- 
trine, them he will inttruét. There is no 
Room for Inftruétion, where lawful Self is 
Lord, andnotServant. For Self can’t receive 
it: That which fhould, is oppreft by Self; 
fearful and dares not. O what will my Father 
or Mother fay? How will my Husband ufe 
me? Or finally, what will the Magiftrate co 
with me? For tho’ I have a moft powerful Per- 
fwafion, and clear Conviction upon my Soul, 


of this or that Thing, yet confidering how un- 


modith it is, what Enemies it has, and how 
{trange and fingular I fhall ieem to them, I 
hope God will pity my Weaknefs: If I fink, I 
am but Flefh and Blood; it may be hereafter 
he may better enable me ; and there is Time 
enough. Thus felfifh, fearful Man. 

But deliberating is ever worft; for the Soul 
lofes in Parly : The Manifeftation brings Power 
with it. Never did God convince People, 
but, upon Submiffion, he impower’d them. 
He requires nothing without Ability to perform 
it: That were mocking, not faving of Men. 
It is enough for thee to do thy Duty, that God 
fhews thee thy Duty; provided thou clofett 
with that Light and Spirit, by which he gives 
thee that Knowledge. They that want Power, 
are fuch as don’t receive Chrift in his Convic- 
tions upon the Soul; and fuch will always want 
it: But fuch as do, they receive Power ( like 
thofe of old ) to become the Children of God, 
through the pure Obedience of Faith. 

§. 23. Wherefore, let me befeech you, by 
the Love and Mercy of God, by the Life and 
Death of Chrift, by the Power of his Spirit, 
and the Hope of Immortality, that you, whole 

Hearts 
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Hearts are eftablith’d in your temporal Com- 
forts, and fo Lovers of Self more than of thefe 
heaven'y Things, would let the Time paft 
futice: That you would not think it enough 
to be clear of fuch Impieties, as too many are 
found in, whilft your inordinate Love of law- 
fui Things has defil’d your Enjoyment of them, 
and drawn your Hearts from the Fear, Love, 
Obedience, and Self-denial of a true Difciple 
of Jefus. Tack about then, and hearken to 
the frill Voice in thy Confcience ; it tells thee 
thy Sins, and of Mifery in them. It gives a 
lively Difcovery of the very Vanity of the 
World, and opens to thy Soul fome Profpect 
of Eternity, and the Comforts of the Juft that 
are at Reft. If thou adhereft to this, it will 
divorce thee from Sin and Self : Thou wilt foon 
find that the Power of it’s Charms, exceed that 
of the Wealth, Honour, and Beauty of the 
World, and finally will give thee that Tran- 
quility, which the Storms of Time can never 
fhipwrack, or diforder. Here all thine Enjoy- 
ments are bleft, though {mall, yet great by 
that Prefence that 1s within them. 

Even in this World the Righteous have the 
better of it, for they ufe the World without 
Rebuke, becaufe they don’t abufe it. They 
fee and blets the Hand that feeds, and cloaths, 
and preferves them. And as by beholding him 
in all'his Gifts, they don’t adore them, but 
him, fo the Sweetnefs of his Bleffings that gives 
them, is an Advantage, fuch have upon thofe 
that fee him not. Befides, in their Increafe 
they are not lifted up, nor in their Adverfities 
are they caft down: And why? Becaufe they 
are moderated in the one, and comforted.in the 
ether, by his divine Prefence, Tn 
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- In fhort, Heaven is the Throne, and the 

Earth but the Footftool of that Man, that hath 

Self under Foot. And thofe that know thar 

Station, will not eafily be moved; fuch learn 

Eph. 5,15,to Number their Days, that they may not be 

16. furprized with their Diffolution ; and to redeenz 

their Time, becaufe the Days are Evil; remem- 

-bring, that they are but Stewards, and muft de- 

liver up their Accompts to an impartial Jucge. 

Therefore not to Seif, but to him they live, 

and in him die, and are bleffed with them that 

die in the Lord. And thus I conclude my 
Difcourfe of the right Ufe of lawful Self. 


CHAT T 


§. 1. Of unlawful Self, *tis twofold. 1. In 
Religion. 2. In Morality. §. 2. Of thofe that 
are moft Formal, Superftitious and Pompous 
in Worfhip. §. 3. God’s Rebuke of carnal 
Apprebenfions. §. 4. Chrift drew off bis Dif- 
ciples from the Jewith exterior Worthip, and 
inftituted amore Spiritual one. §. 5. Stephen 
is plain and full in this Matter. §. 6. Paul 
refers the Temple of God twice to Man. §. 7. 
Of the Crofs of thefe worldly Worthippers. 
§. 8. Flefh and Blood makes their Crofs, there- 
fore can’t be crucified by it. §. 9. They are 
Yoaks without Reftraint. §. 10. Of the 
Gawdinefs of their Crofs, and their Refpeét 
to it. §. 11. A Reclufe Life no true Gofpel 
Abnegation. §. 12. A Comparifon between 
Chrif s Self-denial and theirs: His leads to 
Purity in the World, theirs to voluntary Im- 
Prifonment, that they might not be tempted of 
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the World. The Mifchief which that Exani- 
ple followed, would do to the World. It de- 
ftroys ufeful Society, honeft Labour. A lazy 
Life the ufual Refuge of Idlenefs, Poverty and 
guilty dge. §. 13. Of Chrift’s Crofs in this 
Cafe. The Impofhbitty that Juch an external 
Application can remove an internal Caufe. 
§. 14. 4n Exbortation to the Men of this Bé- 
lief, not to deceive themfelves. 


$. 1. ¥ Am nowcome to unlawful Self, which, 

more or lefs, is the immediate Con- 
cernment of much the greater Part of Mankind. 
This unlawful Self is twofold. 1ft. That which 
relates to religious Worfhip: 2dly, That which 
concerns moral and civil Converfation in the 
World. And they are both of infinite Confe- 
quence, to be confidered by us. In which, I 
fhall be as brief as I may, with Eafe to my Con- 
{cience, and no Injury to the Matter. 

§. 2. That unlawful Self in Religion, that 
ought to be mortified by the Crofs of Chrift, 
is Man’s Invention and Performance of Wor- 
fhip to God, as Divine, which is not fo, ei- 
ther in it’s Inftitution or Performance. In this 
great Error; thofe People have the Van, of all 
that attribute to themfelves the Name of Chrifti- 
ans, that are moft Exteriour, Pompous, and 
Superftitious in their Worfhip: For they de 
not only mifs exceedingly, by a fpiritual Un- 
preparednefs, in the Way of their performing 
Worthip to God Almighty, who is an eterna! 
Spirit; but the Worfhip it felf; is compofed 
of what is utterly Inconfiftent, with the very 
Form and Pra¢tice of Chrift’s Doctrine, and 
the Apoftolical Example. For whereas that 
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was Plain and Spiritual, this is Gawdy and 
Worldly: Chrift’s moft Inward and Mental, 
their’s moft Outward and Corporal: That 
fuited to the Nature of God, who is a Spirit, this 
accommodated to the moft carnal Part. So that 
inftead cf excluding Flefh and Blood, behold 
a Worfhip calculated to gratify them: As if 
the Bufinefs were not to prefent God with a 
Worfhip to pleafe him, but to make one to 
pleafe themfelves. A Worfhip drefs’d with 
{uch ftately Buildings, and Imagery, rich Fur- 
nitures and Garments, rare Voices and Mufick, 
coftly Lamps, Wax-Candles and Perfumes ; 
and all aéted with that moft pleafing Variety, 
to the external Senfes, that Art can invent, or 
Coft procure: As if the World were to turn 
Jew or Egyptian again; or that God was an 
old Man, indeed, and Chrift a little Boy, to 
be treated with a Kind of religious Mafk, for 
fo they picture him in their Temples ; and too 
many in their Minds.. And the Truth is, fuch 
a Worfhip, may very well fuit fuch an Idea 
of God: For when Men can think him fuch 
an one as themfeves, it is not to be wondered, 
if they addrefs to him, and entertain him in a 
Way that would be moft pleafing from others 
to themfclves. 

§. 3. But what faid the Almighty to fuch a 
fenfual People of old, much upon the like Oc- 
cafion ? Thou thoughteft that Iwas fuch an one 
as thy felf, but I will reprove thee, and fet thy 
Sins in Order before thee. Now confider this, 
ye that forget God, left I tear you in Pieces, and 
there be none to deliver. But to bim that order- 
eth his Converfation aright, will I foew the Sal- 
vation of God, ‘This is the Worfhip accept- 
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able to him, To do Fujftly, love Mercy, and Mic.6. 8 
walk bumbly with God. For he that 
fearcheth the Heart and tries the Reins of Man, 
and fets his Sins 1n Order before him, who is 
the God of the Spirits of all Flefh, looks nor 
to the externa! Fabrick, but internal Frame of 
the Soul, and Inclination of the’Heart. Nor 
is it to be foberiy thought, that he, who is 
cloathed with divine Honour and Majefty, who 
covers himfelf with Light, as with a Garment, 
who ftretches out the Heavens like a Curtain, 
who layeth the Beams.of his Chambers in the 
Deep, who maketh the Clouds his Chariots, 
and who walks upon the Wings of the Wind, 
who maketh his Angels Spirits, and his Mini- 
fters a flaming Fire, who laid the Foundation 
of the Earth, that it fhould not be moved for 
ever, can be adequately Worfhiped by thofe 
human Inventions, the Refuge of an apoftate 
People, from the primitive Power of Religion, 
and Spirituality of Chriftian Wortfhip. r 

§ 4. Chrift drew off his Difciples from the 
Glory and Worfhip of the outward Temple, 
and inftituted a more inward and {piritual Wor- 
fhip, in which he inftructed his Followers, 
Ye foall neither in this Mountain, nor yei at Jne 2% 
jerujelem (fays Chrift to the Samaritan Wo- `" 
man ) warfbip the Father, God is a Spirit, and 
they they that worfbip bim, mef worjbip bim in 
Spirit and im Truth. As if he had faid: “ For 
“ the Sake of the Weaknefs of the People, 
® God condefcended in-old Time, to limit 
« himielf to an outward Time, Place, Tem- 
*¢ pie and Service, in and by which he would 
“be worfhiped: But this was during Men’s 
“< Ignorance of his Omnuiprefence, and that 
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& they confidered not what God is, nor where 
« he is. But I am come to reveal him to as 
“¢ many as receive me. And I tell you that 
« God is a Spirit, and he will be worfhiped 
e in Spirit and in Truth. People muft be ac- 
« guainted with him as a Spirit, confider him, 
& and worfhip him as fuch. ’Tis not that 
« bodily Worfhip, nor thefe ceremonious Ser- 
“ vices, in Ufe among you now, that will 
c ferve, or give Acceptance with this God that 
“ isa Spirit: No, you muft obey his Spirit, 
e that ftrives with you, to gather you out of 
* the Evil of the World, that by bowing to 
‘© the Inftructions and Commands of his Spirit 
& in your own Souls, you may know what it is 
«< to worfhip him as a Spirit ; then you will 
“ underitand, that ’tis not going to this Moun- 
“ tain, nor Jerufalem, but to do the Will of 
« God, to keep his Commandments, and 
« commune with thine own Heaft, and fin not, 
« take up thy Crofs, meditate in his holy Law, 
* and follow the Example of him whom the 

~ ‘Fethter hath amw 
§. 5. Wherefore Stephen, that bold and 
conftant Martyr of Jefus, thus told the Jews, 
when a Prifoner at their Bar for difputing about 
the End of their beloved Tempk, and its Ser- 
vices, ( but falfly accufed of Blafphemy ) Solo- 
Aas 7.47, MON ( faid Stephen) built God an Houfe; bow- 
Mis 6 5.1, Čeit, God dwelleth not in Temples made with 
' Hands; as faith the Prophet, Heaven is my 
Throne, and the Earth is my Foot- tool, what 
Houfe will ye build me, faith the Lord? Or 
what is the Place of my Ret? Hath not my 
Hand made all thefe Things ? Behold a total 
Overthrow to all worldly Temples, and their 
ceremonious 
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ceremonious Appendencies! The Martyr fol- 
jows his Blow upon thofe apoftate Jews, who 
were cf thofe Times, the pempous, ceremoni- 
ous, worldly Worthippers: Xe fiif-necked 
and uncircumcifed in Heart and Ears, ye do al- 
was refit the Holy Ghoft , as did your Fathers 
fo doye. As if he had told them: ‘* No 
« Matter for your outward Temple, Rites, 
“ and fhadowy Services, your Pretenfions to 
© Succeffion in Nature from Abraham, and by 
* Religion from Mofes; you are Refifters of 
£< the Spirit, Gainfayers of its Inftructions : 
s You will not bow to its Counfel, nor are 
* your Hearts right towards God: You are 
“ the Succeffors of your Father’s , Iniquity ; 
* and though yerbal Admirers, yet none of 
e the Succeffors of the Prophets in Faith and 
Ai 
_ But the Prophet Ifaiah carries it a little fur- 
ther than is eited by Stephen. For after hav- 
ing declar’d what is not God’s Houfe, The 
Place where his Honour dwells, immediately If. 66,2 
follow żhefe Words: But to this Man will I 
look, even to bim that is Poor, and of a contrite 
Spirit, and trembleth at my Word. Behold, Q 
carnal and fuperftitious Man, the true Wor- 
{hiper and the Place of God's Reft! This is the 
Houfe and Temple of him whom the Heaven 
of Heavens cannot contain: An Houfe Self 
cannot build, nor the Art nor Power of Man 
prepare or confecrate. 

§. 6. Paul that great Apoftle of the Gen- 
tiles, twice exprefly refers the Word Temple ta 
Man: Once in his firft Epiftle to the Church 
at Corinth ; Know ye not (fays he ) that you 3 Co č 
are the Temples of the Holy Ghoft, which js in” 
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you, which ye have of God? &c. and not the 
Building of Man’s Hand and Art. Again, he 
tells the fame People (in his fecond Epiftle ) 
For ye are the Temple of the living God, as 
2 Cor, 6. God hath faid , ( and then cites God’s Words 
y. by the Prophet ) Z will dwell in tbem, and 
walk in them; and I will be their God, and 
they foall be my People. This is the evangeli- 
cal Temple, the Chriftian Church, whofe Orna- 
ments are not the Embroideries and Furnitures 
of worldly Art and Wealth, but the Graces of 
the Spirit; Meeknefs, Love, Faith, Patience, 
Self-denial and Charity. Here it is that the 
eternal Wifdom, that was with God from ever- 
lating, before the Hills were brought forth, or 
the Mountains laid, chufes to dwell, rejoyczng 
Prov-8.31- ( favs Wifdom ) in the habitable Part of bis 
Earth, and my Delights were with the Sons of 
Men; not in Houfes built of Wood and Stone. 
This living Houfe is more Glorjous than 
Solomon’s dead Houfe ; and of which his was 
but a Figure, as he, the Builder, was of Chrift, 
who builds us up an holy Temple to God. ° Twas 
Hag 2:9 nromifed of old, That the Glory of the latter 
Houfe fhould tranfcend the Glory of the former ; 
which may be applied to this: Not one out- 
ward Temple or Houfe to excel another in 
outward Luftre ; For where is the Benefit of 
that? But the divine Glory, the Beauty of 
Holinefs in the Gofpel-Houfe or Church, made 
up of renewed Believers, fhould exceed the 
outward Glory of Solomon’s Temple, which 
in Comparifon of the latter Days was but 
Flefh to Spirit, fading Refemblances to the 

eternal Subftance. 
But for all This, Chriftians have Meeting- 
Places, 
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Places, yet notin Jewifh or Heathen State, 
but Plain; void of Pomp and Ceremony ; fuit- 
ing the Simplicity of their bleffed Life and 
Doétrine. For God’s Prefence is not with the 
Houfe, but with them that are in it, who are 
the Gofpel-Church, and not the Houfe. O! 
that fuch as cal] themfelves Chriftians, knew 
but a real Sanctity in them{elves, by the wafh- 
ing of God’s regenerating Grace, inftead cf 
that imaginary Sanctity afcribed to Places: 
They would then know what the Church is, 
and where, in thefe evangelical Days, is the 
Place of God’s Appearance. This made the 
Prophet David fay, The King’s Daughter is all 
Glorious within, her Cloathing is of wrought 
Gold. What isthe Glory that is within the 
true Church, and that Gold that makes up thar 
inward Glory? Tellme, OSuperflitious Man! 
Is it thy ftately Temples, Altars, Tables, Car- 
Pets, Tapeftries: Thy Veftments, Organs, 

oices, Candles, Lamps, Cenfers, Plate and 
Jewels, with the like Furniture of thy worldly 
Temples? No fuch Matter ; they bear no Pro- 
portion with the divine Adornment of the King 
of Heaven’s Daughter, the blefied and redcera- 
ed Church of Chrift. Miferable Apoftacy that 
it is! And a wretched Supplement in the Lof 
and Abfence of the apoftolick Life, the fpi- 
ritual Glory of the primitive Church. 

§. 7. But yet fome of thefe Admirers of ex- 
ternal Pomp and Glory, in Worfhip, would 
be thought Lovers of the Crofs, and to that 
End have made tothemfelves many. But alas! 
What Hopes can there be of reconciling that 
to Chriftianity, that the nearer it comes to its 
Refemblance, the farther off it is in Reality ? 

4 For 
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For their very Crofs and Self-denial, are moft 
unlawful Self: And whilft they fancy to wor- 


fhip God thereby, they moft dangeroufly err 


from the true Crofs of Chrift, and that holy 
Abnegation that was of his bleffed Appoint- 
ment. *Tis true, they have got a Crofs, but 
it feems to be in the Room of the true One; 
and fo mannerly, that it will do as they will 
have it that wear it: For inftead of mortifying 
their Wills by it, they made it, and ufe it ac- 
cording to them. ‘ So that the Crofs is become 
their Enfign, that do nothing but what they 
jit. Yer by that they would be thought his 
Difciples that never did his own Will, but the 
Will of his heavenly Father. 

§. 8. This is fuch a Crofs as Flefh and Blood 
can carry, for Flefh and Blood invented it ; 
therefore not the Crofs of Chrift, that is to cru- 
cify Flefh and Blood. Thoufands of them have 
no more Virtue’ than aChip: Poor empty 
Shadows, not fo much as Images òf the true 
One. Some carry them for Charms about 
them, but never repel one Evil with them, 
They Sin with them upon their Backs; and 
though they put them jn their Bofoms, their 
beloved Lufts lie there too without the leaft 
Difquiet. ‘They areas dumb as Elijah’s Mack- 
Gods ; no Life nor Power in them: Andhow 
fhould they, whofe Matter is Earthly, and 
whofe Figure and Workmanfhip are but the 
{nvention and Labour of worldly Artifts? Is 
it poffible that fuch Croffes fhould mend their 
Makers? Surely not. ’ 

§. 9.  Thefe are Yokes without Reftraint, 
and Croffes that never contradit: A whole 
Cart-Load af them would leave a Man as un- 

mortifi d 
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mortified as they find him. Men may fooner 
knock their Brains out with them, than their 
Sins: And that, I fear, too many of them 
know in their yery Confciences that ufe them, 
indeed, adore them, and (which can only hap- 

en to the falfe Crofs ) are proud of them too, 
fiee the true One leaves no Pride, where it 
is truly born. 

§. 10. For as their Religion, fo their Crofs 
is very Gawdy and Triumphant: But in what? 
In precious Metals and Gems, the Spoil of Su- 
peritition upon the People’s Pockets. Thefe 
Croffes are made of earthly Treafure, inftead 
of Learning their Hearts that wear them to 
deny it: “And like Men, they are refpect- 
ed by their Finery. A rich Crofs fhall have 
many Gazers and Admirers ; the Mean, in this, 
as other Things, are more neglected. I could 
appeal to themfelves of this great Vanity and 
Superftition. O! How very fhort is this of the 
bleffed Crofs of Jefus, that takes away the Sins 
of the World! 

§. r1. Nor is a reclufe Life, ( the boafted 
Righteoufnefs of fome) much more commend- 
able,’ or one whit nearer to the Nature of the 
true Crofs: For if it be not unlawful as other 
Things are, “tis unnatural, which true Reli- 
gion teachesnot. The Chriftian Convent and 
Monaftery are within, where the Soul is en- 
cloiftered from Sin. And this religious Houfe 
the true Followers of Chrift carry about with 
them, who exempt not themfelves from the 
Corverfation of the World, though they keep 
themfelves from the Evil of the World in their 
Converfation. That isa lazy, rufty, unpro- 
fitable Self-denial, burdenfome to others to feed 
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their Idlenefs: Religious Bedlams, where Peo- 


‘ple are kept up left they fhould do Mifchief 


abroad: Patience per force: Self-denialagainft 
their Will, rather Ignorant than Virtuous; and 
out of the Way of Temptation, than conftant 
init. No thanks if they commit not, what 
they are not tempted to commit. What the 
Eye views not, the Heart craves not, as well as 
rues not. 

§. 12. The Crofs of Chrift is of another Na- 
ture: It truly overcomes the World, and leads 
a Life of Purity in the face of its Allurements: 
They that bear it, are not thus chained up, for 
fear they fhould bite; nor lock’d up, left they 
fhould be ftole away : No, they receive Power 
from Chrift their Captain, to refift the Evil, 
and do that which is good in the Sight of God; 
to defpife the World, and love its Reproach 
above its Praife: And not only not to offend 
others, but love thofe that offend them, tho’ 
not for offending them. What a World fhould 
we have, if every Body for Fear of tranfgref- 
fing, foould Mew bimfelf up within four Walls ? 
No fuch Matter; the Perfection of Chriftian 
Life extends to every honeft Labour or Traffick 
ufed among Men. This Severity is not the 
Effect of Chrift’s free Spirit, but a voluntary, 
flefhly Humility; meer Trammels of their 
own making and putting on, without Prefcrip- 
tion or Reafon. In all which, ’tis plain, they 
are their own Law-givers, and fet their own 
Rule, Mul&t and Ranfom: A conftrained 
Harfhnefs, out of joint to the reft of the Crea- 
tion: For Society is one great End of it, and 
not to be deftroyed for Fear of Evil; but Sin 
banifh’d that fpoils it, by fteady Reproof, and 
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a confpicuous Example of tried Virtue. True 
Godiinefs does not turn Men outof the World, 

but enables them to live better in it, and ex- 
cites their Endeavours to mend it: Not bide 
their Candle under a Bufbel, but fet it upon a 
Table in a Candleftick. Befides, ’tis a felfifh 
Invention ; and that can never be the Way of 
taking up the Crofs, which the true Crofs is 
therefore taken up to fubject. But again, this 
Humour runs away by it felf, and leaves the 
World behind to be loft ; Chriftians fhould 
keep the Helm, and guide the Veffel to its 
Port; not mearly {teal out at the Stern of the 
World, and leave thofe that are in it without 
a Pilot, to be driven by the fury of evil Times, 
upon the Rock or Sand of Ruin. In fine, this 
Sort of Life, if taken up by young People, is 
commonly to cover Jdlenefs, or to pay Por- 
tions; to fave the Lazy from the Pain of 


Punifhment, or Quality from the Difgrace of- 


Poverty: One won’t work, and the other 
feorns it. Ifaged, a long Life of Guilt fome- 
times flies to Superftition for a Refuge; and 
after having had its own Will in other Things, 
would finifh it ina wilful Rel. gon to make 
God amends. 

§. 13. But taking up the Crofs of Jefus is a 
more interior Exercife: Itisthe Circumf{pection 
and Difciplmne of the Soul, in Conformity to 
the divine Mind therein revealed. Does not 
the Body foifow the Soul, and not the Soul the 
Body? Do not fuch confider, that no outward 
Celi can faut up the Soul from Luft, the Mind 
from an Infinity of unrighteous Imaginations ? 
The Thoughts of Mans Heart are Evil, and 
that continually, ‘vil comesfrom within, and 

not 
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not from without: How then can an external 
Application remove an internal Caufe ; ora 
Reftraint upon the Body, work a Confinement 
of the Mind? Lefs much than without Doors: 
For where there is leaft of Action, there is 
moft Time to think ; and if thofe Thoughts 
are not guided by an higher Principle, Con- 
vents are more mifchievous to the World than 
Exchanges. And yet a Retirement is both an 
excellent and needful Thing: Crowds and 
Throngs were not much frequented by the 
ancient holy Pilgrims. 

§. 14. But then examine, O Man, thy 
Bottom, what it 1s, and who placed thee there; 
left in the End it fhould appear, thou haft put 
an eternal Cheat upon thy own Soul. Imuft con- 
fefs Iam jealous of the Salvation of my own 
Kind, having found Mercy with my heavenly 
Father: I would have none deceive them- 
felves to Perdition, efpecially about Religion, 
where People are moft apt to take all for grant- 
ed, and lofe infinitely by their own Flatteries 
and Neglect. The inward fteady Righteouf- 
nefs of Jefus is another Thing, than all the 
contrived Devotion of poor fuperftitious Man : 
And to ftand approved in the Eye of God, ex- 
cels that bodily Exercife in Religion, refulting 
from the Invention of Men. And the Soul 
that is awakened and preferved by his holy 
Power and Spirit, lives to him in the Way of 
his own Inftitution, and worfhips him in his 
own Spirit, that is, in the holy Senfe, Life, 
and Leadings of it; which indeed is the evan- 
gelical Worfhip. Not that I would be thought 
to “ighta true Retirement: For I do not only 
acki.owicdge, but admire Solitude. Chnit 
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himfelf was an Example of it: He lov’d and 
chofe to frequent Mountains, Gardens, Sea- 
fides. They are requifite to the growth 
of Piety; and I reverence the Virtue that feeks 
and ufes it; wifhing there were more of it in 
the World: But then it fhould be free, not 
conftrained. What Benefit to the Mind, to 
have it for a Punifhment, and not a Picafure ? 
Nay, I have long thought it an Error among 
all Sorts, thatufe not monaftick Lives, that they 
have no Retreats for the Afflicted, the Tempt- 
ed, the Solitary, and the Devout ; where they 
might undifturbedly wait upon God, pafs thro’ 
their religious Exercifes ; and, being thereby 
ftrenethned, may, with more Power over their 
own Spirits, enter into the Bufinefs of the 
World again; tho’ the lefs the better to be 
fure. For divine Pleafures are found in a free 


Solitude. 


CHAP. VI. 


$. 1. But Men of more refined Belief and Prac- 
tice, are yet concerned in this unlawful Self 
about Religion. §. 2. ’Tis the Rife of the 
Performance of Worfbip God regards. §. 3. 
True Worfbip is only from an Heart prepared 
by God's Spirit. §. 4. The Soul of Man 
Dead, without the divine Breath of Life, 
and fo not capable of worfoiping the living 
God. §. 5. We are not to ftudy what to Pray 
for. How Chriftians fhould Pray. The Aid 
they bave from God. §. 6. The Way of ob- 
taining this Preparation: °Tis by Waiting, 
as David and Others did of old, in boly 


Silence ; 
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Silence , that their Wants and Supplies are 
beft feen. §. 7. The Whole and the Full 
think they need not this Waiting, and fo ufe it 
not: But the Poor in Spirit are of another 
Mind, wherefore the Lord bears and fills 
them with bis good Things. §. 8. If there 
were not this Preparation, the Jewifh Times 
would have been more Haly and Spiritual than 
the Gofpel ; for even then it was required, 
much more now. §. 9. As Sin, fo formality 
cannot worfoip God: Thus David, Haiah, 
fc. §. 10. God's own Forms and Inftitu- 
tions hateful to Him, unlefs his own Spirit 
ufe them, much more thofe of. Man’s con-* 
triving. §. 11. God's Children ever met 
God in bis Way, not their own , and in bis 
Way they alwavs found Help and Comfort. 
Jn Jeremiah’s Time it was the fame, his 
Goodnefs was manifefted to bis Children that 
waited truly upon him : Twas an inward 
Senfe and Enjoyment of Him they thirfted af- 
ter. Chrift charged his Difciples alfo to wait 
for the Spirit. §. 12. This Doétrine of 
Waiting further opened, and ended with an 
Allufion to the Pool of Bethefda ; a lively 
Figure of inward Waiting, and its bleffed 
Effccts. 13. four Things nece[jary to Wor- 
foip; the Sanctification of the Worthiper, 
and the Confecration of the Offering, and the 
Thing żo be prayed for: And laftly, Faith to 
pray in: nd all muft be Right, that is, of 
God’s Giving. §. 14. The great Power of 
Faith in Prayer; witnefs the importunate 
Widow. The Wicked and Formal afk, 
and receive not; the Reafon why. But 
Jacob and bis true Off-fpring, the Followers 
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bis Faith, prevail. §. 15. This fhews, why 
Chrift upbraided bis Difciples with their little 
Faith. The necefity of Faith. Chrift works 
no Good on Men without it. §. 16. This 
Faith is not only Pofibl: now, but Necefiary. 
§. 17. What it is, further unfolded. §. 18. 
Who the Heirs of this Faith are ; and what 
were the noble Works of it im the former 


Ages of the Juft. 
§. 1. B U T there be others, of a more 


refined Speculation, ‘and reformed 
Practice, who dare rot ufe, and lefs adore a 
Piece of Wood or Stone, an Image of Silver 
or Gold ; nor yet allow of that Jewifh, or ra- 
ther Pagan Pomp in Worfhip, practifed by 
others, as if Chrift’s Worfhip were of this 
World, tho’ his Kingom be of the other; 
but are do¢trinally Averfe to fuch Superftition, 
and yet refrain not to bow to their own religi- 
ous Duties, and efteem their formal Perform- 
ance of feveral Parts of Worfhip, that go a- 
gainft the Grain of their fiefhly Eafe, and a’ 
Precifenefs therein, no {mall Crofs unto them ; 
and that if they abftain from . grofs and fcanda- 
lous Sins, or if the Act be not committed, tho’ 
the Thoughts of it are embrac’d, and that it has 
a full Career in the Mind, they holdthemfelves 
fafe enough within the Pale of Difciplefhip, 
and Wall of Chriftianity. But this alfo’ is too 
mean a Character of the Difcipline of Chrift’s 
Crofs: And thofe that flatter themfelves with 
fuch a Sort of taking it up, will in the End be 
deceived with a fandy Foundation, and a mid- 
might Cry. For faid Chrift, But J fay unto you, Mats. 12. 
that every idle Word that Men (hall fpeak, they 36 
feall 
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foall give an Account thereof in the Day of 
Judgment. 

§. 2, For Firlt, ’Ës not performing Duties 
of Religion, but the Rife of the Performance, 
that God looks at. Men may, and fome do, 
crofs their own Wills, in their own Wills ; 
voluntary Omiffion, or Commiffion: Who has 
required this at your Hands? faid the Lord of 
old to the Jews, when they feemed Induftrious 
to have ferved him, but it was in a Way of 
their own contriving or inventing, and in their 
own Time and Will; not with the Soul truly 
touch’d and prepar’d by the divine Power of 
God; but bodily Worfbip only, that the Apo- 
{tle tells us, profits little. Not keeping to the 
Manner of taking up the Crofs in Worthip, as 
well as other Things, has been a great Caufe of 
the troublefome Superftition that is yet in the 
World. For Men have no more brought their 
Worfhip to the Teft, than their Sins: Nay, 
lefs ; for they have ignorantly thought the one 
a fort of Excufe for the other ; and not that 
their religious Perforntances fhould need a Crofs, 
or an Apology. 

"$. 3. But true Worfbip can only come from 
an Heart prepared by the Lord. ‘This Prepara- 
tion is by the Sanétification of the Spirit , by 
which, if God’s Children are led in the general 
Courfe of their Lives, ( as Paul teaches ) much 
more in their Worfhip to their Creator and 
Redeemer. + And whatever Prayer be made, or 
Doétrine be uttered, and not from the Prepara- 
tion of the holy Spirit, it is not acceptable 
with God: Nor canit be the true evangelical 
Worfhip which is in Spirit and in Truth; that 
is, by the Preparation and Aid of the Spirit. 
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Tor what’s an Heap of the moft pathetical 
Words to God Almighty ; or the Dedication 
of any Place or Time to Him ? He is a Spirit, 
to whom Words, Places and Times ( ftrictly 
confidered ) are improper or inadequate. And 
tho’ they be Inftruments of publick Worfhip, 
they are but Bodily and Vilible, and cannot 
Carry our Requefts any further, much lefs re- 
commend them to the invifible God; by no 
Means: They are for the Sake of the Congre- 
gation: *Tis the Language of the Soul God 
hears ; nor can that fpeak; but by the Spirit ; 
or Groan anght tothe Almighty God, With- 
out the Affiftance of it. i 

§. 4. The Soul of Man, however Lively in 
other Things, is Dead to God, till he breath 
the Spirit of Life into it: It cannot live to 
him, much lefs worfhip him, without it. 
Thus God, by Ezekiel tells us, when in a 
Vifion of the Reftoration of Mankind, in the 
Perfon of Ifrael, (an ufual Way of Speaking 
among the Prophets, and as often miftaken ) 
I will open your Graves (faith the Lord ) and 
put my Spirit in you, and ye fhall live. So, tho’ 
Chrift taught his Difciples to pray, they were, 
in fome Sort Difciples before he taught them ; 
not worldly Men, whofe Prayers are an Abomt- 
nation to God. And his teaching them, is 
net an Argument that every Body mutt fay 
that Prayer, whether he can fay 1t with the fame 
Heart, and under the fame Qualifications, as 
his poor Difciples and Followers did or not, as 
is now too Superititioufly and Prefumptuoufly 
practifed. But rather, that as they then, fo 
we how, are notto pray our own Prayers, 
but 
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but His; that is, fuch as he enables us to make; 
as he enabled them then. 

§. 5. For if weare not to take Thought 
what we fhall fay when we come before worldly 
Princes, becaufe it fhall then be given us ; and 
that it is nót we that fpeak, but the Spirit of 
our heavenly Father that fpeaketh in us, much 
lefs can our Ability be needed, or ought we to 
ftudy to ourfelves Forms of Speech in our Ap- 
proaches to the Great Prince of Princes, King 
of Kings, and Lord of Lords. For be it his 
Greatnefs, we ought not by Chrift’s Command : 
Be it our Relation to him as Children, we need 
not: He will help us, he is our Father ; that 
is, if he be fo indeed. Thus not only the 
Mouth of the Body, but of the Soul is fhut, 
till God opens it; and then he loves to hear the 
Language ofit. In which the Body ought never 
to go before the Soul: His Ear is open to 
fuch Requefts, and his Spirit ftrongly inter- 
cedes for thofe that offer them. 

§. 6. But it may be afk’d, How hall this 
Preparation be obtain’d ? 

_Tanfwer: By waiting patiently, yet watch- 
fully and intently upon God: Lord, ( fays thie 
Pfalmitt ) thou hah heard the Defire of the Hum- 
ble ; thou wilt prepare their Heart, thou wilt 
caufe thine Ear to hear: And, ( fays Wifdom } 
The Preparation of the Heart in Man is from 
toe Lord. Here it is thou muft not think thy 
own Thoughts, nor fpeak thy own Words, 
( which indeed is the Silence of the holy Crofs ) 
but be fequeftred from all the confufed Imagina- 
tions, that are apt to throng and prefs upon the 
Mind in thofe holy Retirements. It is not for 
titee to think to overcome the Almighty by the 
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moft compofed Matter, caft into the apteft 
Phrafe: Ne, no; one Grdan, one Sigh, 
from a wounded Soul, an Heart touch’d wth 
true Remorfe, a fincere and godly Sorrow; which 
is the Work of God’s Spirit, excels and pre- 
vails with God. Wherefore ftand ftill in thy 
Mind, wait to feel fomething that is Divine, to 
prepare and difpofe thee to worfhip God truly 
and acceptably. And thus taking up the Crufs, 
and fhuttine the Doors and Windows of the 
Sou! againit every thing that would interrupt 
this Attendance upon God, how pleafant fo 
ever the Object be in it Self, how lawful of 
needful at another Seafon, the Power of the 
Almigity will break in, his Spirit will work 
and prepare the Heart, that it may offer up an 
acceptable Sacrifice. ’*Tis he that difcovers 
and preffes Wants upon the Soul; and when 
it cries, it is he alone that fupplhes them. 
Petitions not fpringing from fuch a Senfe and 
Preparation, are Formal and Fictitious: They 
are not True; for Men pray in their own blind 
Defires, and not in the Will of God; and his 
Farisftopp’d to them: But for the very Sighing _ 
of the Poor, and Crying of the Needy, God has P®™ 1% $. 
faid, He will arife ; that is, the poor in Spirit, 
the needy Soul, thofe that want his Affiftance, 
who are ready to be averwhelm’d, that feel a 
Need, and cry aloud for a Deliverer, and that 
have none on Earth to help, none in Heaven 
but bhim, nor in the Earth in Comparifon of 
him: He will deliver ( faid David) the Needy, por »2, 
when be cries, and the Peor, and bim that has 12, 24. 
no Helper. He fhall redeem their Soul from De- 
ceit and Violence, and Precious fhail their Blood 
bain his Sight, This poor Man (favs he) cried, 
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ou. 4 6, and the Lord heard him, and favedbimout of all 

er his Troubles. The Angel of the Lord encampeth 

round about them that fear him, and delivers 

Pil. rr. them: And then invites all to come and taft 

13. how Good the Lord is. Yea, He will Blefs them 
that Fear the Lord, both Small and Great. 

§. 7. But whats that to them that are not 

a., Hungry ? The Whole need not the Phyfician: The 

matsin Full baveno Need to figh, nor the Rich to cry 

for Help. Thofe that are not fenfible of their 

inward Wants, that have not Fears and Terrors 

upon them, who feel no Need of God’s Power 

to helpthem, nor of the Light of his Countenance 

to comfort them ; What have fuch to do with 

Prayer > Their Devotion is but at beft, a feri- 

ous Mockery of the Almighty. They know 

not, they want not, they defire not what they 

Pray for. They Pray, the Will of God may be 

done, and do conftantly their own: For tho’ 

it be foon faid, ’tis a moft terrible Thing to 

/ them. They afk for Grace, and abufe that 

they have: They pray for the Spirit, but 

refift it in themfelves, and fcorn at it in 

others: They requeft the Mercies and Good- 

nefs of God, and feel no real Want of them. 

And in this inward Infenfibility, they are as un- 

able to praife God for what they have, as to 

i pray for what they have not. They [ball praife 

Pal. 22. the Lord (fays David ) that feek bim: For he 

Pial. 107. fatisfeth the longing Soul, and filleth the Hungry 

” with good Things. This alfo he referves for the 

Poor and Needy, and thofe that fear God. Let 

Pal. 74. Lhe ( Spiritually ) Poor and the Needy praife thy 

Pa Name: Ye that fear the Lord, praife him, and 

4  yethe Seed of Jacob, glorify him. Jacob was a 

plain Man, of an upright Heart; and they that 
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No Crofs, no Crown. 69 


are fo, are his Seed. And tho’ ( with him ) 
they may be as poor as Worms in their own 
Eyes, yet they receive Power to wreftle with 
God, and prevail as he did. 

§. 8. But without the Preparation and Con- 
fecration of this Power, no Man is fit to come 
before God; elfe it were Matter of lefs Holinedfs prn 4 
and Reverence to worfhip God under the 2 chr. 29. 
Gofpel, than it was in the Times of the Law, 36: , | 
when all Sacrifices were fprinkled, before of- ie, "id 
fered ; the People cọnfecrated, that offered 
them, before they prefented themfelves before 
the Lord. If the touching ofa dead or un- 
clean Beaft then, made People unfit for Tem- 
ple or Sacrifice, yea, Society with the Clean, tl! 
firft fprinkled and fan¢tified, how can we think 
fo meanly of the Worfhip that is inftituted by 
Chrift in Gofpel-Times, as that it fhould ad- 
mit of unprepared and unfanctified Offerings ? 
Or, allow that thefe who either in Thoughts, 
Words, or Deeds, do daily touch that which 
is morally unclean, can ( without coming to 
the Blood of JESUS, that fprinkles the 
Confcience from dead Works ) acceptably wor- . 
fhip the pure God: ’Tis a dewn-right Con- 
tradiction to good Senfe: The Unclean can- 
not acceptably worfhip that whichis Holy ; 
the Impure that which is Perfect. There is 
an holy Intercourfe and Communion betwixt 
Chrift and his Followers ; but none at all be- 
twixt Chrift and Belial; between him and 2 vo 6a 
thofe that difobey his Commandments, and <r 
live not the Life of his bleffed Crofs and Self- 
Denial. 

§. 9. But as Sin, fo Formality cannot Wor- 
fhipGod; no, though the Manner were of 
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his own Ordination. Which made the Pro- 
phet, perfonating one in a great Strait, cry 


Mch.6.6. oUt, WVberewith fhall I come before the Lord, 


Js 


8. 


and bow my felf before the bigh God ? Shall I 
come before him with Burnt-Offerings 2 With 
Calves of a Year old? Will the Lord be pleafed 
with thoufands of Kams, or with ten thoufands 
of Rivers of Oil? Shali I give my Firft-born 
for my Tranfgreffion, the Fruit of my Body for 
ibe din af my Soul? He hath faewed thee, O 
Man, what is Good. And what doth the Lord 
require of thee, but to do juftly, to love Mercy, 
and to walk humbly with thy God? The Royal 
Prophet, fenfible of this, calls thus upon God ; 


Pist. rs, O Lord, open tbou my Lips, and my Mouth fhail 
18 17 haw forth thy Praife. He did not dare to o- 


pen his own Lips, he knew that could not 
praife God; and why? For thou defireft not Sa- 
crifice, elfe would J give it: ( If my form- 
al Offerings would ferve, thou fhouldft not 
want them ) Thou delighteft not iw Burnt-Offer- 
wes. The Sacrifices of God are a broken Spirit, 
a broken and a contrite Heart, O God, thou wilt 
nat defpife: And why? Becaufe this is God’s 
Work, the Effect of his Power ; and his own 
Works praife him. To the fame Purpofe 
dath God himfelf tpeak by the Mouth of Ifaiah, 
in Oppofition tq the Formalities and Lip- 
worfhip of the degenerate Jews: Thus faith 


yal.66.1, the Lord, The Heaven is my Fhrone, and the 


hy 
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Earth is my Foot-Stool, where is the Houfe that 
ye build tome? And where is the Place of my 
Rof 2 Far all thefe Things bath my Hang 
made. But to this Man will I look, even bim 
that is Poor, and of a contrite Spirit, and 
tresibleth at my Word. O bghcld the true 

l Worfhipper ! 
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Worfhipper! One of God’s preparing, cir- 
cumcifed in Heart and Ear, that refifts not 
the holy Spirit, as thofe lofty profeffing Jews 
did. Was this fo then, even in the Time of 


the Law, which was the Difpenfation of ex- - 


ternal and fhadowy Performances, and can we 
now expect Acceptance without the Prepara- 
tion of the Spirit of the Lord in thefe Gofpel 
Times, which are the proper Times for the 
Effufion of the Spirit? By no Means: God 
is what he was; and none elfe are his true 
Worthipers, but fuch as worfhip him in his 
own Spirit: Thefe he tenders as the Apple 
of his Eye: The reft do but mock him, and 
he defpifes them. Hear what follows to that 
People, for it is the State and Portion of 
> ee at this Day: “ He that killeth 
an Ox, is as if he flew a Man ; he that fa- 
« crificeth a Lamb, as if he cut off a Dog’ S 
s Neck; he that offereth an Qblation, as 
“if he offered Swine’s Blood; he that 
s burneth Incenfe, as if he bleffed an Idol, 
« Yea, they have chofen their own Ways, 
*¢ and their Soul delighteth in their Abom1- 
wwnationss’ Lert none fay, we offer not thefe 
Kinds of Oblations, for that is not the Matter; 
God was not offended with the Offerings, but 
Offerers. Thefe were the legal Forms ef 
_ Sacrifice by God appointed ; but they not pre- 
fenting them in thar Frame of Spirit, and un- 
der that right Difpofition of Soul that was re- 
quired, ad declares his Abhorrence, and thar 
with great Ageravation, and elfewhere by the 
{ame Prophet, forbids them, to bring any more 
vain Oblations before him : Incenfe ( faith 
God) is an Abomination to me: Your Sabbaths 
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and calling of Affemblies I cannot away witb ; 
jt is Iniquity,.even the folemn Meeting. And 
when you fpread forth your Hands, I will bide 
mine Eyes from you, when you make many 
Prayers, I will not bear you. A moft terrible 


' Renunciation of theiy Worfhip; and why ? 


Pial. 66. 
x6, 20. 


Becaufe their Hearts were polluted; they 
loved not the Lord with their whole Hearts, 
but broke his Law, and rebelled againft his 
Spirit, and did not that which was Right in his 
Sight. The Caufe is plain, by the Amend- 
ment he requires: Wafh you, ( fays the Lord ) 
make you Clean, put away the Evil of your Do- 
ings from before minexEyes :. Ceafe to do Evil, 
learn to do Well; Seek Judgment, relieve 
the Oppreffed, judge the Fatheglefs, plead for 
the Widow. Upon thefe Terms ( and nothing 
fhort) he bids them come to him, and tells 
them, That though their Sins be as Scarlet, they 
foall be White as Snow ; and though they be as 
Crimfon, they [hall be White as Wool. 

So True 1s, that notable Paffage of the 
Pfalmift : Come and hear, allye that fear God, 
and I will declare what he hath done for my Soul: 
I cryed to him with my Mouth, and he was ex- 
tolled with my Tongue. If I regard Iniquity in 
my Heart, the Lord will not bear me. But 
verily God bath heard me, be hath attended to the 
Voice of my Prayer. Bleffed be God which bath 
not turned away my Prayer, nor bis Mercy 
from me. l 
=. §. ro. Much of this Kind might be cited, 
to fhew the Difpleafure of God againft, even 
his own Forms of Worfhip, when performed 
without his own Spirit, and that neceffary 
Preparation ef the Heart in Man, that nothing 

elie 
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“elfe can work or give :* Which, above all o- 
ther Pen-men of facred Writ, is moft fre- 
quently and emphatically recommended to us 
by the Example of the Pfalmit, who, ever 
and anon cailicg to Mind his own great Slips, 
and the Caufe cf them, and the Way Ly which 
he came to be accepted of God, and obtain 
Strength and Comfort from him, reminds 
himfe.f to wait upon God. Lead me in thy» 
Truth, and teach me, for thou art the God of my 
Salvation, on thee do I wait all the Day long. 
His Soul look’d to God for Salvation, to 
be delivered from the Snares and Evils of 
the World. This fhews an inward Exer- 
cife, a fpiritual Attendance, that ftood 
not in external Forms, but an inward divine 
Aid. 

And truly, David had great Encouragement 
fo to do, the Goodnefs of God invited him to 
it, and ftrengthened him init. For, fays he, 
I waited patiently upon the Lord, and be inclined Pid. 40, 
unto me, and beard my Cry. He brought me»? 
out of the miry Clay, and fet my Feet upona Rock. 
That is, the Lord appeared inwardly to con- 
folate David’s Soul, that waited for his Help, 
and to deliver it from the Temptations and 
Afflictions that were ready’ to overwhelm it, 
and gave him Security and Peace. Therefore 
he fays, The Lord hath eftablifhed my Going ; 
thatis, fix’d his Mind in Rightcoufnefs. Be- 
fore, every Step he took bemired him, and he 
was fcarcely able to go without Falling: 
Temptations on all Hands ; but he waited pa- 
tiently upon God ; his Mind retired watchful 
and intent to his Law and Spirit ; and he felt 
the Lord to incline to him. His needy and 

fenfible 
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fenfible Cry entered Heaven, and prevail’d ; 
then came Refcue and Deliverance to David, 
(in God’s Time, not David’s ) Strength to go 
through his Exercifes, and furmount all his 


` Troubles. For which he tells us, Æ" New 


Phl. 24. 3. 


Song was put into bis Mouth, even Praife, fays 
he, to our God. But it was of God’s making 
and putting, and net his own. 

Another Time, we have him crying thus : 
As the Hart panteth after the Water Brooks, fo 
panteth my Soul after thee, O God. My Soul 
thirfteth for God, for the living God, when fhalt 
I come and appear before bim ? This goes be- 
yond Formality, and can be tied to no Leffon. 
But we may Ly this fee, that true Worfhip is 
an inward Work; that the Soul muft be touch’d 
and raifed in its heavenly Defires, by the hea- 
venly Spirit, and that the tue Worfhip is in 
God’s Prefence. When fhall I come and appear ? 
Not in-the Temple, nor with outward Sacrifi- 
ces, but before God, in his Prefence. So that 
the Souls of true Worfhipers fee God, make 
their Appearance before him; and this they 
wait, they pant, they thirft for. O how is the 


- better Part of Chriftendom degenerated from 


David’s Example ! No Wonder therefore that 
this good Man tells us, Truly my Soul waiteth 
upon God ; and that he gives it im Charge to 
his Soul fo todo; O my Soul, wait thou upon 
God , for my Expeftation is from him. As it 
he had faid, ‘* None ele can prepare my 
s Heart, or fupply my Wants; fo that my 
“« Expectation is not from my own voluntary 
s Performances, gr the bodily Weogfhip I can 
‘© give him; they are of no Value: They 
“ can neither help me, nor pleate him. But 
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« { wait upon him for Strength and Power to 

«© prefent my felf fo before him, as may be 

« moft pleafing to him: For he that prepares 

« the Sacrifice, ‘will certainly accept it.” 
Wherefore in two Verfes he repeats it thrice, Z 

wait for the Lord —— My Soul doth wait Pil. 130. 
My Soul waiteth for the Lord, more than they ®© k 
that watch for the Morning. Yea, 10 intently, 

and with that Unweariednefs of Soul, that he 

fays in one Place, Mine Eyes fail while I wait P®! 69-3» 
for my God. He was not contented with fo 

many Prayers, fuch a fet Worfhip, or limited 
Repetition; no: He leaves not till he finds 

the Lord, that is, the Comforts of his Pre- 

fence ; which bring the Anfwer of Love and 

Peace to his Soul. Nor was this his Practice 

only, asa Man more than ordinarily Infpired ; 

for he fpeaks of it as the Way cf Worthip, 

then amongt the true People of God, the 
fpiritual Ifrael, and Circumcifion in Heart, of 

that Day. Behold ( fayshe) as the Eyes of M. 123.2. 
Servants look to the Hand of their Mafters, and 

asthe Eye of a Maiden unto ihe Hand of her ** 33 °°: 
Miftrels, fo our Eyes wait upon the Lord our 

Ged, until be have Mercy upon us. In another 

Place, Our Soul waiteth for the Lord, be is our pal. sa. 9. 
Help and our Shield. I will wait upon thy 

Name, for itis Good before thy Saints. It was 

in Requeft with the truly Godly of that Day, 

and the Way they came to enjoy God, and 
worfhip him acceptably. And from his own 
Experience cf the Beneiit of waiting upon God, 

and the Saints Practice of thofe Times, he re- 
commends it to others: Wait upon the Lord, PE 27. 14 
be of good Courage, and he fhail ftrengthen thy 
Heart; Wait, I fay, upon the Lord. That 
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is, wait in Faith and Patience, and he will 
come to fave thee. Again, Ref in the Lord ana 
wait patiently upon bim: That ts, caft thy 
felf upon him; be contented, and wait forhim 
to help thee in thy Wants: Thou canft not 
think how near he is to help thofe that wait 
upon him: O try, and have Faith! Yet a- 
gain, he bids us, Wait upon the Lord, and keep 
his Way. Behold the Realon fo few Profit ! 
They are out of his Way; and fuch can never 
wait rightly upon him. Great Reafon had 
David for what he faid, thathad with fo much 
Comfort and Advantage met the Lord in his 
bleffed Way. 

§. 11. The Prophet Ifaiah tells us, That 
though the Chaftifements of the Lord were fore 
upon the People for their Backfidings, yet in the 
Way of bis Judgments (in the Way of his Re- 
bukes and Difpleafure ) they waited for him, 
and the Defire of their Soul (that is the great 
Point ) was to bis Name, and the Remembrance 
of him. They were contented to be chid and 
chaftifed, forthey had finned; and the Know- 
ledge of him fo, was very defirable to them, - 
But what! Did he not come at laft, and that 
in Mercy too? Yes, he did, and they knew © 
him when he came, (a Doétrine the Brutifh 
World knows not) This is our God, we have 
waited for him, and he will faveus. O bleffed 
Enjoyment! O precious Confidence. Here 
was a waiting in Faith, which prevail’d. All 
Worfhip, not in Faith, is fruitlefs to the 
Worfhiper, as well as difpleafing to God: And 
this Faith is the Gift of God, and the Nature 
of itis to purify the Heart, and give fuch as 
truly believe Victory over the World, Well! 

| But 
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Butthey goon: We bave waited for him, we wil] ti. 30. 18, 
be glad, ages in bis Salvation. The Prophet 
adds, Bleffed are all they that waituponGod: And 
they that wait upon the Lord, fhall re- Ch. 40.3%. 
new their Strength; they foall never faint, never 
_ be weary: The Encouragement is great. O hear 
him once more! For fince the beginning of the cn. 64, q. 


. World, Men bave not heard, nor perceived by 
the Ear, neither bath the Eye feen, O God! 
befides Thee, what he bath prepared for bim 
that waiteth for him. Behold the inward Life 
and Joy of the Righteous, the true Wor- 
fhipers 1 Thofe whofe Spirits bowed to the 
s Appearance of God’s Spirit in them, leaving 
nd iking all it appeared againft, and em- 
Whatever it led them to. In = 


is rd to them that wait -< him, to the Soul 

that feeketh him. Hence it is, that the wd AS 

Hofea exhorts the Church t, to turn and 
= wait upon God. Therefore turn thou to 09 se 
God; keep Mercy and Fudgment, and wait on S” 
thy God od continually. And Micah is very Zea- 
jous and Refofute in this good Exercife : J wa// 
look unto the Lord, I will wait for the God of 
my Salvation: My God will hear me. Thus 
did the Children of the Spirit, that thirfted 
after an inward Senfe of him. The Wicked 
cannot fay fo ; nor they that pray, unlefs they 
wait. °Tis charg’d upon Ifrael in the Wil- 
dernefs, as the Caufe of their Difobedience and 
Ingratitude to God, that they waited not for 
his Counfels. We may be fure it is our Duty, 
aid expected from us ; for God requires it in 
Zephaniah : Therefore wait upon me, faith the “?*- 5» 2- 

Lor 
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= Lord, until the Day that I arife, &c. O that 

all who profefs the Name of God, would wait 

fo, and not ofer to arife to worhhip without 
‘him! And they would feel his Stirrings dnd 
Anfings in them, to help, and prepare, and 
fanétifie them. Chrift exprefly charg’d_ his 
Difciples, They fhould not ftir from Ferufalem, 

Aas bs but wait till they had received the Promife of the 
` Father, the Bap:ifm of the Holy Ghoft, in order 
to their Preparation for the Preaching of the 
glorious Goipel of Chrift to the World. And 
tho’ that were an extraordinary Effufion for an 
éxtraordinary Work, yet the Degree does not 
charge the Kind. On the contrary, if fo much 
Waiting and Preparation by the Spirit was re- 
quifite to fit them to preach to Man; fome, at 
leaft, may be needful to fit us to fpeak to God. 
§. 12. Twill clofe this great Scripture Doc- 
trine of Waiting, with that Paffage in John, 
about the Pool of Bethefda. There is at Feru- 
falem, by the Sheep-Market, a Pool, which is 
John 5,2, called in the Hebrew Tongue, Bethefde, having 
ve . five Porches, in thefe lay a great Multitude of 
impotent Folks, of Blind, Halt, and Withered, 
waiting for the moving of the Water. For an 

Angel went down at a certain Seafon into the Pool, 

and troubled the Water: Whofoever then frh, 

after the troubling of the Water, ftep’d in, was 

made whoie of whatfoever Difeafe be had. A 

moft exact Reprefentation of what 1s intended 

by all that has been faid upon the Subject of 
Waiting. For as there was then an outward 

and legal, fo there is now a gofpel and i{pirh 

tual Jerufalem, the Church of God, confifting 

of the faithful. The Pool in that old Jerufa- 

lem, in fome fort, reprefented that Fountain,- 

which 
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which is now fet open in this new Jerufalem. 
That Pool was for thofe that were under Infir- 
m:ties of Body; this Fountain for all that are 
Impotent inSoul. There was an Angel then 
that moved the Water, to render it beneficial ; 
it is God’s Ang! now, the great Angel of his 
Prefence, that bleffeth this Fountain with Suc- 
cefs. They that then went in before, and did 
not watch the Angel, and take Advantage of 
his Motion, found no Benefit of their ftepping 
in: Thofe that now wait not the moving of 
God’s Angel, but by the Devotion of theif 
own forming and timing, ruth before God, as 
the Horfe into the Battle, and hope for Suc- 
cefs, are fure to mifcarry in their Expectation, 
Therefore, as then, they waited with all Pati- 
ence and Intention upon the Angel’s Motion, 
that wanted and defired to be cured; fo do 
the true Worfhipers of God now, that need 
and pray for his Prefence, which is the Life of 
their Souls, as the Sun is to the Plants of the 
Field. They have often tried the unprofitable- 
nefs of theirown Work, and are now come 
to the Sabbath indeed. ‘They dare not put up 
a Device of their own, or offer an unfanctified 
Requeft, much lefs obtrude bodily Worfhip, 
where the Soul is really infenfible or unprepar- 
ed by the Lord. In the Light of Jefus they 
ever wait to be prepared, retired, and reclufe 
from all Thoughts that caufe the leaft Diftrac- 
tion and Difcompofure in the Mind, till they 
fee the Angel move, and till their beloved 
pleafe to awake: Nor dare they call him before 
his Time. And they fear to make a Devotion 
in his Abfence; for they know ıt is not only 
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Ifa. 
Ch. 28, 15.01 hafe. They that worfhip with their own, 


Chap. 50. 
IY, 


Rom. 8, 
2.66 


can oniy do as the Ifraelites, turn their Ear- 
Rings into a Molten-Image, and be curs’d for 
thoit Pains. Nor fared they better, zhat ga- 
thered Sticks of old, and kindled a Fire, and 
compafjed themfelves about with the Sparks that 
they had kindled, for God told them, they 
foould lie down in Sorrow. It fhould not only 
be of no Advantage, and do them no Good, 
but incur a Judgment from bim: Sorrow amid 
Anguifh of Soul fhould be their Portion. 
Alas! Flefh and Blood would fain pray, tho’ 
it Cannot wait; and be a Saint, tho’ it can’t 
abide to do or fuffer the Will of God. With 
the Tongue it bleffes God, and with the Ton- 
gue it curfes Men, made in his Similitude. Ie 
calls Jefus Lord, bus not by the Holy Ghoft ; 
and often names the Name of Jefus, yea, 
bows the Knee to it too, but departs not from 
Iniquity : This is abominable to God. 

§. 13. Infhort, there are four Things fo 
neceflary to Worfhiping of God aright, and 
which puts its Performance beyond Man’s 
Power, that there feems little more needed 
than the naming of them. The firft is, The 
Santtification of the Worfhiper. Secondly, The 
Confecration of the Offering, which has been . 
fpoken to before fomewhat largely." Thirdly, 
What to pray for; which no Man knows, that 
prays not by the Aid of God’s Spirit; and 
therefore, without that Spirit no Man can truly 
pray. This the Apoftle puts beyond Difpute : 
We know not (fayshe) what we fhould pray 
for, as we ought, but the Spirit belpeth our Tn- 
Armities. Men unacquainted with the Work ° 

and 
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ånd Power of the holy Spirit; are Ignorant of 

the Mind of God; and thofe; certainly, can 

never ps him with their Prayers. Ít is not 

enough to know, we want; but we fhould 

learn whether it be not fent us as a Bleffing: 

Difappointmients to the Proud, Loffes to the 

Covetous; and to the Negligent, Stripes: To 

temove thefe; were to fecure the Deitruction,’ 

not help the Salvation of the Soul. 

~The vile World knows nothing, but Carnal- 

ly, after a flefhly Manner and Interpretation $ 

and too many that would be thought enlighten- 

ed, are apt to call Providences by wrong 

Names. For Inftance; Afflictions they file 

Judgments; and Trials ( more precious than 

the beloved Gold) they call Miferies. On the 

other Hand; they call the Preferments of the 

World by the Name of Honour, and its 

Wealth, Happinefs; when for once that they 

are fo, *tis much to be feared, they are fent of 

God an hundred Times for Judgments, at leaft 

Trials, upon theit Poffeffors. Therefore, what 

to keep, what to reject, what to want; isa 

Difficulty God only can refolve the Soul. And 

fince God knows, better than we,’ what we 

need; hecan better tell us what to afk, than we 

can him: Which made Chrift exhort his 

Difciples to avoid long and repetitious Prayers, 

telling them, That their heavenly Father knew 7 ‘Se 

what they needed, before they afe’d: And there- 

fore gave them a Pattern to pray by; not as 

fome fancy, to be a Text for human Liturgies, 

which of all Services are moft juftly noted and 

taxed for Length and Repetition ; but expreily 

to reprove and avoid them. But if thote 

Wants, that are the Subjeét of Prayer, were 
G once 
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reed upon (tho’ that might be 2 
weighty Point) yet how to pray, is ftill of 
greater Moment, than to pray, “tis not the 
Requeft, but the Frame of the Petitioner’s Spi- 
nt. The What may be proper, but the How 
defective. As I faid, God needs not bė told 
of our Wants by ds, who mufttell them to as ; 
yet he will be told them from us, that both we 
may feek him, and he may come down to us. 
But when this is done, To this Man will I look, 

ta. 66, 2. faith the Lord, even to him that is poor, and of 
a contrite Spirit, and that trembleth at my Word: 
Tothe fick Heart, the wounded Soul, the 
hungry and thirfty, the weary and heavy Jaden 

Ones; fuch fincerely want an Helper. 
1Tim.r,5. §. 14. Nor is this fufficient to compleat Gof- 
pel Worfhip; the fourth Requifite muft be 
neo had, and that is Faith, true Faith, precious 
2 Pet. 1. 1. F aith, the Faith of God’s chofen, that purifies 
their Hearts, that overcomes the World, and 
3 John 5.4.15 the Victory of the Saints. This is that wich 
animates Prayer, and preffes it home, like the 
importunate Widow, that would not be denied; 
“t-75> to whom Chrift ( feeming to admire ) faid, O 
Woman, great is thy Faith. This is of higheft 
Moment on our Part, to give our Addrefles 
Succefs with God; and yet not in our Power 
neither, for it is the Gift of God: From him 
we muft have it; and with one Grain of it, 
more Work is done, more Deliverance is 
wrought, and more Goodnefs and Mercy re- 
ceived, than’by all the Runnings, Willings, 
and Toilings of Man, with his Inventions and 
bodily Exercifes. Which duly weighed, will 
eafily fpell out the Meaning, why fo much 
Worfhip fhould bring fo little Profit to the 
World, 
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World, as we feeit does, viz. True Faith is 


| lot. They afk, and receive not ; they feek, and James 4. 3. 
» find not, they knock, and it is not opened unto 
them: The Cafe is plain ; their Requefts are 
not mixed with purifying Faith, by which they 
fhould prevail, as good Jacob’s were, when he 
wreftled with God, and prevailed. And the 
- Truth is, the Generality are yet in their 
- Sins, following their Hearts Lufts, and living 
in worldly Pleafure, being Strangers to this 
precious Faith. It is the Reafon render’d by the 
deep Author to the Hebrews, of the unprofi- 
tablenefs of the Wofd preached to fome of 
thofe Days; Not being (fays he ) mixed with 
Faith in them that beard it. Can the Minifter 
then Preach without Faith? No, and much 
lefscan any Man pray to purpofe without Faith, 
efpecially when we are told, That the Juft live 
by Faith, For Worfhip is the fupream Act of 
Man’s Life; and whatever is neceffary to infe- 
rior Acts of Religion, muft not be wanting 
there. 

§. 15. This may moderate the Wonder in 
any, why Chrift fo often upbraided his Difciples 
with, O ye of little Faith! Yet tells us, that 
one Grain of it (though as little as that of 
Muftard, one of the leaft of Seeds ) if true and 
right, is able to remoye Mountains. As if he 
had faid, there is no Temptation fo powerful, 

that it cannot fupply: Wherefore thofe that 
E“ are captivated by Temptations, and remain un- 
= fupplied in their fpiritual Wants, have not this 
powerful Faith: That’s the true Caufe. So 
= neceffary was it ofold, that Chrift did not many 
mighty Works where the People believed not ; 
and though his Power wrought wonders in 

É- other 
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other Places, Faith opened the Way: So that 
*tis hard to fay, whether that Power by Faith, 
or Faith by that Power, wrought the Cine. 
. Let us call to mind what famous T hings a lit- 
john g,6. tle Clay and Spitrle, one Touch of the Hem 
of Chrift’s Garment, anda few Words out of 
his Mouth, did, by the Force of Faith in the 
Patients: Believe ye that 1am able to open your 
Eyes? Yea Lord, fay the Blind, and See. To ` 
7 the Ruler, only believe ; ; he did, and his dead 
he Daughter recovered Life. Again, If thou 
Mit. 9 24,can'{t believe: Ido believe, fays the Father, 
Help my Unbelief; and the evil Spirit was 

chaled away, and the Child recovered. He 

Mark ro, faid.to one, Go, thy Faith hath made thee whole; 
Ros „ and to another, Thy Faith hath faved thee; thy 
49r so. Sins are forgiven thee. And to encourage his 
Difciples to believe, that were admiring how 
-foon his Sentence was executed upon the fruit- 
lfs Fig-Tree, he tells them, Verily if ye bave 

Faith, and doubt not, ye pall not only do this, 
he] which is done to the Fig- -Tree , but alfo, if ye 
> > l fhall fay unto this Mountain, be thou removed, 
and caft into the Sea, it foall be done, and all 
Things whatfoever ye foall afk in Prayer, be- 
lieving, ye fhail receive. This one Paflage con- 

victs Chriftendom of .grofs Infidelity ; for fhe 

prays, and receives not. © 

Mat. 1s, $. 16. Butmay fome fay: "Tis impoffible to 
19. receive all that a Man may aft. Tis not im- 
> poffible to receive all that a Man, that fo be- 
lieves can afk. -The Fruits of Faith are not 
impofnible to thofe that truly believe in the God 
that maxes them poffible. When Jefus faid 
Markg.23.to the Ruler,’ Jf thou canft believe, headds, All 
Things are pofi ble tobim that believeth. Well, but 

then 
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then fome will fay, Jt is impoffible to have fuch 
Faith: For this very faithlefs Generation would 
excufe their Want of Faith, by making it im- 
poMible to have the F aith they want. Bur 
Chrift’s Anfwer to the Infidelity of that Age, 
will beit confute the Difbelief : of this. The 
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Mat. 1g, 


Things that are impofible with Men, are poffible >4, 25,26. 


with God. It will follow then, that i If is not 


impofible with God to give that Faith ; Lule thy 
though, it is certain, that without it, it is im- 25,26, 27, 


poffible to pleafe God, for fo the Author to the 
‘Hebrews teaches. And if it be elfe impoMble 


Heb, 32, 


to pleafe God, it muft be fo to pray to God r 


without this precious Faith. 

_§. 17. But fome may fay, ‘ What is this 
s* Faith, that is fo neceffary to Worfhip, and 
& that gives it fuch Acceptance with God, and 
s¢ returns that Benefit to Men?” I fay, “ Ik 
** is an holy Refignation to God, and Confi- 
s dence in him, “teftified by a religious Obe- 
fe dience to his holy Requirings, which gives 
s fure Evidence to the Soul of the Things Rot 
s* yet feen, and a general Senfe and Taite of 
« the Subftance of thofe Things that are hoped 
‘© for; thatis, the Glory which is to be reveal- 
* al hereafter, > As this Faith is the Gift of 
God, fo it purifies the Hearts of thofe that re- 
ceive it. ‘The Apoftle Paul is Witnefs, that 
it will not dwell, but ina pure Confcience: 
He therefore in one Place couples a pure Heart 


I Tima, 


9. 
Chap, 2, 


and Faith unfeigned together: In another, = 


Faith and a good Confeience. James joins 
Faith with Righteoufnefs, and John with Vic- 
tory ever the World: This fays he, is the 


Victory, which overcomes the World, eves your” 


Faith. 
G 3 Š> 16, 


James 2. 
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§. 18. The Heirs of this Faith are the true 
Children of Abraham ( though the Uncircum- 
cifion in the Flefh ) in that they walk in the 
Steps of Father Abraham, according to ‘the 


Obedience cf Faith, which only entitles Peo- 


ple to be the Children of Abraham. This lives 
above the World, not only in its Sin, ge 
Righteoufnefs ; to which, no Man comes but 
through Death to felf, by the Crofs of Jefus, 
and an entire Dependance, by him, upon God. 

Famous are the Exploits of this divine Gift: 
Time would fail to recount them: All facred 
Story is filled with them. But let it fuffice, 
that by ic the holy Ancients endured all Trials, 
overcame all Enemies, prevail’d with God, 
renowned his Truth, finifh’d their Teftimony, 
and obtained the Reward of the Faithful, a 
Crown of Righteoufnefs, which is the eternal 
Bleffednefs of the Juft. 


CHAN Wi 


§. 1. Of Pride, the firft capital Luft, it’s Rife. 
§. 2. IPs Definition and Diftinttion. §. 3. 
That an inordinate Defire of Knowledge in 
Adam, introduced Man’s Mifery. §. 4. He 


> thereby loft bis Integrity. §. 5. Who are in 


Adam’s State. §. 6. Knowledge puffs up. 
§. 7. The evil Effedts of falfe, and the Benefit 
of true Knowledge. §. 8. Cain’s Example a 
Proof in the Cafe. §. 9. The Jews Pride in 


oe 


> pretending to be wifer than Mofes, God's Ser- 


want, in fetting ábeir Poft by God's Poft. §. 
10. The Effect of which was the Perfecution 
of the true Prophets. §. 11. The divine 

Knowledge 


No Crofs, no Crowz. 


Knowledge of Chrif brought Peace on Earth, 
§. 12. Of the blind Guides the Priefts, and the 
Mifchief they bave done. §. 13. The Fall of 
Chriftians, and the Pride they have taken in 
it, hath exceeded the Jews: Under the Pro- 
felfion of their new moulded Chriftianity they 

-have murdered the Witne/s of the Lord Fefus. 

~§ 14. The Angels fung Peace on Earth at the 
Birth of the Lord of Meekne/s and Humility: 
But the Pride of the Pharifees withftood and 
calumniated him. §. 15. As Adam and the 
Jews loft themfelves by their Ambition, fo the 
Chriftians lofing the Fear of God, grew Creed 
and Worfbip-makers, with this Injunétion, 
Conform or Burn. §. 16. The evil.Effecis of 
this in Chriftendom ( fo called.) §.17. The 
Way of Recovery out of Juch miferable De- 
fection. 


§. 1. AVING thus difcharged my 
Confcience againft that Part of un- 
lawful Self, that fain would be aChriftian, a 
Believer, a Saint, whilft a plain Stranger to the 
Crofs of Chrift, and the holy Exercifes of it; 
and in that briefly difcovered what 1s true Wer- 
fhip, and the Ufe and Bufinefs of the hely 
Crofs, therein to render its Performance: plea- 
fing to Almighty God: I fhall now (the fame 
Lord affifting me) more largely profecute that 
other Part of unlawful Self, which fills the 
Study, Care, and Converfation of the World, 
prefented to us in thefe three capital Lufts, that 
is to fay, p x 
Pripg, Avarice, and Luxury: From 
whence all other Mifchiefs daily flow, as 
Streams from their proper Fountains: The 
G 4 mortifying, 
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mortifying of which makes up the ether ; and 
indeed a very great Part of the ‘eer of the 
true Cro& ; and tho’ oat in ich don 7 


mation, to wit, Mortification, Humility 
Sa} s, 22-perance, Love, Patience, and È Heads ly-mi 
ii nefs, with all other Graces of the Spite, b ~= 
ing the Followers of the perfect Jefus, that 
moft heavenly Man. 

The Care aiid Love of all Mankind are either 
directed to God or Themfelves. Thofe that 
love God above all, are ever humbling Self to 
his Commands, and only love Self in Subfer- 
viency to’ him that is Lord ofall. But thofe 
that are declin’d from that Love to God, are 
Lovers of themfe]ves, more than God : For 
fupream Love muft center in one ef thefe two. 

2 Tim. 3, To that inordinate Scelf-Love, the Apoftle 
2, 3 rightly joins Proud and High-minded, Forno 
fooner had the Angels declin’d their Love, 
Duty and Reverence to God, than they inordi- 
nately loved and valued themfelwes; which 
made them exceed their Station, and afpire 
abave the Qrder of their Creation. This was 
their Pride, and this fad Defection their difmal 
Fall; who are referv’d in Chains of Darknefs 
nto fhe’ Judgment of the great Day of God. 
JI. ic: ae . pernicious Evil, which 
begins this Chapter, did alfo begin the Mifery 
of Mankind : moft mifchievous Quality ; 
ånd’ fo Emoni known by i its Motions, and 
fad Effects, ` that’ every u unmortified Breaft car- 
ries its Definition in it. However, I will fay, 
grt | that Pride is an ,Excefs of Self-Lave, 
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join’d with an undervaluing of others, anda 
Defire “of Dom njon Over them s The moit 
> Thir rhc the World. There are 
r Things, by which it hath made it felf beft 
- y Mankind, the Corfequences of which 
- brought an = Mifery to it’s Evil. The 
is, Am inordinate Purfuit of Knowledge. The 
acond, An ambitious craving and feeking after 
Power. The third, Anextream defire of per- 
foral Refpec& and Deference. The lat Excefs 
is that of worldly Furniture and Ornaments. 
To the jut and true Witnefs of the eternal] 
God, plac’d in the Souls of ail People, I ap- 
peal as to the Truth of thefe Things. 
§. 3. To the frt, ’Tis plain, that an-inor- 
dinate Defire of Knowledge introduced Man’s 
~ Mifery. and brought an univerfal Lapfe from 
the Glory of his primitive State. Adam would 
needs be wifer than God had made him. It 
did not {ferye his turn to know his Creator, and 
e him that hoy Homage, his Being and 
_ ocency naturally engaged and excited him 
to;*nor to have an Underfianding above all the Gen. z, 
Beafts of the Field, the Fowls of the Air, and 19 4- 
_ the Fifhes of the Sea, joined with a Power 
to Rule over all the vifible Creation of God 5 Gen. 4y 5° 
but he muft be as wife as God too. This un- é 


warrantable Search, and | as “re EC: Slt 4 
Ambition, made him effin, uP at 
he received from God. Yp" f n ou 
of Paradife ; and inftead of bei the 

; € Ch, 3» 24. i 


whole World, Adam ł 
Yagabond of the Earth 
§. 4. A ftrange C “hang oe | reff 
being as Gods, they | fhould "y elo > 
Beafts ; , in Comparifon of whom, cnd 
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had made them as Gods. The manta 
Confequence of this great Defeétion, has been 
an Exchange of Innocency for Guilt, . a 
Paradife for a Wildernefs. But, whi 
worfe, in this ftare Adam and Eve ap “a 
another God than the only true and living God: 
And he that had enticed them to all this Mif- * 
chief, furnifhed them with a vain ence 
and pernicious Wifdom: The Skill of Lies and - 
Fquivocations, Shifts, Evafions, and Excufes 
They had loft their Plainnefs and Sinda -A 
and from an upright Heart, the Image in which 
God had made Man, he became -a crooked, 
twining, twifting Serpent; the Image of that 
unrighteous Spirit, to whofe Temptations he 
yielded up, with his Obedience, his paradifical 
Happinefs. 
§. 5. Nor is this limited to Adam; for all, 
who have fallen fhort of the Glory of God, are 
right born Sons of his Difobedience. They, 
like him, have eaten of what they have been 
forbidden : They thave committed the Things 
Rom. 7. they ought not to have done, and left undone the 
* Things they ought to have done. They have 
finned againft that divine Light of Knowledge, 
which God has given them: They have griev- 
ed his Spirit; and that difmal Sentence has 
been executed, Jn the Day that thou eateft there- 
Gen. 2170F thou fhalt die. That is; when thou doft 
the Thing which thououghteft not todo, thou 
fhalt no more live in my Favour, and enjoy 
the Comforts of the Peace of my Spirit: Which 
is a dying to all thofe innocent and holy De- 
fires and Affeétions, which God created Man 
with; and he becomes as one cold and be- 
numbed; infenfible of the Love of God, of Ya 
holy 
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oly Spirit, Power and Wifdom ; of the Light 
and Joy of Ins Countenance, ind the Evidence 
of aazood Confcience, and the Co-witneffing 
and Approbation of God’s holy Spirit. 
"6. 6. So,that fallen Adam’s Knowledge of 
God toad fe more in a daily ie Dai of the 


PA 


Wifdom "tha is from above, but a meer 
Pidture, 2. cannot prelerve Man in Purity; but 
puffs up, akes People Proud, High-minded,, 
and impatient of Cirad ittion. This was the 
State of the apoftate Jews before Chrift came ; 
and has been the Condition of apoftate Chrifti- 
ans ever fince he came: Their Religion ftand- 
ing ( fome bodily Performances excepted ) ei- 
ther in what they once knew, of the Work of 
God in themfelves, and which they have re- 
volted from ; or in an hiftorical Belief, and an 
imaginary Conception and Paraphrafe upon the 
Experiences and Prophecies of fuch holy Men 
and Women of God, as in all Ages have de- 
ferved the Stile and Character of his true 
Children. 

§. 7. As fuch a Knowledge of God cannot 
betrue, fo by Experience we find, that it ever 
brings forth the quite contrary Fruits to the 
true Wifdom. For as this is firft Pure, then 
Peaceable, then Gentle, andeafy to be In- 
treated ; fo the Knowlecge of degenerated and 


unmortified Men is firft Impure: For it came | 
by the Commiffion of Evil, ahd is held in an 
evil and impure Confcience and Heart, that. 


difobey God’s ‘Law, and that daily do thofe 
Things which they ought not to do ; and for 
which 


gt 
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which they ftand condemned before God’s 


`- Judgment-Seat in the Souls of Men: The 


Light of whofe Prefence fearches the moft hid- 
den Things of Darknefs, the moft fecret 
Thoughts, and concealed Inclinations of un- 
godly Men. This is the ‘ie fally fo 
called ; and as it is Impure, fo ’tis Unpeaces 
ble, Crofs; and hard to be Mei t Fio- 
ward, Perverfe, and Perfecuting; Jealous that 
any fhould be better than they, and hating 
and abufing thofe that are. 

=$. 8. > ad this Pride made Cain a Mur- 
derer: ’Tis a fpiteful Quality ; full of Envy 
‘and Revenge. What! Was not bis Religion 
and Worlbip as good as his Brothers? He had 
all the exterior Parts of Worfhip ; he offered 
as well as Abel; and the Offering of itfelf | 
might be as good: But it feems the Heart 
that offered it, was not. So loag ago did God 
regard the interior Worfhip of the Soul. Well! 
What was the Confequence of this Difference ? 
Cain’s Pride ftomach’d it: He could not bear 
to be out-done by his Brother. He grew 
Wrathful, and refolved to vindicate his Of- 
fering, by revenging the Refufal of it upon 
his Brather’s Life: And without any Regard 
to natural Affection, or the low and early Con- 
dition of Mankind, he barbaroufly dy’d his 
Hands in his Brother’s Blood. 

§. 9. The Religion of the apoftatiz'd Jews 
did. no better ; ri having loft the inward 
Life, Power, and Spirit of the Law, they 
were puffed up with that Knowledge they had; 
and their Pretences to Abraham, Mofes, and 
the Promifes of God, in that .Frame, ferved 
only to blow them up intg an unfufferable Pride, 

“Arrogancy, 
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Arrogancy, and Cruelty. For they could not 
bear true Vifion, when it came to vifit them, 
and entertain’d the Meffengers of their Peace 

if they had been Wolves and Tigers. 

4 §. 10. Yea, tis remarkable, the falfe Pro- N 

» phets, the great Engineers againft the true 
Ones, were ever fure to perfecute them as falfe ; 
and, by their Intereft with earthly Princes,-or ` 
the Peor feduced Multitude, made them the 
Inftruments of their Malice. Thus ’twas that 
one hoiy Prophet was fawn afunder, another 
{toned to Death, &c. So proud and obftinate 
is falfe Knowledge, and the Afpirers after it* 
Which made holy Stephen cry out, O ye /tiff- 
necked and uncircumcifed in Heart and Ear, ye 
refit the boly Ghot, as.did your Fathers, fo 
do ye. 

§. 11. The true Knowledge came with the 

Joy of Angels, finging Peace on Earth, and , x 

Good-will towards Men: The falfe Knowledge 14” 

entertain’d the Meffage with Calumnies: -Chrift 

muft needs be an Impofter, and that muft 

prove him fo, to wit, his Power of working of 

Miracles; which was that, which proved the 

contrary. They ftoned him, and frequently 

fought to kill him; which at laft they wickedly 

accomplifh’d. But what was their Motive to 

it? Why, he cried out againft their Hypocri- 

fy, the broad Phylaéteties, the Honour they 

fought of Men. To be fhort, they give the 

Reafon themfelves in thefe Words ; Jf we let Jobn 47, 
him thus alone, all Men will believe on bim: ™ 
That is, he will take away our Credit with the 
People, they will adhere to him, and defert 
us; and fo we fhall lofe our Power and Repu- 
tation with the Multitude. l 

' $ 12. 
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§. 12. And, the Truth is, he came to level 
their Honour, to overthrow their Rabbifhip, 
and by his Grace to bring the People to that 
inward Knowlecge of God, which they, by 
Trazfgreffion, were departed from; that fo 
they might fee the Deceitfulnefs of their blind 
Guides, who by their vain Traditions, had 


. made void the Righteoufnefs of the Law; and 


2 


Mat. rr, 
Z5. 


Verfe 29. 


Ibid. 5, 21, 


who were fo far from being the true Doétors, 


and lively Expounders of it, that in Reality 
they were the Children of the Devil, who was 
a proud Lyar, and cruel Murderer, from the 

Beginning. W 
§. 13. Their Pride in falfe Knowledge hav- 
ing made them uncapable of receiving the 
Simplicity of the Gofpel, Chrif thanks his Fa- 
ther, that be had hid the Mifteries of it from the 
Wife and Prudent, and revealed them to Babes. 
It was this falfe Wifdom fwell’d the Minds of 
the Athenians to that Degree, that they de- 
fpifed the Preaching of the Apoftle Paul, as a 
vain and foolifh Thing. But that Apoftle, who, 
of all the reft, had an Education in the Learn- 
ing of thofe Times, bitterly reflects on that 
Wifcom, fo much valued by Jews and Greeks; 
Where (fayshe) is the Wife? Where is the 
Scribe? Where is the Difputer of this World? 
Hath not God made foolifh the Wifdom of this 
World? And he gives a good Reafon for it, 
That no Flefb foould Glory in bis Prefence. 
Which is to fay, God will ftain the Pride of 
Man in falfe Knowledge, that he fhould have 
nothing on this Occafion to be proud of: It 
fhould be owing only to the Revelation of the 
Spiritof God. The Apoftle goes further; and 
afirms, That the World by Wifdom ia ay 
od: 
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God: Thatis, it was fo far from an Help, 


that, as Men ufe it, it was an Hindrance to 
the true Knowledge of God. And in his firft 
Fpiftle to his beloved Timothy, he concludes 
thus: O Timothy! Keep that which is committed 1 Tim. 6, 
to thy Truft, avoiding profane and vain Babblings, *° 
and Oppofitions of Science, falfly fo called. This 
was the Senfe of the apoftolical Times, when 
the divine Grace gave the true Knowledge of, 
God, and was the Guide of Chriftians. E J 
§ r4. Well! But what has been the Suc-_ 
cefs of thofe Ages that foliowed the Apoftoli- 
cal? Any whit better-than that of the Jewifh 
Times ? Not one Jot. They have exceeded 
them ; as with their Pretences to greater. 
Knowledge, fo in their Degeneracy from the 
true Chriftian Life: For tho’ they had a more 
excellent Pattern than the Jews, to whom God 
fpoke by Mofes his Servant, he fpeaking to 
. them by his beloved Son, the exprefs Image 
of his Subftance, the Perfeétion of all Meek- 
nefs and Humility: And tho’ they feem’d 
addicted to nothing more, than an Adoration 
of his Name, anda Veneration to the Memo- 
ty of his bleffed Difciples, and Apoftles ; yet 
fo great was their Defection, from the inward 
Power and Life of Chriftianity in the Soul, 
that their refpect was little more than Formal 
and Ceremonious. For notwithftanding they, 
like the Jews, were mighty Zealous in gar- 
nifhing their Sepulchres, and Curious in carv- 
ing of their Images ; not only keeping with 
any Pretence what might be the Relicks of 
their Perfons, but recommending a thoufand 
Things as Relicks, which are purely Fabulous, 
and very often Ridiculous, and to be fure al- 
together 
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seha Unchriftian: Yet as to the great 
and weighty Things of the Chriftian I 
viz. Love, Meeknefs, and Self-denial, aiey 
were degenerated : They grew High-minded, 
Proud, “Boaters, without natural Affeé any 
Curious, and C ontroverfial ; ever perplexing 
the Church with doubtful sent dubious Quefti- 
ons; filling the People with Difputations; 
Strife, and Wrangling, drawing them into 
Parties, til} at laft “they fell into ‘Blood: As 
if they had been the worfe for being once 
Chriftians. 

O the miferable State of thefe pretended 
Chriftians! That inftead of Chrift’s and his 
Avoftles Doétrine, of loving Enemies, and 
blefi ing them that curfe them, they fhould teach 


. the People under the Netiag of Chriftian Zeal, 


moft inhumanly to Br ~her-one another, and 


- inftead of fuffering th v- Blood to be fhed 


for the Teftimony of | ‘ey fhould fhed . 
the Blood of the Witnc.scs ua yefus for Here- 
ticks: Thus that fubtle Serpent, or crafty, 
evil Spirit, that tempted Adam out of Inno- 
cency, and the Jews from the Law of God, 
has beguil’d the Chriftians, by lying Vanities, 
to depart from the Chriftian Law ot Holinefs, 
and fo they are become Slaves to him: For 
he rules in the Hearts of the Children of Dif- 
obedience. 
§. 15: And it is eeferveble, that as Pride 
( which is ever followed by Superftition and 
Obftinacy ) put Adam upon feeking an higher 
Station than God placed him in; and as the 
Jews,-out of the fame Pride, to out-do their 
Pattern, given them of God by Mofes ‘upon 
the Mount, fet their Pofts by God’s Poft; and 
taught 
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raught for D oétrines their own Traditions, in- 
omedl that thofe that refufed Conformity to 
them, ran the Hazard of crucify, crucify: So 
the nominal Chriftians, from the fame Sin of 
Pride, with great Superftition and Arrogance, 
have introduced, initead of a fpiritual Wor- 
fhip and Difcipline, that which is evidently 
ceremonious and worldly; with fuch Innova- 
tions and Traditions of Men, as are the Fruit 
of the Wifdom that is from below: Witnefs 
their numerous and perpicxt Councils and 
Creeds, ‘with conform or burn, at the End of 
them. 

§. 16. And as this unwarrantable Pride fet 
them firft at work, to pervert the Spirituality 
of the chriftian Cult, making it rather to re- 
femble the fhadowy Religion of the Jews, and 
the gawdy Worfhip of the Egyptians, than the 
great Plainnefs and Simplicity of the chriftian 
Litication, which is neither to refembie that of 
the Mountain, nor the other of Jerufalem; fo 
has the fame Pride and Arrogancy fpur’d them 
on, by all imaginable Cruelties, to maintain 
this great Diana of theirs. No meek Supplica- 
tions, nor humble Remonftrances of thofe that 
kept clofe to primitive Purity in Worfhip and 
Doétrine, could prevail with thefe nominal 
Chriftians, to difpenfe with the Impofition of 
their un-apoftolical Traditions. But as the 
Minifters and Bifhops of thefe degenerate 
Chriftians left their painful vifitation and care 
over Chrift’s Flock, and grew Ambitious, 
Covetous and Luxuri ous, refembling rather 
worldly Potentates, than the humble-fpirited 
and mortified Followers of the bleffed Jefus, 


fo almoft meyi Hiftory tells us, with what 
Pride 
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Pride and Cruelty, Blood and Butchery, and 
that with unufual and exquifite Tortures, they 
have perfecuted the holy Members of Chrift, 
out of the World; and that upon fuch Ana- 
themas, that, as far as they could, they have 
cifappointed them of the Bleffings of Heaven 
too. Thefe, true Chriftians call Martyrs, but 
the Clergy like the perfecuting Jews have Miled 
them Blafphemers and Hereticks: In which 
they have fulfilled the Prophecy of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift; who didnot fay, that they fhould 
think, they do the God’s good Service to kill 
the Chriftians, his dear Followers, ( which 
might refer to the Perfecutions of the idolatrous 
Gentiles ) but that they /hould think they do God 
good Service to kill them: Which fhews, that 
they fhould be fuch, as profeffedly owned the 
true God, asthe apoftate Chriftians have all 
along pretended todo. So that they muft be 
thofe Wolves, that the Apoftle foretold, /hould 
arife out of themfelves, and worry the Flock of 
Chrift, after the great falling away fhould com- 
mence that was foretold by him, and made 
neceflaryy in order to the proving of the Faith- 
ful, and the Revelation of the great Mytftery 

of Iniquity. | 
I fhall conclude this Head with this Affer- 
tion, that it is too undeniable a Truth, where 
the Clergy have been moft in Power and Autho- 
rity, and have had the greateft Influence upon 
Princes and States, there has been moft Confu- 
fions, Wrangles, Bloodfhed, Sequeftrations, 
Imprifonments and Exile,: To the juftifying 
of which, I call the Teftimony’ of the Records 
ofall Times. How itis in our Age, I leave to 
the Experience of the Living: Yet there is 
one 
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one Demonftration that can hardly fail- us: 
Pheer’: are not converted but debauched, 
to a Degree,, that Time will not allow us an 
Example. The Worfhip of Chriftendom is 
vifible, ceremonious and gawdy. The Cler- 
gy Ambitious of worldly Preferments, under 
the Pretence of fpiritual Promotions ; making 
the earthly Revenues of Church-Men much the 
Reafon of their Function ; being almoft ever 
fure, to leave the prefent fmaller Incumbence, 
to follicit and obtain Benefices of larger Title 
and Income.. So that with their Pride. and 
Avarice, which good old Peter forefaw 
would be their Snares, they have drawn after 
them Ignorance, Mifery, and Irreligion upon 
Chriftendom. 

§. 17. The Way of Recovery from this 
miferable Defection, is to come to a faving 
Knowledge of Religion; that is, an Expe- 
rience of the divine Work of God in the Soul: 
To obtain which, be diligent to obey the 
Grace that appears in thy own Soul, O Man! 
that brings Salvation, it turns thee out of the 
broad Way, into the narrow Way; from thy 
Lufts to thy Duty, from Sin to Holinefs, 
from Satan to Ged. Thou mut fee and abhor 
Self, thou muft watch, and thou mutt pray, 
and thou muft faft: Thou muft not look at 
thy Tempter but at thy Preferver, avoid ill 
Company, retire to thy Solitudes, and bea 
chaft Pilgrim in this evil World: And thus 
thou wilt arrive at the Knowledge of God and 
Chrift, that brings eternal Life to the Soul: 
A well grounded Affurance from what a Man 
feels and knows within himfelf: Such fhall not 
be moved with evil Tidings. 

Me CHAP. 
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CHAP. VU. 


§. 1. Pride craves Power as well as Knowledge. 
§. 2. The Cafe of Korah, &c. a Proof. §. 
3. Abfalom’s Ambition confirms it. §. 4. 
Nebuchadnezzar’s does the like. §. 5. The 
Hiftory of Pififtratus, Alexander, Cæfar, 
Ec. fhews the fame Thing. §. 6. The Turks 
are a lively Proof, who have fhed much Blood 
to gratify Pride for Power. §. 7. The loft 
ten Years in Chriftendom exceed im Proof of 
this. §. 8. Ambition, relts not in Courts, it 
finds Room in private Breafts too, and Jpoils 
Families and Societies. §. 9. Their Peace is 
great, that limit their Defires, by God’s 
Grace, and having Power, ufe it to the Good 
of others. 


§. 3. U T let us fee the next moft com- 

mon, eminent, and mifchicvous 
Effeét of this Evil. Pride does extremely crave 
Power, than which, not one Thing has prov- 
ed more troublefome and deftruétive to Man- 
kind. I need not labour my felf much in 
Evidence of this, fince moft of the Wars of 
Nations, Depopulation of Kingdoms, Ruin of 
Cities, with the Slavery and Mifery that have 
followed, both our own Experience and un- 
queftionable Hiftories acquaint us to have been 
the Effect of Ambition, which is the Luft of 
Pride after Power. 

§. 2. How {pecious aids might be the Pre- 
tences of f Korah, Dathan and Abiram againft 
Mofes, *twas their Emulation of his mighty 
Power i inthe Camp of Irael, that put them 

upon 
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upon Confpiraciesand Mutinies. They long’d 
for his Authority, and their not having jt, was 
his Crime: For they had a Mind to be the 
Heads and Leaders of the People. The Con- 
fequence of which was a remarkable Deftruc- 
tion to themfelves, and all their unhappy Ac- 
complices. 

§. 3. Abfalom too was for the People’s Rights, 2 sam. aș. 
againft the Tyranny of his Father and his 
King; at leaft, with this Pretence, he palliated 
his Ambition: But his Rebellion fhewed he 
was impatient for Power, and that he refolved 
to facrifice his Duty, as a Son and Subject, to 
the Importunities of his reftlefs Pride, which 
brought a miferable Death to himfelf, and an 
extraordinary Slaughter upon his Army. 

§. 4. Nebuchadnezzar is a lively Inftance of 
the exceffive Luft of Pride for Power. His * 
Succeffes and Empire were too heady for him: 

So much too ftrong for his Underftanding, ~ 

that he forgot he did not make himfelf, or that 

his Power had a Superior. He makes an Dan, 3, 
Image, and all muft bow to it, or be burnt. 

And when Shadrach, Mefhach, and Abednego 
refufed to comply, Who ( fays he ) is that God 

that fhail deliver you out of my Hands? And 
notwith{tanding the Convictions he had upon 

him, at the Conftancy of thofe exceilent Men, 

and Daniel’s Interpretation of his Dreams, it 

was not long before the Pride of his Power had 

fld his Heart, and then his Mouth, with this 
haughty Queftion. fs not this Great Babylon 

that Ihave built for the Houfe of the Kingdom by Ch. 4- 30. 
the Might of my Power, and for the Honour of 

my Majefty 2 But we are told, that while the 


Words were in his Mouth, 4 Voice from Hea- 
H 3 ven 
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ven rebuk’d the Pride of bis Spirit, and he was 
driven from the Society of Men, to graze among 
the Beafts of the Field. 

§. 5.. If we look into the Hiftories of the 
World, we fhall find mary Inftances to prove 
the Mifchief of this Luft of Pride. I will men- 
tion a few of them for their Sakes who have 
either not read or confidered them. 

Solon made Athens free by his excellent 
Conftitution of Laws: But the Ambition of 
Pififtratus began the Ruin of it before his Eyes. 
Alexander not contented with his own King- 
down, invades others, and filled with Spoil 
and Slaughter thofe Countries he fubdued: 
And it was not ill faid of Him, who, when 
Alexander accufed him of Piracy, told him to 
to his Face, that Alexander was the greateft 
Pirate in the World. It was the fame Ambi- 
tion that made Czfar turn Traytor to his 
Matters, and with their own Army, put into 
his Hand for their Service, fubdue them to his 
Yoke, and ufurp the Government; which 
ended in the Expulfion of Freedom and Virtue 
together in that Common-Wealth. For Good- 
nefs quickly grew to be Faction in Rome; and 
that Sobriety and Wifdom which ever render’d 
her Senators venerable, became Dangerous to 
their Safety: Infomucn that his Succeffors 
hardly left one they did not kill or banith ; 
unlefs fuch as turned to be Flatterers of their 
unjuft Acquifition, and the Imitators of their 
debauch’d Manners. 

§. 6. The Turks are a great Proof to the 
Point in Hand, who to extend their Dominion, 
have been the Caufe of fhedding much Blood, 
and laying many ftately Countries wafte. And 

ae. yet 
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yet they are to be out-done by apoftate Chrifti- 
ans ; whofe Practice is therefore more Con- 
demnable, becaufe they have been better 
taught: They have hada Matter of another 
Doctrine and Example. °*Tis true, they call 
him Lord ftill, but let their Ambition reign : 
They love Power more than one another ; and 
to get it, kill one another ; tho’ charged by 
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him, Not to firive, but to love and ferve OnE V.1. to 6. 


another. And which adds to the Tragedy, all 


natural Affection is facrificed to the Fury of Marko, 


this Luft: And therefore are Stories fo often 
{tained with the Murder of Parents, Children, 
Uncles, Nephews, Matters, &c. 

§. 7. If we look abroad into remoter Parts 
of the World, we fhall rarely hear of Wars, 
but in Chriftendom of Peace. A very Trifle 
is too often made a Ground of Quarrel here: 
Nor can any League be fo Sacred or Inviola- 
ble, that Arts fhall not be ufed to evade and 
diffolve it to encreafe Dominion. No Matter 
who, nor how many are Slain, made Widows 
and Orphans, or lofe their Eftates and Liveli- 
hoods: What Countries are ruined; what 
Towns and Cities fpoil’d; if by all thefe 
Things the Ambitious can but arrive at their 
Ends? To go no further back than fixty 
Years, that little, Per iod of Time will furnith 
us with many Wars begun upon ill Grounds, 
and ended in great Defolation. Nay, the laft 
twelve Years of our Time, make as pregnant 
a Demonftration as we can furnifh our felves 
with from the Records of any Age. °*Tis too 
tedious, nor is it my Bufinefs to be particular : 
It has been often well obferved by others, and 
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is almoft known ‘to all, I mean the French, 
Spanifh, German, Englifh, and Dutch Wars. 

§. 8. But Ambition does not only dwell 
in Courts and Senates: Itis too Natural to 
every private Breaft to {train for Power. We 
daily fee how much Men labour their utmoft 
Wit and Intereft to be Great, to get higher 
Piaces, or greater Titles than they have, that 
they may look Bigger, and ‘be more acknow- 
ledged ; take Place of their former Equals, 
and fo equal thofe that were once their Superi- 
ors; compel Friends, and be revenged on 
Enemies. This makes Chriftianity fo little 
fov’d of worldly Men, it’s Kingdom is not of 
this World: And though they may fpeak it 
fair, itis the World they love: That with- 
out Uncharitablenefs we may truly fay, People 
profels Chriftianity, but they follow the World. 
They are not for feeking the Kingdom of 
Heaven firft, and the Righteoufnefs thereof, 
and to truft Godwiththe reft; but for fecuring 
to themfelves the Wealth and Glory of this 
World, and adjourning the Care of Salvation 
to a Sick-bed, and the extreme Moments of 
Life ; if yet they believe a Life to come. 

§. g. To conclude this Head; great is 
their Peace, who knowa Limit to their am- 
bitious Minds, that have learn’d to be content- 
ed with the Appointments and Bounds of Pro- 
vidence: That are not careful to be Great, 
but being Great, are Humble and do Good. 
Such keep their Wits with their Confciences, 
and, with an even Mind, can at all Times, 
meafure the uneven World, reft fix’d in the 
midft of all its Uncertainties, and as becomes 


thofe who have an Intereft in a Better, in the 
good 
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good Time and Will of God, chearfully leave 
this; when the Ambitious, confcious of their 
evil Practices, and weighed down to their 
Graves with Guilt, muft go to a’ Tribunal, 
that they can neither Awe no Bribe. 


CHAP. IX. 


§. 1. The third evil Effect of Pride, is Love 
of Honour and Refpect. Too many are 
guilty of it. §. 2. It had like to have cof 
Mordecai dear. Great Mifchief bas befallen 
Nations on this Account. §. 3. The World 
is out in the Bufinefs of true Honour, as well 
asin that of true Science. §. Reafons 
why the Author, and the reft of he People be 

walks with, ufe not thefe Fafbions. §. 5. 
The firlt 1s, the Senfe they had in the Hour 
of their Conviétion, of the Unfuitablenefs of 
them to the Chriftian Spirit and Practice, 
and that the Root they came from was Pride 
and Self-Love. §. 6. Reproach could not 
move them from that Senfe and Prattice ac- 
cordingly. §. 7. They do it not to make 
Seéis or for Diftinftion. §. 8. Nor yet to 
-countenance Formality, byt paffively let drop 
-vain Cuftoms, and fo Negative to Forms. §. 
9. Their Behaviour a Tef upon the World. 
§. 10. And this Crofs to the World a Teft 
upon them. §. 11. The fecond Reafon againft 
them is their Emptinefs.’ §. 12. Honour 
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in Scripture, is not fo taken as it is in the » 


World. °Tis ufed for Obedience. §. 13. It 
is ufed for Preferment. §. 14. A Digreffion 
about Folly in a Scripture.Senie. §. 15. 

Fionour 


106 


No Cro/s, no Crown. 


Honour is ufed for Reputation. §. 16. Ho- 
nour 7s alfo attributed to .Funétions and Ca- 
pacities, dy Way of Efteem. §. 17. Honour 
is taken for Help and Countenace of Infe- 
riors. §. 18. Honour zs ufed for Service 
and Efteem to all States and Capacities : 
Honour all Men. §. 19. Yet there is a 
Limitation in a Senfe to the Righteous by the 
Pfalmift ; “To Honour the Godly and Con- 
temn the Wicked. §. 20. Little of this 


» Honour found in the World’s Fafhions. §. 


21. The third Reafon againft them is, they 
mock and cheat People of the Honour due to 


them. §. 22. The Author and his Friends 


are for true Honour. §. 23. The fourth 
Reafon is, that if the Fafhions carried true 
Honour in them, the Debauch’d could honour 
Men, which can’t be. §. 24. The fifth 
Reafon is, that then Men of Spite, Hypocri- 
ly, and Revenge, could pay Honour, which 
is impoffible. §. 25. The fixth Reafon is 
drawn from the Antiquity of true Honour. 


§. 26. The feventh Reafon is from the Rife of 


the vain Honour, and the Teachers of it, 
wherein the Clown, upon a Comparifon, ex- 
cels the Courtier for a Man of Breeding. 
§. 27. The eighth Reafon againft thefe Ho- 
nours 7s, that they may be had for Money, 
which true Honour can’t be. §. 28. The 
ninth and laft Reafon is, becaufe the holy 
Scripture exprefly forbids them to true Chrifti- 
ans. §. 29. As im the Cafe of’ Mordecai. 
§. 30. A Paffage between a Bifbop and the 
Author in this Matter. §. 31. Likewife the 
Cafe of Elihu in Job.- § 32. Alfo the 
Doéirine of Chrift to bis Difciples. §. 33. 


Paul 
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Paul againft conforming to the World’s Fafhi- 

ons.” §. 34. Peter againft Fafbioning our- 
felves according to the WWorld’s Lufts. §. 35. 

James againt Refpect to Perfons. §. 36. Yet 

Chriftians are Civil and Mannerly in a right 

Way. §. 37. But unlike the World in the 

Nature of dt, and Motives to if>. §. 38. 

Teftimonies in Favour of our Diffent and 

Praéiice. 


§. 1. HE third evil Effect of Pride, 
is, an excefive Defire of perfonal 
Honour and Refpeé?. 

Prive theretor: loves Power, that She might 
have Homage, and that every one may give 
her Honour; and fuch as are wanting in that, 
expofe themfclves to her Arger and Revenge, 
And as Pride, fo this evil Etfect, is more or 
lefs diffus’d through corrupt Mankind ; and 
has been the Occafion of great Animofity and 
= Mifchief in the World. 

§. 2. We have a pregnant Inftance in 
holy Writ, what Malice and Revenge the 
Stomach of proud Man is capable.of, when 
not gratify’d in this Particular. It had almoft 
coft Mordecai his Neck, and the whole People 
of the Jews their Lives, becaufe he would not 
bow himfelf to Haman, who was a great Fa- 
vourite to King Ahafuerus. And the Practice 
of the Work even in our Age, will tell us, 
That not ftriking a Flag or Sail; and rot 
faluting certain Ports or Garrifons ; yea, Icfs 
Things have given Rife to mighty Wars be- 
tween States and Kingdoms, to the Expence 
of much Treafure, but more Blood. The like 
has followed about the Precedency of Princes, 

and 
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and their Ambaffadors. Alfo the Envy, Quar- 
rels and Mifchiefs, that have happened among 
private Perfons, upon Conceit that they have 
not been refpected to their Degree or Quality 
among Men, with Hat, Knee, or Title: 
To be fure Duels and Murders not a few. I 
was once my felf in France * fet upon about 
Fleven at Night, as I was walking to my 
Lodging, by a Perfon that Way-laid me, with 
his naked Sword in his Hand, who demanded 
Satisfaction of me for taking no Notice of him, 
at a Time when he civilly faluted me with his 
Hat ; though the Truth was, I faw him not 
when he didit. Iwill fuppofe he had killed 
me, for he made feveral Paffes at me, or I in 
my Defence had kild him, when I difarm’d 
him, (as the Earl of Crawford’s Servant faw 
that was by ) I afk any Man of Underftand- 
ing or Confcience, Jf ihe whole Ceremony was 
worth the Life of a Manx, confidering the Dig- 
nity of the Nature, and the Importance of the 
Life of Man, both with Refpeét to God his 
Creator, himfelf, and the Benefit of civil 
Society. 

§. 3. But the Truth is, the World, under 
its Degeneracy from God, is as much out of, 
the Way, as to true Honour and Refpect, as 
in other Things ; for meer Shews ( and thofe — 
vain Ones too p are much ofthe Honour and 
Refpect, that are exprefs’d in the World : That 
a Man may fay concerning them, as the Apoftle 
{peaks of Science, that is, They are Honours 
and Refpetis falfly fo called; having nothing of 

O -7 


* Which was before I profefied the Communion Lam 
now of, 
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the Nature of true Honour and Refpeé in 
them: But as degenerate Men, loving to be 
Honoured, firft devifed them ; foPride only loves 
and feeks them, and is affronted and angry for 
want of them. Did Men know a true Chriftian John 5.44, 
State, and the Honour that comes from Above, 
which Jefi.s teaches, they would not covet thefe 
very Vanities, much lefs infift upon them. 
$. 4. And here give me leave to fet down 
the Reafons more particularly, why I, and the 
J People with whom I walk in Religious Society, 
have declined as Vain and Foolifh, feveral 
worldly Cuftoms and Fafhions of Refpedt, 
much in Requeft at this Time of Day: AndI 
befeech thee, Reader, to lay afide all Prejudice 
and Scorn, and with the Meeknefs and Enqui- 
ry of a fober and difcreet Mind, read and 
weigh what may be here alledged in our De- . 
fence: And if we are miftaken, rather pity 
_ and inform, than defpife and abufe our Sim- 
 piicity. 
= §. 5, The firt and moft preffing Motive 
upon our Spirits, to decline the Practice of 
thefe prefent Cuftoms of pulling off the Hat, 
bowing the Body or Knee, and giving People 
gaudy Titles and Epithets, in our Salutations 
and Addreffes, was, That Savour, Sight and 
Senfe, that God, by his Light and Spirit, has 
given us of the Chriftian World’s Apoftacy 
from God,’ and the Caufe and Effects of that 
great and lamentable Defection. In the Dif- 
covery of which, the Senfe of our State came 
firft before us, and we were made to fee him 
whom we pierced, and to mourn for it. A 
Day of Humiliation overtook us, and we faint- 
ed to that Pleafure and Delight we once = as 
ow 
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Now our Works went be fore-hand to a | 
and a thorough Search was made, and the 
Words of the Prophet bécame well underfteod 


iby us: Who can abide the Day of bis Coming? 


find who foall fand when be appears? He is 
like a Kefiner’s Fire, and like Full er s Soap 
And as the Apoftle faid, Jf the Righteous 
fcarely be faved, where fhail ibe Ungodly and the 
Sinner appear ? ig Per efore, fays t.e Apoftle. 
Paul, knowing 
fwade Men : p the 
Nature, Spirit, Lufts and f haika- of this wicked 
World: Rememoring faid 
For every idle Wi ord that I Man speaketh, be fall 
give an Account in the Day of Judgment. 
This Concern of Mind, and Dejection of 
Spirit, was vifible to our Neighbours ; and we 
are not afhamed to own, <“ That the Terrors | 
« cf the Lord took fuch hold upon us, becaufe 
“« we had long under a Profeffion of Religion 
sricved God’s holy Spirit, that reproved us 
in Secret for our Difobedience; that as w 
abhorred to think of continuing in our old 
Sins, fo we feared to ufe lawful Things, left 
* we fhould ufe them Unlawfully.”” The 
Words of the Prophet were fulfilled on us: 
Wherefore do I fee every Man with his Hands on 
his Loins, as a Woman in Travail? Manya 
Pang and Throw we have had, our Heaven 
feerned to melt away, and our Earth to be re- 
moved out of its Place; and we were like Men, 
as the Apoftle faid; Upon whom the Ends of the 
World were come. God knows it was fo in 
this Day, the Brightnefs of his coming to our 
Souls difcovered, and the Breath of his Mouth 
deftroyed, every Plant he had not pge in us. 
He 
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é | 
- A a fwift Witnefs againft every evil 
Thought, and every e ea Work; and 
bleffed be his Name we were not offended in 
him, or at his righteous Judgments. Now it 
aes S that a grand Inqueft came upon our whole 
Life: Every Word, Thought and Deed 
as brought to Judgment, the } Root examin’d, 
vr its Tendency confidered. The Luft of the 
the Luh of the Flek, 7 


{y l 
o, Ebe  Myftery of Ini- 


had ww wir Jaa It had tee “we came 
to have a Senfe and I i of the States of 
= others: And what we e not, nay, we 

dare not, letlive and continue in our felves (as 
being manifefted to us to proceed from an evil 
Principle in the Time of Man’s Degeneracy ) 
we could not comply with in others. Now 
this I fay, and that in the Fear and Prefence of 
the All-feeing juft God, the prefent Honours 
nd Refpeét. of the World, among other 


IIE 


e the e evil Leaven, i 


_ Things, became Burdenfome to us : We faw , 


they had no Being in Paradife, that they grew 
in the Night-time, and came from an ill Root; 
and that they only delighted a vain and ill 
Mind, and that much Pride and Folly were 
in them. 

§. 6. And though we eafily forefaw the 
Storms of Reproach that would fall upon us, 
for our refufing to practice them; yet we were 
fo far from being fhaken in our Judgment, 
that it abundantly confirmed our Senfe of 

y them. For fo exalted a Thing is Man, and 
fo loving of Honour and Refpe&t even from 
his Fellow-Creatures, that fo doon as in Ten- 

À dernefs 


sh? 
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dernefs of Confcience towards ‘God, we could 
not perform them, as formerly, he became more 
concern’d than for all the reft of our Differen- 
ces, however Material to Salvation. So that let 
the Honour of God and our Salvation, do as 
it will, it was greater Herefy and Blafphemy 
to refufe him the Homage of the Hat, and his 
ufual Titles of Honour ; to dery to pledge his 
Healths, or play with him at Cards and Dice, 
than any other Principle we maintained ; for 
beirg lefs in his View, it feemed neq fo much 


in His Way. 


§. 7. And though it be frequently object- 
ed, That we feek to fet up outward Forms of 
Precifenc’s, and that it is but as a Green Ribbon, 
the Badge of the Party, the better to be known: 
Ido declare in the Fear of Almighty God, 
that thefe are but the Imaginations and vain 
Conftructions of unfenfible Men, that havenot 
had that Senfe, which the Lord hath given 
us, of what arifes from the right and wrong 


Root in Man: And when fuch Cenfurers of 


our Simplicity fhall be inwardly touched and 


awakened, by the mighty Power of God, and 
fee Things as they are in their proper Natures” 
and Seeds, ' they will then know their own 
Burden, and eafily acquit us without the Im- 
putation of Fofly or Hypocrify herein. 

§. 8. To fay, That we ftrain at fmall 
Things, which becomes not People of fo fair 
Pretenfions to Liberty and Freedom of Spirit : 
Tanfwer, with Meeknefs, ‘Truth and Sobriety ; 
Firft, nothing is Small, that God makes Mat- 
ter of Confcience to do, or leave undone. 
Next, as inconfiderable as they are made, by 
thofe that object upon us, they are much fet 

by 5 
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by ; greatly, as for our not giving them to 

be beaten, imprifoned, refufed Juftice, &c. 

To fay nothing of the Detifion and Reproach 

hat hath been frequently flung at us on this 

that if we had wanted a Proof 
ruth @f our inward Belief and Judg- 

ne vety Practice of them that oppofed 

it abundantly confirmed us. But let 

it fulfice to us, That Wifdom as juftified of ber Stat iy 

Childr We only p2ffively let fall the Prac- 19. 

tice of What we are taught to ‘believe is Vain. 


ft In which we are Negative 
: For we leave of, we don’t fetup © 
‘ree 


m: 


§. 9. The World is fo fet upon the ceremo- 


- nious Part and outfide of Things, that it has well 


befeemed the Wifdom of God in all Ages, to 
ing forth his Difpenfations with very differ- 
ent Appearances to their fettled Cuftoms ; 
thereby contradicting human Inventions, and 
proving the Integrity of his Confeffors. - Nay, 
it isa Teft upon the World: It tries what 
Patience, Kindnefs, Sobriety and Moderation 
they have: If the rough and homely Outfide 
Truth ftumble not their Minds from the Re- 
eption of it ( whofe Beauty is within ) it makes 
a great Difcovery upon them. For he which 
refufes a precious Jewel, becaufe it is prefented 
in a plain Box, will never Efteem it to its 
Value, nor fet his Heart upon keeping it: 
Therefore I call it a Teft, becaufe it fhews 
where the Hearts and Affections of People 
flack, after all their great Pretences to more ex- 

cellent Things. 
§. 10. itis alfo a mighty Trial upon God's 
People, in that they are put upon the Difco- 
f # very 


r 
m 
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very of their Contradiction to the Cuftorms gé- 
herally receiv’d and efteem’d in the World ; 
Which expofes them to the Wonder, Scorn, 
and Abufe of the Multitude. But there is an 
hidden Treafure init: It inures us to Re- 
proach, it learns us to defpife the. falfe Reputa- 
tion of the World, and filently to undergo the 
Contradiction and Scorn of its Votaries ; and 
finally with a Chriftian Mfeeknefs and Patience, 
to overcome their Injuries and Reproaches. 
Add to this; it weans thee off thy Familiars ; 
for by being flighted of them as a Ninnee, a 
Fool, a Frantick, &c. thou art delivered from 
a greater Temptation, and that is, the Power 
and Influence of their vain Converfation. And 
laft ofall, it lifts thee of the Company of the 
bleffed, mocked, perfecuted Jesus: To fight 
under his Banner, againft the World, the Flefb, 
and the Devil: ‘That after having faithfully 
fuffered with him in a State of Humiliation, 
thou may’ft reign with him in a State of 
Giorffication: Who glorifies his poor, de- 
fpifed, conftant Followers, with the Glory he 
Lad with’ bis Father before the World began. 
This was the firft Reafon of our declining to 
practife the before-mentioned Honours, Re- 

{pects, 8c. | 
§. 11. The fecénd Reafon, why we decline 
and refufe the prefent Ufe of thefe Cuftoms in 
our Addreffes and Salutations, is from the Con- 
fideration of their very Emptinefs and Vanity : 
That there js nothing of true Honour and Re- | 
fpect in them, fuppofing them not to be Evil. 
And as Religion and Worfhip are degenerated 
into Form and Ceremony (and they not ac- 
cording to primitive Practice neither) fo is 
Honour 
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Honour and Refpect too ; there being little of 
that in the World, as well as of the other; 
and to be fure, in thefe Cuftoms, none that is 
Juftifiable by Scripture or Reafon. 
§. 12. In Scripture, we find the word Hon- 

our often and diverlly ufed. Firft, for Obedi- 1Sam.2. 
ence: As when God faith, They that Honour 7%... 4. 
me; that is, that keep my Commandments. Honour 17. 
the King ; that is, Obey the King. Honour thy _, | 
Father and Mother , that is, ( faith the Apoftie m 7” 
to the Ephefians ) Obey thy Father and thy Mo- P>- 6, 1s 
ther in the Lord, for that is right: Take heed ` 
to their Precepts and Advice; pre-fuppofing 
always, that Rulers and Parents command law- 
ful Things, elfe they difhonour themfelves to 
enjoin unlawful Things; and Subjects and 
Children difhonour their Superiors and Parents, 
an complying with their unrighteous Com- 
mands. Alfo, Chrift ufesthis Word fo, when 
he fays, Ihave not a Devil, but I Honour my 
Father, and ye difbonour me: That is, I do my 
Father’s Will, in what I do; but you will not 
hear me ; you rejećt my Council, and will not 
obey my Voice. *Twas not refufing Hat and | 
Knee, nor empty Titles: No, *twas Difobe- 
dience; refifting him that God had fent, and 
not believing in him. This was the Difhonour 
he taxed them with; ufing himas an Impoftor, 
that God had ordained for the Salvation of the 
World. And of thefe Difhonourers, there are 
but too many at this Day. Chrift has a Saying 
to the fame Effect; That all Men foould Honour 
the Son, even as they Honour the Father, andJ-b»5,71. 
be that bonoureth not the-Son, bonoureth not the 
Father, which hath fent bim: Thatis, they 

that hearken not to Chrift, and de not worfhip 
: J 2 and 


John 8. 49. 
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and obey him, they do not hear, worfhip, nor 
obey God. As they pretended to believe in 
God, fothey were to have believed in him; 
he told them fo. This is pregnantly manifeft- 
ed in the Cafe of the Centurion, whofe Faith 
was fo much commended by Chrift, where, 
giving Jefus an Account of his honourable Sta- 
tion, he tells them, He had Soldiers under his 
Authority, and when he faid to one, Go, be 
went , to another, Come, he came; and to a 
third, Do this, þe did it. In this it was he 
placed the Honour of his Capacity, and the 
Refpect of his Soldiers, and not in Hats and 
Legs: Nor are fuch Cuftoms yet in ufe amoneft 
Soldiers, being Effeminate, and unworthy of 
mafculine Gravity. 

§. 13.4In the next Place, Honour is ufed 
for Preferment to Truft and eminent Employ- 
ments. So the Pfalmift fpeaking to God ; For 
thou hah crown’d him with Glory and Honour : 
Again, Honour and Majefly baf thou laid on 
him: hat is, God had given Chrift Power 
over al] his Enemies, and exalted him to great 
Dominion. Thus the wife Man intimates, 


when he fays, The fear of the Lord is the Tn- 


Prov. 15, feruétion of Wi ifdom, and before Honour is Hu- 


33. 


Chap. 26, 


Z. 


mility. That is, before Advancement or Pre- 
ferment, is Humility. Further, he. has this 
faying, As Snow in Summer, andas Rain in 
Harve, fo Honour is not feemly for a Fool: 
That is, a Fool is not capable of the Dignity 
of Truft, Employment, or Preferment; they 
require Virtue, Wifdom, Integrity, Diligence, 
of which Fools are unfurnifh’d. And yet if 
the Refpects and Titles, in ufe amonft us, are 
to go for Marks of Honour, Solomon’s Proverb 

will 
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will take Place, and doubtlefs doth, upon the 
Practice of this Age, that yields fo much of 

- that Honour to a great many of Solomon’s 

Fools ; who are not only filly Men, but wick- 

ed too; fuch as refufe Infiruction, and bate the Prov. 13, 
Fear of the Lord; which only maketh one of "- 
his wife Men. 

§. 14. And as Virtue and Wifdom are the 
fame, fo Folly and Wickednefs. Thus She- _ 
chem’s Ravifhment of Dinah, Jacob’s Daugh- _ 
ter, is called: Sois the Rebellion and Wick- 
ednefs of the Ifraelities in Jofhua. The Plalmitft ‘ 
exprefics it thus: My Wounds flink becaufe of o» ` 
my Foolifbnefs thatis, his Sin. And, Thejm.2*.7’ 
Lord will [peak Peace ta his Saints, that they A a 
turn not again to Folly , that is, to Evil. Hispa: 8, 
gwn Iniquities ( fays Solomon ) fhall takë the 
Wicked bimfelf, and he fhall be holden with the, . 
Cords of bis Sins: He fhall die without Inftruffi- 252?" 
on, and in the greaine/s of bis Folly be foall go 

fray. Chrift puts Foolifhnefs with Bla/phemy, Mark 7, 
Pride, Thefts, Murders, Adulteries, Wicked- 21» 35» 
nefs, &c. I was the more willing to add thefe 
Paffages, to fhew the Difference that there is 
between the Mind of the holy Ghoft, and the 
Notion that thofe Ages had of Fools, that de- 
ferve not Honour, and that which is generally 
meant by Fools and Folly in our Time; that 
we may the better underftand the Difproportion 
there is betweeri Honour, as then underftood 
by the holy Ghoft, and thofe that were led 
thereby ; and the Apprehenfion of it, and 
Practice, of thefe later Ages of profeffed 
Chriftians. 

§. 15. But Honour is alfo taken for Reputa- 
tion, and it is fo underftood with us: Æ graci- 

l3 ois 
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a ™, pus Woman ( fays Solomon ) retaineth Honour ; 
that is, fhe keeps her Credit; and by her Vir- 
tue, maintains her Reputation of Sobriety and 
Chaftiry. In another Place, Jt is an Honour 

Prov. 29: 3.for a Man to ceafe from Strife: ‘Thatis, it 
makes for his Reputation, as a wife and good 
Man, Chrift ufes the Word thus, where he 

Mat. 13, fays, A Prophet is not without Honour, fave in 

57- his own Country: Thatis, he has Credit, and 
is valued, fave at Home. The Apoftle to the 
Theffalonians has a Saying to that Effect: That 

:Thef, 4, every one of you foould know how to poffe fs his 

+ ` Veffel in Sanétification and Honour; that is, in 
Chaftity and Sobriety. In all which, nothing 
of the Fafhions, by us declined, is etek 
concerned, than to be totally excluded. 

| §. 16. There is yet another ufe of the Word 
«. . [Honour] in Scripture, and that is to Functions 
© 4Timzs, and Capacities: As, An Elder is worthy of double 
_ Honour: Thatis, he deferves double Efteem, 
Loy” and Refpect ; being Holy, Merciful, 
Temperate, Peaceable, Humble, &c. efpe- 
cially one that labours in Word and Doctrine. 
So Paul recommends Epa hroditus to the Phi- 
lippians ; Receive him therefore in the Lord 

Fhi.2, 29, with all Gladnefs, . and bold fuch in Reputation. 
As ifhe had faid, Let them be valued and re- 
garded by you in what they fay and teach. Which 
is the trueft, and moft natural and convincing 
Way of reftifying refpect to a Man of God; 
as Chrift faid ta ‘his Difciples, If you love me, 
ye will keep my Sayings. Further, the Apoftle 
bids us, To honour Widows indeed , thatis, fuch 
Women as are of chaft Liyes, and exemplary 
Virtue, are Honourable. Marriage is honour- 

Heb. 13,4. able too with this Provifo, That the Bed be un- 

defiled : 
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defiled: So that the Honour of Marriage, asthe 

Chaftity of the Married. i 
§. 17. The word Honour in the Scripture, 

is alfo ufed of Superiors to Inferiors; which is 

plain in that of Ahafuerus to Haman: Whai tan... 

fall be done to the Man whom the King delight- 

eth to Honour? Why, he mightily advanced 

him, as Mordecai afterwards, And more par- 

ticularly it is faid, That the Jews had Light, 'eid.8, 16. 

and Gladnefs, and Foy, and Honour: That 

is, they efcaped the Perfecution that was like 

to fall upon them, and by the Means of Efther 

and Mordecai, they enjoyed, nat only Peace, 

but Favour and Countenance too. In this 

Senfe, the Apoftle Peter advifed chrittian Men, 

To honour their Wives; thatis, to love, value, : Pet. 3. 

genn, countenance and efteem them for 

their Fidelity and Affection to their Hufbands; 

for their Tendernefs and Care over their Chil- 

dren, and for their Diligence and Circumfpec- „+ 

tion in their Families: There’s no ceremonious 

Behaviour, or gawdy Titles, requifité to ex- 

prefs this Honour.. Thus God honours holy 

Men: They ( fays the Lord ) that Honour me, ane ra 

I will Honour, and they that defpife me, fhail 

be lightly efteemed: ‘That is, I will do good to 

them, I will love, blefs, countenance, and 

profper them that honour me, that obey me: 

But they-that defpife me, that ‘refift my Spirit, 

and break my Law, they fhall be lightly 

efteemed, little fer by, or accounted of; they 

fhall not find fayour with God, nor righteous 

Men. And fo we fee it daily among Men: 

If the Great vifit, or concern themfelves to aid 

tne Poor, we fay, that fuch a great Man djd 


iy me 
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me the Honour to come and fee or help me in 
my Need. 

§. 18, I fhall onii this with one Paffage 
more, and that is avery large, plain, and per- 
tinent one: Honour all Men, and love the Bro- 


s Pet. 2, therbood: That is, Love 1s above Honour, and 


that is referved for the Brotherhood. Bu 
our, which is Efteem and Regard, that thou 
owelt to all Men ; and ifall, than thy Inferiors. | 
But why, for all Men? Becaufe they are the 
Creation of God, and the nobleit Part of his 
Creation too; they are alfo thy own kind: 
Be natural, have bowels, and affift them with 
what thou can{t; be ready to perform any real 
refpect, and yield them any good or coun- 
tenance thou canft. 

§. 19. And yet there feems a Limitation to 
this Command, Honour all Men, inthat godly 
Paflage of David, Who fhall abide in thy Taber- 


Pla. 15,4 nacle? Who foall dwell in thy holy Hil ? He in 


AA 


whofe Eyes a vile Perfon is contemned, but be 
honoureth them that fear the Lord. Here Hon- 
our is confined and affixed to godly Perfons, 
and Difhonour made the Duty of the Righteous 
to the Wicked, and a Mark of their being 
Righteous, that they difhonour; that is, 
Night, or difregard them. To conclude this 
Scripture-Enquiry after Honour, I fhall con- 
tract the Subject of it under three Capacities, 
Superiors, Equals, and Inferiors: Honour to 
Superiors, is Obedience; tò Equals, Love; 
to Inferiors, Countenance and Help: ‘That is 
Fionour after God’s Mind, and the holy Peo- 
ple’s tathion of old. 

§. 20. But how httle cf all this is to be feen 


or had in a poor empty Hat, Bow, Cringe, or 
sawdy 
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gawdy, flattering Title? Let the Truth-fpeak- 
ing Witnefs of God in all Mankind jucge. 


For I muft not appeal to corrupt, proud, and 


felf-feeking Man, of the Good or E-vil of thefe, 
Cuftoms; that, as little as he would render. 
them, are loved and fought by him, and he is 
out of Rumour, and Angry, if he has them 
not. 

This is our fecond Reafon, why we refufe to 
practife the accuftcmed Ceremonies of Horcur 
and Refpeét, becaufe we find no fuch Notion 
or Exprefi.ion of Honcur and Refpe¢ct recom- 
mended to us by the holy Ghoft in the Scrip- 
tures of Truth. 

§. 21. Our third Reafon, for not ufing 
them as Teftumonies of Honour and Refpett, 
is, becaufe there is no Difcovery of Honour or 
Refpect to be made by them: ’Tis rather 
eluding and equivocating it ; cheating People 


of the Honour or Refpect that is due to them; _ | 


giving them Nothirg in the fhew of Some- 
thing. There is in them no Obedience to 
Superiors; no Love to Equals: no Help or 
Countenance to Inferiors. | ' 

§.22. Weare, we declare to the whole 
World, for true Honour and Refpe&t: We 
Honour the King, our Parents, our Matters, 
our Magiftrates, our Landlords, one another, 
yea all Men, after God’s Way, ufed by holy 
Men and Women of old Time: But we refufe 
thefe Cuftoms, as Vain and Deceitful; not an- 
{wering the End they are ufed for. 

§. 23. But fourthly, there is yet more to 
be faid: We find that vain, lcofe, and world- 
ly People, are the great Lovers and Practiers 
ofthem, andthe moft deride our Simplicity 

of 
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of Behaviour. Now we affuredly know, from 
the facred Teftimonies, that thofe People can- 
not give true Honour, that live in a difhonour- 
able Spirit; they underftand it.not: But they 
can give the Hat and Knee; and that they are 
very liberal of; nor are any more expert at it. 
‘This is, tous, a Proof, that no true Honour 
can be teftrfied by thofe Cuftoms, which Vanity 
and Loofenefs love and ufe. 

§. 24. Nexttothem, I willadd Hypocrify 
and Revenge too. For how little do many 
care for each other? Nay, whatSpight, Envy, 
Animofity, fecret Back-biting, and Plotting 
one againft another, under the ufe of thefe idle 
Refpects ; ull Paffion, too ftrong for Cunning, 
break through Hypocrify into open Affront 
and Revenge. It cannot be fo with the Scrip- 
ture-Honour: To obey, or prefer a Man, 
out of Spight, is not ufually done; and to 
love, help, ferve, and countenance a Perfon, 
in order to deceive and be revenged of him, 
isa Thing never heard of: Thefe admit of 
no Hypocrify, nor Revenge. Men do not 
thefe Things to palliate Ill-will, which are the 
Teftimonies of quite the contrary. ° Tisabfurd 
to imagine it, becaufe 1mpoffible to be done. 

§. 25. Our fixth Reaion is, that Honour 
was from the Beginning, but Hat-Refpects, 
and moft Titles, are of late: Therefore there 
was true Honour before Hats or Titles; and 
confeguently true Honour ftands not in them. 
And that which ever was the Way to exprefs 
true Honour, is the beft Way ftill, and this 
the Scripture teaches better than Dancing-Maf> 
ters can do. 

§. 26. Seyenthly, If Hor.qur confifts in ike 
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like Ceremonies, then will it follow, that they 
are moft capable of fhewing Honour, whe 
perform it moft exactly, according to the Mode 
or Fafhion of the Times; confequenrly, that 
Man hath not the Meafure of true Honour, 
from a juft and reafonacle Principle in himfelf, 
but by the Means and Skill of the fantattick 
Dancing-Matters of the Times: And: for this 
Caufe it is we fee, that many give much Money 
to have their Children learn their Honours, 
falfty fo called. And what doth this but totally 
exclude the poor Country People; who, tho’ 
they plow, till, fow, reap, go to Markets 
and in all Things obey their juftices, Land- 
lords, Fathers, and Matters, with Sincerity 
and Sobriety, rarely ufe thofe Ceremonies; but 
if they do, it is fo awkwardly and meanly, that 
they are efteemed by a Court-Critick fo li- 


favour’d, as only fit to make a Jeft of, and 
be laugh’d at: But what fober Man will not. 


deem their Obedience beyond the other’s 
Vanity and Hypocrify ? This bafe Notion of 
Honour turns out of Doors the True, and fets 
the Falfe in its Place. Let it be further con- 
fidered, that the Way or Fafhion of doing it, 
is much more in the Defign of its Performers, 
as well as View of its Spectators, than the Re- 
fpect itfelf. Whence ‘its commonly faid, He 
is a Man of good Mein ; or, She isa Woman 
of exaét Behaviour. And what is this Behavi- 
our, but fantaftick, cramp’d Poftures, and 
Cringings, unnatural to their Shape, and, if it 
were not Fafhionable, Ridiculous to the View 
of all People ; and is therefore to the Eaftern- 

Countries a Proverb. 
§. 27. But yeteightly, real Honour confits 
ia nof 
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not ina Hat, Bow, or Title, becaufe all thefe 
Things may be had for Money... For which 
Reafon, how many Dancing-Schools, Plays, 
&c. are there in the Land, to which Youth is 
generally fent to be ene e in thefe vain 
Fafhions ? Whilft they are Ignorant of the 
Honour that is of God, and their Minds are 
allured to vifible Things that perifh ; and in- 
{tead of remembring their Creator, are taken 
up with Toys and Fopperies ; and fometimes 
fo much worfe, as to coft themfelves a Dif- 
inheriting, and their indifcreet Parents Grief 
and Mifery all their Days. If Parents would 
honour God in the help of his Poor, with the | 
Subftance they beftow on fuch an | Education, 
they would find a better Account in the 
End. 

§. 28. But laftly, we cannot efteem Bows, 
Titles, and pulling off of Hats, to be real 
Honour, becaufe fuch like Cuftoms have been 
prohibited by God, his Son and Servants, in 
Days paft. This I fhall endeavour to fhew by 
three or four exprefs Authorities. + 

§. ag My firt Example and Authority, 
is taken from the Story of Mordecai and 
Haman ; fo clofe to this Point, that methinks 
it fhould at leaft command Silence to the Ob- 
jections frequently advanced againft us. Haman 
was firft Minifter of State and /*avourite to King 
Ahafuerus. The Text fays, That the King fet 
his Seat above all the Princes that were with him; 
and all the King’s Servants bowed and reverenced 
Haman , for the King had fo commanded con- 
cerning bim: But Mordecai (it feems ) bowed 
not, nor did bim Reverence. + This,»at farit, 
made ill for Mordecai; A Gallows ‘was pre- 

pared 
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pared for him at Haman’s Command. But 
the Sequel of the Story fhows, that Haman 
prov’d his own Invention, and ended his Pride 
with his Life upon it. Well now, fpeakine 
as the World fpeaks, and looking upon Mor- 
decai without the Knowledge of the Succefs ; 
Was not Mordecai a very Clown, at leafta filly, 
morofe, and humourous Man, to run fuch a 
Hazard for a Trifle? What hurt had itdone him 
to have bow’d to, and honoured one the King 
honoured ? Did he not defpife the King in 
difregarding Haman ? Nay, had not the King 
commanded that Refpect ? And are not we to, 
honour and obey the King? One would have 
thought, he might have bowed for the King’s 
Sake, whatever he had in his Heart, and yet 
have come off well enough ; for that he bowed 
not meerly to Haman, but to the King’s Au- 
thority ; befides, it was but an innocent Cere- 
mony. But it feems, Mordecai was too plain 
and ftout, and not fine and fubtle enough to 
avoid the Difpleafure of Haman. 

Howbeit, he was an excellent Man: He 
feared God and wrought Righteoufnefs. Andin 
this very Thing alfo, he pleafed God, and e- 
ven the King too, at laft, that had moft Caufe 
to be angry with him : For he advanced him 
to Haman’s Dignity ; and, if it could be, to 
greater Honour. *Tis true fad News firft came; 
no lefs than Deftruction to Mordecai, and the 
whole People of the Jews befides, for his 
Sake: But Mordecai’s Integrity and Humili- 
ation, his Fafting and ftrong Cries to God, pre’ 
vailed, and the People were faved, and poor 
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condemn’d Mordecai comes, afteralltobe exalt: . 


ed above the Princes. O! this has great Dorine . 


in 
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in it, to all thofe thatare in their fpiritual Ex- 
ercifes and Temptations, whether in this or 
any other Refpect ! They that endure Faithful 
in that which they are convinced God requires 
of them, tho’ againft the Grain and Humour 
of the World, and themfelves too, they fhall 
finda bleffed Reeompence in the End. My 
Brethren, remember the Cup of Cold Water! 
Matt. 4,3, 7e Jall reap, if we faint not: And call to 
b$. mind, that our Captain bowed not to him that 
told him, If thou wilt fall down and worfbip 
me, I will give thee all the Glory of the World : 
Shall we bow then? O no! Iet us follow our 

bleffed Leader. 
§. 30. But before I leave this Seétion, 
*tis fit I add, that in Conference with a late 
Bifhop (and none of the leaft Eminent ) upon 
this Subject and Inftance, I remember he fought 
tovevade it thus: “ Mordecai ({ayshe) did not 
« refufe tobow, as it was a Teftimony of Re- 
« {pect to the King’s Favourite ; but he being 
“« a Figure and Type of Chrift, he refufed it, 
“© becaufe Haman was of the Uncircumcifion, 
‘© and ought to bow to him rather.” To 
which I replied ; That allowing Mordecai to 
to be a Figure of Ghnift, and the Jews of 
God’s People or Church ; and that as the Jews 
were faved by Mordecai, fo the Church is 
faved by Chrift; this makes forme: For 
then, by that Reafon, the fpiritual Circumci- 
fion, or People of Chrift, are not to receive 
and bow to the Fafhions and Cuftoms of the 
fpiritual Uncircumcifion, who are the Children 
ef the World ; of which, fuch as were con- 
demnable fo long ago, in the Time of the 
Type and Figure, can by no Means be juftifi- 
ably 
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ably | received or practifed in the Time of the 
Anti-type or Subftance it felf. On the con- 

‘this fhews exprefly, we are faithfully to 
decline fuch worldly Cuftoms, and not to 
fafhion ourfelves aceording to the Converfation 
of earthly-minded People ;: but be renewed and 
changed in our Ways ; and keep clofe to our 
Mordecai, whọ having not bowed, we muft 
not bow, that are his People and F ollowers. 
And whatever be our Suffering or Reproaches, 
they will have an End: Mordecai our Cap- 
tain, that appears for his People throughout all 
the Provinces, in the King’s Gate, will deliver 
us at laft; and for his Sake, we fhall be fa- 
voured and loved of the King himfelf too. So 
Powerful is faithful Mordecai at laft. There- 
fore let us all look to Jefus, our Mordecai, the 
Ifrael indeed; he that has Power with God, 
and would not bow in the Hour of Tempta- Wa. 9, 7- 
tion, but has mightily prevailed ; and there- 
fore is a Prince for ever, and of his Govern- 
ment there fhall never be End. 

§. 31. The next fcripture Inftance I urge 
againft thefe Cuftoms, is a Paffagein Job, thus 
oxpres ‘ds; Let me not, I pray you, accept any 
Man’ s Perfon ; ; neither let me give flattering Job 32, 2ta 
Titles unto Man, for I know not to give flatter- * 
ing Titles; in fo doing my Maker would {oon 
take me away. The Queftion that will arife 
upon the Allegation of this Scripture, is this, 
viz. What Titles are Flattering? The 
Anfwer is as obvious, namely, Such as are 
Empty and FiGfitious, and make him more than be 
is. As to calla Man what he is not, to pleafe 
him: or to exalt him beyond his true Name, 
Office, or Defert, to gain upon his gaumi ; 

whe 
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who it may be, lufteth to Honour and Refpett : 
Such as thefe, moh Excellent, moft Sacred, your 
Grace, your Lordfhip, moft dread Majefty, right 
Honourable, right Worfoipful, may tt pleafe your 
Majelty, your Grace, your Lorafbip, your Ho- 
nour, your Worfoip, and the like unneceffary 
Titles and Attributes ; calculated only to pleafe 
and tickle poor, proud, vain, yet mortal Man. 
Likewife to cali Man what he is not, as my Lord, 
my Mafter, &c. And Wife, Fuft, or Good, 
( when he is neither } only to pleafe him, or 
fhew him Refpect. 

It was Familiar thus to do among the Jews, 
uler their Degeneracy ; wherefore one came 
to Chrift and faid ; Good Majfter what fhail I 


’ do to have eternal Life? It was a Salutation or 


Addrefs of Refpect in thofe Times. ’Tis Fa- 
miliar now: Good my Lord, good Sir, good 
Mafter, do this or do that. But what was 
Chrift’s Anfwer ? How did he take it? Why 
calleft thou me Good ? fays Chrift, There is none 
Good fave One,- that is God. He rejected it, 
that had more Right to keep it than all Man- 
kind: And why? Becaufe ‘there was one 
Greater than he; and that he faw the Man 
addrefs’d it to his Manhood, after the Way 
of the Times, and not his Divinity which 
dwelt within it; therefore Chrift refufes it, 
fhewing and inftructing us that we fhould not 
give fuch Epithets and Titles commonty to 
Men: For Good being due alone to God 
and Godlinefs, it can only be faid in Flattery 
to: fallen Man, and therefore Sinful to be fo 
faid. 

This plain and exact Life well became him 


that was on Purpofe manifefted to return and 
l reftore 
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reftore Man from his lamentable Degeneracy, 
ro the Innocency and Purity of his firft Creae 
tion; who has tauchtus to be careful, how we 
ufe and give - Arcributes unto Man, by that 
moft fevere faying, That every idle Word that 
Men fhall [peak, they foall give an Account ibere- 
cf in the Day of Fudement. And that which 
fhovld warn all Men of the Latitude they take 
herein, and fufficiently juftify our Tende řnefs; 
is this, ‘* Phat Man can fcareely commit 
“« greater Injury and Offence againft Almighty 
“ God, than to afcribe any of his Attributes 
« unto Man, the Creature of his Word, and 
the Work of his Hands.” He isa jealous 
God of his Honour, and will not give his 
Glory unto another. Befides, it is fo neat the 
Sin of the afpiring, failen Angels, that affect- 
ed to be greater and better “than they were 
made and {tated by the great Lord of all, and 
to-entitle Man to a Station above his Make 
and Orb looks fo like Idolatry (the unpardoti- 
able Sin under the Law) that it is hard to 
` think, how Men and Women profefii ing 
Chrittianity, and ferioufly reflecting upon their 
Vanity arid Evil in thefe Things, can continue 
in them, much lefs plead for them, and leaft 
of all reproach and deride thofe that through 
Tendernefs of Confcience cannot ufe and give 
es It feems that Elihu did not dare to dö 
; but put fuch Weight upon the Matter, 4s 
to give this for one Reafon of his Forbearanée,; 
to wit, Left my Maker fhouid foon take me away: 
That is, ‘* For fear God fhould ftrike mie 
‘© dead, I dare not give Man Titles, that a 
p where him, or Titles meerly to pleafe hira, 


“ Imay not, by any Means, ug that Spis 
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« rit which lufteth after fuch Things. God 
«& is to be exalted, and Man abafed. God is 
& jealous of Man’s being fet higher than his 
& Station: He will have him keep his Place, 
“know hisOriginal, and remember the Rock 
« from whence he came: ‘That what he has 
tc is borrowed, not his own, but his Maker’s, 
« who brought him forth, and fuftained him; 
« which Man is very apt to forget. And left 
« J fhould be accefiary to it by flattering Titles, 
« inftead of telling him truly and plainly what 
‘¢ heis, and ufing him as he ought to be treat- 
« ed, and thereby provoke my Maker to Dif- 
“¢ pleafure, and He, in his Anger and fea- 
« loufy, fhould take me foon away, or bring 
« fudden Death, and an untimely End upon 
«< me, I dare not ufe, I dare not give fuch 
“ Titles unto Men.” 

. 32. But if we had not this to alledge 
from the. old Teftament Writings, it fhould 
and ought to fuffice with Chriftians, that thefe 
Cuftoms are feverely: cenfured by the great 
Lord and Matter of their Religion; who is fo 
far from putting People upon giving Honour 
one to another, that he will not indulge them 
in it, whatever be the Cuftoms of the Country 
they live in: For he charges it upon the Jews, 
as a Mark of their Apoftacy: How can ye be- 
liev#, which receive Honour one of ancther, and 
feek not the Honour that cometh from God only ? 
Where their Infidelity concerning Chrift is 
made the Effect of feeking worldly, and not 
heavenly, Honour only. And the Thing is nor 
hard to apprehend, if we confider, that Self- 
Love, and Defire of Honour from Men, is 


inconfftent with the Love and Humility of 
Chruft. 
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Chri. They fought the good* Opinion and 
Refpect of the World, how then was it pofi- 
ble} they fhouldveave all and follow him, whofe 
| Kingdom is not of tkis World, and that eame 
in a Way fo crofs to the Mind and Humour 
of it? And that this was the M aning of our 
Lord Jefus, ispiain: For hetells us, what 
that Honour was, they gave and received, 
which he condemned thein for, and-of which 
he bad the Difcrples of his Humility and Crofs 
beware. His Words are thefe ( and he {peaks 
them not of the Rabble, but ef the Doctors, ,, . , 
the great Men, the Men of FTonour among the 10, we 
Jews) They love (fays he) the uppermoft FYE ™ 
Rooms at Feafts; thatis, Places cf greatcit Lu lie, 
Rank and Repet; and Greetings, that is, * 
* Salutations of Refpect, fuch as pulling off the 
: Hat, and bowing the Body, are in our Age; 
in the Market-Places, | viz. in the Places of 
Note and Concourfe, the publick Walks and 
Exchanges of the Country. ] And laftly, They 
love (fays Chrift ) to be called of Men Rabbi, 
Rabbi: Oneof the moft eminent Titles among 
the Jews. A Werd comprehending an Ex- 
cellency equal to many Titles: It may ftand 
for your Grace, your Lordfhip, Right Reve- 
rend Father, &c. It is upon thefe Men of 2 
Breeding and Quality, that he pronounces his 
Woes, making thefe Practifes {fome of the evil 
Marks, by which to know them, as well as 
fome of the Motives of his Threatnings againft 
them. Butvhe leaves it not here: He purfues 
this very Point of Honour, above alb the reft, 
in his Caution to his Difciples; to whom he 
gave in Charge thus: But be wot ye called 
Rabbi, for one is your Mafter, even Chrif, 
Eż , 


and 


Rom, 12, 
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and all ye are Brill. Neither be ye called 
Mafters, but he that is Greateft among you, fhail 
be your Servant: And whofoever foall exalt bim- 


elf, fhail be abafed. Plainit is, that thefe Paf- 
' fages carry a fevere Rebuke, both to worldly 


Honour in general, and to thofe Members and 
Exprefiions of it in particular, which, as near 
as the Language of Scripture and Cuftoms of 
that Age will permit, do diftinétly reach and 
allude to thofe of our own Time; for the de- 
clining of which, we have fuffered fo much 
Scorn and Abufe, both in our Perfons and 
Eftates: God forgive the unreafonable Authors 
of it! 

§. 33. The Apoftle Paul has a Saying of 
great Weight and Fervency, in his Epittle to 
the Romans, very agreeable to this Doctrine» 
of Chrift; -tis this: J befeech you therefore, 
Brethren, by the Mercies of God, that ye prefent’ 
your Padies a living Sacrifice, boly, acceptable 
unto God, which is your reafonaole Service: 
And be not transformed to thisWorld, but be ye 
couformed by the renewing of your Mind, that 
ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, 
and perfet Will of God. He writ to a People 
in the midft of the enfnaring Pomp and Glory 
of the World: Rome was the Seat of Czfar, 
and the Empire: The Miftrefs of Invention. 
Her Fafhions, as thofe of France now, were 
as Laws to the World, at leaft at Rome: 
Whence it is Proverbial ; 


Cum fueris Rome, Romano vivito more. 
When thou art at Rome, thou mutt do as 
Rome docs. 


But 
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Mi the Apottle is OF another Mind: He 
warns the Chriftians of that City, That they be 
wot conformed: that is, that they do not follow 
the vain Fafhions and Cuftoms of this World, 
but leave them: The Emphafis lies upon 
‘This, as well as upon Conformed: And it 
imports, that this World, which they were 
not to conform to, was the corrupt and dege- 
nerate Condition of Mankind in that Age. 
Wherefore the Apoftle proceeds to exhort 
thofe Believers, and that by the Mercies of 
God, ( the moft powerful and winning of all 
Arguments) That they would be transformed ; 
that is, changed from the Way of Life cuft- 
omary among the Romans ; and prove what is 
that acceptable Will of God. As if he had 
faid, “* Examine what you do and practife ; Johnz.21, ` » 
* fee if it be right, and that iz pleafe God: ** i 
“< Call every Thought, Word, and Action to 
«< Judgment; try whether they are wrought 
“in God or not; that fo you may prove or 
“< know, what is that good, and acceptable, 
“ and perfe& Will of God. 
§. 34. The next Scripture Authority we 
appeal to, in our Vindication, is a Paflage of 
the Apoftle Peter, in his.firft Epiftle, writ tẹ 
the believing Strangers throughout the Coun- 
tries of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Afia, 
and Bythinia ; which were tne Churches of 
Chrift Jefus in thefe Parts of the World,’ ga- 
thered by his Power and Spirit: Tis this ; 
Gird up the Loins of your Minds , be Sober and Pet. ;, 
hope to the End, for the Grace that is to be brought 13. 14 
unto you at the Revelation of Jefus Chrif , as 
obedient Children, not fefkioning yourfelves ac- 
cording to the former Lufts of your Jgncrance, 
oa ks. | That 
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That is, ** Be ror found in the vain Fafhions 
“ and Cultoms of the World, unto which you 
conformed in your former Ignorance : But 
as you have believed in a more plain and 
excellent Way, fo be Sober and Fervent, and 
hope to the End: Don’t give out; let 
them mock on ; bear ye the Contradiction 
of Sinners conftantly, as obedient Children, 
that you may receive the Kindneis of God, 
“ at the Revelation of Jefus Chrift.’ And 
ther fore does the Apoftle call them Strangers, 
(a figurative Speech) People eftranged trom 
the Cultoms of the World, of new Faith and 
Manners; and fo unknown of the World: 
And if fuch Strangers, then not to be fafhioned 
or conformed to their pleafing Refpects and 
Honours, whom they were eftranged from : 
Becaufe the Strangenefs lay in leaving that 
which was Cuftomary and Familiar to them be- 
fore. The following Words, prove, he ufed 
the Word Strangers in a fpiritual Senfe, pafs 
the Time of your fojourning bere in Fear , that 
is, “ Pafs the Time cf your being as Strangers 
“© on Earth in Fear’: Not after the Fafhions 
of the World. A Word in the next Chapter 
further explains his Senfe, where he tells the 
Belicvers, That they are a peculiar People ; 
to wit, a diftinét, a fingular and feparate Peo- 
ple from the reft of the World; not any longer 
to fafhion themfelves according to their Cuft- 
oms: But I don’t know how that could be, 
if they were to live in Communion with the 
World, in its Refpects and Honours; for that 
Is not to be a peculiar or feparate People from 


them, but to be like them, becaufe conform- 
able to them. 
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. .* . 
»§. 35. Lhhall conclude my Scriptiire-Tefti- 
monies againit ché foregoing Refpects, with 
that memorable and cloie Pafage of the A- 
pottle James, againft Refpect of Perfons in 
general, after ‘the  World’s Fafhion: My 


Brethren, have not the Faith of our Lard Te: Pi. ha 2. 1. 2a 
Chrifi, the Lord of Glory, with Refpet of Per- 


fons: For if there come unto your Affembly, a 
Man with a Gold Ring, in goodly Apparel ; and 
there come in alfo a poor- ‘Man, in vile Ratment, 
and ye have Refpeti to bim that weareth the gay 
eibi, and fay unio bim, fit thou here in a 
goodly Place; ( or well and feemly, as the 
wkt is) and fay to the Poor, ftand thou there, 
py fit here under my Fo ootftool ; are ye not 
a Partial in yourfelves, and are become tdo TES 
of evil Thoughts ? | That is, they knew they did 
Amifs. |] If ye fulfil the w according to 
the Scripture, Thou fhalt lovethy Neighbour as thy 
Self, ye do well, but if ye bave Refpel to Per- 
fous, ye commit Sin, and are convinced of the 
Law as Tranfgreffors. This is fo full, there 
feems nothing left for me to add, or others to 
object. Weare notto refpect Perfons, that’s 
the fint Thing: And the next is, if we do, we 
commit Sin, ind break the Law: At our own 
Peril be it and yet perhaps fome will fay, 
« That by this we overthrow all Manner of 
** Diltinétion among Men, under their divers 
“€ Qualities, and introduce a reciprocal ape! re- 
& Jational Refpect in the room of it’: But 
if it be fo, I can’t help it, the Apottle Ja mes 
muft anfwer for it, who has given us this Doc- 
trize for Chriftian and Apottolical. And ye 
one greater than he told his Difciples,.of whom 
James was one, viz. Ye know that the Princes 
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Mat. be ai of the Gentiles exercife Dominicu over them, Ece. 
But it foall not be fo among you, but whofos 


25 + 


ever will be Great among you, “let Sinn be your 
Minifter , and whofoever will be Chief among 
yoti, let him be your Servant: That is, he that 
affects Rule, and feems to be uppermoft, thal! 
be eftcemed leat among you. And to fay 
true, upon the whole Matter, whether we re- 
gard thofe early Times of the World, that 
were antecedent to the coming of Chrift, or 
foon after, there was yet a greater Simplicity, 
than in the Times jn which we are fallen. For 
thofe eariy Times of the World, as bad as they 
were in other Things, were great Strangers to 
the frequency of thefe Follies : Nay, they 
hardly ufed fome of them, at Jeaft, very rarely. 
For if we read thé Scriptures, fuch a Thing as 
my Lord Adam, ( though Lord of ‘the 
World ) is not to be found: Nor my Lord 
N oh neither, the fecond Lord of the Earth : 
Nor yet my Lord Abraham, the Father of the 
Faithful ; nor my Lord Ifaac; nor my Lord 
Jacob : But much lefs my Lord Peter, and 
my Lord Paul, to be found in the Bible: And 
lefs your Holiness, or your Grace. Nay, a- 
mong the Gentiles, the People wore their own 
Names with more Simplicity, and ufed not 
the CeremonioufhefS of Speech that is now 
pyactifed among Chriftians, nor yet any Thing 
like it. My Lord Solon, my Lord Phocion, 
my Lord Plato, my Lerd Ariftotle, my Lord 
Scipio, my Lord Fabius, my Lord Cato, my 
Lord Cicero are not to be read in any of the 
Greek or Latin Stories, and yet they were 
fome of the Sages and Haos cf thofe great 


E MPIECS. No “their own Names were enovgn 
| to 
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to diftinguifh them from other Men, and their 


Virtue and Employment oe Publick, were 
their Titles of Honour. or has this Vanity 
yet crept far into the Latin Writers, where it 
is Familiar for Authors to cite the moft Learn- 
ed, and the molt Noble, without any Ad- 
dition to their Names unlefs Worthy or Learn- 
ed: And if their Works give it them, we 
make Confcience to deny it them. For In- 
ftance: The Fathers they only cite thus; 
Polycarpus, Ignatius, Irenæus, Cyprian, Ter- 
tulian, Origen, Arnobius, Lactantius, Chry- 
fotom, Jerom, &c. More Modern Writers ; 
Damafcen, Rabanus, Pafchafius, Theophilact, 
Bernard, &c. And of the laft Age ; Luther, 
Melanéthon, Calvin,’ Beza, Zuinglius, Mar- 
lorat, Voffius, Grotius, Dalleus, Amaraldus, 
&c. And of our own Country ; Gildas, Beda, 
Alcuinus, Horn, Bracton, Grofteed, Little- 
ton, Cranmer, Ridley, Jewel, Whitaker, 
Selden, &c. And yet, I prefume, this will not 
be thought Uncivil or Rude. Why then is 
our Simplicity ( and fo honeftly grounded too, 
as Confcience againft Price in Man, that fo 
eagerly and pernicioufly loves and feeks Wor- 
fhip and Greatnefs ) fo much defpifed and 
abufed, and that by profefs’d Chriftians too, 
who take themfelves to be the Followers of 
him, that has forbid thefe foolifh Cultems, as 
plainly as.any other Impiety condemned in his 
Doétrine ? I earneftly beg the Lovers, Ufers, 
and Expettors of thefe Ceremonies, to let this 
I have writ have fome Confideration and 

Weight with them. 
§. 36. However, Chrifhans are not fo ill- 
bred, as the World thinks; for they fhew 
| Refpect 
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_Refpect too: But the Difference between 


them lies in the Nature of the Refpeé they 
perform, and the Reafons of iz The World’s 
Refpect is an empty Ceremony, no Soul or 
Subítance in it: The Chriftian’s is a folid 
Thing, whether by Obedience to Superiors, 
Love to Equals, or Help and Countenance to 
Inferiors. Next, their Reafons and Motives 
to Honour and Refpeét, are as wide: one from 
the other: For fine Apparel, empty Titles, 
or large Revenues, are the World’s Motives, 
being Things her Children worfhip: But the 
Chriitian’s Motive, is the Senfe of his Duty in 
God’s Sight; firft, to Parents and Magiftrates ; 
and then to inferior Relations: And laftly, to 
all People, according to their Virtue, Wifdom, 
and Piety: Which is far from refpeét to the 
meer Perfons of Men, or having their Perfons 
in Admiration, for Reward ; much lefs on fuch 
mean and bafe Motives as wealth and fumptu- 
ous Raiment. 

§. 37. We thall eafily grant, our Honour, 
as our Religion, is more hidden; and that 
neither are fo difcernable by worlely-Men, nor 
grateful to them. Our Plainnefs is odd, un- 
couth, and goes mightily againft the Grain; 
but fo does Chriftianity too, and that for the 
fame Reafons. But had not the Heathen Spi- 
rit prevail’d too long under a Chriftian Pro- 
feflion, it would not be fo hard to gifcern the 
Right from the Wrong. O that Chriftians 
would look upon themielves, with the Glafs 
of Rightcoufnefs, that which tells true, and 
gives them an exact Knowledge of themfelves! 
And then let them examine, “what in them, 
and about them, agrees with Chnift’s vein: 

an 
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mse ; and they may fon rcfo've, whe- 
r they are real. Cliriftians, or but Heathens 


cht ered with the Name of ail 


Some TESTIMONI è S from Anci- 
ent and Modern Writers, in Favour of our 
BEHAVIOUR. 


§. 38. Marlorat out of Luther and Calvin, 
upon that remarkabie Paflag>, I juit now urg- 
eê from the Apoftle James, gives us the Sen fe 
thofe priminve Reformers had of refpect to 
Perfons, inthefe Words, viz. * To refp: i Per- 
« fons (here ) istohave Regard tothe tiabit and 
i Garb: The Apoftle fignifies, that fuch re- 

fpecting Pirfons 1s fo contrary to true Faith, 
the Raber! rogetherinconfiftent: But if the 
< Pomp, and other worl ly Regards, prevail, 
and weaken what is of ChE its a Sign of 
a decaying Faith, yea, fo great is the Glory 
“ and Spl. nc or of ‘hrift, ina picus Soul, that 
“ ali the Glories of the World have no ~ harms, 
no Beauty, in Comparifon of That, unto 
one fo righteowty inclined: The Apoftle 
maketh fuch Refpecting of Perfons, to be 
repugnant to the Light ( within them ) 1n- 
fomuch, as they who follow thefe Practices, 
are condemned from within themfeives. > So 
that Sanctity ought to be the Reafon or Mo- 
tive, of all outward Refpect ; and that none 
& is to be honoured, upon any Account, ‘but 
« Holinefs: Thus much Marlorat. But .f 
this be true Doétrine, we are much in the Rignt, 
in refufing Conformity, to the vain Refpects 
of worldly Men. 

§. 39. But I thall add to thefe the Admo i- 
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tion of a learned, ancient Writer, who lived 
above 1200 Years fince, of great Efteem, 
namely, Jerom, who writing toa noble Ma- 
tron, Celantia, directing her how to live in 
the midft of her Profpcrity and Honours, 
amoneit many other religious Inftructions, 
{peaks thus: ‘* Heed not thy Nobility, nor 
«c let that be a Reafon for thee to take Place 
“< ofany, efteem not thofe of a meaner Ex- 
« traction, to be thy Inferiors; for our Reli- 
“ gion admits of no Refpeét of Perfons, nor 
‘* doth it induce us, to repute Men from any 
« external Condition, but from their inward 
«< Frame and Difpofition of Mind: It is here- 
“< by that we pronounce Men noble or bafe. 
« With God, not to ferve Sin, is to be Free; 
« and te ~~ in Virtue, is to be Noble: God 
« has chofen the mean and contemptible of 
“< this World, whereby to humble the great 
«ones. Befides, it isa Folly, for any to boatt 
< his Gentility, fince all are equally efteemed 
“< by God. The Ranfom of the Poor and 
“4 Rich coft Chrift an equal Expence of Blood. 
« Nor is it material in what State a Man is 
< born; the new Creature hath ne Diftinétion. 
s But if we will forget, how we all deicended 
s< from one Father, we ought at leaft perpe- 
“* tually to remember, that we have but one 
“¢ Saviour.” 

§. 40. But fince I am engaged againft thefe 
fond and fruitlefs Cuftoms, ( the proper Effects 
and Delights of vain and proud Minds) let me 
yet addvone memorable Paflage more, as it is 
related by the famous Cafaubon, in his Dif- 
courfe of Ufe and Cuftom ; where he briefly 
reports, what paft between Sulpitius Severus, 
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and Paulinus Bifhop of Nola, ( but fuch an one 
as gave all to redeem Captives, whilft others 
that Function, that they may fhew who is 
their Matter, are making many, both Beggars 
and Captives, by countenancing the Plunder 
and Imprifonment of Chriftians, for pure Con- 
{cience to God ) He brings it in thus: “ He 
® is not counted a civil Man now, of late 
« Years amongft us, who thinks it much, or 
« refufeth to fubfcribe himfelf Servant, tho’ it 
« be to his Equal or Inferior.”” Yet Suipitius 
Severus was once fharply chid by Paulinus, for 
fubfcribing himfelf his Servant, in a Letter of 
his, faying, “ Take heed hereafter, how thou 
“ being from a Servant, called into Liberty, 
< doft fubfcribe thy fclfServant unto one, who 
«© is thy Brother and Feilow-Servant ; for it is 
‘a finful Fiattery, not a Teftimony of Humi- 
« lity, to pay thofe Honours to a Man, anda 
€ Sinner, which are due to the one Lord, and 
« one Mafter, and one God This Bifhop 
was (as it feems) of Chrift’s Mind, Why call- 


A 
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eft thou me Good? There is none Good but one. 


By this we may fee, the Senfe of fome of the 
more apoftolical Bifhops, about the Civilities 
and Fafhions, fo much reputed with People 
that call themfelves Chriftians and Bifhops, and 
who would be thought their Succeffors. * Twas 
then a Sin, *tis now an Accomplifhment? 
“Twas then a Flattery, ’tis now Refpect: 
“Twas then fit to be feverely reproved; and 
and now alas, it is to deferve fevere Reproof 
not toufe it. Omonftrous Vanity ! how much, 
how deeply, have thofe who are called Chrifti- 
ans revolted from the Plainnefs of the primitive 
Days, and Practice of holy Men and Women 
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in former Ages ! ? How are they become dege- 
nerated into the loofe, proud and wanton Cuf 
toms ofthe World, which knows not God; to 
whom Ufe hath made thefe Things, condenin- 
ed by Scripture, Reafon and Example, almoft 
naturai? And fo infenfible are they of both 
their Caufe and bad Effects, that they not onl 

conunue to practife them, but pl-ad for them, 
and unc..rifuanly make a very Mock of thofe 


- who cannot imitate them. But 1 fhall proceed 


to waat remains yet further to be faid in our 
D> fence, for declin g nother Cuftom, which 
heips to make us fo much the ftumbling Block 
of this light, vain, and inconfiderate Age. 


cHt 2 ae 


§. 1. Another Piece of Non-Conformity to the 
World, which is our fimple plain Speech, 
Thou for You. §. 2. Fujtified from the Ufe 
of Words, and Numbers, Singular and Plural. 
S. 3. It was, andis the Hebrew, Greek, 
and Latin Speech, in Schools and Univerfities. 
§. 4. It is the Language of all Nations. §. 
5. Ibe Original of the prefent Cuftom defends 
our dif-ufe of it. §. 6. If Cuftom foould pre- 
vail, in a Senfe it would be on our Side. §. 
7. It cannot be Uncivil or Improper, for God 
himfelf, the Fathers, Prophets, Chrif and 
his Apoftles ufed it §. 8. An Inftance given 
in the Cafe of Peter, in the Palace of the 
High Friek. §. 9. It ts the Praétice of Men 

‘to God in their Prayers: The Pride of Man to 
expe better to bimfelf. §. 10. TLeftimontes 
of feveral Writers inVindication of us. $. “ x 

he 
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fhe Author's Convifiions ; and bis Exberta- 
tion to bis Reader. 


§. 1. \ HERE is another Piece of our 
Non-Conformity to the World, 
_ that renders us- very Clownith to the Breeding 
of it, and thats, Thou for 7ou, and that with- 
cut Difference or Refpect to Perfons: A Thing 
that to fome looks forude, it cannot well go 
down without Derifion or Wrath. But as we 
have the fame original Reafon for declining 
this, as the foregoing Cuftoms, fo I fhail add, 
what to me looks reafonable in our Defence, 
though it is very probable, Height of Mind, 
in fome of thofe that blame us, will very hard- 
ly allow them to believe, that the word Rea- 
fonable is reconcileable with {o filly a Practice 
as this is efteemed. 

§. 2. Words of themfelves, are but as fo 
many Marks fetand employed for neceflary and 
intelligible Mediums, or Means, whereby Men 
may underftandingly exprefs their Minds arid 
«Conceptions to each other; from whence comes 
Converfation. Now, though the World be 
divided into many ! Nations, each of which, for 
the moft Part, has a peculiar Language, 
Speech, or Dialect, yet have they ever concur- 
red inthe fame Numbers and Perfons, as much 
of the Ground of right Speech. For Inftance ; 
I love, thou loveft, he loveth, are of the Sin- 
gular Number, importing but One, whether 
in the firft, fecond, orthird Perfon: Alfo we 
love, ye love, they love, are of the Plural 
Number, becaufe in each is implied more than 
One. Which undeniable Grammatical Rule, 
might be enough to fatisfy any, that have not 

forgot 
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forgot their Accidence, that we are not befide 
Reafon in our Practice. For if thou loveft, ” 
be Singular, and you love, be Plural; and if 
thou loveft, fignifies but One; and you love, 
Many ; is it not as proper to fay, thou loveft, 
to ten Men, as to fay, you love, to one Man? 
Or, why not I Love, for we-love, and we 
love, inftead of I love? Doubtlefs it is the 
fame, though moft improper, and in Speech 
ridiculous, 

§. 3. Our next Reafon is; if it be improper 
or uncivil Speech ( as termed by this vain Age ) 
how comes it, that the Hebrew, Greek, and 
Roman Authors, ufed in Schools and Univer- 
fities, have no other? Why fhould they not 
be a Rule in that, as well as ether Things? 
And why, I pray, then are we fo ridiculous 
for being thus far Grammatical? Is it reafon- 
able that Children fhould be whipt at School 
for putting You for Thou, having made 
falfe Latin, and yet that we - be, tho’ not 
Whipt, reproached, and often abufed, when 
we ufe the contrary Propriety of Speech? o 

§. 4. Butin the third Place, it is neither 
Improper nor Uncivil, but much otherwife 5 
hogge itis ufed im all Languges, Speeches, 
and Dialects, and that through all Ages. This 
is very plain: As for Example, it was God’s 
Language when he firft fpake to Adam; viz. 
Hebrew: Alfo it is the Affyrian, Chaldean, 
Grecian, and LatinSpeech.. And now amongft 
the Turks, ‘artars, Mufcovites, Indians, Per- 
fians, Italians, Spaniards, French, Dutch, 
Germans, Polonians, Swedes, “Danes, Irth; 
Scottifh, Welch, as well as Englifh, there is 
a Diftinction preferved ; and the Word Thou, 


19 


pe" o : 


i 


`~ No Cro/s, no Crown. 
isnot loft in the Word which goes for You. 


~ And tho’ fome of the modern Tongues have 


done as we do, yet upon the fame Error. But 
by this *tis plain, that Thou is no upftart, nor 
yet improper; but the only proper Word to 
»be ufed in all Languages toa fingle Perfon ; 
becaufe otherwife all Sentences, Speeches, and 
Difcourfes may be very ambiguous, uncertain, 
and equivocal. Ifa Jury pronounce a Verdict, 
or a Judge a Sentence ( three being at the Bar 
upon three Occafions, very differently culpable ) 
and fhould fay, you are here Guilty, and to 
die, or Innocent and difcharged ; who knows 
who is Guilty cr Innocent May be 
but one, perhaps two; or it may be all 
three. Therefore our Indictments run in the 
fingular Number, as hold up thy Hand: 
Thou art indicted by the Name of, &c. for 
that Thou, not having the fear of God, &c. 
And it holds the fame in all Converifation. Nor 
can this be avoided but by many unnecefiary 
Circumlocutions. And as the preventing of 
duch Length and Obfcurity was doubrlefs the 
firit Reafon for the Diftinction, fo cannot that 
be juftly difufed, ’till the Reafon be firk re- 
moved ; which can never be, whilft Two are 
in the World. 

§. 5. But this is notall: It was firft afcrib- 
ed in Way of Flattery to proud Popes and 
‘Emperors ; imitating the Heathens vain 
Homage to their Gods ;_ thereby afcribing a 
plural Honour to a‘fingle Perfon ; as if one 
Pope had been made up of many Gods, and 
one Emperorof many Men. For which Rea- 
fon, You, only to be ufed to Many, became frit 
dpoken to One, It feems the Word Thou, 

L look’d 
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look’d like too lean and thin a Refpect ; and 
therefore, fome Bigger than they fhould be, 
would have a Stile fuitable to their own Ambi- 
tion: A Ground we cannot build our Practice 
on ; for what begun itonly loves it ftill. But 
fuppofing You to be proper to a Prince, it 
will not follow it is to a common Perfon. For 
his Ediét runs, We Will and Require, becaufe 
perhaps in Conjunction with his Council ; and 
therefore You to a private Perfon, is an Abufe 


ofthe Word. But as Pride firft gave it Birth, 


fo hath She only promoted it. * Monfieur, 
Sir, and Madam, were, Originally, Names 
given to none but the King, his Brother, and 
their Wives, both in France and England ; 
yet now the Plowman in France is call’d Mon- 
fieur, and his Wife, Madam: And Men of 
ordinary Trades in England, Sir, and their 
Wives, Dame ; (which is the legal Title of a 
Lady ), or elfe Miftrefs, which is the fame 
with Madam in French. So prevalent hath 
Pride and Flattery been inall Ages, the one 
to give, and the other to receive Refpect, as 
they Term it. 

§. 6. But fome will tell us, Cuftom fhould 
rule us; and that is againft us. But it is eafily 
anfwered, and more truly; that though in 
Things reafonable or indifferent, Cuftom is 
obliging or harmlefs, yet in Things unreafon- 
able or unlawful She has no Authority. For 
Cuftom can no more change Numbers than 
Genders, nor yoke One and You together, 
than make a Man into a Woman; or One a 
Thoufand. But if Cuftom be to conclude us, 

"tis 


* Howel’s hiftory of France. 


No Cros, no Crown. 


‘sis forus: For as Cuftom is nothing elfe but 
ancient Ufage, I appeal to the Practice of 
Mankind, from the beginning of the World, 
through all Nations, againft the Novelty of 
this Confufion, viz. You to one Perfon. Let 
Cuftom, which is ancient Practice and Fact, 
ifue this Queftion. Miftake me not: I know 
Words are nothing, but as Men give them a 
Value or Force by Ufe: But then, if you 
will difcharge Thou, and that You muft fuc- 
ceed in its Place, let us have a diftinguifhing 
Word in the room of You, to be ufedin Speech 
to Many. But to ufe the fame Word for 
One and Many, when there are Two, and 
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that only to pleafe a proud and haughty Hu- 


mour in Man, is not Reafonable in our 
Senfe ; which, we hope, is Chriftian, tho’ not 
Modith. 

§. 7. But if Thou to a fingle Perfon be 
improper or uncivil, God himfelf, all the holy 
Fathers and Prophets, Chrift Jefas and his 
Apoftles, the primitive Saints, all Languages 
throughout the World, and our own Law- 
Proceedings are Guilty ; which, with Submit 
fion, were great Prefumption to imagine. Be- 
fides, we all know, it is familiar with the moft 
of Authors, to Preface their Difcourfes to the 
Reader in the fame Language of Thee and 
Thou: As Reader: Thou art defired, &c. Or 
Reader, This is writ to inform .Thee of the 
Occafion, &c. And it cannot be denied that 
the moft famous Poems, dedicated to Love cr 
Mayjefty, are writ in this Stile. Read of each 
in Chaucer, Spencer, Waller, Cowley, Dry- 
den, &c. Why then fhould it be fo homely, 

L, 2 ill-bred, 
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ill-bred, and infufferable in us? This, I con- 
ceive, can never be an{wered. 

§. 8. I doubt not at all, but that fomething 
altogether as Singular, attended the Speech of 
Chrift and his Difciples: For I remember it 
was urged upon Peter in the High-Prieft’s 
Palace, as a Proof of his belonging to Jefus, 
Mat. 26, When he dented his Lord: Surely ( faid they ) 
71:73: 74: thou alfo art one of them, for thy Speech be- 
wrayeth thee. ‘They had ouei’ d by his Looks, 
but juft before that he had been with Jefus; but 
when they difcourfed him his Languag# put 
them all outof Doubt: Surely then he was one 
of them, and he had been with Jefus. Some- 
thing it was he had Jearn’d in his Company, 
that was Odd and Obfervable; to be fure, 
not of the World’s Behaviour. Without 
Queftion, the Garb, Gate and Speech of -his 
Followers differed, as well as his Doétrine, 
from the World; for it was a Part of his 
Doétrine it fhould be fo. It is eafy to believe, 
they were more Plain, Grave and Precife ; 
which is more Credible, from the Way which 
poor, confident, fearful Peter took, to dif- 
guife the Bufinefs ; for he fell to curfing and 
fwearing. A fad Shift ! But he thought "That 
the likelieft Way to remove the Sufpicion, 
that was moft unlike Chrift. And the Policy 
took ; for it filenced their Objections; and 
Petér was as Orthodox as they. But tho’ they 
found him not out, the Cock’s-Crow did; 
which made Peter remember his dear fuffering 
Lord’s Words, and He went forth and wept 
bitterly ; that he had denied his Mafter, who 

was then delivered up to dye for him. 
§. 9. But our laft Reafon is of moft W ag 
with 
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with me; and becaufe, 2irgumentum ad Ho- 
minem, itis moft heavy upon our Defpifers, 
which is this :. It fhould not therefore be urged 
upon us, becaufe it is a moft extravagant Piece 
of Pride ina mortal Man, to require or expect, 
from his Fellow-Creature, a more civil Speech, 
or grateful Language, than he is wont to give 
to the immortal God, and his Creator, in all his 
Worfhip to him. Art thou, O Man, greater 
than He that made thee? Canft thou approach 
the God of thy Breath, and great Judge of 
thy Life with Thou and Thee, and when thou 
rifeft off thy Knees, fcorn a Chriftian for giv- 
ang to thee ( poor Mufhroom of the Earth ) 
no better Language than thou haft given to 
God but juft before? An Arrogancy.not to be 
eafily equall’d! But again, it is either too much 
or too little Refpect ; if too much, don’t re- 
proach andbe angry, but gravely and humbly 
refufe it; if too little, why doft thou fhow to 
God no more? O whither is Man gone? To 
what a Pitch does he foar? He would be ufed 
more civilly by us, than he ufes God; which 
iS to have usmake more than a God of him: 
But he fhall want Worfhipers of us, as well 
as he wants the Divinity in himfelf that deferves 
to be worfhiped. Certain we are, that the 
Spirit of God feeks not thefe Refpects, much 
leis pleads for them, or would be wroth with 
any that Confcientioully refufe to give them. 
But that this vain Generation is guilty of ufing 
them, to gratify a vain Mind, is too palpable. 
What capping, what cringing, what {crap- 
ing, what vain unmeant Words, moft hyper- 
bolical Expreffions, Complements, grofs Flat 
teries,” and plain Lies, under the ‘Name of 
L3 Civilities, 
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Civilities, are Men and Women guilty of in 
Converfation! Ah, my Friends! Whence 
fetch you thefe Examples? What part of all 
the Writings of the holy Men of God warrants 
thefe T'hings? But to come near to your own 
Profefion: Js Chrift your Example ; herein, 
whofe Name yóu pretend to bear? Or thofe 
Saints of old, that lived in defolate Places, of 
whom the World was not worthy? Or do you 
think, you follow the Praétice of thofe Chrif- 
tians, that in Obedience to their Matfter’s Life 
and Doétrine, forfook the Refpect of Perfons, 
and relinquithed the Fafhions, Honour and 
Glory of this tranfitory World: Whofe Qua- 
lifications lay not in external Geftures, Re- 
{pects and Complements, but in a meek and 
quiet Spirit, adorned with Temperance, Virtue, 
Modefty, Gravity, Patience, and Brotherly- 
Kindnefs, which were the Tokens of true Hon- 
our, and only Badges of Refpect and Nobility 
in thofe chriftian Times? Ono! But is it not 
to expofe our felves beth to your Contempt 
and Fury, that we imitate them and not you? 
And tell us, pray, are not Romances, Plays, 
Mafks, Gaming, Fidlers, &c. the Entertain- 
ments that moft delight you? Had you the 
Spirit of Chriftianity indeed, could you con- 
fume your moft precious little Time in fo many 
unneceffary Vifits, Games, and Paftimes; in 
your vain Complements, Courtfhips, feigned 
Stories, Flatteries, and fruitlefs Novelties, and 
what not? Invented and ufed to your Diver- 
fion, to make you eafy in your forgetfulnefs of 
God: Which never was the chriftian Way of 
Living, but Entertainment of the Heathens 


that knew not God. Oh, were you’ truly 
touch’d 
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touch’d with the Senfe of your Sins, and in any 
Meafure born again; did you take up the Crofs 
of Jefus, and live under it, thefe Things 
(Which fo much pleafe your wanton and fen- 
fual Nature ) would find no Place with you! 
This is not eking the Things that are above, Col.3, :. 
to have the Heart thus fet on Things that are 
below; nor working out your own Salvation 
with Fear and Trembling, to {pend your Days 
in Vanity. Thisis not crying with Elihu, J 
know not to give flattering Titles to Men, forin’ 
fo doing my Maker would foon take me away: 
This is not to deny Self, and lay up a more 
hidden and enduring Subftance, an eternal In- 
heritance in the Heavens, that will not pafs 
away. Well, my Friends, whatever you think, 
your Plea of Cuftom wil] find no Place at God’s 
Tribunal: The Light of Chrift in your own 
Hearts will over-rule i it, and this Spirit, againft 
which we teftity, fhall then appear to be “what 
we fay it is. Say not, [am ferious about flight 
Things: But beware you of Levity and Rath- 
nefs in ferious Things. 
y] dò: Before I clofe, I fhall add a few Tefti- 
ies from Men of general Credit, in favour 
of euler -Conformity to the World jn this 
particular, 
LuTuenr, the greatRefarmer (whofes Sayings 
were Oracles with the Age he lived in, and of 2°¢,°** 
no lefs Reputation now, ‘with many that object fereral , 
again{t us ) was fo fae from condemning oyr 
plain Speech, that in his Ludus, he fports him- 
felf with You toa fingle Perfon, as an incon- 
gruous and ridiculous Speech, viz. Magifter 
vos efis iratus 2 Matter, re you Angry? As 
apfurd with him in Rader: » $ any Matters, 
L 4. art 
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art thou Angry ? is in Englith.* Erasmus, a 
Iearned Man, and an exact Critick in Speech, 
(than whom, I-know not any we may fo pro- 
perly refer the Grammar of the Matter to) 
not only derides it, but beftows a whole Dif- 
courfe upon rendering it abfurd: Plainly 
manifeftirg, that it is impoffible to preferve 
Numbers, if You, the only Word for more 
than one, be ufed to exprefs one: As alfo, 
that the Original of this Corruption, was the 
Corruption of Flattery. Lipsius affirms of the 
ancient Romans, ‘* That the Manner of Greet- 
“ ing now in Vogue, was not in ufe amongft 
“ them.” To conclude: Howe tt, imhis Hii- 
{tory of France, gives us an ingenious Account 
of its Original: Where he not only affures us, 
“« That anciently the Peafants thou’d their 
“ Kings, but that Pride and Flattery firft put 
«< Inferiors upon paying a plural Refpedct to 
‘ the fingle Perfon of every Superior, and 
«< Superiors upon receiving it.” And though 
we had not the Practice of God and Man fo 
undeniably to juftify our plain and homely 
Speech, yet, fince we are perfwaded that its 
Original was from Pride and Flattery, we can- 
not in Confcience ufe it. And however we 
may be cenfured as Singular, by thofe loofe 
and airy Minds, that cove! the continual 
love of earthly Pleafures, “confider not the true 
Rife and Tendency of Words and Things, yet, 
to us, whom God has conviteed,~by his Light 
and Spirit in our Hearts, of the Folly and Evil 
of fueh Courfes, and brought into a fpiritual 
difcerning of the Nature and Ground of the 
Warld’s Fafhions, they appear to be Fruits of 
Pride and Flattery, and we dare not continue 
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in fuch vain Compliances to earthly Minds, left 

we offend God, and burden our own Confeci- 

ences. But having been fincerely afrect- 

ed with the Reproots of Inflruction, and our 

Hearts being brought into a watchful Subjec- 

tion to the righteous Law of Jelus, {o as to 

bring our Deeds to the L’ ps to fee in whom = 319s 
theyare wrought, ifin God, or not; we can- 

ngt, we dare not conform our felves to the 
Fafhions of the World, that pafs away ; know- 

ing affuredly, that for every idle Word that Men i 12» 
peak, they fhail give an Account in the Day of 
Fudgment. 

11. Wherefore, Reader, whether thou 
arta Night-walking Nicodemus, or a fcofing 
Scribe; one that would vifit the bleffed Meffiah, 

utin the dark Cuftoms of the World, that 
thou mighteft pafs as undifcerned, for fear of 
bearing his reproachful Crofs; or elle a Fa- 
vourer of Haman’s Pride, and counteft thefe 
Teftimonies but a foolifh Singularity; I muft 
fay, divine Love enjcins me to be a Mofienge 
of Truth to thee, anda faithful Witnefs againft 
the Evil of this degenerate World, as in other, 
fo in thefe Things ; in which the Spirit of Va- 
nity and Luff, hath got fo great an Hiead, and- 
lived fo long uncontroul’d, “that i it hath Impu- 
dence enough to term its Darknefs Light, and 
to cal] its evil Off-fpring by the Names “due toa o 
better Nature, the more eafily to deceive Peo- 
ple into the Practice of them. And truly, fo 
very blind and infenfible are moft, of what 
Spirit they are, and ignorant’ of the meek and 
felf-denying Life of holy Jefus, , wkofe Name 
they profefs, that to call each other Rabbi, 
that is Maiter; to bow to Men, ( which I call 
Worfhip ) 
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Worfhip ) and to greet with flattering Titles; 
and co their fellow Creatures Homage: To 
fcorn that Language to themfelves that they 
give to God, andto fpend their Time and 
Kitate to gratify their wanton Minds; ( the 
Cuftoms ot the Gentiles, that knew not God ) 
pafs with them for Civility, good Breeding, 
Decency, Recreation, Accomplifhments, &c. 
O that Man would confider, fince there are but, 
two Spirits, one Good, the other Evil, which 
of them it is that inclines the World to thefe 
Things! And whether it be Nicodemus or 
Mordecai in thee, that doth be-friend thefe’ 
defpifed Chriftians, which makes thee afhamed 
to difown that openly in Converfation with the 
World, which the true Light hath made Va- 
nity and Sin to thee in fecret? Or if thou arta 
Defpifer, tell me, Ipray thee, which doft thou 
think thy Mockery, Angeror Contempt do moft 
refemble, proud Haman, or good Mordecai ? 
My Friend, know, that no Man hath more 
delighted in, or been prodigal of thofe Vanities 
called Civilities, than my felf,; and could I 
have covered my Confcience under the Fafhions 
of the World, truly, I had found a Shelter 
from Showers of Reproach that have fallen 
very often and thick'upon me; but had I, with 
Jofeph, conformed to /Egypt’s Cuftom, Ihad 
finned againft my Cod, and loft my Peace. But 
I would not have thee think it is a meer Thou 
or Title, fimply or nakedly in themfelves, we 
boggle at, or that we would beget, or fet up 
any Form inconfiftent with Sincerity or true 
Civility ? There’s but too much of that: But 
the Efteem and Value the vain Minds of Men 
do put upon them, that ought to be _— 
anes 
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and ftript of their Delights, conftrains us to 
teftify fo fteadily againtt ‘them. And this know 
from the Senfe which God’s holy Spirit hath 
begotten in us, that that which requires thefe 
Cuitoms, and begets Fear to leave them, and 
pleads for them, and is difpleafed, if not ufed 
and paid, is the Spirit of Pride and Flattery in 
the Ground, though Frequency, Ufe, or Ge- 
nerofity, may have abated its Strength in fome: 
And this being difcovered by the Light that 
now fhines from Heaven, in the Hearts of the 
defpifed Chriftians I have Communion with, 
neceffitates them to this Teftimony, and my 
felf, as one of them, and for them, ina Re- 
proof of the Unfaithful, who would walk un- 
difcerned, though convinced to the contrary, 
and for an Allay t to the proud Defpifers, who 
fcorn us as a People guilty of Affectation and 
Singularity. For the eternalGod, who is great 
amongft us, and on his Way in the Earth to 
make his Power known, wll root up every 
Plant that bis Right: Hand bath not planted. 
Wherefore let me befeech thee, Reader, to 
fider the foregoing Reafons, which were 
oftly given me from the Lord, in that Time, 
oe, my Condefcenfion to thefeFafhions would 
have been purchafed at almoft any Rate; but 
the certain Senfe I had of their Contrariety to 
the meek and felf-denying Life of holy Jefus, 
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required of me my Difufe of them, and faithfui ` 


Teftimony againft them. J [peak the Truth in- 


Chrift; I lye not; I would not have brought © 


my felf under Cenfure and Difdain for them, 


could I, with Peate of Confcience, have kept > 


my Belief under a worldly Behaviour. It was 
extream irkfome to me, to decline and expofe 


an 
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my felf: But having an affured and repeated 
Senfe of the original of thefe vain Cuftoms, that 
they rife from Pride, Self-Love, and- Flattery, 
I dared not gratify that Mind in’ my felf or 
others. And for this Reafon it is, that Iam 
earneft with my Readers to be cautious, how 
they reprove us on this Occafion; and do once 
more intreat them, that they would feriou‘ly 
weigh in themfelves, whether it be the Spirit 
of the World, or of the Father, that is fo an- 
gry with our honeft, plain, and harmlefs Thou 
and Thee: That fo every Plant that God, 
our heavenly Father, hath not planted in the 
Sons and Daughters of Men, may be root- 
ed up. 


CHAP. XI 


§.. 1. Pride leads People to an exceffive Value of 
their Perfons. §. 2. It is plain from the 
Racket that is made about Blood and Families: 
Alfo, in the Cafe of Shape and Beauty. §. 3. 
Blood no Nobility, but Virtue. §. 4. Virtue 
no Unfiart: Antiquity, no Nobility without it, 
elfe Age and Blood would bar Virtue im the 


© prefent Age. §. 5. God teaches the true Senfe 


of Nobility, who made of one Blood all Na- 
tions: Theres the original of all Blood. §. 
6. Thefe Men of Blood, out of their Feathers, 
~ look like other Men. §. 7. This is not faid 
to reject, but bumble the Gentleman: The 
Advantages of that Condition above others. 
An Exhortation to recover their loft Oeconomy 
in Families, out of Intereft and Credit. §. 8. 


But the Author bas an higher Motive; the 
Go/pel, 
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Gofpel, and the Excellencies of it, which they 
profess. §. 9. The Pride of Perfons, refpeét- 
ing Shape and Beauty: The Wafbes, Patches, 
‘Paintings, Dreffings, Sc. This Excefs would 
keep the Poor: The Mifchiefs that attend it. 
§. 10. But Pride in the old, and homely, yet 
more hateful: That it isufual. The Madnefs 
of it. Counfelto the Beautiful, to get their 
Souls like their Bodies , and to rhe Homely, to 
fupply the want of that, inthe Adornment of their 
Jafting Part, their Souls, with Holine/s. 
Nothing homely with God but Sin. The Bleffed- 
nefs of thofe that wear Chrif’ s Yoke and Crofs, 
and are crucified to the World. 


$. 1. {D UT Pride ftops not here; fhe ex- 

cites People to an exceffive Value 
and Care of their Perfons: They muft have 
great and punctual Attendance, ftately Furni- 
ture, rich and exact Apparel: All which help 
to make up that Pride of Life, that John tells 


us, is not of the Father, but of the World. A," 


Sin God charged upon the haughty Daughters 
of Zion, Ia. i. and on the proud Prince and 
People of Tyrus, Ezek. xxvii. 28. Read thefe 
Chapters, and meafure this Age by their Sins, 
and what is coming on thefe Nations by their 
Judgments. But at the prefent, I fhall only 
touch upon the firft, viz. The exceffive Value 
People have of their Perfons; leaving the reft 
to be confidered under the laft Head of this 
Difcourfe, “which is Luxury, where they may 
be not improperly placed. 

§. 2. That People are generally Proud cf 
their Perfons, is too vifible ‘and troublefome ; 
efpecially if they have any Pretence either to 

Blood 
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ohn 2, 
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Blood or Beauty: The one has raifed many 
Quarrels among Men; and the other amorig 
Women, and Men too often, for their Sakes, 
and at their Excitements. But to the firft: 
What a Pother has this noble Blood made in 
the World, Antiquity of Name or Family, 
whofe Father or Mother, great Grand-Father, 
or great Grand-Mother, was beft defcended or 
ally’d? What Stock, or what Clan, they 
came of? What Coat of Arms they gave? 
Which had, of Right, the Precedence? But 
methinks, nothing of Man’s Folly has lefs 
Shew of Reafon to palliate it. j 

§. 3. For firt, What Matter is it-of whom 
any one is defcended, that is not of ill Fame ; 
fince ’tis his own Virtue that muft raife, or Vice 
deprefs him? An Anceftor’s Character is no 
Excufe to a Man’s ill Actions, but an Aggra- 
vation of his Degeneracy: And fince Virtue 
comes not by Generation, I neither am the 
better nor the worfe for my Fore-father: To 
be fure, notin God’s Account; nor fhould it 
be in Man’s. No Body would endure Injuries 
the eafier, or reject Favours the more, for 
coming by the Hand of a Man well or ill de- 
fcended. I confefs, it were greater Honour to 
have had no Blots, and with hereditary Eftate 
to have had a lineal Defcent or Worth: But 


‘that was never found, no, not in the moft 


Bleffed of Families upon Earth, I mean Abra- 
hams. To be defcended of Wealth and Ti- 
tles, fills no Man’s Head with Brains} or Heart 
with Truth: Thofe Qualities come from an 
higher Caufe. ’Tis Vanity then, and moft con- 
demnable Pride, fora Man of Bulk and Cha- 
racter, to defpife another of Jefs Size m the 

World, 
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World, and of meaner Alliance for want of 
them; becaufe the latter may have the Merit, 
where the former has only the Effects of it in 
an Anceftor:. And though the one be Great, 
by Means of a Fore-father ; the other is fo too, 
but ’tis by his own: Then, pray, which is the 
braveft Man of the two? 

§. 4. O, fays the Perfon proud of Blood, it 
was never a good World, fince we have had 
fo many upftart Gentlemen! But what fhould 
others have faid of that Man’s Anceftor, when 
he ftarted firft up into the Knowledge of the 
World? For he, and all Men and Families, 
ay, and all States and Kingdoms too, have 
had their Upftarts, that is, their Beginnings. 
This is like being the true Church, becaufe 
Old, not becaufe Good; for Families to be 
Noble, by being Old, and not by being Vir- 
tuous. No fuch Matter: It muft be Age in 
Virtue, or elfe Virtue before Age; for other- 
wife a Man fhould be Noble by the Means of 
his Predeceffor, and yet the Predeceffor lefs 
Noble than He, becaufe he was the Acquirer : 
Which is a Paradox that will puzzle all their 
Heraldry to explain. Strange! that they 


fhould be more Noble than their Anceftor, thar, 
got their Nobility for them! But if this be. 
abiurd, as itis, then the Upftart is the Noble- - 


man; the Man that gor it by his Virtue: 
And thofe are only entitled to his Honour, 
that are Imitators of his Virtue ; the reft may 
bear his Name from his Blood, but that is all. 
kf Virtue then give Nobility, which Heathens 
themfelves agree, then Families are no longer 
truly Noble, than they are Virtuous. And if 
Virtue go not by Blood, but by the Qualifica- 


tlons 
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tions of the Defcendants, it follows, Blood is 
excluded: Elfe Blood would bar Virtue ; 
and no Man that wanted the one, fhould be 
allowed the Benefit of the other: Which 
were to ftint and bound Nobility for want of 
Antiquity, and make Virtue ufelefs. 

No, let the Blcod and Name go together ; 
but pray let Nobility and Virtue keep Compa- 
ny, for they are neareft of Kin. °*Tuis thus 
pofited by God himfelf, that beft knows how 
to apportion Things with an equal and juft 
Fiand. He'neither likes nor difikes by De- 
cent ; nor does he regard what People were, 
but are. He remembers not the Righteouf- 

Ezek. 18. nefs of any Man that leaves his Righteoufnefs ; 
much lefs any unrighteous Man for the Righ- 
teoufnefs of his Anceftor. l 

§. 5. But if thefe Men of Blood pleafe to 
think themfelves concerned to believe and re- 
verence God in his holy Scriptures, they may 

te, d learn, That in the Beginning, He made of 

26. | one Blood, all Nations of Men, to dwell upon all 
the Face of the Earth ; and, that we all de- 
fcended of one Father and Mother. A more 
certain Original than the beft of us can affign. 
From ‘thence go down to Noah, who was the 
fecond Planter cf human Race, and we are 
upon fome Certainty for our Fore-fathers. 
What Violence has rap’d, or Virtue merited 
fince, and how far we that are alive are con- 
cerned in either, will be hard forus to detet- 
mine but a very few Ages off us, ~ 

§. 6. But, methinks, it fliould fuffice to 

- fay, our own Eyes fee that Man of Blood, 
out of their Geer and Trappirgs, without their 
Feathers and Finery, have no more Marks of 

Honour 
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Honour by Nature ftamp’d upon them, than 
their inferior Neighbours. Nay, themfelves 
being Judges, they will frankly tellus, they 
feel all thofe Paffions in their Blood, that make 
them like other Men, if not farther from the 
Virtue that truly dignifies. The lamentable 
Ignorance and Debauchery that now rages a- 
mong too many of our greater Sort of Folks, 
is too clear and cafting an Evidence in the 
Point: And pray tell me, Of what Blood are 
they come ? ) 
§. 7. Howbeit, when I have faid all this, 
I intend not, by debafing one falfe Quality, 
to make Infolent another that is not True. I 
would not be thought to fet the Churl upon 
the prefent Gentleman’s Shoulder; by no 
Means: His Rudenefs will not mend the 
Matter, But what I have writ, is to give Aim 
to all, where true Nobility dwells, that every 
One may arrive atit by the Ways of Virtue 
and Goodnefs. But for all this, I muft allow 
a great Advantage to the Gentleman, and 
therefore prefer his Station, juft as the Apoftle 
Paul, who, after he had humbled the Jews, 
that infulted upon the Chriftians with their 
Law and Rites, gave them the Advantage 
upon all other Nations in Statutes and Judg- 
ments. I muft grant, that the Conditicn of 
our great Men is much to be preferr’d to the 
Ranks of inferior People. For, Firft, They 
have more Power to do Good: And, if their 
Hearts be equal to their Ability, they -are 
Bleffings to the People of any Country. Se- 
condly, the Eyes of the  Pecple are utually di- 
rected to them ; and if they will be Kind, Juft, 
and Helpful; they fhall have theig Affections 
M l and 
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and Services. ‘Thirdly, ‘They are not under 
equal Straits with the inferior Sort ; and confe- 
quently they have more Help, Leifure, and 
Occafion, to polifh their Paffions and Tem- 
pers with Books and Converfation. Fourthly, 
They have more Time to obferve the Actions 
of other Nations; to travel and veiw the 
Laws, Cuftoms and Interefts of other Coun- 
tries, and bring Home whatfocver is Worthy 
or Imitable. And fo an eafier Way is open 
for great Men to get Honour; and fuch as 
love true Reputation, will embrace the beft 
Means to it. But becaufe it too often hap- 


pens, that great Men do little mind to give. 


God the Glory of their Profperity, and to live 
anf{werable to his Mercies ; but on the contrary, 
live without God in the World, fulfiling the 
Lufts thereof, his Hand is often feen, either in 
impoverifhing or extinguifhing them, and rai- 
fing up Men of more Virtue and Humility to 
their Eftates and Dignity. However, I muft 
allow, that among People of this Rank, there 


have been fome of them of more than ordinary 


Virtue, whofe Examples have given Light to 
their Families. And it has been fomething 
Natural for fome of their Defcendants, to en- 
deavour to keep up the Credit of their Houfes, 
in proportion to the Merit of their Founder. 
And to fay true, if there be any Advantage in 
fuch Defcent, tis not from Blood, but Educa- 
tion: For Blood has no Intelligence in it, and 
is often Spurious and Uncertain ; but Educa- 
tion has a mighty Influence, and ftrong Byafs 
upon the Affections and Actions of Men. In 
this, the ancient Nobles and Gentry of this 
Kingdom did excel: And it were much to be 

with’d 
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with’d, that our great People would fet about 
to recover the ancient Oeconomy of their Hou- 
fes, the ftrict and virtuous Difcipline of their 
Anceftors, when Men were honoured for their 
Atchievements, and when nothing more ex- 
pofed a Man to Shame, then his being born 
to a Nobility that he had not a Virtue to fup- 
rt. 
ar 8. O but I have an higher Motive! The 
glorious Gofpel of Jefus Chrift, which having 
taught this Northern Ile, and all Ranks pro- 
fefling to believe in it, let me prevail upon 
you, to feek the Honour that it has brought 
from Heaven, to all the true Difciples of it, 
who are indeed the Followers of God’s Lamb, 
that takes away the Sins of the World. Receive John 1,29 
with Meeknefs his gracious Word into your ' 
Hearts, that fubdues the World’s Lufts, and 
leads in the holy Way to Bleffednefs. Here 
are Charms no carnal Eye hath feen, nor Ear 
heard, nor Heart perceived, but they are reveal- 
ed to fuch humble Converts by his Spirit. Re- 
member you are but Creatures, and that you 
muft die, and after all be judged. 
- §. 9. But perfonal Pride ends not in Nobi- _ 
lity of Blood ; it leads Folks toa fond Value == -= 
of their Perfons, be they Noble or Ignoble; - 
efpecially if they have any pretence to Shape 
or Beauty. It isadmirable to fee, how much 
itis poffible for fome to be taken with them- 
felves, as if nothing elfe deferved their Regard, 
or the good Opinion of others. It would a- 
bate their Folly, if they could find in their . 
Hearts to fpare but half the Time to think of . 
God, and their latter End, which they moft 
“prodigally fpend in washing, perfuming, 
M 2 painting, 
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painting, patching, attiring and dreffing. 
In thefe Things they are Precife, and very 
Artificial; and for Coft they fpare not. But 
that which aggravates the Evil is, the Pride of 
one, might comfortably fupply the Need of 
Ten. Grofs Impiecty that it is, that a Nation’s 
Pride fhou!d not be fpared to a Nation’s Poor! 
But what is this for at laft? Only to be Admir- 
ed, to have Reverence, draw Love, and com- 
mahd the Eyes and Affections of Beholders. 
And fo Fantaftick are they in it, as hardly to 
be pleafed too. Nothing is geod, or fine, or 
fafhionable enough for them: The Sun it felf, 
the Bleffing of Heaven, and Comfort of the 
Earth, muit not fhine upon them, left it Tan 
them; nor the Wind Blow, for far it fhould 
diforder them. O impious Nicety! Yet while 
they-value themfelves above all elfe, they make 
themfelves the Vaffals of their own Pride ; 
worfhiping their Shape, Feature, and Com- 
plexion, which foéver is their Excellency. The 
End of all which is but too often to excite un- 
lawful Love, which I call Luft, and draw one 
another into as miferable as evil Circumitances : 
In fingle Perfons it is of ill Confequence; for 
if it does not awaken unchaft Defires, it lays 


‘no Foundation for folid and lafting Union: 
. Want of which, helps to make fo many un--. 


happy Marriages in the World: But in mar- 
ried People, the Sin is aggravated; for they 
have none of Right to pleafe, but one another , 
and to affect the Gaiety and Vanity of Youth, 
is an ill Sign of loving and living well at Home: 
Jt looks rather like Dreffing for a Market. It 
has fad Effects in Families; Difcontent, Part- 
ings, Duels, Poifcnings, and other infamous 

| Murders. 
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Murders. No Age can better tell us the fad 
Effeéts of this oir of Pride, than this we kve 
in; as, how exceflive Wanton, fo how fatal it 
has been’ to the Sobriety, Virtue, Peace and 
Health of Families in this Kingdon. 

§. 10. But I muft needs fay, that of ail 
Creatures, this Sort of Pride does leaft become 
the Old and Homely, if Imay call the I]l-favour- 
ed and Deformed fo; for the Old are proud 
only of what they had, which fkews to their 
Reproach, their Pride has out-liv’d their Beau 
ty, and, when they fhould bea repenting, 
they are making Work for Repentance. But 
the Homely are yet worfe, they are proud of 
what they never had, nor ever can have. Nay, 
their Perfons feem as if they were given fora 
perpetual Humiliation to their Minds; ard te 
be proud of them, is loving Pride for Pride's 
Sake, and to be proud without a Temptation 
to be proud. And yet in my whole "Life I 
have obferv’d nothing more doting on it felf: 

A ftrange Infatuation and Inchantment of Pride! 
What! Net fee right with their Eyes, becaufe 
of the Partiality ol their Minds? This Self- 
Love is blind indeed. But to add Expence to 
the Vanity, and to be Coftly upon that which . 
can’t be mended, one would think they fhould- 
be down-right Mad ; efpecially if f they confider 
that they look the Homelier for the Things 
that are theught Handfome, and do but there- 
by draw heir Deformity more into Netice; by 
that which does fo little become them. 

But in fuch Perfons Follies we have a Speci- 
men of Man; what a Creature he is in his 
Lapfe trom his primitive Image. Jli this (as Mats, 
Jetus iaid of Sin of old) comes from within 02 
| MM 3 i that 
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that is, the dif-rezard Man and Woman have to 
Pint. go, the Word of their Creator in their Hearts, which 
14. fhews Pride, and teaches Humility, and Self- 
abafement, and direéts the Mind to the true 
Rom. 10, objet? of Honour and Worfip , and that with an 
i Awe and Reverence fuitable to his Soveraignty 
and Majefty. Poor Mortals! But living Dirt; 
made of what they treadon; who, with all 
their Pride, cannot fecure themfelves from the 
Spoil of Sicknefs, much lefs from the Stroke of 
Death. O! Did People confider the Incon- 
ftancy of all vifible Things, the crofs and ad- 
verfe Occurrences of Man’s Life, the Certainty 
of his Departure, and eternal Judgment, *tis 
to be hoped, they would bring their Deeds to 
Chrift’s Light in their Hearts, and they would 
fee if they were wrought in God or no, as the 
beloved Difciple tells us from his dear Mafter’s 
Mouth. Art thou Shapely, Comely, Beautiful ; 
John 3, the exact Draught of an human Creature? 
20, 31. Admire that Power that made thee fo. Live 
an harmonious Life to the curious Make and 
Frame of thy Creation ; and let the Beauty of 
thy Body, teach thee tobeautify thy Mind with 
Holinefs, the Ornament of the beloved of God. 
Art thou Homely or Deformed? Magnify 
that Goodnefs which did not make thee a Beatt ; 
and with the Grace that is given unto thee, 
( for it has appeared unto All) learn to adorn 
thy Scul with enduring Beauty. Remember, 
the King of Meaven’s Daughter, ‘the Church, 
( of which true Chriftians are Members ) is all 
glorious within: And if thy Soul excel, thy 
Bo dy will only fet off the Luftre of thy 1 Mind. 
Nothing is Homely in God’s Sight but-Sin ; 
and that Man and Woman, that Commune with 
their 
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their own Hearts, and fin not; who in the 
Light of holy Jefus, watch over the Movings 
and Inclinations of their own Souls, and thar 
fupprefs every Evil in its Conception, they love 
the Yoke and Crofs of Chrift, and are daily by 
it crucified to the World, but live to God in 
that Life which out-lives the fading Satisfacti- 


ons of it, 


2. Re GH. A Pu. XIL 


§. 1. The Charaéter of a proud Man: A Glut- 
ton upon bimfelf. Is proud of his Pedigree. 
§. 2. He is Infolent and Quarrelfome, but 
Cowardly, yet Cruel. §. 3. An ill Child, 
Subject and Servant. §. 4. Unhofpitable, 
§. 5. No Friend to any. §. 6. Dangerous 
and Mifchievous in Power. §. 7. Of all 
Things Pride bad in Minifiers. §. 8. They 

_ claim Prerogative above others. §. 9. And 
call themfelves the Clergy: Their Lordlinefs 
and Avarice. §. 10. Death fwallows all, 

$. 11. The Way to efcape thefe Evils. 


ja T, O conclude this great Head of 


Prive, let us briefly fee upon the. 


whole Matter, what is the Character of a proud 


Man in himfelf, and in divers Relations and 


Capacities. A proud Man then is a kind of 
Glutton upom himfelf ; for he is never fatisfied 
with loving and admiring himfelf; whilft 
nothing elfe, with him, is worthy either of 
Love or Care: If good enough to be the Ser- 
vant of his Will, *tis as much as he can find in 
his Heart toallow: Asif he had been only 

M 4 made 
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made for himfelf, or rather that he had made 
himfelf. For as he defpifes Man, becaufe he 
cannot abide an Equal, fo he does 

God, becaufe he would not havea Superior : 
He cannot bear to owe his Being to another, 
left he fhould thereby acknowledge one above 
himfelf. He is one that is mighty big with 
the Honour of his Anceftors, but not of the 
Virtue that brought them to it; much lefs will 
he trouble himfelf to imitate them. He can 
teli you of his Pedigree, his Antiquity, what 
Eftate, what Matches; but forgets that they 
are gone, and that he muft die too. 

§. 2. But how troublefome a Companion is 
proud Man! Ewer pofitive and controuling ; 
and if you yieldnot, Infolent and Quarrelfome: 
Yet at the upfhot of the Matter, Cowardly : 
But if ftrongeft, Cruel. He has no Bowels of 
Adverfity, as if it were below him to be Senfi- 
ble: He feels no more of other Men’s Miferies, 
than if he was not a Man, or it was a Sin tobe 
Senfible. For nog feeling himfelf interefted, 
he looks no further: He will not difquiet his 
Thoughts with other Men’s Infelicities: It 
fhall content him to believe they are Juft: And 
he had rather churlifhly upbraid them as the 
Caufe, than be ready to commiferate or relieve 
them. So that Compaffion and Charity are 
with him as ufelefs, as Humility and Meeknefs 
are hateful. 

§. 3. A proud Man makes an ill Child, 
Servant and Subjećt: He contemns his Pa- 
rents, Mafter and Prince: He will not be 
fubject. He thinks himfelf too wife, or too 
ald, to be directed; as if it were a flavith 
Thing to obey; and that none were free, that 

| may 
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may not do what they pleafe; which turns 
Duty out of Doors, and degrades Authority. 
On the other hand, if it be an Hufband, or 
Father, or Mafter, there is fcarcely any endur- 
ing. He is fo infufferably Curious and Tefty, 
that ’tis an Affiiction to live with him: For 
hardly can any hand carry it even enough to 
pleafe him. Some Peccadillio about his Cloaths, 
his Diet, his Lodging or Attendance, quite 
diforders him: But efpecially if he fancies any 
want in the State and Refpect he looks for. 
Thus Pride deftroys the Nature of Relations: 
On the one Side, it learns to contemn Duty ; 
and on the other Side, it turns Love into Fear, 
and makes the Wife a Servant, and the Children 
and Servants, Slaves. 

§. 4. But the proud Man makes an ill 
Neighbour too; for he is an Enemy to Hofpi- 
tality: He defpifes to receive Kindnefs, be- 
caufe he would not fhew any, nor be thought 
to need it. Befides, it looks too equal and fa- 
miliar for his haughty Humour. Emulation 
and Detraction are his Element ; for he is jea- 
lous of attributing any Praife to others, where 
Juft, left that fhould cloud and leffen him, to 
whom it never could be due: He is the Man 
that fears, what he fhould wifh, to wit, Thet 
others foould do well. But that is not all; he 
maliciou%y mifcals. their Actsof Virtue, which 
his Corruptions will not let him imitate, that 
they may get no Credit by them. If he wants 
any Occafion of doing Mifchief, he can make 
one; either, they ufe him I!l! or have fome De- 
fign upon him, t’other Day they paid him not 
the Cap and Knee; the Diftance and Refpect 
he thinks his Quality, Parts or Merits do re- 

' quire, 
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quire. A {mall Thing ferves a proud Man to 
pick a Quarrel; of all Crean s the moft 3 
lous, fullen, fpiteful and reveng 

no more forgive an Injury, tha 
one. 

§. 5. Nor is this all ; 
never be a Friend to any Box 
that his Ambition may aways d b 
Honour and Preferment to betray that F € 

ion, he is Unconvcrfable ; he ahpa 

atechis’d and counfel’d, much lefs reprov’d 
or contradicted : No, he is too Covetous of 
himfelt to fpare another Man dawg and 
much too High, Suff, and T : He will- 
not away with thofe Freedor that aurea le 
Friendfhip requires. To fay true, he con- 
temns the Character ; it is too much Familiar 
and Humble for him: His mighty Soul would 
know nothing befides himfelf and Vaffals to: 
{tock the World. . He values other Men as ™ 
we do Cattle, for their Service ¢ only ; and if 
he could, would ufe them fo ; but as it 9 
pens, t the Number and Force are unequal. 
= $- 6. But a proud Manin Rowen is very 
Mifchicvous ; for his Pride is the more dan- 
serous by his Greatnels, fince from Ambition 
in private Men, it becomes Tyranny in them: 
It would reign alone; nay, live fo, rather: 
than have Competitors : Aut Cefar, aut Nul 
Jus. Reafon muft not check it, nor Rules of 
Law limit it; and either it can dono Wrong, 
or °tis Sedition to complain of the Wrong that 
it does. The Men of this Temper would haye 
nothing thought amus they do; at leaft, they 
count it. dangerous to ailow it to be fo, though 
fo it = » for that would imply they hadverr ‘Uy 

which 
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which 1 always Matter of State to deny. 


hey will rather chufe to perifh obftinate- 
han by acknowledging, yield away the 
better judging to Inferiors ; 

e their Prudence to do fo. And 
indeed, tis all Uthe Satisfaction that proud, 
i Men make to the World for the Miferies 
hey often bring upon it, that, firt or laft, 

upon a Dawson, F icy leave their real Intereft 
ollow fome one excefs of Humour, and up 


= 


premer paiar deftroyed by it. This isthe End 


voaa pires proud Men, and the Ruin it 
pon ~ after it has purnifh’d others 


sy 7. But ons all Things, Pride is in- 


ollerable in Men pretending to Religion; and, Jeb. 13. 36. 


of sheen, in Minifters ; for they are Names of 
the greateft Contradiction. I fpeak without 
Refpect, or Anger, to Perfons or Parties ; 
‘for I only touch upon the bad of ail. What 
fhall Pride do with Religion, that rebukes it ? 
Or Ambition with Muinifters, whofe very Of- 
fice is Humility ? And yet there are but too 
iany of them, that, befides an equal Guilt 
with others i in the flethly Pride of the World, 
are even Proud of that Name and Oifice, 
which ought always to mind them of Self. 
denial. Yea, they ufe it as the Beggars do 
the Name of God and Chrift, only to get by 
it: Placing to their own Account the Advan- 
cages of that reverend Profeffion, and thereby 
making their Function but a politick Handle 
to raife themfelves tothe great Preferments of 
the.World. But O then! How can fuch be 
his Minifters, that faid, My Kingdoin is not of 
this World? Who of Mankind, more Selt- 
conceited 
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conceited than thefe Men ? If contradicted, as 
Arrogant and Angry, as if it were their Calling 
to be fo. Counfel one of them, he {corns you ; 
Reprove him, and he is almoft reacy to cx- 
communicate you. J am a Minifter and an 
Elder: Flying thither to fecure himfelf from 
the Reach of juft Cenfure, which indeed ex- 
pofes him but the more to it: And therefore 
his Fault cannot be the lefs, by how much ’tis 
worfe in a Minifter to doill, and fpurn at Re- 
proof, than an ordinary Man. 

§. 3. O but he pleads an Exemption by his 
Office ! What! Shall he breed up Chickens to 
pick out his own Eyes? Be rebuked or in- 
itructed by a Lay -Man, or Parifhioner! A Man 
of lefs Age, Learning, or Ability! No fuch 
Matter: He would have us believe that his 
minifterial Prerogative has placed him out of 
the Reach of popular Impeachment. He is 
not fubjeét to vulgar Judgments. Even 
Queftions about Religion are Schifm: Be- 
lieve as he fays: ‘ ’Tis not for you to 
“ pry fo curioufly into the Myfteries of Re- . 
“ ligion: Never good Day fince Lay-Men 
* medled fo much with the Minifter’s Office.’ 
Not confidering, poor Man, that the contra- 
ry is moft true ; Not many good Days fince Mi- 
nifters medled fo much in Lay-men’s Buf- 
nefs Though perhaps there is little Reafon 
for the Diftinction, befide fpiritual Gifts, and 
the Improvement of them by a diligent Ufe of 
them for the Good of others. 

Such good Sayings as thefe, Be ready to 
teach, anfwer with Meeknefs: Let every 
Man {peak as of the Gift of Ged, that is in 
kim: If any Thing be revealed to him z, 
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fits by, let the frh bold bis Peace ; Be not Lords T 


‘ t. 3. 

- over God's Heritage, but Meek and Lowh ; B — 
wahing the Feet of the People, as Jefus did 
thofe of b:s poor Difciples, are unreafonable 
and antiquated Inftructions with fome Clergy, 
and "tis lictle lefs than Herefy to remember 
them of thefe Things : To be fure, a Mark 
of great Difaffection to the Church in their 

Opinion. For by zhis Time their Pride has 

made them the Church, and the People bur 

the Porch at beft: A Cypher that fignifies 
nothing, unlefs they clap their Figure before 
it: Forgetting that if they were as good as 
they thould be, they could be but Minifters, 
Stewariis and Under-Shepherds ; that is, Ser- 
vants to the Church, Family, Flock and Heri- 
tage of God; and not that they are that 

Church, Family, Flock and Heritage which mat. 20, 

they are only Servants unto. Remember the °°: 

“Words of Chrift, Let bim that would be greai- 

eft be your Servant. 

§. 9. There is but one Place to be found in 
the holy Scripture, where the Word Clerus 
(KAHPO® ) can be properly app'y’d tothe 
Church, and they have got it to themfelves ; 
from whence they call themfelves the Clergy, 
that is, the Inheritance or Heritage of God. 
Whereas Peter exhorts the Minifters of the 
Gofpel, Not to be Lords over God’s Heritage, 
nor to feed them for filthy Lucre. Peter ( belike) 
forefaw Pride and Avarice to be the Minifters 
Temptations; and indeed they have often 
proved their Fall: And to fay true, they 
could hardly fall by worfe. Nor is there any 
Excufe to be made for them in thefe two Re- 
{pects, which is not worle than thew Sin. For 
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if they have not been Lords over God’s Heri- 
tage, it 1s becaufe they have made thhmfelves 
that Heritage, and dif-inherited the People : 
So that now they may be the People’s Lords, 
with a Salvo to good old Peter’s Exhortation. 
And for the other Sin of Avarice, they can 
only avoid it, and {peak Truth, thus, That 
never feeding the Flock, they cannot be faid 
to feed it for Lucre: That is, They get the 
People’s Money for Nothing. An Example 
of whichis given us, by the Complaint of 
God himfelf, from the Practice of the proud, 
covetous, falfe Prophets of old, That the Peo- 
ple gave their Money for that which was not 
Bread, and their Labour for that which did not 
profit them : And why? Becaufe then the Prieft 
had no Vifion ; and too many now defpife ıt. 
§. 10. But alas when all is done, what 
Folly, as well as Irreligion, is there in Pride ? 
It cannotadd one Cubit to any Man’s Stature : 
What Croffes can it hinder? What Difap- 
pointments help, or Harm fruftrate ? It deli- 
vers not from the common Stroke, Sicknefs 
disfigures ; Pain mis-fhapes ; and Death ends 
the proud Man’s Fabrick. Six Foot of cold 
Earth bounds his big Thoughts ; and his Per- 
fon, that was too good forany Place, muft at 
laft lodge within the ftrait Limits of fo little 
and fo dark a Cave: And who thought no- 
thing well enough for him, is quickly the En- 
tertainment. of the loweft of all Animals, even 
Worms themfelves. Thus Pride and Pomp 
come to the common End ; but with this dif- 
ference, lefs Pity fromthe Living, and more 
Pain to the Dying, The proud Man’s An- 
tiquity cannot fecure him from Death, nor his 
Heraldry 
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Heraldry from Judgment. Titles of Honour 
yanifh at this Extremity ; and no Power or 
pea, no Diftance or Refpeét can refcue 
or infure them,’ 4s the Tree falls, it lies, 
and a as + Death leaves Men, Judgment finds 
them. ` 
§. rz. Qy what can prevent this ill Conclu- 
fom, And what can remedy this woful De- 
clenfion from ancient Meeknefs, Humility, 
and Piety, and that godly Life and Power which 
were fo Confpicuous in the Authority of the 
Preachings, and Examples of the living, of 
the Art and pureft Ages of Chriftianity! 
Truly, nothing but an “inward and fincere 
Examination by the Teftimony of the holy 
Light and Spirit of Jefus, of the Condition of 
their Souls and Minds towards Chrift, and a 
better Enquiry into the Matter and Examples 
of holy Record. *T was his Complaint of old, 
That Light was come into the World, but Men John 3. 19, 
loved Darknefs rather than Light, becaufe their 
Deeds were evil. Ifthou wouldit be a Child 
of God, anda Believer in. Chrift, thou muft 
be a Child of Light, O Man! Thou muft 
bring thy Deeds to it, and examine them by 
that holy Lamp in thy Soul, which 1s the Can- 
dle of the Lord, that fhews thee thy Pride 
‘rogancy, and reproves thy Delight in 
the vain Fafhions of this World. Religion i is 
a Denial of Self; yea, of Seif- Religion too. 
It is a firm Tye or Bond upon the Soul.to Ho- 
linefs, whofe End is Happinefs; for by ‘it 
Men come to fee the Lord. Ve Pure ix 
Heart ( fays Jefus ) fee God: He that once 
comes to béar Chrift’s Yoke, is not carried a- 
way by the Devil’s Allurements ; he finds ex- 
celling 
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celling Joys in his Watchfulnefs and Obedi- 
ence. If Men loved the Crofs of Chrift, his 
Precepts and Doétrine, they would crofs their 
own Wills which lead them to break Chrift’s 
holy Will, and lofe their own Souls, in doing 
the Devil’s. Had Adam minded that holy 
Light in Paradife more than the Serpent’s 
Bait, and ftayed his Mind upon his Creator, 
the Rewarder of Fidelity, he had feen the 
Snare of the Enemy, and refifted him. O do 
not delight in that which is forbidden! Look 
not upon it, if thou would{t not be captivated 
by it. Bring not the Guilt of the Sins of Know- 
ledge upon thy Soul. Did Chrift fubmit his 
Will to his Father’s, and for the Foy that was 
fet before him, endure ihe Crofs, and defpife the 
Shame of a new and untrodden Way to Glory ? 
Thou alfo muft fubmit thy Will to Chrift’s ho- 
ly Law and Light in thy Heart, and for the 
Reward he fets before thee, to wit, eternal 
Life, endure his Crofs, and defpife the Shame 
of it. All defire to rejoice with him, but few 
will fuffer with him, or for him. Many are 
the Companions of his Table; not many of 
his Abftinence. The Loaves they follow, but 
the Cup of his Agony they leave. *Tis too 
Bitter: They like not to drink thereof. And 
divers will magnify his Miracles, that are of- 
fended at the Ignominy of his Crofs. But O- 
Man! As he for thy Salvation, fo thou for 
Phil. 2.7. the Love of him muft humble thy felf, and be 
contented to be of no Reputation, that thou 
may’ft follow him, notin a carnal, formal 
Way, of vain Man’s Tradition and Prefcrip- 
tion, but as the Holy Ghoft by the Apoftle 


doth exprefs it, in the new and living Way, 
which 


Heb. 1. 2. 


No Crofs, no Crown. i 177 


which Jefas hath confecrated, that brings all Hcb. 10. 
that walk in it to the deoa Reft of God: e 
Whereinto he himfelfis enter’d, who is the 

holy and only bleffed Redeemer. 


CHAP. XII. 


§. 1. Avarice (the fecond capital Lit ) its 
Definition and Diftin@ion. §. 2. It con- 
Sits ina Defire of unlawful Things. §. 3. 
As in David’s Cafe about Uriah’s Wife.  §. 
4. Alfo Ahab’s about Naboth’s Vineyard. 
§. 5. Next, in unlawful Defires of lawful 

-` Things. §. 6. Covetoufngfs is a Mark cf 
falfe Prophets. §. 7. A Reproach to Reli- 
gion. §. 8. dn Enemy to Government. §. 
g. Treacherous. §. 10. Opprefive. §. 11, 
Judas an Example. §. 12. So Simon Ma- 
gus. §. 13. Lafily, In unprofitable board- 
ing of Money. §. 14. The covetous Man a 
common Evil. §. 15. His Fypocrify. §. 
16, Goldhis God. §. 17. He is [paring to 
Death. §. 18. Is reprov’d by Chrift “and 
bis Followers. §. 19. Ananias and Sap- 
phira’s Sin and Judgment. §. 20. William 
Tindal’s Difcourfe on that Subjeti referr'd 
unto. §. 21. Peter Charron’s Teftimony a- 

+ gainft it. §. 22. Abraham Cowley’s witty 
and foarp Satyr upon it, 


§. 1. BP Am come to the fecond Part of this 
Difcourfe, which is Avarice, or Co- 
vetoufnefs, an epidemical and a raging Dif- 
temper in the World, attended with all the 
Mifchiefs that can make Men miferable in 
themfelves, 


i 
178 


No Crofs, no Crown. 


themfelves, and in Society: So near a-kin to 
the foregoing Evil, Pripe, that they are fel- 
dom apart : Liberality being almoft as hate- 
ful to the Proud, as to the Covetous. I fka} 


fph. 5, 3. define it thus:  Covetoufne/s is the Love of 


J" 
1 Tim. 6, 


9, 10. 


Money or Riches: Which (as the Apoftle 
hath it) 2s the Root of all Evil. It brancheth 
it felf into thefe three Parts, Firft, defring of 
únlawfúl Things. Secondly, Uwlawfully defir- 
ing of lawful Things. And laftly, boarding up, 
or unprofitably with-holding the Benefit of them 
from the Relief of private Perfons, or the Pub- 
lick. I fhail firft deliver the Senfe of Scripture, 
and what Examples are therein afforded againft 
this Impiety: And next, my own Reafons, 
with fome Authorities from Authors of Credit. 
By which it will appear, that the working’ of 
the Love of Riches out of the Hearts of Peo- 
ple, is as much the Bufinefs of the Crofs of 
į Chrift, as the rooting out ofany one Sin that 
* Man is fallen into. 

=. 2. And fitt, of defring or coveting of 
unlavoful Th þings : It 1s exprefly forbidden by 
God himfelf, in the Law he delivered to Mofes 
upon Mount Sinai, for a Rule to his People, 
the Jews, to walk by: Thou fhalt not covet 
(faithGod) thy Neighbours Houfe: Thou fhalt 


Exod. 20. not covet thy Neighbour’s Wife, nor bis Man- 


Servant, nor bis Maid-Servant, nor bis Ox, 
nor bis Afs, nor any Thing that is thy Neigh- 
bour’s. This God confirmed by Thunderings 
and Lightnings, and other fenfible Solemnities, 
to ftrike the People with more Awe in»receiv- 
ing and keeping of it, and to make the Breach 
of thefe moral Precepts more terrible to them. 
Micah complains full-mouth’d in his Time, 

They 


ka 
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They covet Fields, and take them by Viclence , 
but their End was Mifery. Therefore was_ it 
faid of old, Wo to them that covet an evil Cot 
vetoufnefs: This isto our Point. We have 
many remarkable Inftances of this in Scripture ; 
two of which I will briefiy report. 

§. 3. Davids though etherwife a good Man, 
by unwatchfulnefs is taken; the Beauty of 
Uriah’s Wife was too hard for him, being dif- 
arm’d, andofffrom his fpiritual Watch. There 
was no Diffwafive would do: Uriah muft be, 
put upon a defperate Service, where it was 
great odds if he iurvived it. This was to haft- 
en the unlawful Satisfaction of his Defires by a 
Way that look’d not like direct Murder. The 
Contrivance took; Uriah is kild, and his 
Wife is quickly David’s. This interpreted 
David’s Covetoufnefs. But went it off fo? 
No, David had fharp Sauce with his Meat. 


His Pleafure foon turn’d to anguijh and bitter- -$ 55. 
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nefs of Spirit: His Soul was overwhelm d with pe. 42.7. 
Sorrow: Ihe Waves went over his Head: A 69. 2, 
He was confumed within him: He was fuck PE 6, 6; 


im the Mire and Clay; he cryed, be wept; T 


yea, bis Eyes were as a Fountain of Tears. 
‘Guiltine efs was upon bim, and he muf be 
purged; bis Sins wafh’ d white as „Snow, 
that were as red as Crimfon, or be is un- 
done for ever. His Repentance prevail’d : 
Behold, what'work this part of Covetoufnefs 
makes! What Evil, what Sorrow! O that the 


'People of this Covetoufnefs would Jet the Senfe 


of David’s Sorrow fin! deep into their Souls, 
that they might come to David’s Salvation ! 


L Reftore me, faith that good Man: k feems 


he once kanf a better State: Yes, and this 
N 2 may 
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may teach the better Sort to fear, and ftand in 
awe too, left they fin, and fall. For David 
was taken at a Difadvantage: He was off his 
Watch, and gone from the Crofs: The Law 
was not his Lamp and Light, at that Inftant: 
He was aWanderer from his Safety, his ftrong 
Tower, and fo furprized: Then and there 
it was the Enemy met him, and vanquifh’d 
him. 
§. 4. The fecond Inftance is that of Naboth’s 
3 Kings21. Vineyard: It was coveted by Ahab and Jeze- 
bel: That, which led them to fuch an unlaw- 
ful Defire, found Means to accomplifh it. 
Naboth.mutt die, for he would not fellit. To 
do it, they accufe the innocent Man of Blaf- 
phemy, and find two Knights of the Poft, 
Sons of Belial, to evidence again{ft him. Thus, 
in the Name of God, and in fhew of pure Zeal 
to his Glory, Naboth muft die, and accord- 
ingly was ftoned to Death. The News of 
which coming to Jezebel, fhe bid Abad arife 
and take Poffelion, for Naboth was dead: But 
God followed both of them with his fierce 
Vengeance. In the Place where the Dogs licked 
the Blood of Naboth (faith Elijah in the Name 
of the Lord ) jfhall Dogs lick thy Blood; even 
thine; and I will bring evil upon thee, and take 
away thy Pofrerity: And of Jezebel ( his Wife 
and Partner in this Covetoufnefs and Murder) 
he adds, the Dogs fball eat ber Flefh by the 
Walls of Jezreel Here is the Infamy and 
Punifhmentdue to this Part of Covetoufneds. 
Let thisdeter thofe that defire unlawful Things; 
the Rights of others: For God, that is juft, 
will certainly repay fuch with Intereft in the 
End. But perhaps thefe are few; either that 
they 
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they don’t or dare not fhew it, becaufe the Law 
will bite if they do. But the next Part hath 
company enough, that will yet exclaim againft 
the Iniquity of this Part of Covetoufnefs; and 
by their feeming Abhorrence of it, would ex- 
cufe themfelves of all guilt in the reft: Let us 
confider that. 

§. 5. Thenext, and moft common Part of 
Covetoufnefs is, The unlawful Defire of lawful 
Things ; efpecially of Riches. Money is lawful, 
but the love of it is the Root of all Evil, if the 
Man of God fay true. So Riches are lawful, 
but they that purfue them, fall into divers 
Temptations, Snares and Lufts; if the fame 
good Man fay right. He calls them uncertain, 
to fhew their Folly and Danger that fet their 
Hearts upon them. Covetoufnefs is hateful to 
God: He hath denounced great Judgments 
upon thofe that are guilty of it. God charged 
it on Ifrael of old, as one of the Reafons of his 
Judgments; for the Iniquity of bis Covetoufnefs 
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( faith God ) was I wroth, and fmote him. In 1f. 57, 17. 


another Place, Every one is given to Covetouf- 
nefs, and from the Prophet to the Prieft, every 
one dealeth falfly, therefore will I give their 
Wives unto others, and their Fields to them that 
foall inherit them. In another Place God com- 


Jer. 6, 13 


plained thus: But thine Eyes and thy Heart are CP: $3,10, 


not but for thy Covetoufnefs. By Ezekiel God 
renews and repeats his Complaint againft their 
Covetouinefs: And they come to thee as the Peo- 


22, 1% 


ple, and fit before thee as my People: They bear Ezek. 33, 


thy Words, but will not do them} with their 
Mouths they fhew much Love, but their Hearts 
go after Covetoufne/s. ‘Therefore God, in the 
Choice of Magiftrates, made it part of their 


N 3 Quali- 
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i Qualification to hate Covetoufnefs; forefeeing 
the Mifchief that would follow to that Society 
or Government were covetous Men were in 
Power; that Self would biafs them, and they 
would feek their own Ends at the coft of the 
Publick. David defired, That bis Heart might 
zot incline to Covetoufpefs, but to the Teftimo- 
nies of his God. And the wife Man exprefly 
Prov. 28, tells us, that be that bateth Covetoufnefs, fhall 
` prolong his Days, making a Curfe to follow it. 
Luke 16, And itis by Luke charged upon the Pharifees 
14 asa Mark of their Wickednefs. And Chrift, 
in that Evangelift, bids his Followers, Wake 
Luke 19, heed and beware of Covetoufnefs: And he giv- 
*** eth a Reafon for it, that carrieth a moft excel- 
lent Inftruction in it; for (faith he ) a Man’ s 
Efe confifteth not in the Abundance of the Things 
which he poffeffeth: But he goeth farther, be 
ee. > Joins Covetoufne/s with Adulter ys Murder and 
N - Blafphemy. No wonder then if the Apoftle 
pel is fo liberal in his Cenfure of this Evil: 
Te placeth it with all Unrighteoufnefs, to the 
Romans: To the Ephefians he writeth the 
Rom. v like; and addeth, Let not Covetoufnefs be fo 
Eph. 5,4, much as named among you: -And bids the Colof- 
Col. 3, 5, fans mortify their Members; and names feve- 
f. ral Sins, as Fornication, Uncleannefs, and fuch 
like, butends with Covetoufnefs, with this at 
the Tail of it, which (faith he) is Idolatry. 
And we. know there is not a greater Offence 
againftGod: Nay this very Apoftle calls the 
Love of Money the Root of all Evil; which 
( faith he ) wh: fome Lave coveted after, they 
j Jims 6, have crred from the Faith, p i prere’d themfelves 
‘ mi " through with divers Sori aw : For th ey that w ill 
be Rich, fall into Temp: ne jo, and @ Snare, 
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and many foolifo and hurtful Lufs. O Man of 

Ged (faith he to his beloved Friend Timothy) | = 
fice thefe Things, and follow after Rigkteoufne/s, 
Faith, Love, Patience and Meekne/s. 

$. 6. Peter was of the fame Mind; for he 
maketh Covetoufnefs to be one of the great 2 Peter 
Marks of the falfe Prophets and Teachers, that ~" - 
fhould arife among the Chriftians ; and by that 
they might know them; Mbo, {faith he, 
through Covetoufne/s, foall, with feigned Words, 
make Merchandize of you. To conclude there- 
fore, the Author to the Hebrews, at the End of 
his Epiftle, leaves this ( with other Things ) 
not without great Zeal and Weight upon them: 

Let, faith he, your Converfation be without Hers g © 
Covetoufnefs, (he refts not in this Generality, 
but goes on) and be content with fuch Things 
as you bave; for God hath faid, I will never 
leavethee, nor forfake thee. Whatthen? Mut ` -$ 
we conclude that thofe who are not content, mP 
but feek to be Rich, have forfakenGod? The + 
Conclufion feems hard; but yet it is natural : 
For fuch, ’tis plain, are not content with what 
they have; they would have more ; they covet 
to be Rich, if they may: They live not with 
thofe Dependencies and Regards to Provi- 
dence,” to which they are exhorted: | Nor is 
Godlinefs, with Content, great Gain to them. 

§. 7. And truly it is a Reproach to a Man, 
efpecially the religious Man, that he knows nor 
when he hath enough; when to leave off; 
when to be fatished: That notwithftanding 
God fends him one plentiful Seafon of Gain, 
after another, he is fo far from making that 
the Caufe of with-drawing from the Trafficks 
oi the World, that he makes ita Reafon of 
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launching farther into it; as if the more he 
hath, the more he may. He therefore renew- 
eth his Appetite, beftirs himfelf more than 
ever, that he may have hisShare in the Scram- 
ble, whilft any thing is to be got: This is as 
if Cumber, not Retirement; and Gain, not 
Content, were the Duty and Comfort ofa 
‘Chriftian. O that this Thing was better con- 
- fidered! For by not being fo obfervable nor 
obnoxious to the Law, as other Vices are, there 
is more Danger, for want of that Check. *Tis 
plain that moft People ftrive not for Subftance, 
but Wealth. Some there be that love it ftrong- 
ly, and fpend it liberally, when they have got 
it. Though this be Sinful, yet more Com- 
mëndable, tnan to love Money for Money’s 
fake, that is one of the bafeft Paffions the Mind 
of Man can be captivated with: A perfect 
Luft; anda greater, and more Soul-defiling 
one there is notin the whole Catalogue of Con- 
cupifcence. Which confidered, fhould quicken 
People into a ferious Examination, how far 
this Temptation of Love of Money hath en- 
tered them; andthe rather, becaufe the Steps 
it maketh into the Mind, are almoft infenfible, 
which renders the Danger greater. Thoufands 
think themfelves unconcern’d in the Caution, 
that yet are perfectly guilty of the Evil. How 


can it be otherwife, when thole that have, 


from a low Condition, - acquired Thoufands, 


ee 


Jacour yet to advance, yea, double and treble 
thole Thoufands 5 and that with the fame Care 


cand Contrivance by which they got them. Is 


this to ive Comfortably, or to be Rich | ? Do 
we not fee how early they rife ; how late they 
go to Bed? How full of the Change, the 

Shop, 
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Shop, the Warehoufe, the Cuftom-Houfe ; 
of Bills, Bonds, Chartcr-Parties, &c. they 
are? Running up and down, ' as if it were to 
fave the Life of a condemned Innocent. An 
infatiable Luft, and therein ungrateful to God, 
as well as hurtful to Men, who giveth it to 
them toufe, and not to love: That’s the 
Abufe. And if this Care, Contrivance and 


Induftry, and that continually, be not from- 


the Love of Money, in thofe that have ten 
Times more than they began with, and much 
more than they fpend or need, I know not 


what Teftimony Man can give of his Love to - 


any Thing. 

§. 8. Toconclude, it isan Enemy to Go- 
vernment in Magiftrates; for it tends to Còr- 
ruption. Wherefore thofe that God ordained 
were fuch as feared him, and hated Covetouf- 
nefs. Next it hurts Society; for old Traders 
keep the young ones Poor: And the great 
Reafon why fome have too little, and fo are 
forced to drudge like Slaves to feed their Fami- 
lies, and keep their Chin above Water, is, 
becaufe the Rich hold faft, and prefs to be 
Richer, and covet more, which dries up the 
little Streams of Profit from fmaller Folks. 
There fhould be a Standard, both as to the 
value and time of Trafiick; and then the 
Trade of the Mafter to be fhared among his 
Servants that deferve it. This were both to 
help the young to get their Livelihood, and to 
give the old time to think of leaving this World 
well, in which they have been fo bufy, that 
they might obtain a Share in the other, of 
which they, have been fo carelefs. 

§. 9. There is yet another Mifchief to Go- 

vernment, 
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_vernment, for Covetoufnefs leads Men to abufe 


and defraud it, by concealing or falfifying the 
Goods they deal in: As bringing in forbidden 
Goods by Stealth; or lawful Goods, fo as to 
avoid the Payment of Dues, or owning the 
Goods of Enemies for Gain , or that they are 
not well made, or full Meafure; with abun- 
dance of that Sort of Deceit. 

§. ro. But Covetoufnefs has caufed deftruc- 


_ tive Feuds in Families: For Eftates falling 


into the Hands of thofe, whofe Avarice has 
put them upon drawing greater Profit to them- 
felves than was confiftent with Juftice, has 
given Birth to much Trouble, and caufed 
great Oppreffion. It too often falling out that 
fuch Executors have kept the mght Owners 
out of Poffeffion with the Money they fhould 
pay them. 

§. rr. But this isnot all; for Covetoufnefs 
betrays Friendfhip: A Bribe cannot be better 
placed to do an ill Thing, or undo a Man. 
Nay, Itis a Murderer too often both of Soul 


‘ and Body: Ofthe Soul, becaufe it kills that 


Life it fhould have in God: Where Money 


matters the Mind, it extinguifhes ali Love to 
better Things: Of the Body, for it will kill 
for Money, by Affaffinations, Poifons, falfe 
Witnefs, &c. I fhall end this Head of Covet- 
oufnefs, with the Sin and Doom of two covetous 
Men, Judas and Simon Magus. 

Judas’s Religion fell in Thorny Ground : 
Love of Money choaked him. Pride and An- 
ger in the Jews endeavoured to murder Chrift; 
but till Covetoufnefs fet her Hand to effe& it, 
they were all ata Lofs. They found Judas 
gad the Bag, and probably lov’d Money; they 
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would try him, anddid. The Price was fet, — 
and Judas betrays his Matter, his Lord (that 
never did him Wrong ) into the Hands of his — 
moft cruel Adverfaries. But to do him Right, 
he returned the Money, and to be revenged 
of himfelf, was his own Hangman. Awick- 
ed Act, a wicked End. Come on, you Co- | 
vetous ! What fay you now to Brother Judas? 
Was he not an ill Man? Did he not very 
Wickedly? Yes, yes: Would you have done 
fo? No, no, by no means. Very well; but 
fo faid thofe evil Jews of ftoning the Pro 

and that yet crucified the beloved Son Goi, 
he that came to fave them, and would have 
done it, if they had received him, and not-re- 
jected the Day of their Vifitation. Rub yaur i 
Eyes well, for the Duft is got into them; and 
carefully read in your own Confciences, and 

fee, if, out of Love to Money, you have not 
betray’d the juft One in your felves, and fo are 
Brethren with Judas in Iniquity. I fpeak for 

God againft an Idol; bear with me: Have. 

you not refifted, yea, quenched the good | 
Spirit of Chrift, in your purfuit after-your be- 

loved Wealth? Examine your felves, try your * Co 13, 
felves; know ye not your own felves, that if ~ 
Chrif y not (ifhe rule not, and be not 

above All beloved ) im you, you are Repro- 

bates; in an undone Condition ? 

§. 12. The ather covetous Man is Simon 4a,¢. s 
Magus, a Believer too ; ‘but his Faith could not to 24. 7? 
go deep enovgh for CovetoufnefS. “He would 
have driven a Bargain with Peter, fo much 

Toney, for fo much holy Ghoft; that he 

might fell it again, and make a good Trz»: of 
#83 corruptly. “meafuring Peter by himfelf, as e 
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wif he had only had a better knack of Cozening 


Prov. 17, 


Jha. 3, 14, 
I5e 


` 


Phl g. 
3. 


the People than himfelf, who had fet up in 
Samaria for the great Power of God, before 
the Power of God in Philip and Peter unde- 
ceived the People. But what was Peter’s An- 
{wer and Judgment? Thy Money (fays he) 
perifh with thee, thou haft neither Part nor Lot 
in this Matter: Thou art in the Gall of Bitter- 
nefs, and in the Bond of Iniquity; a difmal 
Sentence. Befides, it tends to Luxury, and 
rifes often out of it: ‘For from having much, 
they fpend much, and fo become Poor by 
Luxury : . Such are covetous to get, to fpend 
more, which Temperance would prevent. For 
if Men would not, or could not by good Laws 
well executed, anda better Education, be fo 
lavifh in their Tables, Houfes, Furniture, 
Apparel and Gaming, there would be no 
fuch Temptation to covet earneftly after what 
they could not fpend: For there is but here 
and there a Mifer, that loves Money for Mo- 
ney’s Sake: 

§. 13. Which leads to the laft and bafeft 
Part of Covetoufnefs, which is yet the moft 
fordid, to wit, boarding up, or keeping Money 
unprofitably, both to others and themfelves too. 
This is Solomon’s Miler, that makes himfelf 
Rich, and hath nothing: A great Sin in the 
Sight of God. He complained of fuch, as 
had ftored up the Labours of the Poor in their 
Houfes; he calls.it their Spoils, „and that it is 
a grinding of the Poor, becaufe they fee it not 
again. Buthe bleffeth thofe that confider the 
Poor, and commandeth every one, To open 
freely to bis Brother that is in Need, not only 


he that is Spiritually, but Naturally fo; and, 
not 
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not to withhold his Gift from the Poor. The 


Apoftle chargeth Timothy in the Sight of God, i 


and before Jefus Chrift, That be fail not to 
charge them that are Rich in this World, that 
they truft not in their uncertain Riches, but in 
the living God, who giveth Liberally, and that 
they do good with them, -that they may be Rich in 
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good Works. Riches are apt to corrupt; and — 


that which keeps them {weet and beft, is Cha- 
rity: He that ufes them not, gets them not for 
the End for which they are given; but loves 
them for themfelves, and not their Service. 
The Avaritious is Poor in his Wealth: He 
wants for fear of fpending; and increafes his 
Fear with his Hope, which is his Gain; and 
fo tortures himfelf with his Pleafure: The moft 
like to the Man that bid his Talent in a Napkin, 
of all others; for this Man’s Talents are hid 
in his Bags out of Sight, in Vaults, under 
Boards, behind Wainfcots; elfe upon Bonds 
and Mortgages, growing but as under Ground; 
for it doth Good to none. 

§. 14. This covetous Man is a Monfter in 
Nature; for he has no Bowels, and 1s like the 
Poles, always cold. An Enemy to the State, 
for he fpirits their Money away: A Difeafe 
to the Body Politick, for he obftructs the Cir- 
culation of the Blood, and ought to be remov- 
ed by a Purge of the Law: For thefe are Vices 
at Heart that deftroy by Wholefale. The 


Covetous, he hates all ufeful Arts and Scien- ~~ 


ces as vain, left they fhould coft him fome- 
thing the learning : Wherefore Ingenuity has 
ce in his Mind, than in his Pocket. 

He lets Houfes fall, and Highways poche, to 
prevent the Charge of Repairs: And for his 
. {pare 
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fpare Diet, plain Cloaths, and mean Furniture;: 
he would place them to the Account of Mo 
deration. O Monfter of a Man! that can 
take up the Cgofs for Covetoufnefs, and not 
for Chrift. 

§. 15. But he pretends Negatively to fome 
Religion too; for he always rails at Prodiga- 
lity, the better to cover his Avarite. If you 
would beftow a Box of Spikenard on a good 
Man’s Head, to fave Money, and to fhew 
Righteous, he tells you of the Poor: But if 
the Poor come, he excufes his Want of Cha- 
rity with the Unworthinefs of the Object, or 
the Caufes of his Poverty, or that he can be- 
ftow his Money upon thofe that deferve it bet- 
ter ; who rarely opens his Purfe till Quarter- 
Day, for fear of lofing it. 

§. 16. But he 1s more miferable than the 
Pooreft ; for he enjoys not what he yet fears 
to lofe; they fear not what they don’t en- 
joy. Thus is he Poor by over-valuing 
hiss Wealth, but he 1s wretched, that hun- 
gers with Money in a Covk’s-Shop : Yet hav- 
ing made a God of his Gold, -who knows, 
but he thinks it unnatural to eat what he 
worthips ? 

17. But, which aggravates this Sin, I have 
my felf once known fome, that to get Money, 
es into the Grave ; and 


have wearied the 
to be true to their Principle, when Sick, would 
not fpare 4 Fee to a, Doétor, to help the poor 
Slave to live ; and fo died to fave Charges : 
A Conftancy that Canonizes them Martyrs 

for Money. be 4a 
§. 18. But now let us fee what Inftances the 
Scripture will give us in Reproof of the fordid 
Hoarders 
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Hoårders and Hiders of Money. A good-like 
young Man came to Chrift, and enquired the 
Way to eternal Life: Chrift told him, He 
knew the Commandments: He replied, He bad 
kept them from his Youth: (it feems he was no 
loofe Perfon, and indeed fuch are ufually fiot 
fo, tofave Charges) And yet lacketh thou one 
Thing, faith Chrift, Sel all, diftribute it to the 
Poor, and thou fhalt have Treafure in Heavens 
and come and follow me. It feems Chrift pinch- 
ed him in the fore Place; he hit the Mark, 
and ftruck him to the Heart, who knew his 
Heart: By this he tryed how well he had kept 
the Commandments, To love God above all. 
Tis faid, The young Man wes very Sorrowful, 
and went bis Way, and the Reafon which is 
given, is, That be was very Rich. Fhe Tides 
met, Money and eternal Life : Contrary De- 
fires : But which prevailed ? Alas! His Rich- 
es. But what faid Chrift to this? How hardly 


19% 


foall they that bave Riches enter into the King- » 


dom of God ? Headds, It is eafier for a Camel 
to gothrough a Needle’s Eye, than for avich Man 
to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven: That is, 
fuch a rich Man, .to wit a Covetous rich Man, 
to whom it is hard to do Good with what he 
has : "Tis more than an ordinary Miracle: O 
en would be Rich and Covetous! ’Twas 
upon thefe rich Men that Chrift pronounced 
his Woe, faying, Woe unto you that are Rich, 

for ye have received your Confolation bere : 

What! None in the Heavens? No, unlefs 
you become willing tobe poor Men, canrefign 
all, live pp Aa World, have it at Arm’s- 
End, yea, under Foot, a Servant, and not a 
Matter. i 
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§, 19. The other Inftance isa very difmal 
one too: °Tis that of Ananias and Sapphira. 
In the beginning of apoftolick Times, it was 
cuftomary for thofe who received the Word of 
Life, to bring what Subftance they had, and 
lay ic at the Apoftles Feet : Of thefe, Jofes, 
firhamed Barnabas, was Exemplary. . Among 
the reft, Ananias and his Wife Sapphira, con- 
feffing to the Truth, fold their Pofleffiion, but 
covetoufly*referved fome of the Purchafe- 
Money from the common Purfe*to them- 
felves, and brought a Part for the Whole, and 
laid it at the Apoftles Feet. But Peter a plain 
and a bold Man, in the Majefty of the Spirit 
faid, Ananias, why bath Satan filled thine Heart 
to lie to the Holy Ghoft ; and to keep back Part ` 
of the Price of the Land? Whilft it remained, 
was it not thine own? And after it was fold, 


=- was it not in thine own Power? Why kaf thou 


conceived this Thing in thine Heart? Thou 
baf not lied unto Men, but unto God. But what 
followed this Covetoufnefs and Hypocrify of 
Ananias? Why, Ananias hearing thefe Words 
he fell down and‘gave up the Ghoft. The like 
befel his Wife, being privy to the Deceit their 
Avarice had led them to. And it is faid, 
That great Fear came upon all the Church, and 
thofe that beard of thefe Things: And alfo 
fhould on thofe that now read them. For if 
this Judgment was fhewn and recorded, that 
we fhould beware of thé like Evils, what will 
become of thofe, that under the Profeffion of 
Chriftianity, a Religion that teaches Men to 
live loofe from the World, and to yield up all 
to the Will and Servite of Chrift and his 
Kingdom, not only retain a» Part, but All; 

fF _ and 
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and cannot part with the leaft Thing for Chrift’s 

Sake. I befeech God to incline the Hearts of 
my Readers to weigh thefe Things. This had 
not befallen Ananias and Sapphira, if they had 
acted as in God’s Prefence, and with the entire 
Love, Truth, and Sincerity that became 
them. O that People would ufe the Light 
that Chrift hath given them, to fearch and fee, 
how far they are under the Power of this Ini- 
quity! For would they but watch again{ft the 
Love of the World, and be lefs in Bondage to 
the Things that are feen, which are Temporal, 


they would begin to fet their Hearts on Things - 


above, that are of an eternal Nature. Their 
Life would be hid with Chrift in God, out of 
the reach of all the Uncertainties of Time, and 
Troubles and Changes of Mortality. Nay, if 
People would but confider how hardiy Riches 
are got, how uncertainly they are kept, the 
Envy they bring; that they can neither make 
a Man Wife, nor cure Difeafes, nor add to 
Life, much lefs give Peace in Death: No, 
nor hardly yield any folid Benefit above Food 
and Raiment ( which may be had without 
them ) and that if there be any good Ufe for 
them, “tis to relieve others in Diftrefs; being 
but Stewards of the plentiful Providences of 
God, and confequently accountable for our 
Stewardfhip : If, I fay, thefe Confiderations 
had any Room be our Minds, we fhould not 
thus poft to get, nor care tohide, and keep 
fuch a mean and impotent Thing. O that the 
Crofs of Chrift: ( which is the Spirit and Power 
ef God in Man ) might have more Place in 
the Soul, ‘that it might crucify us more anc 
more 4o the World, and the World to us, 
O 


that, 
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that, like the Days of Paradife, the Earth 
might again be the Footftool; and the Trea- 
fure of the Earth, a Servant, and not a God to 
Man! —— Many have writ againft this Vice, 
three I will mention. 

§. 20. Wittram Tinpat, that worthy’ 
Apoftle of the Engli Reformation, has an 
entire Difcourfe, to which I refer the Reader, 
Entituled, The Parable of the wicked Mammon. 
The next is 

§. 21. Perer CuarRron (a famous French 
Man, and in particular for the Book he wrote 
of Wifdom ) hath a Chapter againft Covetouf- 
nefs, part of which take as followeth: “ To 
Jove and affect Riches is Covetoufnefs: Not 
only the Love and Affection, but alfo every 
over-curious Care and Induftry about Riches. 
The Defire of Goods, and the Pleafure we 
take in poflefling of them, is grounded only 
upon Opinion: The immoderate Defire to 
get Riches is a Gangreen in our Soul, which 
with a venomous Heat confumeth our natural 
Affections, to the End it might fill us with 
virulent Humours. So foon as 1t is lodged in — 
our Hearts, all honett and natural Affection, 
which we owe either to our Parents or Friends, 
or our Selves, vanifheth away: All the reft, 
in refpect of our Profit, feemethnothing; yea, 
we forget inthe End, and condemn our Selves, 
our Bodies, our Minds, for this tranfitory 
Trah; and as our Proverb 1s, We fell our 
florfe to get us Hay. Covetoufnefs is the vile 
and bafe Paffien of vulgar Fools, who account 
Riches the principal Gcod of a Man, and fear 
Poverty, as the greateft Evil; and not con- 
tenting taemfelyes with neceffary Means, which 

are 
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e forbidden no Man, weigh that is Good in 
a Goldfmith’s Ballance, whet Nature hath 
taught us, to meafùre it by the Ell of Necef- 
fiey. For, what greater Folly can there be, 
than to adore that which Nature ıt felf hath 
put under our Feet, and hidden in the, Bowels 
of the Earth, asunworthy to be féeny yea, 
rather to be contemned, and trampled ‘under 
Foot ? This is that which the Sia of Man hath 
only torn out of the Entrails of the Earth, and 
brought unto Light to kill himfelf. We dig 
out the Bowels of the Earth, and bring to git 
thofe Things, for which we would ight: We 
are not afhamed to efteem thofe Things moit 
highly, which are in the loweft Parts of the 
Earth. Nature feemeth even in the firft Birch 

of Gold, and the Womb from whence it pro- 
ceedeth, after a Sort, to have Beliged the 
Mifery of thofe that are in Love with it; for 
it hath fo ordered the Matter, that in ‘thofé 
Countries where it groweth, there groweth 
with it neither Grafs, nor Plant, nor other 
Thing that is worth any Thing: As giving us 
to underftand thereby, that in thofe Minds 
wiere the Defire of this Metal groweth, there 
cannot remain fo much as a Spark of true 
Honour and Virtue. For what Thing can be 
more bafe, than for a Man to degrade, and to 
make himfelf a Servant and a Slave to that 
which fhould be fubject unto him? Riches 
ferve wife Men, but command a Fool; fora 

covetous Man ferveth*his Riches, and not they 
him :~ And he is faid to have Goods, as he 
hath a Fever, which holdeth and tyrannizeth 
over a Man, not heoverit. W hat thing more 


Vile, than to love that which is not ‘Good, 
l oz neither 


>» 
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neither can make a good Man? Yea, is com- 
mon, and in the Poffeffion of the moft wicked 
m the World; which many Times perverts 
good Manners, but never amends them ? 
Without which, fomany wife Men have made 
themfelves Happy, and by which fo many 
wicked Men have come to a wickedEnd. ‘To 
be brief; what Thing more miferable, than to 
bind the Living to the Dead, as Mezentius 
did, to the end their Death might be languifh- 
ing, and the more cruel; to tye the Spirit un- 
to the Excrement and Scum of the Earth, to 
pierce through his own Soul with a theufand 
‘Torments, AAA amorous Paffion of | 
Riches:brings with it; and to entangle hi hirr 
withthe Ties and Cords of this alint 
Thing, asthe Scripture calls them, which 
doth likewife term them Thorns and Thieves, 
which fteal away the Heart of Man, Snares of 
the Devil, Idolatry, and the Root of all Evil. 
And truly, he that fhall fee the Catalogue of 
thofe Envies and Moleftations, which Riches 
ingender into the Heart of Man, as their pro- 
per Thunder Bolt and Lightning, they would 
be more hated than they are now loved. Po- 
verty wants many Things, but Covetoufnefs 
all: A covetous Man is good to none, and 
worfe to himfelf.”? Thus much of CHARRON, 
a wife and great Man. My next Teftrmony is 
yielded by an Author not unlikely to take with 
fome Sort of People for his Wit; may they 
equally value his Morality, and the’ Judgment 
of his riper Time. 

§. 22. Anranam Cow_ey, a witty and 
ingenious Man, yieldedusthe other Teftimony : 
Of Avarice he writeth thus: There -es two 

riS 
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Sorts of Avarice, the one is but a Baftard-Kind, 
and that is a rapacious Appetite of Gain; not 
for its own Sake, but for the Pleafure of re- 
funding it immediately through all the Chan- 
nels of Prude and Luxury. The other is the 
true Kind, and properly fo called, which is a 
reftlefs and unfatiable Defire of Riches, not for 
any farther End or Ufe, but only to hoard, 
and preferve, and perpetually incfeafe them. 
The covetous Man of the firft Kind, is like a 
greedy Oftrich, which devoureth any Metal, 
but it is with an Intent to feed upon it, and in 
Effect it maketh a Shift to digeft and excern 
it. The fecond is like the foolifh Chough, 
which loveth to fteal Money, only to hide it. 
The firft doth much Harm to Mankind, and 
alittle Good to fome few: The fecond doth 
Good to none, no, net to himfelf. The firft 
can make no excufe to God or Angels, or ra- 
tional Men, for his Actions: The fecond can 
give no Reafon or Colour, not to the Devil 

imfelf, for what he doth: He is a Slave to 
Mammon without Wages. The firft maketh 
a Shift to be beloved, ay, and envied too, by 
fome People: The fecond is the univerfal 
Object of Hatred and Contempt. There is 
no Vice hath been fo pelted with good Sen- 
tences, and efpecially by the Poets, who 
have purfued it with Satyrs and Fables, and 
Allegories and Allufions, and moved (as we 
fay ) every Stone to fling at it; among ail 
which, I do not remember a more fine Cor- 
rection, than that which was given it bv ene 
Line of Ovid’s : 


O 3 (Multa 
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—Multa 
Luxurie Defunt, Omnia Avaritia. 


“Which is, Much is wanting to Lxury, All to 


Avarice. 


* To which Saying I have a mind to add one 
Member, and render itthus: Poverty wants 
fome, Luxury many, Avarice all Things. 
Some Body faith of å virtuous and wife Man, 
that having Nothing, he hath All, This is 
Juft his Antipode, who having all Things, yet 
hath Nothing. 


And Oh! What Man’s Condition can be 
worfe 

Than his, whom Plenty ftarves, and Blef- 
fings curfe? 

The Beggars but a common Fate deplore ; 

The Rich-poor Man’s emphatically Poor. 


I wonder how it cometh to pafs, that there 
hath never been any Law made againft him : 
Againft him, do I fay ? l mean, forhim. As 
there are publick Provifions made for all other 
Madmen, it is very reafonable that the King 
fhould appoint fome Perfons to manage his 
itate, during his Life (tor his Heirs com- 
monly need not that Care) and out of it to 
make it their Bufinets to fee that he fhould not 
want Alimony befitting his Condition; which 
he could never get out of his own cruel Fingers. 
We relieve idle Vagrants, and counterfeit Beg- 
gars, but have ro Care at all of thefe really 
poor Men, who are, methinks, to be refpect- 
fully teated, in regard of their Quality. I 

might 
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might be endlefs againft them; but Iam al- 
moft choak’d with the Superabundance of the 
Matter. Too much Plenty impoveritheth me, 
as it doth them. -Thus much againft Avarice, 
that Moth. of the Soul, and Canker of the 


Mind. 


GHIA P) XIV. 


§. 1. Luxury, what it is, and the Mifchief of 
i to Mankind. An Enemy to the Crofs of 
brift. §. 2. Of Luxury in Diet, how un- 
like Chrift, and contrary to Scripture. §. 3. 
The Mifchief it does to the Bodies, as well as 
Minds of People. §. 4. Of Luxury in the 
Excefs of Apparel, and of Recreations: That 
Sin brought the firft Coat: People are not to 
be proud of the Badge of ibeir Mifery. §. 5. 
The Recreations of the Times, Enemies to 
Virtue: They rife from Degeneracy. §. 6. 
The End of Clothes allowable, the Abuje re- 
prebended. §. 7. The chiefeft Recreation of 
good Men of Old, was to ferve God, and do 
Good to Mankind, and follow boneft Voca- 
tions, not vain Sports and Paftimes. §. 8. 
-The Heathens knew and did better T hings. 
» The Sobriety of Infidels above Chriftians. §. 
9. Luxury condemned in the.Cafe of Dives. 
§. 10. The Doctrine of the Scripture pofitively 
again a volupiuous Life. 


§. 1. J AM now come to the other Extream, 
and that is'Luxury, which is an 

exceffive Indulgence of Self in Eafe and Plea- 
frre. This is the laft great Impiety ftruck at 
g O 4 in 
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in this Difcourfe of the holy Crofs of Chrift, 
which indeed is much of the Subject of its 
mortifying Virtue and Power. A Difeafe, as 
epidemical, as killing: It creeps into all Sta- 
tions and Ranks of Men; the Pooreft often 
exceeding their Ability to indulge their Appes 
tite; and the Rich frequently wallowing in 
thofe Things, that pleafe the Lufts of their 
Eye and Flefh, and the Pride of Life ; as re- 
gardlefs of the fevere Difcipline of Jefus, 
whom they call Saviour, as if Luxury, andnot 
the Crofs, were the ordained Way to Heaven. 
What foall we eat, what fhail we drink, and 
tobat foall we put on? Once the Care of luxu- 
rious Heathens, is now the Practice and (which 
1s worfe ) the Study of pretended Chriftians 
But let fuch be afhamed, and repent; remem 
bering that Jefus did not reproach the Gentiles 
for thofe Things, to indulge his Followers 1 
them; they that will have Chrift to be Theirs, 
muft be fure to be His, to be like-minded, to 
live in Temperance and Moderation, as know- 
ing the Lord is at Hand. Sumptuous Appa- 
rel, rich Unguents, delicate Wafhes, ftately 
Furniture, coftly Cookery, and fuch Diver- 
fions as Balls, Mafques, Mufick-meetings, 
Plays, Romances, &c. which are the Delight 
and Entertainment of the Times, belong not 
to the holy Path that Jefus and his true Difci- 
ples and Followers trod to Glory: No, through 
many Tribulations (fays none of the leaft of 
them ) suf we enter into the Kingdom of God. 
I co earneitly befeech the Gay and Luxurious, 
into whofe Hands this Difcourfe fhall be di- 
ee to confider well the Reafons and Ex- 
amples here advanced againft their Way of 
Living ; 
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Living; if haply they may come to fee how 

 gemote it is from true Chriftianity, and how 

erous to their eternal Peace. God Almigh- 

ty, by bis Grace, foften their Hearts to Inftruc- 

tion, and fhed abroad bis tender Love in their 

Souls, that they may be overcome to Repentance, 

and tothe Love of the boly Way of the Crofs of 

Jefus, the bleffed Redeemer of Men. For they 

cannot think that he can benefitthem, while 

they refufe to lay down their Sins for the Love 

of him, that laid down his Life for the Love of 

them. Or that he will give them a Place 

in Heaven, that refufe him any in their Hearts 

on Earth. But let us examine Luxury in all 
its Parts. 

§. 2. Luxury has many Parts, and the firft 


that is forbidden by the Sclf-denying Jefus, is 

the Belly : Take no Thought (fays he to his Mt. % 

Difciples Y faying, What fhail we eat, or what a4 

oll we drink? - for after thefe T bings do 

the Gentiles feek: Asif he had faid, the un- 

circumcifed, the Heathen, fuch as live without 

the true Gerh, and make a God of their Belly, 
vhofe Care is to pleafe their Appetite, “more 
than. to feek God and his Kingdom: You muft 

not do fo, but feek you firft the Kingdom of God, 

and bis Righteoufnefs, and all otber Things fall 

be added. That which is convenient for you, 

will follow: Let every thing have its Time 

and Order. 

This carries a ferious Reprehenfion to the 
luxurious Eater and Drinker, who is taken up 
with an exceffive Care of his Palate and Belly, 
what be foall Eat, and what be foall Drink: 
Who being often at a Lofs what to have next, 
therefore has an Officer to invent, and a Cook 
to 
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to drefs, difguife and drown the Species, that 
it may cheat the Eye, look new and ftrange ; 
and all to excite an Appetite, or raife an Ad- 
miration. To be fure there is great Variety, 


` and that curious and coftly: The Sauce, it may 


Ecc. ae 2. 


be, dearer than the Meat: And fo full is he 


fed, that without it he can fcarce find out a 


Stomach ; which is to force an Hunger, rather 
than to fatisfy it—And as he eats fo he drinks; 
rarely for Thirft, but Pleafure; to pleafe his 
Palate. For that Purpofe he will have divers 
Sorts, and he mutt tafte them all: One, how- 
ever good, ıs dull and tirefome; Variety is 
more delightful than the beft; and therefore 
the whole World is little enough to fill his 
Cellar. But were he temperate in his Propor- 
tions, his Variety might be imputed rather to 
Curiofity, than Luxury. But what the tem- 
perate Man ufes as a Cordial, he drinks by full 
Draughts, till, inflamed by Excefs, he is fitted 
to be an Inftrument of Mifchief, if not to 
others, always to himfelf; whom perhaps at 
laft he knows not: For fuch Brutality are fome 
come to, they will fip themfelves out of their 
own Knowledge. This ts the Luft of the 
Fleth, that is not of the Father, but of the 
World: For upon this comes in the Mufick 
and Dance, and Mirth, and the Laughter, 
which is Madnefs, that the Noife of one Plea- 
fure may drown the Iniquity of another, left, 
his own Heart fhould deal too plainly with 
him. Thus the Luxurious live; they forget 
God, they regard not the afflitted. O that the 
Sons and Daughters of Men would confider 
their Wantonnets and their Iniquity in thefe 
Tiurgs! How al do. they requite the Wend: 

nefs 
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“nefs of God in the Ufe and Abufe of the Plenty 
he yields them: How cruel are they to his 
Creatures, how lavith of their Lives and Vir- 
“tue, how thanklefs for them; forgeting the 
"Giver and abufing the Gift by their Lufts; and 
defpifing Counfel, and cafting Inftruction be- 
hind them. » They lofe Tendernefs, and for- 
get Duty, being fwallowed up of Voluptuouf- 
nefs; adding one Excefs to another. God 
rebuked this Sin in the Jews by the Prophet 


Amos: Ye that put far away the evil Day, and amos6, 3; 
caufe the Seat of Violence to come near, and lie 4 51% 


upon Beds of Ivory, and ftretch themfelves upon 
their Couches, and eat the Lambs out of the 
Flock, and the Calves out of the Stall; and 
chant to the found of the Viol, and invent to 
themfelves Inftruments of Mufick, like David ; 
that drink Wine in Bowls, and anoint themfelves 
with the chief Ointments: But they are not 
grieved for the Affliction of Jofeph. Thefe, 
it feems, were the Vices of the degenerate 
Jews, under all their Pretence to Religion; 
and are they not of Chriftians at this Day? 
Yea, they are, and thefe are the great Parts 
of Luxury ftruck at in this Difcourfe. Re- 
member Dives, with all his fumptuous Fare, 
went to Hell: And the Apoftle pronounces 


heavy Woes upon thofe whofe God is theirPhil.3, 19, 


Belly; for fuch glory in their Shame. 

Chrift places thefe Things to the Courts of 
worldly Kings, not his Kingdom; making 
them unfeemly in his Followers: His Feait 
therefore. ( which was his Miracle ) to the 
Multitude, was plain and fimple; enough, but 
without Curiofity, or the Art of Cookery : 
And i¢ went down well, for they were Hun- 
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gry; the beft and fitteft Time to eat. And 
the Apoftle in his Direétions to his much be- 
loved Timothy, debafes the Lovers of world- 
ly Fulnefs ; advifing him to Godlinefs and Con- 
tent, as the chiefef Gain: Adding, And bav- 
ing Food and Raiment, let us therewith be con- 
tent. Behold the abftemious, and moft con- 
tented Life of thofe royal Pilgrims, the Sons 
of Heaven, and immortal Off-fpring of the 
great Power of God: They were in Fafts and 
Perils often, and eat what was fet before them; 
and in all Conditions learned to be contented. 
O bleffed Men! O blefled Spirits! Let my 
Soul dwell with yours for ever ! 

§. 3. But the Difeafes which Luxury begets 
and nourifhes, makesit an Enemy to Mankind: 
For befides the Mifchief it brings to the Souls 
of People, it undermines Health, and fhortens 
the Life of Man, in that it gives but ill Nou- 
rifhment, and fo leaves and feeds corrupt Hu- 
mours, whereby the Body becomes Rank and 
Foul, Lazy andScorbutick ; unfit for Exercife, 
and more for honeft Labour. The Spirits be- 
ing thus leaded with ill Flefh, and the Mind 
effeminated, a Man is made unactive, and fo 
unufeful in civil Society; for Idlenefs follows 
Luxury, as well as Difeafes. Thefe are the 


© Burdens of the World, Devourers of good 


Cf. 9, 17. 


Things, Self-Lovers, and fo Forgetters of 
God: But ( which is fad, and yet juft) the 
End of thofe that forget God, is to be turned 
into Hell. 

§. 4. But there is another Part of Luxury, 
which has great Place with vain Man and Wo- 
men, and that isthe Gorgeoufneis of Apparel, 
one of the toolifheft, becaufe moft coftly, 

empty, 
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mpty, and unprofitable excefs People can ` 
yell be ruilty of We are taught by the Scrip- 
tures of Truth to believe that Sin brought the 
firt Coat; and if Confent of Writers be of 
Force, it was as well without as within: To 
thofe that fo believe, I direct my Difcourfe, 
becaufe they,“ Iam fure, are the Generality. 
I fay, if Sin, brought the firft Coat, poor 
Adain’s Off-fpring have little Reafon to be &-3+*% 
proud or curious in their Clothes; for it feems 
their Original was bafe, and the Finery of them 
will neither make them Noble, nor Man Inno- 
cent again. But doubtlefs blefled was that 
Time, when Innocence, not Igncrance, freed 
our firit Parents from fuch Shifts: They were 
then naked, and knew no Shame; but Sin 
made them afhamed to be longer Naked. 
Since therefore Guilt brought Shame, and 
Shame an Apron and a Coat, how very low are 
they fallen that glory in their Shame, that are 
proud of their Fall? For fo they are, that ufe 
Care and Coft to trim and fet off the very 
Badge and Livery of that lamentable Lapfe. 
It is all one, as for a Man that had loft his 
Nofe by a fcandalous Diftemper, to take Pains 
to fet out a falfe one in fuch Shape and Splen- 
dor, as fhould give but the greater Occafion 
for all to gaze upon him, as if he would tell 
them, he had loft his Nofe, forfear they fhould 
think he had not. But would a wife Man be 
in Love with a falfe Nofe, tho’ never fo rich, 
and however finely made? Surely no: And 
fhall People that call themfelves Chriftians, 
fhew fo much Love for Clothes, as to neglect. 
Innocence, their firft Clothing? Doth it not 
fhew what coit of Time, Pains and Money 
S People 
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‘People are at, to fet off their Shame, withthe . 


greateft Shew and Solemnity of Folly? Isit 
not to delight in the Effect of thar Caufe, 
which they rather fhould lament? If a Thief 
were to wear Chains all his Life, would their 
being Gold, and well made, abate his Infamy ? 
To be fure his being Choice of them would 
increafe it. Why, this is the very Cafe of the 
vain Fafhion-Mongers of this fhamelefs Age ; 
yet will they be Chriftians, Judges in Religion, 
Saints, what not? O miferable State indeed ! 
To be fo blinded by the Luft of the Eye, the 
Luft of the Flefb, and Pride of Life, asto . 
call Shame Decency, and to be curious and 
expenfive about that which fhould be their 
Humiliation. And not only are they grown 
in love with thefe Vanities, and thereby ex-~ 
prefs how wide they are from primitive Inno- 
cence; but ’tis notorious how many Fafhions 
have been, and are invented on purpofe to 
excite Luft: Which ftill puts them at a 
greater Diftance from a fimple and harmlefs 
State, and enflaves their Minds to bafe Con- 
cupifcence. 

§. 5. Nor is it otherwife with Recreations, 
as they call them; for thefe are nearly related. 
Man was made a noble, rational, grave Crea- 
ture : His Pleafure ftood in his Duty, and his 
Duty in obeying God; which was to love, 
fear, adore and ferve Him; and in ufing the 
Creation with true temperance and godly Mo- 
deration; as knowing well that the Lord, his 
Judge, was at Hand, the Infpector and Re- 
warder of his Works. In fhort, his Happinefs 
was in his Communion with God; his Error 
wasto leave that Converfation, and let his Eyes 

wander 
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wander abroad to gaze on tranfitory Things. 
If the Recreations of the Age were as pleafant 
and neceffary, as they are faid and made to be, 
unhappy then would Adam and Eve have been, 
that never knew them. But had they never - 
fallen, and the World been tainted by their 
Folly andillExample, perhaps Man had never 
known the Neceffity or ufe of many of thefe 
Things. Sin gave them Birth, as it did the 
other > They were afraid of the Prefence of the 
Lord, which was the Joy of their Innocency, 
when they had finned; and then their Minds 
wandered, fought other Pleafures, and began 
to forget God; as he complained afterwards by 
the Prophet Amos, They put far away the evil 
Day: They eat the Fat of the Flock: They drink = 
Wine in Bowls: They anoint themfelves with 4, 5, Eny 
the chief Perfumes: They ftretch themfelves upon 
Beds of Ivory: They chant to the Sound of the , 
Viol, and invent unto themfelves Inftruments of - 
Mufick, like David, not heeding or remembring 
the Afflictions and Captivity of poor Fofephs him 
they wickedly fold,- Innocency was quite ba- 
nifhed, and Shame foon began to grow a Cu- 
ftom, till they were grown Shamelefs in the 
Imitation. And truly, its now no lefsa Shame 
to approach primitive Innocence by modeft 
Plainnefs, than it was Matter of Shame to 
Adam, that he loft it, and became forced to 
tack Fig-Leaves for a covering. Wherefore 
in vain do Men and Women deck themfelves 
with f{pecious Pretences to Religion, and flatter 
their miferable Souls with the fair Titles of 
Chriftians, Innocent, Good, Virtuous, and 
the like, whilft fuch Vanities and Follies reign. 
Wherefore to you all, from the eternal “ey 
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} am bound to declare, Xou mock him that will 
not be mocked, and deceive your felves , fuch In- 
temperance muft be denied, and you mutt 
know your felves changed, and ih 
approached to primitive Purity, bef 
Rom g, can be entituledto what you do but n 
> for none but thofe who are led ù by mp 
al. 5, 24, God, are the Children of God, which g 
to all Temperance and Meeknefs. 

6. But the chriftian Wor ‘ld ( as it would 
be called ) is juftly reproveable, becaufe the 
very End of the firft Inftitution of Apparel is 
gro'ly perverted. The utmoft Service that 
Clothes originally were defigned for, when Sin 
had ftript them of their native Innocence, was, 
as hath been faid, to cover their Shame, there- 
fore Plain and Modett : Next, to fence out 
Cold, therefore Subftantial : Lattly, to declare 
Sexes, therefore Diftinguifhing.. So that then 
Neceffity provoked to Clothing, now Pride and 
vain Curioiity : In former Times {fome Benefit 
obliged, but now Wantonnefs «and Pleafure : 
Then they minded them for Covering, but 
now that’s the Ieaft Part ,;, their greedy Eyes 
muft be provided with gaudy Superfluities 5 as 
if they made their Clothes for Trimming, 
to be feen rather than worn; only for the 
Sake of other Curiofities that muft be tacked 
upon them, although they neither cover Shame, 
fence from Cold, nor diftinguifh Sexes ;. but 
ficnally difplay their wanton, fantaftick, full- 
fed an a that have them. 

. 7. Then the beft Recreations were to 
fe Ba e God, be juft, follow their Vocations, 
mind their Flocks, do Good, exercife their 
Boars in fuch Manner as. was duitable to 

Gravity, 


Gal. 6, 7, 


pa 
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ae is Brend to “att every I ‘oly 
ey any Appearance above open fcan- 
ilth “( detefted of the very Adors, 
done it ) fo much cre Men 
‘Adam in his Difobedience ; 

fident and artificial are they 
pietics: Yea, their Mincs, 
Beane fo very infenfible 


through © t 
hat attends the J; ke Pole 


of the Incon 
lics, that what was onc 
Badge of Shame, at beft but a Remedy ; Jms 
now the Delight -Pleafure, and Recreation of 
the Age. kow v ignoble is it! how ignomini- 
ous añd unworthy of a reafonable Creature ; 
Ma whith i is emod with Underftanding, fit 
o € ontemplate Immortality, and made a Com- 

ion ( if not Superior ) to Angels, that he 
fhould mind a little Duft, a few thameful Rags ; ; 
Inventiofis of meer Pride and Luxury ; Toys 
fo apifh and fantaftick ; Entertainments fo 
dull and earthly, that a Rattle, a Baby, a 
ee 4 peg a Top, are by no Means fo 

olih in a, fimple Child, nor unworthy of 
s Thor chts, as are fuch Inventions of the 
Care and Pleafure of Men. It is a Mark of 
great Stupidity that fuch Vanities fhould 
exeteive the noble. Mind of Man; and I- 
mage of the great Creator of the Heaven and 
Earth. = 

8» Of this'many among the very Hea- 

thens of old had fo clear a Profpee, that they 
detefted all fuch Vanity, looking upon Curi- 
y in Apparel, and that variety of Recrea- 
tions now in Vogue and Efteem with falfe 
Chriftians, to be deftructive of good Manners, 
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in that it more eafily ftole away the Minds of 
People from Sobriety to Watonnefs, Idlenefs, 
Effeminacy, and made them only Com- 
panions for the Beaft that perifhes : Witneds 
thofe famous Men, Anaxagoras, Socrates, 
Plato, Ariftides, Cato, Seneca, Epictetus, 
&c. who placed true Honour and Satisfaction 
in nothing below Virtue and Immortality. 
Nay fuch are the Remains of Innocence among 
{ome Moors and Indiahs in our Times, that 
they do not only Traffick in a fimple Pofture, 
but if a Chriflian (tho’ he muitbe an odd one ) 
fing cut a filthy Word, its cuftomary with 
them, by Way of Moral, to bring him Wa- 
ter to purge his Mouth. How much do the 
like Virtues and reafonable Inftances accufe 
People profefling Chriftianity, of grofs Folly 
and Intemperance ? O! that Men and Wo- 
men had the Fc .r of God before their Eyes ! 
and that they we.e fo charitable to themfelves, 
as to remember whence they came, what 
they are doing, and to what they muft return : 
That fo more Noble, more Virtuous, more 
Rational and Heavenly Things might be the 
Matters of ther Pleafure and Entertainment ! 
Vhat they would be once perfwaded to believe 
how inconfiftent the Folly, Vanity, and Con- 
verfation they are moltly exercifed in, really 
are with the true Nobility of a reafonable Soul; 
and let that juft Principle, which taught the 
Heathens, teach them, left ic be found more 
tolerable for Heathers than’ftuch Chriftians in 
the Day of Account! For if their Morter 
Notions, and more imperfect Sente of Things 
could yet difcover fo much Vanity 5 if their 
Degree of Light condemned it, and they, in 

Obedi- 
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Obedience thereunto, difufed it, doth it not 
behove Chriftians much more ? Chrift came 
not to extinguifh, no, but to improve that 
Knowledge : And they who think, they need 
do lefs now than before, had need to aét bet- 
ter than they think. I conclude, That the 
Fafhions and Recreations now in Repute are 
very abufive of the End of Man’s Creation ; 
and that the Inconveniencies that attend them, 
as Wantonnefs, Idlenefs, Prodigality, Pride, 
Luft, Refpect of Perfons ( witnefs a Plume of 
Feathers, or a laced Coat in a Country Village, 
whatever be the Man that wears them ) with 
the like Fruits, are repugnant to the Duty, 
Reafon and true Pleafure of Man, and abfo- 
lutely inconfiftent with that Wifdom, Know- 
ledge, Manhood, Temperance, Induttry, 
which render Man truly Noble and Good. | 

§. 9. Again, thefe Things which have been 
hitherto condemned, have never been the 
Converfation and Practice of the holy Men 
and Women of old Times, whom the Scrip- 
tures recommend for holy Examples, worthy 
of Imitation. Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob 
were plain Men, and Princes, as Grafiers are, 
over their Families and Flecks. ‘They were 
not folicitous ef the Vanities fo much lived in 
by the People of this Generation, for in all 
Things they pleafed God by Faith. The firft 
forfook his Father’s Houfe, Kindred and 
Country ; a true Type or Figure of that Self- 
denial all muft know, that would have Abra- 
ham to their Father. They muft not think to 
live in thofe Pleafures, Fafhions and Cuftoms 
they are called to leave ; no, but part with all 


y” Hopes ofthe great Recompence of Reward, 
ry2 ane! 
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ES 11: and that better Country, which is Eternal in 
rs. 16. the Heavens. The Prophets were generally 

poor Mechanicks ; one a Shepherd, another 

an Herdfman, &c. They often cried out upon 

the full-fed wanton Ifraelites to repent, to 

fear and dread the living God, to forfake the 

Sins and Vanities they lived in ; but they ne- 

ver imitated them. John Baptift, the Mef 

fenger of the Lord, who was fanétified in his 

Mother’s Womb, preached his Embaffy to 

the World in a Coat of Camel’s Hair, a rough 
Luker. and homely Garment. Nor can it be con- 
ts ceived that Jefus Chrift himfelf was much bet- 
2, 3,4. ter Apparelled, who according to the Fleth, 
Mat. 13. wasof poor Defcent, and in Life of great 
Mark 6, 3. Plainnefs ; infomuch that it was ufual in a Way 
Luke 7.25 of Derifion to fay, Is not this Fefus the Sow of 
Fofeph, a Carpenter ? And this Jefus tells his 
Followers, That as for foft Raiment, gorge- 
ous Apparel and Delicacies, they were for 
Kings Courts: Implying, that he and his 
Followers were not to feek after thofe Things ; 
but feems thereby to exprefs the great Differ- 
ence that was betwixt the Lovers of the Fafhi- 
ons and Cuftoms of the World, and thofe 
whom he had chofen out of it. And he did 
not only come in that mean and defpicable 
Manner himfelf, that he might ftain the 
Pride of all Flefh, but therein became Ex- 
emplary to his Followers, what a felf-denying 
Life they muft lead, if they would be his true 
Difciples. Nay, he further leaves it with them 
in a Parable, to the End thatit might makethe 
decper Impreffion, and that they might fee how 
inconfiftent a pompous, pleafing, worldly, Life 
is with the Kingdom he came to eftablifh an 

ca 
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call Men to the Poffeffion of : And that is the 
remarkable Story of Dives; who is reprefent- 
ed, firft, as a rich Man ; next as a voluptuous 
Man, in his rich Apparel, his many Difhes, 
and his Pack of Dogs’; and laftly, as an un- 
charitable Man, or one who was more con- 
cerned how to pleafe the Luft of the Eye, the 
Luft of the Flefh, and the Pride of Life, and 
fare fumptuoufly every Day, than to take 
Compaffion of poor Lazarus at his Gate : No, 
his Dogs were more pitiful and kind than he. 
But what was the Doom of this jolly Man, 
this great Dives? We read it was everlafting 
Torment; but that of Lazarus eternal Joy 
with Abraham, Ifaac and Jacob, in the King- 
dom of Ged. In fhort ; Lazarus was a good 

an, the other a great ‘Mans. The one Poot 
and Temperate, the other Rich and Luxu- 
rious: There are too many of them alive; and 
it were well, if his Doom might awaken them 
to Repentance. 

§. ro. Nor were the twelve Apoftles, the 
immediate Meffengers of the Lord Tefus 
Chrift, other than poor Men, one a Fifher- Mat. 4.19. 
man, Etibar a Tent-maker ; and he that was Ms" 9: $- 
of the greateft (though perhaps not the beft2, 5. 
Employment ) was a Cuftom-Gatherer. So 
that ’tis very unlikely that any of them were 
Followers of the Fafhions of the World: Nay, 
they were fo far from it, that, as became the 
Followers of Chrift, they liv’d poor, afflicted, John 13.: 
felf-denying Lives; bidding the Churches to; ṣo) t: 
walk as they had them for Examples. And to 12, 13, 14- 
fhut up this Particular, they gave this patheti- 
cal Account of the. holy Women in former 
Times, as an Example of godly Temperance, 

P 3 
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214 No Crofs, no Crown. 


nanielý, That firft they did exprefly abftain 
Phil.3.17.fr0m Gold, Silver, braided Hair, fine Apparel, 
1 Pet. 2.07 fuch like; and next, that their Adornment 
Ja. r. x5, Was @ meek and a quiet Spirit, and the hidden 
ie oa Man of the Heart, which are of great Price 
5. | ~ witb the Lord: Affirming, That fuch as live 
x Tim. 5. in Pleafure are Dead whilft they live ,-for that 
Luk. 8, 14 the Cares and Pleafures of this Life choak and 
deftroy the Seed of the Kingdom, and quite 
hinder all Progrefs in the hidden and divine 
Life. Wherefore we find that the holy Men 
and Women of former Times, were not ac- 
cuftomed to thefe Pleafures and vain Recrea- 
tions ; but having their Minds fet on Things 
Heb. 12.2 above, fought another Kingdom, which con- 
i a. fifts in Righteoufnefs, Peace, and Joy in the 
Re» 14. holy Spirit ; who having obtained a good Re- 
port, and entered into their eternal Reft: There- 
fore their Works follow, and praife them in 
the Gates. 


CH AF AF 


§. 1. The Judgments of God denounced upon the 
Jews for their Luxury, all Ranks included. 
§. 2. Chrift charges his Difciples to have a 
Care of the Guilt of it: A Supplication to the 
Inhabitants of England. §. 3. Temperance 
prefsd upon the Churches by the Apoftles. 
§. 4. An Exbortation to England to meafure 
her felf by that Rule. §. 5. What Chriftian 
Recreations are. §. 6. Who need other 
Sports to pafs away their Time, are unfit for 
Heaven and Eternity. §. 7. Man bas but a 
few Days: They may be better befowed : 

This 
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This Doétrine is ungrateful to none that could 
be truly Bleffed. §. 8. Net only Good is 
omitted by this luxurious Life, Zi Evil com- 
mitted, as breach of Marriage and Love, lefe 
of Health. and Ffate, Se. Play hotles aud 
Stages mof Inftrumengal to this Mt/chief. 
§. 9. How Youth is by them inflamed to 
Vanity: What Niifchief comes of Revels, 
Gamings, &8c. below the Life of noble Hea- 
thens. §. 10. The true Difciples~of Fetus 
are mortified in thefe Things: The Pleafure 
and Reward of a good Employment of Trine. 


§. 1. PY UT fuch * Excefs in Apparel and 

B Pleafure, was not orly forbid in, 
Scripture, but it was the Ground of that’ la- 
* mentable Meffage by the Prophet Ifatah to the 


People of Ifrael: Moreover the Lard faith, be- 16. 
caufe the Daughters of Zion are haughty, end °? 


walk with ftretched forth Necks aud wanton 
Eyes, walking and mincing as they go, and mak- 
ing a Tinkling with their Feet, therefore thz 
Lord will finite with a Scab the Crowa of the 
Head of the Daughters of Zion, and the Lord 
will difcover their fecret Parts, in that Day 
the Lord will take away the Bravery of their 
tinkling Ornaments, and their Caul ( or Net- 
works in the Hebrew ) and their round Tyres 
like the Moon ; the Chains aud the Bracelets, 


and the fpangled Ornaments ; the Bonnets and 
the 


* The very Pragtice, and Garb, and Vanity of this 
Age, being as liable to the Wrath of God which hangs 
over England and Europe, and is ready to be executed on 
their rebeJlious Inhabitants. 


_ 
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the Ornaments of the Legs, and the Head-bands 
and the Tablets, and the Kar-Rings, the Rings and 
Nofe-JFewels , the changeable Suits of Apparel, 
and the Mantles, and the. Wimples, and the 
crifping Pins , the Glaffes, and the fine Linen, 
anid the Hoods and the Rails : And it fhall come 
to pafs, that inftead of fweet Smells, there hall 
be a Stink; and inftead of a Girdle, a Rent ; 
and inftead of well-fet Hair, Baldnels ; and in- 
ftead of a Stomacher, a Girding of Sack-Cloth, 
and Burning inftead of Beauty: Thy Men fhall 
fall by the Sword, and thy Mighty in the War : 
And her Gates fhaill lament ‘and mourn : ; and 
foe being defolate, fhali fit upon the Ground. 
Behold ; O -vain and foolifh Inhabitants of 
England and Europe, your Folly and your 
Doom! Yet read the Prophet Ezekiei’s Vifion > 
of miferable Tyre, what Punifhments her 
Pride and Pleafure brought upon her ; and a- 
monaft many other Circumftances thefe are 
fome ; 5 Thefe were thy Merchants in all Sorts of 
Things ; in blue Clothes and broidered Work, 
and in Chefts of rich Apparel, Emeralds, Pur- 
ple, fine Linen, Coral and Agat, Spices with all 
precious Stones and Gold, Horfes, Chariots, &c. 
For which hear Part of her Doom, Thy Riches 
and thy Fairs, thy Merchandize and all thy 
Company, which is inthe midh of thee, fhall fall 
into the midh of the Sea inthe Day of thy Ruin, 
and the Inhabitants of the Iles fhail be aftonifbed 
at thee, and their Merchants bifs at thee; thou 
Jhelt be a Terror, and fhall be no more. Thus 
hath God declared his Difpleafure againft the 
Luxury of this Wanton World. Yet farther 
the Prophet Zephaniah goes, for thus he 
Z ph. 1.3. fpeaks : And it foall come to pafs in the Day of 
the 


Beek rap 
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the Lord’s Sacrifice, that Iwill punifb the Prin- 
ces, and the King’s Children, and all fuch as are 
Cloathed with strange Apparel. Of how evi! 
Confequence wasitin tholeTimes, for the great- 
eft Men to give themfelves the Liberty of fol- 
lowing the vain Cufloms of other Nations ; or 
of changing the ufual End of Cloaths, or 
Apparel, to gratify foolifi Curiofity ? | 

§. 2. This did the Lord Jefus Chrift ex- 
preily charge his Duiciples not to be careful a+ 
bout; infinuating that iuch as were, could not 
be his Difciples : For, lays he, Take no Thought nis. 31, 
faying what fhall we Eat ? Or what fhall we3-33- 
Drink ? Or wherewithal fhall we be Cloathed ? 
( for after all thefe Things do the Gentiles feek ) 
for your heavenly Father knoweth, that you bave 
med of all thefe Things, but feek ye firft the 
Kingdom of God, and bis Righteoufnefs, and all 
thefe Things fhall be added unto you. Under 
which of Eating, and Drinking, and Apparel, 
he comprehends all external Things whatfo- 
ever ; and fo much appears, as well becaufe > 
they are oppofed to the Kingdom of God and 
his Righteoufnefs, which are invifible and 
heavenly Things, as that thofe very Mat- 
ters he enjoyns them not to be careful 
about, are the moft Necefflary, and the 
moft Innocent in themfelves. If then, 
in {fuch Cafes, the Minds of his Difciples 
were not to be folicitous, much lefs in foolifh, 
fuperftitious, idle Inventions, to gratify the 
carnal Appetites and Minds of Men: So cer- 
tain it is, that thofe who live therein, are none 
of his Followers, but the Gentiles ; and (as 
he elfewhere fays) the Naticns of the World who 13k? 12. 
know not God. If now then the diftinguifhing ` 

Mark 
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Mark between the Difciples of Jefus, and thofe 
of the World, is, That one minds the Things 
of Heaven and God’s Kingdom, that ands in 
Rightcoufnefs, Peace, and Foy, in the holy 
Ghoft, {being not carcful of external Matters ) 
even the moft Innocent and Neceffary ; and 
that the other minds Eating, Drinking, Ap- 

are], and the Affairs of the World, with 
the Lults, Pleafures, Profits and Honours 
that belong toit; be you intreated for your 
Souls Sakes, O Inhabitants of England ! to 
be ferious, to reflect a while upon your felves, 
what Care and Coft you are at, of Time and 
Money, about foolifh, nay, vicious Things : 
So far are you degenerated from the primitive 
Chrittian Life. * What Buying and Selling, 
what Dealing and Chaffering, what Writing 
and Pofting, what Toil and Labour, what 
Noife, Hurry, Buftle and Confufion, what 


© Study, what httle Contrivances and Over- 


reachings, what Eating, Drinking, vanity of 
Apparel, moft ridiculous Recreations ; in 
fhort, what rifing early, going to Bed 
late, expence of precious Time is there about 
Things that perifh ? View the Streets, Shops, 
Exchanges, Plays, Parks, Coffee-Houfes, &c. 
and is not the World, this fading World, writ 
upon every Face ? Say not within your felves, 
tow otherwife fhould Men live, and the 
World fubfift ? The common though frivo- 
lous Objection: There is ‘enough for all; let 
fome content themfelves with lefs: A few 
Things plain and decent, ferve a Chriftian 
Lift. ° Tis Luft, Pride, Avene that 
thrufts Men upon fuch Folly: Were God’s 


Kingdom more the Exercife of their Minds, 
thefe 
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thefe perifhing Entertainments would have but 
httle of their Time or Thoughts. 

. 3. This felf-denying Doctrine was cor- 
firm’d and enfore’d by the Apoftles in their 
Example ; as we have already fhewn ; and in 
their Precepts too, as we fhail yet evince in 
thofe two moft remarkable Paffages of Parl 
and Peter; where they do not only tell us what 
fhould be done, but alfo what fhould be denied 
and avoided. Ta like Manner Iwill, that Wo- 
men adorn themfelves in modeft Appcrel : 
( What’s that?) ith Shamefacednefs and So- 
briety, not with broidered Hair, or Gold, or 
Pearls, or coftly Array, | then it feems thefe 
are Immodeft | but, which becometh Women pro- 
feling Godline/s, with good Works: Abfolutely 
implying, that thofe who attire themfelves 
with Gold, Silver, broidered Hair, Pearls, 
coftly Array, cannot in fo doing be Women 
profeffing Godlinefs; making thofe very 
Things to be contrary to Modefty and what’s 
Good ; and confequently that they are Evil, 
and unbecoming Women profeffing Godli- 
nefs. To which the Apoftle Peter joins ano- 
ther Precept after the like Sort, viz. Wbofe 
Adorning let it not be that outward Adcining, 
of plaiting the Hair, and of wearing of Gold, 
or of putting on Apparel: ( What then?) Bur 
let it be the bidden Man of the Heart, in that 
which is not corruptible, even the Ornament of e 


meek and quiet Spirit, which is in the Sight of 


God of great Price. And as an Inducement 
he adds ; For after this Manner in the old Time 
the holy * Women, who fo trufted in God, adorn- 


ed 


* Note, Not a Word of Men, asif this Vanity belong- 
ed not to the Sex; let them obferve that. 


» 
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ed themfelves. Which doth not only intimate, 
that both holy Women were fo adorned, and 
that it behoves fuch as would be Holy, and 
tru{t in the holy God, to be fo adorned ; but 
r Tim. 5. alfo, that they who ufed thofe forbidden Orna- 
Be ments, Were the Women and People in all 
Ages, that ( for all their Talk ) were not 
Holy, nor did truft in God. Such are fo far 
from trufting in God, that the Apoftle Paul 
exprefly fays, That fhe that liveth in Pleafure is 
Phi.3.20 dead ( to God ) whilft the liveth: And the 
fame Apoftle farther enjoyned, That Chriftians 
Col. 3. 1. (hould have their Converfation in Heaven, and 
TN: gp 13. their Minds fixed on Things above: Walk honeft- 
13,14 ly as in the Day, not in Réoting and in Drunk- 
n k ennefs, not in Chambering and Wantonnefs, not 
hut 29: in Envy and Strife: Let not Fornication, Un- 
r4,  Cleannefs, or Covetoufnefs, be once named a- 
cont 39 mong you ; neither Filthine/s, nor foolifb Talk- 
15.16. IME Or Fefing, which are not convenient ; but 
rather giving of Thanks: And let no corrupt 
Communication proceed out of your Mouth, but 
that which is Good, to the Ufe of Edifying, that 
it may minifter Grace unto the Hearers. But put ye 
on the Lord Fefus Chrift, and make no Provi- 
fion for the Flefb, to fulfil the Defies thereof. 
And grieve not the holy Spirit; ( intimating 
fuch Converfation doth ) but be ye Followers of 
God, as dear Children : Walk circum/peétly, not 
as Fools, but as Wife, redeeming the Time be- 
caufe the Days are Evil. 

§. 4. By this meafure your felves, O In- 
habitants of this Land, who think your felves 
wrong’d, if not accounted Chriftians: See 
what Proportion your Life and Spirit bears 
with thefe moft holy and felf-denying = 

an 
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and Examples. Well, my Friends, my Soul 
mourns for you: I have been with and among 
you : Your Life and Paftime are not Strangers 
to my Notice ,; and with Compafiion, yea, un- 
expreffible Pity, I bewail your Folly.. O that 
you would be Wife ! Ovthat the juft Principle 
in your felves ‘were heard! © that Eternity 
had Time to plead a little with you! Why 
fhould your Beds, your Glaffes, your Cloaths, 
your Tables, your Loves, your Plays, your 
Parks, your Treats, your Recreations ( poor 
perifhing Joys ) have all your Souls, your 
Time, your Care, your Purfe, and Confider- 
ation? Be ye,admonifhed, I befeech you, in 
the Name of the living God, by one that, 
fome of you know, hath had his Share in thefe 
Things, and confequently Time to know, 
how little the like Vanities conduce to true and 
folid Happinefs. No, my Friends, God Al- 
mighty knows (and would God, you would 
believe and follow me ) they erd in Shame 
and Sorrow. Faithful is that moft holy One, 
who hath determined, That every Man and 
Woman fhaill reap what they fow And will 
not Trouble, Anguifh and. Difappointment, 
be a fad and dreadful Harveft for you to reap, 
for all your mifpent Time and. Subftance, a- 
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-bout Superfuities and vain Recreations ? Re- - 


tire then ; quench not the holy ‘Spirit in your 
felves ; redeem your precious abufed Time ; 
frequent fuch Converfation as may help you 
againft your evil Inclinations , fo fhall you 
follow the Examples, and keep the Precepts 
of Jefus Chrift, and all his Followers. For 
hitherto we have plainly demonftrated, that 
no fuch Way of Living, as is in Requeft a- 

mong 
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mong you of the Land, ever was, or can be 
truly Chriftian. 

§. 5. But the beft Recasign ‘is to do 
Good: And all chriftian Cuftoms tend to 
Temperance, and fome good and beneficial 
tind; which more or lefs may be in every 
Adtion. For Inftance: If Men and Women 
z Pe. r would be diligent to follow their refpective 
Heb, xo. Callings, frequent the Affemblies of religious 
_ People, vifit fober Neighbours to be edified, 
to. 11. and wicked Ones to reform them ; be careful 
saz in the Tuition of their Children, exemplary to 
i. their Servants, relieve the Neceffitous, fee the 
Sick, vifit the Imprifoned, adminifter to 
their Infrmities and Indifpofitions, endeavour 

Peace amongft Neighbours: Alfo, ftudy m 
derately fuch commendable and- prof table Arts, 

as Navigation, Arithmetick, Geometry, Huf- 
bandry, Gardening, Handicraft, Medicine, 
&c. And that Women Spin, Sow, Knit, 
Phi. 2. 44 Weave, Garden, Preferve, and the like Houfe- 
h 8 ite and honeft Employments ( the Practice of 
the greateft and nobleft Matrons, and Youth 
among the very Heathens ) helping others, 
who for Want are unable to keep Servants, to 
koes „e them in their neceffary Affairs: Often and 
Pal. 2 ‘private Retirements from all worldly Objects, 
e, age to enjoy the Lord ; fecret and fteady Medita- 
i tions on the divine Life and heavenly Inheri- 
tance : Which to leave undone, and profecute 


other Things, under the Notion»of Recrea» 


tions, is accurfed Luft and damnable Impiety. 
It is moft vain in any to object, That they 
can’t do thefe always, and therefore, Why 
maynt they ufe thefe commen Diverfions ? 
For I ask, What would fuch be a? What 


would 
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would they do? And what would they have? 
They that have Trades, have not Time e- 
nough todo the half of what hath been recom- 
mended. And as for thofe who have nothing to 
to do, and do nothing, which is worfe, but 
Sin, which is worft of all, here is variety of 
pleafant, of profitable, nay, of very honour- 
able Employments and Diverfions for them. 
Such can with great Delight fit at a Play, a 
Ball, a Mafque, at Cards, Dice, &c. Drink- 
ing, Reveling, Feafting, and the like, an en- 
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tire Day ; yea, turn Night into Day, and in- Amos 6. 3. 


vert the very Order of the Creation, to hu-'‘ 


mour their Lufts. And were it not for Eat- 
ing and Sleeping, it would be paft a Doubt 
whether they would ever find Time to ceafe 
from thofe vain and finful Paftimes, till the 
hafty Calls of Death fhould fummon their 
Appearance in another World. Yet do they 
think it intolerable, and hardly poffible for 
any to fit fo long at a profitable or religious 
Exercife. 

§. 6. But how do thefe think to pafs their 


O 5. 


+w 
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vaft Eternity away ? For as the Tree falls fo it Ecc.11.3, 


lies. Let none deceive themfelves, nor mock 
their immortal Souls, with a pleafant, but moft 
falfe and pernicious Dream, that they fhall be 
changed .by a conftraining and trrefiftible 
Power, juft when their Souls take leave of 


their Bodies: No, no, my Friends, What you Gal. 6.4. 
fow, that fhail you reap: IF Vanity, Folly, Eph. <. 6s 


vifible Delights, fading Pleafures ; no better 
fhall you ever reap than Corruption, Sorrow, and 
the woful Anguith of eternal Difappointments. 
But alas! what’s the Reafon that the Cry is fo 
common, Muft we always dote on thefe 

Things ? 


. 
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Things¢ Why, moft certainly it is this, they 

Ph. 4.6.7. know not what is the Joy and Peace of {peak- 
ph.4-18. ng and ating, as in the Prefence of the moft 
Mat. 13. holy God : That paffes fuch vain Underftand- 
ro. o mgs, darkned with the Glories and Pleafures 
2. Ofthe God ofthis World ; whofe Religion is fo 
many mumbled and ignorantly devout faid 
Words, as they teach Parrots; for if they 

were of thofe, whofe Hearts ate fet on Things 

above, and whofe Treafure is in Heaven, 

there would their Minds inhabit, and their 
greateft Pleafure conftantly be: And fuch who 

call that a Burden, and feek to be refrefhed 

by fuch Paftimes as a Play, a Morrice-Dance, 

a Punchanello, a Ball, a Mafque, Cards, Dice, 

or the like, I am bold to affirm, they not on- 

ly never knew the divine Excellency of God, 

and his Truth, but thereby declare themfelves 

moft unfit for them in another World. For 

how is it poffible that they can be delighted to 
Eternity, with that Satisfaction which is fo te- 

dious and irkfome for thirty or forty Years ; 

that for a Supply of Recreation to their Minds, 

the little Toys, and Fopperies of this. perifh- 

ing World, muft be brought into Practice and 
Requeft ? Surely, thofe who are to reckon for 

every idle Word, ‘muft not ufe Sports to pafs 

Mat. 12, away that Time, which they are commanded fo 
- diligently to redeem, confidering no lefs Work 
is to be done than making their Calling and 

Eph. ç. r, Election fure : Much lefs ftudy to invent Re- 
Ph. 3. 14. creations for their vain Minds, and {pend the 
x. ` greateft Part of their Days, and Months, and 
Col. 4. 5. Years therein, not allowing a Quarter of that 
Time toward the great Concernment -n 

AVES 
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Lives and Souls, for which that. Time was 
given them tos r 


§. 9. There’s but little Need to drive away 
that, by foolifh 
away fo fwiftly ofittelf, and when once gone, 
“is never to be ‘recalled. Plays, Parks, Balls, 
Treats, Romances, Muficks, Love-Sonnéts, 
and the like, will be a very invalid Plea for 
any other Pufpofe than their Condemnation, 


who are taken and delighted with them, ar 


the Revelation of the righteous Judgment of 
God. ©O'my Friends! thefe were never in- 
vented, but by that M:nd which had firft lott 
the Joy and ravifhing Delights of God’s holy 
Prefence. *So that we conclude, Firft, That 
of thofe’many excelient Employments already 
mentioned, as worthy to poffefs fuch: Minds 
as are inclined to thefe Vanities, there is {tore 
enough of Time, not only to take up their 
fpare Hours, but double fo much, and that 
with sgreat’ Delight, Diverfion and Pront, 
both to themfelves and others ;- were they 
but once weaned from vain and fruitlefs Fop- 
peries, anddid they butconfider, how great the 
Satisfaction, and how certain the Rewards are, 
which attend this, and the other Life, for fuch 
univerfal Benefits and virtuous Examples. The 
fecond Conclufion is, That what is alledged by 
me, can be difpleafing and ungrateful to none, 
but fuch as know not what it is to walk with 
God, to prepare for an eternal Manfion, to 
have the Mind exercifed on heavenly and good 
Things, to follow the Examples of the holy 
Men and Women of former happy Ages: 
Such ‘as know not Chrift’s Doétrine, Life, 
Death, and Refurrection, but only have their 
| Minds 
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Minds faftened to the Flefh, and by the Ob- 
jects of it are allured, deceived, and mifer- 
ably ruined : And laftly, that defpife Heaven, 
and the Joys that are not'feen, though Eter- 
nal, for a few perifhing Trifies that they do 
fee, though they are decreed to pafs away. 
Rom. 6,3 How thefe are baptized with Chrift, into his 
oe holy Life, cruel Sufferings, fhameful Death, 
13. and raifed with him to immortal Defires, 
Sah 327 heavenly Meditations, a divine new Life, 
13. growing into the Knowledge of heavenly Myf- 
Fr 3:12 feries, and all Holinefs, even unto the Meafure 
of the Stature of Jefus Chrift, the great Ex- 
ample of all; How (I fay ) thefe refemble 
molt neceffary Chriftian Qualifications, and 
what {hare they have therein, let their Confei- 
ences tell them upon a ferious Enquiry in the 
cool of the Day. 

§, 8. But in the next Place fuch Attire 
and Paftimes do not only fhew the exceeding 
Worldlinefs of People’s Inclinations, and 
their very great Ignorance of the divine Joys, 
but by imitating thefe Fafhions, and frequent- 
ing thefe Places and Diverfions, not only much 
Good is omitted, but a certain Door is opened 
to much Evil to be committed. As firft, 
precious Time, that were worth a World on a 
dying Bed, 1s loft: Money, that might be 
employed for fome general good, vainly ex- 
pended: Pleafure is'taken in meer Shame ; 
Lufts are gratified ; the Minds of People ali- 
enated from heavenly Things, and exercifed 
about meer Folly: Pride taken in Cloaths, 
firft given to cover Nakednefs, whereby the 
Creature is neglected, and the noble Creation 
of God difregarded, and Men become accept- 

able 
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able by their Trims and the Alamodenefs of 
their Dig and Apparel; from whence Re- 
{pect to Perfons doth fo naturally arife, chat 
for any to deny it, is to affrm the Sun [kines 
not at Noon-Day: Nothing being more noto- Jam.2. r. 
rious, than the cringing, fcrapirg, firing, °% 
and madaming of Perfons, according to tac 
Gawdinefs of their Attire, whichis derteftable 
to God, and fo abfolutely forbidden in the 
Scriptures, that to do it, is to break the whcle 
Law, and confequently to incur the Punifh- 
ment thereof. Next, What great Holes do 
the like Practices make in Men’s Eftates ? 
How are their Vocations neglected ? Young 
Women deluded? The Marriage-bed invaded ? 
Contentions and Family-Animofities begot- 
ten? Partings of Man and Wife? dif-inherit- 
ing of Children ? difmiffing of Servants ? On 
the other Hand, Servants made Slaves, Chil- 
dren difregarded, Wives defpifed and fhame- 
fully abufed, through the Intemperance of 
their Husbands ; which cither puts them upon 
the fame Extravagance, or, laying fuch cruel 
Injuftice to Heart, they pine away their Days 
in Grief and Mifery. + But of all thefe wretch- 
ed Inventions, the Play-Houfes, like fo many 
hellifh Seminaries, do moft pernicioufly con- 
duce to thefe fad and mifcrable Ends ; where 
little befides frothy, wanton, if not directly 
obfcene and prophane Humours, are repre- 
fented, which are of notorious ill Confequence 
upon the Minds of moft; efpecially the Youth 
that frequent them. And thus it is that idle 
and debauch’d Stagers are encouraged and 
maintained ; than which fearcely a greater 
Abomination can be thought on of that Rank 
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of Impicties, as will anon particularly be 
fhown; and truly, nothing, but the exceffive 
Pleature People take therein, could blind their 
Eyes from feeing it. 

§. 9. But laftly, the grand Indifpofitions of 
Mind in People to folid, ferious, and heavenly 
Meditations, by the almoft continual, as well 
as pleafant Rumination in their Minds, of thofe 
various Adventures they have been entertained 
with, which in the more Youthful can never 
mifs to inflame and animate their boyling and 
airy Conftitutions. And in the reit of the 
common Recreations of Balls, Mafques, 
Treats, Cards, Dice, &c. there are the like 
Opportunities to promote the like Evils. And 
yet farther ; how many Quarrels, Animo- 
fities, nay, Murders too, as well as Expence of 
Eftate and precious Time, have been the im- 
mediate Confequences of the like Practices ? 
In fhort, thefe were the Ways of the Gentiles 
that knew not God ; but never the Praétice of 
them that feared him: Nay, the more noble 
among the Heathens themfelves, namely, 
Anaxagoras, Socrates, Plato, Antifthenes, 
Heraclitus, Zeno, Ariftides, Cato, Tully, 
Epictetus, Seneca, &c. have left their Dif- 
guft to thefe Things upon Record, as odious 
and deftructive, not only of the Honour of 
the immortal God, but of all good Order and 
Government, as leading into Loofnefs, Idle- 
nefs, Ignorance and Effeminacy, the great 
Cankers and Bane of all States and Empires. 
But fuch is the latitudinarian Impudence of 
this Age, that they canonize themfelves for 
Saints, if not guilty of every Newgate Filth, 
and Kennel Impiety. And the pretended Fn- 
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nocency of thefe Things, fteals away their 
Minds from that which is better, into the 
Love of them: Nay, it gives them Conf- 
dence to plead for them, and by no means wili 
they think the Contrary: But why ? becaufe 
it isa Liberty that feeds the Flefh, and grati- 
fies the luftful Eye and Palate of poor Mor- 
tality: Wherefore they ‘think it a laudable 
Condition to be no better than the Beaft that 
eats and drinks but what his Nature doth re- 
quire, although: the Number is very fmall of 
fuch: So very exhorbitant are Men and Wo- 
men grown in this prefent Age. For either they 
do believe their Actions are to be ruled by 
their own Will; or elfe at beft, that not to be 
{tained with the vileft Wickednefs 1s Matter of 
great Boafting: And indeed it is fo, ina Time 
when nothing is too Wicked to be done. But 
certainly, it is a Sign of univerfal Impiety in 
a Land, when not to be Guilty of Sins the 
very Heathens loath, is to be Virtuous, yes, 
and Chriftian too, and that to no {mall Degree 
of Reputation: A difmal Symptom to a 
Country! But is it not to be greatly blinded, 
that thofe we call Infidels fhould deteft thofe 
Practices as Infamous, which People, that call 
themfelves Chriftians, cannot or will not fee 
to be fuch, but gild them over with the fair 
Titles of Ornaments, Decency, Recreation, 
and the like? Well, my Friends, if there 
were no God, no Heaven, no Hell, no holy 
Examples, no Jefus Chrift, inCrofs, Doétrine 
and Life to be conformed unto; yet would 
Charity to the Poor, Help to ‘the Needy, een a, 
Peace amongft Neighbours, Vifits to the Sick, jJ av 
Care of the Widow and Fatherlefs, with the 
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reft of thofe temporal good Offices already re- 
peated, be nobler Employment, and much 
more worthy of your Expence and Pains. Nor 
indeed is it to be conceiv’d, that the Way to 
Glory is fmooth’d with fuch Variety of carnal 
Pleafures ; for then Conviction, a wounded 
Prov. 18. Spirit,- a broken Heart, a regenerate Mind ; 
phj., n a Word, Immortality would prove as 
oo 51 meer Fictions as fome make them, and 
Mat. ç. 4. others therefore think them: No, thefe Practi- 
Luke 6. ces are for ever to be extinguifhed, and ex- 
ay pelled all Chriftian Society. For I affirm that 
oo *- to one, who internally knows God, and hath 
Pf. 40.8, 2 Senfe of his bleffed Prefence, all fach Re- 
Proy, 13. creations are Death; yea, more dangeroufly 
21:4 Evil, and more apt to fteal away the Mind 
Rom. 7. from the heavenly Exercite, than groffer Im- 


22. > = 1 : 
Heb. ıı. Pleties. For they are fo Big, they are plainly 
13. 14. feen;fo Dirty, they are eafily detected: 


13.16. Which Education and common Temperance, 
Rom. 1. a5 well as Conftitution in many, teach them to 
#5 °° 39: abhor ; and if they fhould be committed, they 
carry with them a proportionable Conviction, 
But thefe pretended Innocents, thefe fuppofed 
harmlefs Satisfactions, are more Surprizing, 
more Deftructive ;- for as they eafily gain an 
Admiffion by the Senfes, fo the more they 

retend to Innocency, the more they fecure the 

Iinds of People in the common Ufe of them; 
till they become fo infenfible of their evil Con- 
fequences, that with a mighty Confidence they 
can plead for them. 

§. 10. But as this is piainly not to deny 
themfcives, but, onthe contrary, to employ 
t John 2, o . . - i 
1g. 16, the vain Inventions of carnal Men and Women, 
17, tu gratify the Delire of the Eye; the En 
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the Flefh, and the Pride of Life; all which 
exercife, the Mind below the divine and only 

true Pleafure, or elfe, tell me what does: So 

be it known to fuch, that the heavenly Life 

and chriftian Joys are of another Kind, as hath 
already been expreft: Nay, that the true Dif- 
ciples of the Lord Chrift, muft be hereunto 
crucified, as to Objetts and Employrments that 
attract downwards, and that their Affections 
fhould be raifed toa more fublime and {piritual 
Converfation, as to ufe this World, even in 

its moft innocent Enjoyments, as if they ufed 

it not. But if they take Pleafure in any Thing 
below, it fhould be in fuch good Offices as 
before-mentioned, whereby a Benefit may re- 
dound in fome Refpect to others: In which | 
God is honoured over all vifible Things, the 
Nation relieved, the Government better’d, 
themfelves rendered exemplary of Good, and heb <6. 
thereby juftly entituled to prefent Happiness, apes 


=- 
me 
12 


Seat at his right Hand, where there are Joys 25, 29. 


and Pleafures for ever: Than which, there Prov. 10- 


can be nothing more honourable, nothing a 


more certain, World without End. 


CHAP. XVI 


§. 1. Luxury foould not be ufed by Chriftian’s, 
becaufe of its Inconfiftency with the Spirit of 
Chriftianity. §. 2. The Cup of which Chrift’s 
true Difciples drank. §. 3. O! Who will 
drink of this Cup? §. 4. An Objeétion 


anf[wered of the Nature of God’s Kingdom, 
and 


-a 


{weet Memorial with Pofterity, as well as to a Pfal. 57. 


232 No Crofs, no Crown. 


and what it Rands in. 5. Of the Frame 
of the Spirit of Chrift’s Dslr.. 


Luke 16. §. T. UT the Luxury oppofed in this 


1S. , Difcourfe, fhould not be allowed 
pyas 4 among Chriftians becaufe both that which in- 
- '> yentsit, delights in it, and pleads fo ftrongly 


Ch. 16. for it, 1s Inconfifteht with the true Spirit of 
20. Chriftianity ; nor doth the very Nature of the 
Ch.17.1. Chriftian Religion admit thereof. For there- 
Heb. 11, fore Wasit, that Immortality and eternal Life, 
24, 2s, were brought to Light, that all the invented 
26, 27. Pleafures of mortal Life, in which the Wearld 
Rom. 8. lives, might be denied and relinquifhed : And 
for this Reafon it is, that nothing lefs than im- 
rı. 12. menfe Rewards and eternal Manfions are pro- 
Heb. 12. mifed, that Men and Women might therefore 
}-2. be encouraged willingly to forfake the Vanity 
and flefhly Satisfaétions of the Warld, and en- 
counter, with Boldnefs, the Shame and Suffer- 
ings they muft expect to receive at the Hand 
of, it may be, their neareft Intimates and 
Relations. 

For if the Chriftian Religion had admitted 
the Poffeffion of this World in any other Senfe, 
than.the fimple and naked Ufe of thofe Crea- 

~ tures really given of God for the Neceffity and 
Convenience of the whole Creation: For In- 

me 16- ftance, did it allow all that Pride, Vanity, 
i TA a Curiofity, Pomp, Change of Apparel, Ho- 
ii H 1 nours, Preferments, Fafhions, and the cufto- 
Ph. 2.12. mary Recreations of the World, with whatever 
ua 3.1. Pay delight and gratify their Senfes? Then 
f N what need of a daily Crofs, a felf-denying 
PPO > Life, werking out Salvation with Fear and 
Neh. rg. Trembling, fecking the Things that are above, 
i having 
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having their Treafure and Heart in Heaven, Pf. 112.1 
no idle Talking, no vain Jefting, but fearing Ifa. 28. 
and meditating all the Day long, undergoing pi st 
! all Reproach, Genrer, hard Ufage, bitter Mock- 4 í 
ings and cruel Deaths ? What need thefe Luke 18. 
Things ? And why fhould they be expected in 23. 
order to that glorious Immortality and eternal- 
Crown, if the “Vanity, Pride,. Expence, Idle- feb: Mr 
nefs, Coneupifcence, Envy, Malice, and 33. 
whole Manner of Living among the (called ) Ch. r1 
Chriftians, were allowed by the Chriftian Re- 37-38- 
ligion ? No certainly, but as the Lord Jefus 
Chrift well knew in what foolifh Trifles and 
vain Pleafures, as well as groffer Impieties, the a = 
Minds of Men and Women were fixed, and a? 
how much they were degenerated from the | 
heavenly Principle of Life, into a luftful or 
unlawful Seeking after the Enjoyments of this 
perifhing World, nay, inventing daily new 
Satisfaétions to gratify their carnal Appetites, 
fo did he not lefs forefee the Difficulty that all 
would have to relinquifh and forfake them at 
his Call, and with what great Unwillingnefs they- 
would take their Leave of them, and be wean- # Luke6. 
ed from them. Wherefore to induce them to 20. 
it, he did not {peak unto them in the Lan- Ch. 12. 
guage of the Law, that they fhould have an à 
earthly Canaan, great Dignities, a numerous , 
Iffue, a long Life, and the s like : No, rather Ci ti 
the contrary, at leaft to take thefe Things in 13. 
their Courfe; but he fpeaks to them in an * Thef. 
higher Strain, namely, * ‘“ He affures them rh 

Z» 
“« of a Kingdom and a Crown that are Immor- 38, 
“‘ tal, that neither Time, Cruelty, Death, Jam. z. 5. 
pe — or Hell, with all its hat renters, John 15, 
t fhall ever be able to difappoint, or take a- ‘4 1): 

o < way, 
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-* way from thofe who fhould believe and 


“ obey Him”. Further, ‘* That they fhould 
“ be taken into that near Alliance of loving 


.“ Friends, yea, the intimate divine Relation 


+ ~ dear Beren, and Co-Heirs with Him 
“of all Celeftial Happinefs, anda glorious 


a I nmorbiligy® Wherefore if it be recorded, 
« That thofe mað heard not Mofes were to 


* die, much more they who refufe to hear 


- “© and obey the Precepts of this great and eter- 


“ nal Rewarder of all that diligently feek and 
‘© follow binasa 

§. 2. And therefore it was that he was 
pleafed to give us, in his own Example, a 
Taite of what his Difciples muft expect to 
drink deeply of, namely, The Cup of Self- 
denial, cruel Tryals, and moft bitter Afficti- 
ons : He came not to confecrate a Way to the 
eternal Reft, through Gold and Silver, Rib- 
bons, - Lovet Points, Perfumes, coftly Cloaths, . 
curious Trims, exact Dreffes, rich Jewels, 
pleafant Recreations ; Plays, Treats, Balls, 
Mafques, Revels, Romances, Love-Songs, 
and the like Paftimes of the World : No, no, 
Alas! But by forfaking all fuch Kind of Enter- 
tainments, yea, ` and fometimes more lawful 
Enjoyments too; and chearfully undergoing 
the Lofs of Æ on the one Hand, and the Re- 
proach, Ignominy, and the moft cruel Perfe- 
cution from ungodly Men on the other.» He 
needed never to have wanted fuch Variety of 
yorldly Pleafures, had they been juitable to 
the Nature of his Kingdom: For he was 
te mpted, as are his Followers, with no leds 
Bait than all the Glories of the World: But he 


that commanded to feck another Country, and 
£0 
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to layap Treafure in the Heavens that fade not 
away, andetherefore charg’ them, never to 
Be much inquifitive about what they foould Eat, 
Drink, or put om, becaule (faith he ) after 
thefe Things the Gentiles, . that know nat God, 
do feek , ( and Chriftians that pretend to know 
him too ) but having. Food and Rayment tkere- 
with be content: He, I fay, that enjoined 
this Doctrine, and led that holy and heavenly 


Example, even the Lord Jesus Curist, bad. 


them, that would be his Difciples, take up the 
fame Crofs, and follow bim. ... . 

§. 3. O who will foliow him ! Who will 
be true Chriftians? We muft not think to fteer 
another Courfe, nor to drink of another Cup 
than hath the Captain of our Salvation done be- 
fore us: No, for *us the yery Queftion he 
afked James and John, the Sans of Zebedee 
of old, when they defired to fit at his right 
and left Hand in his Kingdom, Are ye able to 
drink of the Cup T fhall drink of, and to be. bap- 
tized with the Baptifm ihat I am baptized 
withal? Otherwife no Difciples, no Chrifti- 
ans. - Whoever they are, that would come to 
Chrift, andebe right Chriftians, muft readily 
abandon every Delight that would fteal away 
the Affeĉtions of the Mind, and exercife it 
from the divine Principle of Life, and freely 
write a Bill of Divorce for every beloved Vani- 
ty ; and all under the Sun. of Righteoufnefs, is 
fo, compared with him. 

§. 4. But {ome are ready to object, ( who 
will not feem to want Scripture for their Lufts, 
although it be evidently mifapplied ) The King- 
dom of God ftands not in Vieats, or in Drinks, 
or in Apparel, (Sc. Anfw. Right; therefore 

If 
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it is that we ftand out of them. But furely, 
you have the leaft Reafon of any to object this 
to us, who make thofe things {9 neceffary to 
Converfation, as our not conforming to them, 
renders us obnoxious to your Reproach ; which 
how Chriftian, or refembling it is of the 
Righteoufnefs, Peace and Joy in which the 
heavenly Kingdom ftands, let the juft Principle 
in your, own Confciences determine. Our 
Converfation ftands in Temperance, and that 
ftands in Righteoufnefs, by which we have 
obtained that Kingdom, your Latitude and 
Excefs have no Share or Intereft in. If none 


‘therefore can be true Difciples, but they that 
> come to bear the daily Crofs, and that none 
_bear the Crofs, but thofe who follow the Ex- 


ample of the Lord Jefus Chrift, through his 


- Baptifm, and Afflictions, and Temptations ; 


and that none are fo baptiz’d with him, but 
thofe whofe Minds are retired from the Vani- 


* ties in which the Generality of the World live, 


and become obedient to the holy Light and 


- divine Grace, with which they have been en- 


lightened from on High, and thereby are daily 


- exercifed to the crucifying of every contrary 
. Affection, and bringing of Immortality to 


Light: If none are true Difciples but fuch, 
(as moft undoubtedly they are not ) then let 
the People of thefe Days a little foberly reflect 
upon themfelves, and they will conclude, 
That none who live and delight in thefe vain 
Cuftoms, and this un-Chrift-like Converfation, 
can be true Chriftians, or Difciples of the cru- 
cified Jefus: For otherwife, how would it be 
a Crofs? Or the chriftian Life matter of Diff- 
culty and Reproach? No, the Offence of pe 

Crols 
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Crofs would foon ceafe, which is the Power of 1 Cor. 1. 
God to them that believe; that every Luft '7> 18. 
and Vanity may be fubdued, and the Creature 
brought into an holy Subjection of Mind to the 
heavenly Will of its Creator. For therefore 
has it been faid, that Jefus Chrift was and 1s 
manifefted, that by his Holy, Self-denying 
Life and Doétrine, he might put a Baffle upon 
the proud Minds of Men, and by the Immor- yer. 25, 
tality he brought, and daily brings to Light, 28, 29. 
. he might ftain the Glory of their fading Refts 
and Pleafures; that having their Minds wean- 
ed from them, and being crucified thereunto, 
they might feek another Cotintry, and obtain 
an everlafting Inheritance: For the Things that Heb. 4. 
are feen are Temporal (and thefe they were, 1 to 12. 
and all true Chriftians are to be, redeem’d from 
refting in) but the Things that are hot Seen, 2 Cor. 4. 
are Eternal, thofe they ‘were, and all-are to 1, 7, 8. 
be, brought to, and have theit A ffections 
chiefly fixed upon. ` Dr ri 

§. 5. Wherefore a true Difciple of the Lord 
Jefus Chrift, is to have his Mind fo converfant 
about heavenly Things, that the Things of this 
World may be ufed, as if they were not: 
hat having fuch Things as are neceffary and . Tin 6 
convenient, he be therewith Content, without g. ; 
the Superfluity -of the World, whereby the 
Pleafure, that in Times ofIgnorance was taken 
in the Cuftoms and Fafhions of the World, 
may more abundantly be fupplied in the hidden 
and heavenly Life of Jefus: For unlefs there be Rom. 5 
an abiding in Chrift, it will be impoffible to 6, 7, 8. 
bring forth that much Fruit which he requires 
at the Hands of his Followers, and wherein his 
Father is glorified. But as its clear, that fuch 

as 
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as live in the Vanities, Pleafures, Recreations 
John 15. and Lufts of the World, abide not in bim, nei- 
= ther know him, (for they that know him, de- 
part from Iniquity ) fo 1s their abiding and 
delighting in thote bewitching Follies, the very 
Realon why they are fo ignorant and infenfible 
of him: Him who continually ftands knocking at 
Rev. 3. the Door of their Hearts, in whom they ought 
oa to abide, and whofe divine Power they fhould 
know to be the Crofs on which every beloved 
Luft and alluring Vanity fhould be fain and 
crucified ; that fo they might feel the heavenly 
Life to fpring up in their p ts,. and them- 
ha 3-15 felves to be quickened to feek the Things that 
ae 4: are above; that when Chrif {ball appear, they 
5. “might appear with bhim in Glory, who is over 


~ > all, God bleffed for ever. Amen. 


Cw A P. XVH. 


§. 1. The Cuftoms, Fafbions, €c. which make 
= up the Attire and Pleafure of the Age, are 
Enemies to inward Retirement. §. 2. Their 
End is to gratify Luh. §. 3. Had they been 
Solid, Adam and Eve had not been Happy, 
that never had them. §. 4. But the Conf- 
dence and Prefumption of Chriftians ( as they 
would be called ) in the Ufe of them, is Abo- 
minable. §. 5. Their Authors further con- 
demu them, who are ufually loofe and vain 
People. x 6. Moftly borrowed of the Ger- 
tiles, that knew not God, §. 7. An Objec- 
tion of their Ufefulnefs confidered and anfwer- 
ed, and the Olyeéiors reproved. §. 8. The 
bet Heathens abborring what pretended Chrif- 


trans 
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tians plead for. §. 9. The Ufe ef thefe Things 
encourages the Authors and Makers of them to 
continue in them. §. 10. The Odjection of 
the Maintenance of Families anfwer'd. None 
muft do Evil, that Good fhould follow: But 
better Employs may be found more ferviceadle 
to the World. §. 11. Another Oljettion an- 
fwered: Gov no Author ef their Inventions, 
and fo not excufable by bis Inflitution. §. 12. . 
People pleading for thefe Vanities, hew what 
they are. fin exbortation to be Weighty and 
Confiderate. A great Parts of the Way of 
true Difciplefhip, is io abandon this. School 
and Shop of Satan. “ 


§. a. N EXT, thofe Cuftoms and Fathi- 
k ons, which make wp the com- A 
mon Aitire and Converfaticn of the Times, co 
eminently obftruét the inward Retirement cf 
People’s Minds, by which they may come to 
behold the Glories of Immortality: Who in- Ecel. 12. 
ftead of fearing their Creator in the Days off’. 
their Youth, and feeking the Kingdom of Godoy on 
in the firft Place (expecting the Addition of 31. ~ ’ 
fuch other Things as may be necefiary and con- 
venient, according to the Injunctions of Ged, 
and the Lord Jefus Chrift,) as foon as they pr 4s 
can do any Thing, they look after Pride, Va- Tim 2, 
nity, and that Converfation which is -moft de- 16, 21, 
lightful to the Flefh, which becomes their =2. 
moit delightful Entertainment: All which do Eph. 4, 
but evidently beger luftful Conceptions, and ta ” 
inflame to inordinate Thoughts, wanton Dil-j3, 19, 
courfes, lafcivious Treats, if not at laft to2o. 
wicked Actions. ‘Fo fuch it is tedious and Chap. 
offenfive to fpeak of Heaven, or another ae om a 
id. 
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Bid themrefiect upon their Aétions, not gtieye 
the holy Spirit; confider of an eternal Doom, 
prepare for Judgment: And the beft Return 
that is ufual, is reproachful Jefts, prophane 
Repartees, if not direct Blows. ‘Their 
Thoughts are otherwife employed: Their 
Tite2, 3, Mornings are too fhort for them to wafh, to 
4, s. fmooth, to paint, to patch, to braid, tocurl, 
Eph. 5, to gum, to powder, and otherwife to Attire 
3, 4. and adorn themfelves; whilf their Afternoons 


2? Plays; where their ufual Entertainment is fome 
4, 4, Stories fetch’d “from the more approved Ro- 
Pfal. 12, mances; fome {trange Adventures, fome paf- 
2, fionate Amours, unkind Refufes, grand Impe- 
O diments, importunate Addreffes, miferable 
Chap. 6, Difappointments, wonderful Surprifes, unex- 
9. pected Encounters, Caftles furprized, impri- 
Jf. 5, 12. foned Lovers refcued, and Meetings of fup- 
e pofed dead ones: Bloody Duels, languifhing 
Ted. + Voices ecchoing from folitary Groves, over- 
3, 4... heard mournful Complaints, deep-fetch’d Sighs 
fent from wild Deferts, Intrigues managed. 

with unheard of Subtilty: And whilft all 
Things feem at the greateft Diftance, then are 

dead People Alive, Enemies Friends, Defpair 

turned to Enjoyment, and all their _Impoffibi- 

lities reconciled: ‘Things that never were, are 

not, nor ever fhall or can be, they all come to 

pafs. And asif Men and Women were too 

flow to anfwer the loofe Suggeftions of corrupt 
Nature; or were “too intent on more divine 
Speculations and heavenly Affairs, they have 

all that’s poffible for the moft extravagant 

Wits to invent, not only exprefs Lyes, but 

utter Impoffibilities to very Nature, on p> 

pofe 
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poke to excite their Minds to thofe idle Paffions, 
and intoxicate their giddy Fancies with fwel- 
ling Nothings, but airy Fictions; which not 
only confume their Time, effeminate their Na- 
tures, debafe their Reafon, and fet them on 
work to reduce thefe Things to Practice, and 
make each Adventure theirs by Imitation ; but 
if difappointed, (as who can ctherwife expect 
from fuch meer Phantafins ) the prefent Reme- 
dy is Latitude to the greateft Vice. And yet 
thefe are fome of their moft innocent Recrea- 
tions, which are the very Gins of Satan, to 
enfnare Peeple: Contrived moft agreeable to 
their Weaknefs, and in a more infenfible Man- 
ner mattering their Affections, by Entertain- 
ments moft taking to their Senfes. -In fuch 
Occafions, ’tis their Hearts breed Vanity, and 
their Eyes turn Interpreters to their Thoughts, 
and their Looks do whifper the fecret Infam- 
mations of their intemperate Minds; wander- 
ing fo long Abroad, till their lafcivious Act- 
ings bring Night home, and load their Minds 
and Reputations with Luft and Infamy. 

§. 2. Here is the End of all their Fafhions 
and Recreations, z0 gratify the Luft of the Eye, 
the Luft of the Flefb, and the Pride of Life: 
Clothes that were given to cover Shame, now 
wanta Covering for their fhameful Excefs; and 
that which fhould remember Men of loft Inno- 
cency, they pride and glory in: But the hun- 
dredth Part of thefe things .coft Man the Lofs 
of Paradife, that now make up the agreeable 
Recreation, ay, the Accomplifhment of the 
Times. For as *twas Adam’s Fault to feek a 
Satisfaction to himfelf, other than what God 
ordained: So it is the Exercife, Pleafure and 
R Terfection 
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Perfection of the Age, to fpend the greateft 
Portion of their Time in Vanities, which are 
fo far from the End of their Creation, namely, 
a divine Life, that they are deftructive of it. 

3. Were the Pleafures of the Age true 
and folid, Adam and Eve had been miferable 
in their Innocency, who knew them not: But 
as twas once their Happinefs, not to know 
them in any Degree, fo it is Theirs, that know 
Chrift indeed, to be by his eternal Power re- 
deem’d and raifed to the Love of Immortality : 
Which is yet a Myftery to thofe who live and 
have Pleafure in their curious Trims, rich and 
changeable Apparel, nicety of Drefs, inven- 
tion and imitation of Fafhions, coitly Attire, 
mincing Gates, wanton Looks, Romances, 
Plays, Treats, Balls, Feafts, and the like Con- 
verfation in Requeft: For as thefe had never 
been, if Man had ftaid at home with his Crea- 
tor, and given the entire Exercife of his Mind 
to the noble Ends of his Creation; fo certain 
itis, that the ufe of thefe Vanities is not only 
a Sign that Men and Women are yet ignorant 
’ of their true Reft and Pleafure, but it “greatly 
obftrucéts and hinders the Retirement of their 
Minds, and their ferious Enquiry after thofe 


t Cor. 6, Things that are Eternal. O, that there fhould 


T3. 
+i 35, 


be fo much Noife, Clutter, Haren 4 ral- 
fick, Curtofiry, Diligence, Pains and vaft Ex- 


1h 40,6.pence of Time and Eftate, to pleafe and gra- 


i Pee 1, 
FA. 


tify poor vain Mortality! And that the Soul, 
the very Image of Divinity it felf, fhould have 
fo little of their Confideration ! What, O what 
more pregnant Inftances and evident Tokens 
can be given, that ’tis the Body, the Senfes, 
the Cafe, a little Flefh and Bone covered with 
Skin, 
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Skin; the Toys, Fopperies, and very Vanities 
of this mortal Life and perifhing World, that 
pleafe, that take, that gain them; on which 
they dote; and think they never have too 
much Time, Love or Money, to beftow upon 
them. | . 

§. 4. Thus are their Minds employ’d; and Luke 8, 
fo vain are they in their Imaginations, and Prob 
dark in their Underftandings, that they not ~ we 
only believe them Innocent, but perfwade Chap. 
themfelves, they are good Chriftians all this 10, 17. 
while; and to rebuke them is worfe than He- Chap. _ 
refy. Thus are they Strangers to the hidden e " 
Life; and by thefe Things are they diverted bs es 
from all ferious Examination of themfelves ; Ifa. 58, 
and a little by-rote-Babble, with a forc’d Zeal, 1» 2, to 
of half an Hour’s Talk, in other Men’s Words, “ P 
which they have nothing to do with, is made mA my 
Sufficient ; being no more their States, or at2t. ” 
leaft their Intention, as their Works fhew, 2Tim. 3, 
than ‘twas the Young Man’s in the Gofpel, £ 6 
that faid, He would go, and did not. But alas! p 5 
Why? Oh, there are other Guefts! What“ 
ate they? Pharamond, Cleopatra, Caffandra, 
Clelia; a Play, a Ball, a Spring-Garden; the 
Park, the Gallant, the Exchange, in a Word, 
the World. Thefe Stay, thefe Call, thefe are 
Importunate, and thefe they Attend, and thefe 
are their moft familiar Affociates. Thus are 
their Hearts captivated from the divine Exer- 
cife; nay, from fuch external Affairs, asim- 
mediately concern fome Benefit to themfelves, 
or needy Neighbours; pleafing themfelves 
with the received Ideas of thofe Toys and Fop~ 
peries, into their loofe and airy Minds: And 
if in all Things they cannot practife them, 

R 2 becaufe 
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becaufe they want the Means of it, yetas much 
as may be, at leaft to dote upon them, be 
taken with them, and willingly fuffer their 
Thoughts to be hurried after them. All which 
greatly indifpofes the Minds, and diftracts the 
Sou.: of People from the divine Life and Prin- 
ciple of the holy Jefus: But as it hath been 
often faid, more efpccially the Minds of the 
Ih, cat Younger fort, to whom the like Divertifements 
ion 2,5. What is very fuitable to them, they become 
Eccl. 11, excited to more Vanity, than ever they thought 
am upon before ) are incomparably dearer than all 

that can be faid of God’s Fear, a retired Life, 

eternal Rewards, and Joys unfpeakable and 

full of Glory: So vain, fo biind, and fo very 

infenfible are Men and Women, of what truly 
Rom. 13, makes a Difciple of Chrift. O! That they would 


PIE 3 25 
Mat. 15, *. P . 
7, t04. all theje Vanities, ) for the coming of the 


Lord, leit being unprepared, and taken up with 
other Guefis, they enter not into bis everlafting 

Ref. P 
§, 5. That which further manifefts the un- 
lawfulnefs of thele numerous Fafhions and Re- 
creations 1s, that they are either the Inventions 
of vain, idle, and wanton Minds, to gratify 
their own Senfualities, and raife the like wick- 
ed Curiofity in others, to imitate the fame ; 
by which nothing but Luft and Folly are pro- 
meted: Or the Contrivances» of indigent and 
irnpoverithn’d Wits, who make. it the next 
Way for their Maintenance: In both which 
Refpedts, and upon both which Confiderations, 
they ought ta be detefted. For the firft licenfes 
exprefs Impiety; and the later countenances a 
wretched 


t 


(where their Inclinations being prefented with 


pender on thefe Things, and watch ( out of 
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wretched Way of Livelihool, and confequent- 
ly diverts from more lawful, more ferviceable, 
and more neceflary Himployments. That fuch 
Perfons are both the Inventors and Aétors of 
all thefe Follies, cannot be dificult to demon- 
ftrate: For were ıt poMble, that any one 
could bring us Father Adam’s Girdle, and 
Mother Eve’s Apron, what laughing, what 
fleering, what mocking of their homely 
Fafhion would there be? Surely their Taylor 


245 


would find but little Cuftom, although we Gen. 3, 


Read, ?twas God himfelf that made them Coats * 


of Skins. The like may be asked, ofall the 
other Vanities, concerning the holy Men and 
Women through all the Generations of holy 
Writ. How many Pieces of Ribband, and 
what Feathers, Lace-bands, and the like, did 
Adam and Eve wear in Paradife, or out of it? 
What rich Embroideries, Silks, Pomts, &c. 
had Abel, Enoch, Noah, and good old 
Abraham? Did Eve, Sarah, Sufannah, Eli- 
fabeth, and the Virgin Mary ufe to curl, 
powder, patch, paint, wear falfe Locks of 
{ftrange Colours, rich Points, Trimmings, 
jac’d Gowns, embroidered Petticoats, Shoes 
and Slipflaps lac’d with Silk or Silver Lace, 
and ruffed like Pigeons Feet, with ieveral 
Yards, if not Pieces of Ribbands? How many 
Plays did Jefus Chrift and his Apoftles re- 
create themfelves‘at? What Poets, Romances, 
Comedies, and the like, did the Apoftles and 


Saints make, or ufé'to pafs away their Time EP» 5,1, 
withal? I know they bid all redeem their Time,” ° : 


I, 


A 
> “+? 


to avoid foolifh Talking, vain Fefting, prophane 6, 
Bablings and fabulous Stories, as what tend to 2Tim.2, 
Ungodlinefs: And rather to watch, to. work out 19, 22- 


R 3 ; ibeir 
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Mat. 25, their Salvation with fear and trembling, to flee 

>p „ Joolifb and youthful Lufts, and to follow Righte- 

12, 13. %/nefs, Peace, Goodnefs, Love, Charity, and 

Col. 3, 1,40 mind the Things that are Above, as they 

2,3- would have Honour, Glory, Immortality and 
Eon 2, eternal Life. 

mT §. 6. But if I were afked, whence came 

they then? I could quickly Anfwer, From the 

Gentiles, that knew not God, ( for fome 

amongft them detefted them, as will be fhown) 

they were the Pleafures of an effeminate Sar- 

danapalus, a fantaftick Miracles, a comical 

Sriftophanes, a prodigal Charawxus, a luxurious 

Mriftippus ; and the Practices of fuch Women, 

as the infamous Clytemneftra, the painted 

Fezebel, the lafcivious Campafpe, the immo- 

deft Pofthumia, the coftly Corinthian Lais, - 

the moft impudent Flora, the wanton Ægyp- 

tian Cleopatra, and moft infatiable Meffalina : 

Perfons whofe Memories have ftuak through 

all Ages, and that carry with them a perpetual 

Rot: Thefe, and not the holy Self-denying 

Men and Women in ancient Times, were de- 

voted to the like Recreations and vain Delights. 

Nay, the mere fober of the very Heathens 

themfelves, and that upon a Principle of great 

Virtue, as is by all confeffed, detefted the like 

fally and wanton Practices. There’s none of 

tnem to be found in PLATO, or in SENECA’s 

Works: Pytuacoras, Socrates, PHo- 

CION, Zeno, é&c. did not accuftom them- 

felves to thefe Entertainments. The virtuous 

PreneLops, thechafte Lucretia, the grave 

Corneita, and modeft Ponria, with many 

others, could find themfclves Employment 

enough emangtt their Children, Servants and, 

i 4 >O Neigh: 
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bours: They, though Nobles, next their De- 
votion, delighted moft in Spinning, Weaving, 
Gardening, Needle-work, and fuch like good 
Houfe-wifery and commendable Entertain- 
ment: Who though called Heathens, ex- 
prefsd much more Chriftianity in all their 
Actions, than do the wanton, foolifh People 
of this Age, who notwith{tanding will be call- 
ed Chriftians. But above all, you Playmon- 
gers, whence think you, came your fo paf- 
fionately beloved Comedies? Than which, as 
there is not any one Diverfion, that’s more 
Pernicious, fo not one more in Efteem, and 
fondly frequented? Why I will tell you, their 


ra 


Great Grand-Father was an Heathen, and that | 


not of the beft Sort: His Name was Epr- 
CHARMusS. ’*Tis true, he is called a Philofo- 
pher, ora Lover of Wifdom ; but he was only fo 
by Name, and no more one in Reality than the 
Comedians of thefe Times are true Chriftians. 
"Tis reported of him by Surpas, a Greek 
Hiftorian, that he was the firft Man who in- 
vented Comedies; and by the Help of one 
PHormus, he made alfo fifty Fables. But 
would you know his Country, and the Reafon 
of his Invention? His Country was Syracufe, 
the chief City in Sicily, famous for the Infamy 
of many Tyrants; to pleafe and gratify the 
Lufts of fome of whom, he fets his Wits to 
work. And don’t you think this an ill Origi- 
nal? And is it lefs in any one to imitate, or 
juftify the fame, fince the more fober Hea- 
thens have themfelyes condemned them; nay, 
is it not abominable, when fuch as call them- 


felves Chriftians, do both imitate and juftify 


the like Inventions? Nor had the melancholy 
R 4 Tragedies 


Ko 
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Tragedies a better Parentage, namely, one 
Tuespis, an Athenian Poet; to whom they 
alfo do afcribe the Original of that impudent 
Cuftom of painting Faces, and the Counter- 
feit, or Reprefentation, of other Perfons by 
change of Habit, Humours, &c. all which 
are now fo much in Ufe and Reputation with 
the great Ones of the Times. To thefe let 
me add that poetical Amorofo, whom an in- 
ordinate Paffion of Love firft tranfported to 
thofe poetical Raptures of Admiration, ( ir- 
deed fordid Effeminacy, if not Idolatry ) they 
call him Aleman, or Alcina, a Lydian: He 
being exceedingly in Love with a young Wo- 


* man of his own Country, is faid to have been 


Obj. 2. 


the firft Perfon that gave the World a fight of 
that Kind of Folly, namely, Love-ftories 
and Verfes; which have been fo diligentiy 
imitated by almoft all Nations ever fince in 
their Romances, 

§. 7. Iknow that fome will fay, but we 
have many Comedies and Tragedies, Sonnets, 
Ketches, &c. that are on purpofe to repre- 
hend Vice, from whence we learn many com- 
mendable Things. ‘Though this he fhameful, 
yet many have been wont for want of Shame 
or Underftanding, or both, to return me this 
for Anfwer. Now I readily fhalt confefs, that 
“twas the next Remedy amongft the Heathens, 
again{t the common Vices, to the more grave 
and moral Lectures of their Philofophers, of 
which Number I fhall inftance two: Evri- 
PIDES, whom Suipas calls a learned, tragi- 
gal Poet; and Evroris, whom the fame Hif- 
torian calls a comical Poet. The firt was a 
Man fo chafte, and therefore fo unlike thole of 

our 
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our Days, that he was called Mr so ryn H 2 
or one that bated Women, that ts wanton ones, 
for otherwife he was twice Married: The 
other he characters as a moft fevere Reprehen- 
der of Faults. From which I gather, that 
their Defign was not to feed the idle, lazy 
Fancies of People, nor meerly to get Money ; 
but fince by the Means of loofe Wits, the Peo- 
ple had’ been debauched, their Work was to 
reclaim them, rendering Vice ridiculous, and 
turning. Wit againft Wickednefs. And this 
appears the ratner, from the Defcription given, 
as alfo that Evripipes was fuppofed to have 
been torn in Pieces by wanton Women; 
which doubtlefs was for declaiming againft 
their Impudence : And the other being flain in 
the Battle betwixt the Athenians and Lacede- 
monians, was fo regretted, that a Law was made, 
that fuch Poets fhould never after be allowed 
to bear Arms: Doubtlefs it was becaufe in lo- 
fing him, they loft a Reprover of Vice. So 
that the End of the approved Comedians and 
Tragedians of thole Times, was but tc re- 
form the People by making Sin odious: And 
that not fo much by a rational and argumen- 
tative Way, ufual with their Philofophers, as 
by fharp Jeers, fevere Reflections, and ren- 
dering their vicious Actions fhameful, ridicu- 
lous and deteftable; fo that for Reputation- 
fake they might not longer be guilty of them: 
Which tome is but a little fofter than a Whip, 
or a Bridewel. Now if you that plead for 
them, will be contented to be accounted Hea- 
thens, and thofe of the more diffolute and 
wicked Sort too, that will fooner be jeer’d, 
than argued out of your Sins, we fhall acknow- 


ledge 
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Jedge to you, that fuch Comedies and Trage- 
dies as thefe, may be ferviceable: But then 
for Shame, abufe not the Name of Jefus Chrift 
fo impudently, as to call your felves Chriftians, 
whofe Lufts are fo ftrong, that you are forc’d 
to ufe the low Shifts of Heathens to repel 
them: ‘To leave their Evils not for the Love 
of Virtue, but out of Fear, Shame, or Repu- — 
tation. Is this your Love to Jefus? Your Re- 
verence to the Scriptures, that through Faith 
are able to make the Man of God perfeét? Is 
all your Prattle about Ordinances, Prayers, 
Sacraments, Chriftianity, and the like come 
to this: that at laft you muft betake your felves 
to fuch Inftructors, as were by the fober Hea- 
thens permitted to reclaim the moft vicious of 
the People that were amongft them? And fuch 
Remedies too, as below which there is nothing 
but corporal Punifhment ? 

§. 8. This is fo far from Chriftianity, that 
many of the nobler Heathens, Men and Wo- 
men, were better taught and better difpofed ; 
they found out more heavenly Contemplations, 
and Subjects of an eternal Nature, to meditate 
upon. Nay, fo far did they outftrip the 
Chriftians of thefe Times, that they not only 
were exemplary by their grave and fober Con- 
verfation, but fer the publick Benefit, the 
Athenians, inftituted the Gynacofmi, or 
Twenty Men, who fhould make it their Bufi- 
nefs to obferve the People’s Apparel and Beha- 
viour; that if any were found immodeft, and 
to demean themfelves looly, they had_ full 
Authority to punifh them. But the Cafe is 
alter’d, "tis punifhable to reprove fich: Yes, 
its Matter of the greateft Contumely and Re- 

proach, 
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proach. Nay, fo Impudent are fome grown 
in their Impieties, that they fport themfelves 
with fuch religicus Perfons; and not only 
manifeft a great neglect of Picty, and a fevere 
Life, by their own Loofnefs, but their extreme 
Contempt of it, by rendering it Ridiculous 
through comical and abufive Jefts on publick 
Stages. Which, how dangerous it is, and apt 
to make Religion little worth, in the People’s 
Eyes, befide the Demonftration of this Age, 
let us remember, that ARIsropHaNes had not 
a readier Way to bring the Reputation of So- 
CRATES in queftion with the People, who 
greatly revenced him for his grave and virtuous 
Life and Doétrine, than by his abufive Repre- 
fentations of him in a Play: Which made the 
airy, wanton, unftable Crowd, rather part 
with Socrates inearneft, than SocraTEs in 
jet. Nor can a better Reafon be given, why 
the poor Quakers are made fo much the Scorn 
of Men, than becaufe of their fevere Repre- 
henfions of Sin and Vanity, and their Self- 
denying Converfation, amidft fo great Intem- 
perance in all worldly Satisfactions: Yet can 
fuch Libertines all this while ftrut and fwell 
for Chriftians, and ftrut it out againft Precept 
and Example; but we mut be Whimifical, 
Conceited, Morofe, Melancholy, or elfe He- 
reticks, Deceitvers, and what not? O Blind- 
nefs! Pharifaical Hypocrify! As if fuch were 
fit to be Judges of Religion; or that twere 
poffible for them to have a Sight and Senfe of 
true Religion, or really to be Religious; 
whilft darkened in their Underftandings by the 
God of the Pleafures of this World, and their 
Minds fo wrapt upin external Enjoyments, and 

the 
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the Variety of worldly Delights: No, In the 
Name of the everlafting God, you mock him and 
deceive your Souls , for the wrath of the almighty 
zs againft you all, whillt in that Spirit and Con- 
dition: In vain are all your Babbles and fet 
Performances, God laughs you to Scorn; bis 
Anger is kindling becaufe of thefe Things. 
Wherefore be ye warned to Temperance and 
repent. ; 

§. 9. Befides, this Sort of People are not 
only wicked, loofe and vain, who both in- 
vent and act thefe Things; but by your great 
Delight in fuch vain Inventions, you encou- 
rage them therein, and hinder them from more 
honeft and more ferviceable Employmerts. 
For what is the Reafon, that mot Commodi- 
ties are held at fuch exceffive Rates, but be- 
caufe Labour is fo very dear? And why is it 
fo, but becaufe fo many Hands are otherwife 
beftowed, even about the very Vanity of all 
Vanities? Nay how common is it with thefe 
mercenary Procurers to People’s Folly, that 
when their Purfes begin to grow low, they 
fhall prefent them with a new (and pretend- 
edly more convenient) Fafhion; and that 
perhaps, before the former coftly Habits fhall 
have done half their Service: Which either 
muft be given away, or new vampt in the Cut 
moft Alamode. O Prodigal, yet frequent Folly ! 

§. ro. Iknow Iam coming to encounter- 
the moft plaufible Objection they are uled to 
urge, when driven to a Pinch, viz. “ But 
« how fhall thofe many Families fubfift, whofe 
« Livelihood depends upon fuch Fafhions and 
«© Recreations as you fo earneftly decry?” 1 
Anfwer; Itis a bad Argument to plead pe 

tne 
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the Commifiion of the leat Evil, that never 
fq great a Good may come of it: Ti you and 
they have made Wickedncfs your Pleafure and 
your Proiit, pbe ye content, that it fhould be 
your Grief and Punifhmenr, till the one can 
learn- to be without fuch Vanity, and the 
others have found out more honeit Employ- 
ments. ` lis the Vanity of the few great Ones, 
that makes fo much To:l for the many Small; 
and the great Exceis of the One, occafions the 
ereat Labour of the Other. Would Men 
learn to. be contented with few Things, fuch 
as are neceflary and convenient, the ancient 
Chrittian Life, all Things might be at a 
cheaper Rate, and Men might live for lictle. 
If the Lanciords had lefs Lufts to fatisfy, the 
Tenants might have lefs Rent to pay, and turn 
from Poor to Rich, whereby they might be 
abie to find more honeft and domeftick Em- 
pwyments for their Children, than becoming 
Sharpers, and living by their Wits, which is 
but a better Word tor their Sins. And if the 
Report of the more intelligent in Huíbandry 
Dg credible, Lands are generally improveable 
Ten in Twenty: And were there more Hands 
about more lawful and ferviceable Manufactures, 
they would be Cheaper and greater Vent might 
be made of them, by which a Benefit would 
redound to the World in general: Nay, the 
Burden lies the heavier upon the laborious 
Country, that fo many Hands and Shoulders 
(as have the Luft-Caterers of the Cities ) 
fhould be wanting to the Plow and ufeful 
Hufbandry. If Men never think themfelves 
rich enough, they may never mifs of Trouble 
and Employment; but thofe who can take 
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the primitive State, and God’s Creation for 
their Model, may learn with a little to be con- 
tented ; as knowing that Defires after Wealth, 
do not only prevent or deftroy true Faith, but 
when got, increafe Snares and Trouble. Itis 
no evil to repent of Evil, but that can’t be, 
whilft Men maintain what they fhould repent 
of: Itis a bad Argument to avoid Temperance, 
or juftify the contrary, becaufe otherwife the 
Actors and Inventors of Excefs would want a 
Livelihood; fince to feed them that Way, is 
to nurfe the Caufe, inftead of ftarving it. Let 
fuch of thofe Vanity-Huckfters as have got 
fufficient, be contented to retreat, and {pend it 
more honeftly than they have got it; and fuch 
as really are Poor, be rather help’d by Charity 
to better Callings: ‘This were more Prudent, 
nay, Chriftian, than to confume Money upon 
fuch foolifh Toys and Fopperies. Publick 
Work-houfes would be effeétual Remedies to 
all thefe lazy and luftful Diftempers, with more 
Profit, and a better Confcience. ‘Therefore 
it is that we cannot, we dare not fquare 
our Converfation by the World’s: No, but 
by our Plainnefs and Moderation to teftify 
againft fuch extravagant Vanities; and by our 
grave and fteady Life to manifeft our Diflike, 
on God’s behalf, to fuch intemperate and 
wanton Curiofity; yea, to deny our felves, 
what otherwife perhaps, we lawfully could ufe 
with a juft Indifferency, if not Satisfaction, 
becaufe of that Abufe that is amongft the 
Generality. 

§. 11. I know, that {fome are ready farther 
to objet; “* Hath God given us thefe Enjoy- 
‘“ ments on Purpofe to damn us, if-we ufe 

« them? 
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& them ? Anfw. But to fuch miferable, poor, 
filly Souls, who would rather charge the moft 
high and holy God, with the Invention or 
Creation of their dirty Vanities, than want a 
Plea to juftify their own Practice, not knowing 
how for Shame, or Fear, or Love, to throw 
them off; I Anfwer, That what God made 
for Man’s Ufe, wasgood, and what the bleffed 
Lord Jefus Chrift allowed, or enjoyned, or 
gave us in his moft heavenly Example, is tobe 
obferved, believed, and practifed. But in the 
whole Catalogue, the Scriptures give of both, 
I never found the Attires, Recreations and 


Way of Living, fo much in Requeft with the ' 


generality of the Chriftians, of thefe Times: 
No, certainly God created Man an holy, wife, 
fober, grave, and reafonable Creature, fit to 
govern himfelf and the World ; but Divinity 
was then the great Object of his Reafon and 
Pleafure ; all external Enjoyments of God’s 
giving being for Neceffity, Convenience, and 
lawful Delight, with this Provifo too, That 
the Almighty was to be feen, and fenfibly en- 
joy’d and reverenced, in every one of them. 
But how very wide the Chriftians of thefe 
Times, are from this primitive Inftitution, is 
not difficult to determine, although they make 
fuch loud Pretenfions to that moft holy Jefus, 
who not only gave the World a certain Evi- 
dence of an happy Reftoration, by his own 
coming, but promifed’his Affiftance to all that 
would follow him in the Self-denial and Way 


John 8, 


IZ. 


of his holy Crofs; and therefore hath fo fe- Ch. 15, 
verely enjoyn’d no lefs on all, as they would © 7» 8- 


be everlaftingly faved. But whether the Minds 
ef Men and Women, are not as profoundly 
involvec 
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involved in all Excefs and Vanity, as thofe who 

know him not any farther than by Hear-fay ? 

And whether being thus banifhed the Prefence 

of the Lord, by their greedy feeking the 
Things that are below, and thereby having 

loft the Tafte of divine Pleafure, they have not 
feigned to themfelves an imaginary Pleafure, to 

quiet or {mother Confcience, and pafs their 

‘Time without that Anguith and Trouble, which 

| are the Confequences of Sin, that fo they 
Rom. 2, might be at Eafe and Security while in the 
a World, let their own Confciences declare. 

arm, ~ ; : 

6. Adam’s Temptation is reprefented by the 
Mark 13, Fruit of a Tree, thereby intimating the great 
33, 34, Influence, external Objects, as they exceed in 
35» 30 Beauty, carry with them upon our Senfes : So 
a that unlefs the Mind keep upon its conftant 
Watch, fo prevalent are viitble Things, that 

hard itis for one to efcape being enfnared in 

them ; and he fhall need to be only fometimes 
entrap’d to caft fo thick a Vail of Darknefs o- 

ver the Mind, that not only it fhall with Plea- 

fure continue in its Fetters to Luft and. Vanity, 

but proudly cenfure fuch as refufe to wear 

them, ftrongly pleading for them, as fervicea- 

ble and convenient. That ftrange Paffion do 
perifhing Objects raife in thofe Minds, where 

Way is made, and Entertainment given to 

them. But Chrit Jefus. is manifefted in us, 

1 Johnz, and hath given unto us a Tafte and Under- 
20. ftanding of him that is true; and to All, fuch 
a Proportion of his good Spirit, as is fufficient, 

would they cbcy it, to redeem their Minds 

from that Captivity they have-been in, to Luft 

and Vanity, and entirely ranfom them from 

che Deminion ef al! vifible Objects, and what- 

loever 
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foever may gratify the Defires of the Eye, the 
Luft of the Blof, and the Pride of Life, that 
they might be regenerated in their Minds, chang- 
ed in ther Affeftions, and have their whole 
Hearts fet on T. Bex: that are above, where Moth 
nor Ruf can never pafs, or enter, to harm or 
deftroy. 

§. 12. But ’tis a 1 toanifed Sign, of what 
Mold and Make thofe Perfons are, who prac- 
tice and plead for fuch A®gyptian fhameful 
Rags, as Pleafures. It’s to be hoped that they - 
never knew, orto be feared they have forgot 
the humble, plain, meek, holy, felf-denying 
and exemplary Life, which the eternal Spirit 
fanctifies all obedient Hearts into; yea, it’s in- 
dubitable, that either fuch always have been ~ rs 
Ignorant, or elfe that they have loft Sight of Eph. ‘s, 
that good Land, that heavenly Country and 8,9, 10, 
bleffed | Inheritance, they once had fome glim- koa 
mering Profpect of. O that they would but *” 
withdraw awhile, fit down, weigh and con- 
fider with themfelves, where they are, and 
whofe Work and Will they are doing! That 
they would once believe the Devil hath not a 
Stratagem more pernicious to their immortal 
Souls, than this of exercifing their Minds in 
the foolifh Fafhions and wanton Recreations of 
the Times! Great and grofs Impieties beget a 
Deteftation in the Opinion of fober Education 
and Reputation ; and therefore fince the Devil 
rightly fees fuch "Things have no Succefs with 
many, it is ‘his next, and fataleft Defign, to 
find fome other Entertainments, that carry lefs 
sof Infection in their Looks, though more 
of Security, becaufe lefs of Scandal and more 
iof Eleafūre in their aes on purpofe a 

buty 
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bufy and arreft People from a diligent Search 
and Enquiry after thofe Matters which necefia- 
rily concern their eternal Peace: That being 
ignorant of the heavenly Life, they may not 
be induced to prefs after it; but being only 
formally Religious, according to the Tradi- 
tions and Precepts of others, proceed to their 
common Pleafures, and find no Check there- 
from ( their Religion and Converfation for the 
moft Part agreeing well together ) whereby an 
Improvement in the Knowledge of God, a go- 
ingon from Grace to Grace, a growing to tie 
Meafure of the Stature of Jefus Chrift himfelf, 
isnot known : But as it was in the Beginning 
at Seven, fo it is at Seventy; nay, not fo In- 
nocent, unlefs by Reafon of the old Saying, 
old Men are twice Children. Oh! the Myftery 
of Godlinefs, the heavenly Life, the true 
Chriftian, are another Thing! Wherefore we 
conclude that as the Defign of the Devil 
( where he cannot involve and draw into grofs 
Sin) is, to bufy, delight, and allure the Minds 
of Men and Women by more feeming inno- 
cent Entertainments, on purpofe that he may 
more eafily fecure them from minding their 
Duty and Progrefs, and Obedience to the only 
true God, which is eternal Life; and thereby 
take up their Minds from heavenly and eternal] 
Things: So thefe who would be delivered 
from thefe Snares, fhould mind the holy, juft, 
grave and felf-denying Teachings of God’s 
Grace and Spirit in themfelves, that they may 
reject and for ever abandon the like Vanity and 
Evil ; and, by a reformed Converfation, con- 
demn the World of its Intemperance : So will 
the true Difciplefhip be obtained ; for other- 

l wife 


No Crofs, no Crown, 


wife many enormous Confequences, and per- 
nicious Effects will follow. °T is to encourage 
fuch impious Perfons to continue and proceed 
in the like Trades of feeding the People’s 
Lufts, and thereby fuch make themfelves Par- 
takers of their Plagues: Who by continual 
freh Defires to the like Curiofities, and that 
Way of fpending Time and Eftate, induce 
them to {pend more Time in ftudying how ‘to 
abule Time ; left, through their pinching and 
{mall Allowance, thofe Prodigals fhould call 
their Father’s Houfe to mind ; for whatfoever 
any think, more pleafant Baits, alluring Ob- 
jects, grateful Entertainments, cunning Emif- 
faries, acceptable Sermons, infinuating Lec- 
tures, taking Orators, the crafty Devil has not 
ever had, by which to entice and enfnare the 
Minds of People, and totally to divert them 
from heavenly Reflections, and divine Medi- 
tations, than the Attire, Sports, Plays, and 
Paftumes of this godlefs Age, the School and 
Shop of Satan, hitherto fo reafonably con- 
demned. 


CHA P.’ XVIL 


§. 1. But if thefe Cuftoms, Ec. were but in- 
different, yet being abufed, they deferve to be 
rejected. §. 2. The Abufe is acknowledged 
by thofe that ufe them, therefore foould leave 
them. §. 3. Such as pretend to Serioufne/s, 
Joould exemplarily withdraw from fuch Lati- 
tudes: A wife Parent weans bis Child of 

' what it dotes too much upon, and we fhould 
watch over our felves and Neighbours, §. 4. 

S 2 God 
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God in the Cafe of the Brazen-Serpent, (Sc. 
gives us an Example to put away the ufe of 
abufed Things. §. 5. If thefe Things were 
fometimes Convenient, yet when their ufe is 
prejudicial in Example, they foould be difufed. 
§. 6. Such as yet proceed to Leve their un- 
lawful Pleafures more than Chrift and his 
Crofs, the Mifchief they bave brought to Per- 
fons and Eftates, Bodies and Souls. §. 7. 
Ingenious People know this to be true: Ap 
Appeal to God's Witnefs in the Guilty : Their 
State that of Babylon. §. 8. But Temperance 
in Food, and Plainnefs in Apparel, and fober 
Converfation, conduce moft to Good: So the 
Apoftle teaches in his Epiftiles. §. 9. Tem- 
perance enriches a Land: Tis a political 
Good, as well as a religious One in all Go- 
vernments. §. 10. When People bave done 
their Duty to God, it will be Time enough to 
think of pleafing themfelves. §. 11. An Ad- 
drefs to the Magiftrates and all People, bow 
to convert their Time and Money to better 
Purpofes. 


§. 4. U T fhould thefe Things be as in- 
different, as they are proved perni- 

ioufy unlawful (for I never heard any ad- 

vance their Plea beyond the Bounds of meer 
Indifferency ) yet fo great is their Abufe, fo 
univerfal the fad Effects thereof, like to an 
Infection, that they therefore ought to be re- 


jected of all, efpecially thofe,, whofe Sobriety 


hath preferv’d them on this Side of that Ex- 
cefs, or whofe Judgments ( though themfelves 
be Guilty ) fuggeft the Folly of fuch Intem- 
perance. For what is an indifferent Thing, 

ut 
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but that which may be done, or left undone? 
Granting, I fay, this were the Cafe, yet doth 
both Reafon and Religion teach, that when 
they are ufed with fuch an Excefs of Ap- 
petite, as to leave them, would be a crofs 
to their Defires, they have excceded the Bounds 
of meer Indifferency, and are thereby render- 
ed no lefs than Neceflary. Which being å 
Violation of the very Nature of the Things 
themfelves, a perfect Abufe enters; and con- 
fequently they are no longer to be confidered 
in the Rank of Things fimply indifferent, bur 
unlawful. . 

§. 2. Now that the whole Exchange of 
Things againft which I have fo earneftly con- 
tended, are generally abufed by the Excefs of 
almoft all Ages, Sexes and Qualities of Peo- 
ple, will be confeffed by many, who yet de- 
cline not to conform themfelves to them ; and 
to whom, as I have underftood, it only feems 
lawful, becaufe ( fay they ) The Abufe of others, 
foould be no Argument why we fhould not ufe 
them. But to fuch I Anfwer, That they have 
quite forgot, or will not remember, they have 
acknowledged thefe Things to be but of an 
indifferent Nature: If fo, (and Vanity never 
ure’d more ) I fay, there can be nothing more 
clear, than, fince they acknowledge their great 
Abufe, that they are wholly to be forfaken: 
For fince they may as well be let alone, as 
done at any Time, furely they fhould then of 
Duty be let alone, when the Ufe of them is an 
abetting the general Excefs, and a meer ex- 
citing others to continue in their Abufe, be- 
- caufe they find Perfons reputed Sober to imi- 
tate them, or otherwife give them an Exam- 
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ple: Precepts are not half fo forcible as 
Examples. 

§. 3. Every one that pretends to Seriouf- 
nefs, ought to infpect himfelf, as having been 
too forward to help on the Excefs, and can 
never make too much hafte out of thofe Incon- 
veniencies, that by his former Example he 
encouraged any to; that, by a new One, he 

T '4 may put a feafonable Check upon the Intem- 
End.  perance of others. -A wife Parent ever with- 
draws thofe Objects, however innocent in them- 
felves, which are too prevalent upon the weak 
Senfes of his Children, on purpofe that they 
might be weaned: And ’tis as frequent with 
Men to bend a crooked Stick as much the con- 
trary Way, that they migat make it ftraight at 
lat. Thofe that have more Sobriety than o- 
thers, fhouldnot forget their Stewardfhips, but 
exercife that Gift of God to the Security of 
their Neighbours, ’T was murdering Cain that 
Gen. 4, rudely. afked the Lord, Was he his Brother’s 
pi Keeper ? For every Man 1s neċeffarily obliged 
thereto ; and therefore fhould be fo wife, as 
fo deny himfelf the ufe of fuch indifferent En- 
yoyments, as cannot be ufed by him, without 
tog manifeft an Encouragement to his Neigh- 

bours folly. an 

§..4. God hath fufficienily excited Men to 

2 Kings what is faid; for in the Cafe of the Brazen- 
#8, 3,4- Serpent, which wasan heavenly Inftitution and 
Type of Chrift, He with great Difpleafure en- 
jeyned. it fhould be broke fo pieces, becaufe 

they were too fondand dating upon it. Yes, the 

yery Groves themfelves, however Pleafant for 
Situation, beautiful for their Walks and Trees, 

muft be cut down; and why ? Only becautfe 

-F i a. t they 
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they had been abufed to idolatrous Ufes. And 
what's an Idol, but that which the Mind puts 
an over Eftimate or Value upon ? None can 
benefit themfelves fo much by an indifferent 
Thing, as others by not ufing that abufed 
Liberty. | 

§. 5. If thofe Things were convenient in 
themfelves, which is a Step nearer Neceffity, 
than meer Indifferency, yet when by Circum- 
{tances they become prejudicial, fuch Conveni- 
ency it felf ought to be put up ; much more 
what’s but Indifferent, fhould be deny’d. 
People ought not to weigh their private Satis- 
factions more than a publick Good; nor pleafe 
themfelves in too free an Ufe of indifferent 
Things, at the Coft of being fo really prejudi- 
cial to the Publick, as they certainly are, whofe 
Ufe of them ( if no worfe ) becomes Exem- Pfa. 10, 
plary to others, and begets an Irnpatiency in 3» 4- 
their Minds to have the like. Wherefore it is 7!» 
both reafonable and incumbent on all, to make 
only {uch Things neceffary, as tend to Life 
and Godlinefs, and to employ their Freedom =P”: £- 
with moft Advantage to their Neighbours. So ~ 
that here is a twofold Obligation; the One, 
not to be exemplary in the Ute of fuch Things; 
which, though they may Ufe them, yet not 
without giving too much Countenance to the 
AAbufe and exceffive Vanity of their Neigh- 
bours. The other Obligation is, that they 
ought fo far to condefcend to fuch religious Rom. 14, 
People, who are offended at thefe Fafhions, 1. tothe 
and that Kind of Converfation, as to reject End. 
thet. «soap 4 r 
§. 6.. Now thofe, who notwithftanding 
what Ihave urged, will yet proceed ; what is 
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it, but that they have fo involved themfelves 
and their Affeétions in them, that it is hardly 
pofmfible to reform them ; and that for all their 
many Proteftations againtt their Fondnefs to 
fuch Fopperies, they really love them more 
than Chrift and his Crofs. Such cannot feek 
the Good of others, who do fo little refpect 
theirown. For, after a ferious Confideration, 
What Vanity, Pride, Idlenefs, expence of 
Time and Eftates, have been, and yet are? 
How many Perfons debauched from their 
firft Sobriety, and Women from their na- 


‘ tural Sweetnefs and Innocency, to loofe, airy, 


wanton, and many times more enormous Prac- 


` tices? How many plentiful Eftares have been 


over-run by numerous Debts, Chaftityenfnared 


- by accurfed luftful Intrigues? Youthful Health 
_ overtaken by the hafty Seizure of unnatural 


Diftempers, and the remaining Days of fuch 


. {pent upon ‘a Rack of their Vices procuring, 


and { made Slaves to the unmerciful, but ne- 
cefiary Effects of their owa inordinate Plea- 
fures? In which Agony they vow the greateft 
‘Temperance ; but are ne fooner out of it, than 
in their Vice again. 

§. 7. That ‘thefe Things are the Cafe, and 
almott innumerably mare, I am perfwaded no 
ingenious Perfon of any Experience will deny : 


- How then upon a ferious e a any that 


pretend Confcience, or the fear of God Al- 
mighty, can longer continue in the Garb, 
Livery and Coflveriation of thofe, whofe whole 
Life tends to little elfe, than what I have re- 
peated, much lefs join with them ïn their a- 
bominable Excefs, I leave to the juft Principle 
in themfelves to judge. No furely ! This is 
not to obey the Voice of God, who inall "a 

Hs 
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did:loudly cry,to all, Come out of { of what? ) Jer. so 
the Ways, Fafbions, Converfe gnd Spirit of Baby- a 
lon, What's that ?, The great City of all thefe ¢ 3, 3° 
vain, foolifo, wantoit, fuperfluous,, and wicked Amos 6. 
Praéiices, againft which the Serptures de- 3, 4, 5» 
nounce moft dreadful Judgments; afcribing all © 7- 
the Intemperance of Men and Women to the 
Cup of Wickednefs fhe hath given them to 
drink ; whofe are the Things indifferent, if 
they muft be fo. And for witnefs, hear what 
the Revelations fay in her Defcription: How Rev. 18. 
much foe kath glorified berfelf. and lived delici- 7 i 
oupy, fo mùch- Torment and Sorrow give her, 
And the Kings of the Earth, «who have lived 
delicioufly with ber, jhali bewarl and lament ber ; 
and the Merchants of the Larth fhall weep over 
ber ; for no Man buyeth their Merchandife azy . 
more: The Merchandife cf Gold, and Silver, Ve. 12, 
and precious Stones, and of Pearls, and fine 
Linen, and Purple, and Silk, and Scarlet, and 
all manner of Veffels of Ivory, and all -nanner of 
Veffels of moft precious Wood, and Cinnamon, and 
Odours, and Ointments, and Frankincenfe, and Ver. 14, 
Wine and Oil, and fine Flower, and Beajts, and 
laves, and Souls of Men. Behold the Cha- 
racter and Judgment of Luxury: And though 
I-know it hath a farther Significatign than what 
is Literal, yet there is enough to fhew the 
Pomp, Plenty, Fulnefs, Idlenefs, Eafe, Wan- 
tonnels, Vanity, Luft, and excefs of Luxury, 
that reign in her. But at the terrible Day, 
Who will go to her Exchange any more ? 
Who to her Plays? Who will follow her 
Fafhions then ? And who fhall traffick in her 
delicate Inventions? Not one; for fhe fhall 
he judged, No Plea fhall excufe, or refcue her 
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Ver. 8. from the Wrath of the Judge ; for firong is the 
Lord who will perform it. If yet thefe reafon- 
able Pleas will not prevail, however I fhali cau- 
tion fuch, in the Repetition of Part of Baby- 
lon’s miferable Doom: Mind, my Friends, 
more heavenly Things, haftento obey that 
righteous Principle, which would exercife and 
delight you in that which is Eternal ; or elfe 
with Babylon, the Mother of Lufts and Vanity, © 

Ver. ,4. toe Fruits that your Souls luft after hail depart 
from you, and ali Things which are dainty and 
goodly, foall depart from you, and you fhal! find 
them NO MORE: O Dives! No more. Lay 
your Treafures therefore up in Heaven, Oye 

Luke 12. Inhabitants of the Earth, where nothing can 

33, 34- break through to harm them; but where Time 

_ fhall fhortly be fwallowed up of Eternity ! 
§. 8. But my, Arguments againft thefe 
Things end not here , forthe contrary moft 
of all conduces to Good, namely, Temperance 

Col. 4.5.1n Food, Plainnefs in Apparel; with a meek, 

6. fhame-fac’d, and quiet Spirit, and that Con- 

1 Thef. verfation which doth only exprefs the fame in 

fpe 3, all godly Honefty : As the Apoftle faith, Ler 

1,2,3,4.%0 corrupt Communication proceed out of your 

Eph. 4. Mouth, but that which is Good to the Ufe of 

4 Edifying, that it may adminifter Grace to the 

i pa "5: Hearers, neither Filthinefs, nor foolifh Talking, 

2” > ior Felting, but rather giving of Thanks: For 
let no Man deceive you with vain Woras, becaufe 
of thefe Things cometh the Wrath of God upon 
the Children of Difobedience. And if Men and 

; Tim. 4. Women were but thus adorned, after «this 

pr) = truly Chriftian Manner, Impudence would foon 

16 to zo. receive a Check, and Luft, Pride, Vanity, 

"~~ and Wantonnels, find a Rebuke, They would 
no 
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not be able attempt fuch univerfal Chaftiry, or « Pet. 2. 
encounter fuch godly Aufterity : Virtue wouid 12- 
‘be in Credit, añd Vice afraid and afhame’, Er a 
‘and Excefs not dare to fhew its Face. Ther: 3 Chr 
would be an end of Gluttony, afid gaudinefs ot 13. 7. 
‘Apparel, flatrering Titles, and a luxurious Life ; Prev. 24. 
and then Primitive Innocency and Pla‘nnefs -E 
would come back again, and that platn-heart- 2 to o. 
ed, dowrneght, harmiefs Life would be reftor=!, Luke 12. 
Of not math caring what we foould Eat, Drink, 22- 30- 
or put on, as Chrift tells us the Gentiles did, nag 
and as we know this Age da'ly does, under all TY a 
its Talk of Religion: But as the Ancients, who Pf. 26.6, 
with moderate Care for Neceffaries and Conve- Mat. 25. 
niencies Of Life, devoted themfelves to the 2!- 
Concermments of a celeftial Kingdom, more 
minded their improvement in Righteoufnefs, 
than their encreafe in Riches ; for they laid 
their Treafure up in Heaven and endured Tri- 
bulation for an Inheritance that cannot be ta- 
ken away. 
~§. g. But the Temperance I piead for, is 
Not only relistoufly but politically Good: ’ Tis 
the Intereft of good Government to curb and Prov. 10; 
ebuke Exceffes : It prevents many Mifchiefs;4. ` 
Luxury brings Effeminacy, Lazinefs, Poverty Eccl. 10, 
and Mifery; but Temperance preferves the = 7 
Land. It keeps out foreign Vanities, and im- ` 
proves cur own Commodities: Now we are 
their Debtors, then they would be Debtors to us 
for our Native Manufaétures. By this Means, 
{uch Perfons, who by their Excefs, not Chari- 
, have deeply engaged their Eftates, may in 
hort Space be enabled to clear them from thofe 
acumbrances, which otherwife ( like Moths ) 
foon gat out plentiful Reyenues, It helps Pee 
fong 
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fons of mean Subítance, to improve their fmall 
Stocks, that they may not expend their dear 
Earnings, and hard-got Wages upon fuper- 
fluous Apparel, foolifh May-Games, Plays, 
Dancings, Shews, Taverns, Ale-houfes, and 
the like Folly and Intemperance; of which © 
this Land is more infefted, and which its 
rendered more Ridiculous, than any Kingdom 
m the World: For none I know of is fo in- 
feted with cheating Mountebanks, favage 
Morrice-Dancers, Pick-Pockets, and prophane 
Players and Stagers; to the Slight of Religion, 
the Shame of Government, and the great Idle- 
nefs, Expence and Debauchery of the People : 
For which the Spirit of the Lord is grieved, 
and the Judgments of the Almighty are at the 
Door, and the Sentence ready to be pronounc- 
Rey 22, ed, Let bim that is unjuft, be unjuk frill. 
it. Wherefore it is, that we cannot but loudly call 
upon the Generality of the Times, and teftify, 
both by our Life and Doétrine, againft the 
like Vanities and Abufes, if poffible any may 
be weaned from their Folly, and chufe the 
Prov. 21, good old Path of Temperance, Wifdom, Gravity, 
4: 29- and Holinefs, the only Way to inberit the Bief- 
fings of Peace and Plenty bere, and eternal 
fappine[s hereafter. 

§. ro. Laftly, Suppofing we had none of 
thefe foregoing Reafons jultiy to SP the 
Praétice of the Land in thefe Particulars; how- 
ever, let it be fufficient for us to fay, That 

ni ‘+ when People have firit learned to fear, worfhip, 
Pf. 37, and obey their Creator, to pay their ee d 


pP a eat 
4:2 gards, when the pale Faces are mare com- 
nuferated 
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miferated, the pinch’d Bellies relieved, and Pf. 79. 
naked Backs cloathed ; when the famifh’d Poor, n?o 

the diftreffed Widow, and helplefs Orphan, 7 3 
(God’s Works, and your fellow Creatures ) Prov. 22, 
are provided for; then I fay, (if then ) it7. 

will be Time enough for you to plead the !!2.3.14- 
indifferency of your Pleafures. But that the pes 
Sweat and tedious Labour of the Husband-.,° 29. 
men, carly and late, cold and hot, wet and Amos 5. 
dry, fhould be converted into the Pleafure, 11, 12- 
Eafe and Paftiine of a fmall Number of Men aed 4 
that the Cart, the Plough, the Thrath, fhould fh 3.16 
be in that continual Severity laid upon nine-1z7, 18. 
teen Parts of the Land, to feed the inordi-Jer. 7. 6. 
nate Lufts and delicious Appetites of the Rom. 12: 
Twentieth, is fo far from the Appointment of + ZA 9. 
the great Governor of the World, and God of. 
the Spirits of all Flefh, that to imagine fuch Pf. 40.4. 
horrible Injuftice as the Effects of his Determi- A¢s 10. 
nations and not the Intemperance of Men,}* 
were wretched and blafphemous. As on the 


other Side, it would be to deferve no Pity, noEph.6.9. 


Help, no Relief from God Almighty, for Peo- Col. 3. 
le to continue that Expence in Vanity and *5. ; 
Pleafire, whilft the great Neceffities of fuch; ~~ 
Objects go unanfwered ; efpecially, fince God James s. 
hath made the Sons of Men but Stewards to+4-. 5- 


each others Exigencies and Relief. Yea, foP! 41-1 


ftri& is it enjoyn’d, that on the Omiffion of “** 25° 


thefe Things, we find this dreadful Sentence 3e ” 
partly to be grounded, Depart from me ye James z. 
Curfed, into everlafting Fire, &c. As on the 15- '6- 
contrary, To vifit the Sick, fee the Imprifoned,*''** 
relieve the Needy, 8c. are fuch excellent Pro- 7 
erties in Chrift’s Account, that thereupon he 
wil] pronounce fuch Bleffed, faying, Come ye 
È | Bleffed 
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Bleffed of my Father, inberit the Kingdom prepar- 
ed for-you, &c. So that the Great are not (with 
the Leviathan in the Deep ) to prey upon the 
Small, much lefs to make a Sportof the Lives 
and Labours of the leffer Ones, to gratify 
their inordinate Senfes. 

§. I therefore humbly offer an Addrefs tothe 
ferious Confideration of the civil Magiftrate, 
That if the Money which is expended in eve- 
ry Parifh in fuch vain Fafhions, as wearing of 
Laces, Jewels, Embroideries, unneceffary Rib- 
bons, Trimming, coftly Furniture and Attend- 
ance, together with what is commonly con- 
fumed in Taverns, Feafts, Gaming, &c. could 
be collected into a publick Stock, or fomething 
in Lieu of this extravagant and fruitlefs Ex- 
pence, there might be Reparation to the brok- 
en Tenants, Work-Houfes for the Able, and 
Alms-Houfes for the Aged and Impotent. 
Then fhould we have no Beggars in the Land, 


‘the Cry of the Widow and the Orphan would — 


ceafe, and charitable Reliefs might eafily be af- 
forded towards the Redemption of poor Cap- 
tives, and Refrefhment of fuch diftreffed Pro- 
teftants as labour under the Miferies of Perfe- 
cution in other Countries: Nay, the Exche- 
quer’s Needs, on juft Emergencies, might be 
fupplied by fuch a Bank: This Sacrifice and 
Service would pleafe the juft and merciful God: 
Tt would be a noble Example of Gravity and 
Temperance to foreign States, and an unfpeak- 
able Benefit to ourfelves at Home. 

Alas! Why fhould Men need Perfwafions 
to what their own Felicity fo neceffarily leads 
them to? Had thefe Vitiofo’s of the Times 
but a Senfe of heathen Cato’s Generofity, they 

would 
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would rather deny their carnal Appetites, than 
leave fuch noble Enterprizes unattempted. But 
that they fhould Eat, Drink, Play, Game.and 
Sport away their Health, Eftates, and, above 
all, their irrecoverable precious Time, which 
fhould be dedicated to the Lord, as a neceffary 
Introduétion toa: bleffed Eternity, and than 
which ( did they but know it) no worldly 
Solace could come in Competition ; I fay, that 
they fhould be continually employ’d about 
thefe poor, low Things, is to have the Hea- 
thens judge them in God’s Day, as well as 
chriftian Precepts and Examples condemn them. 
And their final Doom will prove the more 
aftonifhing, in that this Vanity and Excefs are 
acted under a Profeffion of the Self- Denying 
Religion of Jesus, whofe Life and Doétrine 
are a perpetual Reproach to the moft of Chrif- 
tians. For he ( Bleffed Man ) was Humble, 
but.they are Proud; He Forgiving, they Re- 
vengeful; He Meek, they Fierce; He Plain, 
they Gaudy; He Abftemious, they Luxuri- 
ous; He Chaft, they Lafcivious; He a Pil- 
grim on Earth, they Citizens of the World : 
In fine, He was meanly born, poorly attend- 
ed, and obfcurely brought up: He lived de- 
fpifed, and dyed hated of the Men of his own 
Nation. O you pretended Followers of this 
crucified Jesus! Examine your felves, try 
your felves , know ye not your own felves, if 
He dwell not ( ìf He rule not ) in you, that you 
are Reprobates? Be ye not deceived, for God 


pentances ) fuch as you Sow, fuch you muft 
Reap in Gods Day. I befeech you hear me, 
and remember you were invited and entreated 

ro 


2 Cor. 
13. Ç. 


will not be Mocked, ( at laft with forced Re- W ER 


Rom. 2. 


Tit. 2. 
it, E 
13. 
Eph. 5. 
16. 


Rom. 2. 
7. @. 
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to the Salvation of God. I fay, as you Sow, 
you Reap: If you are Enemies to the Crofs 
of Chrilt, {< and you are fo, if you will not 
bear it, but do as you hft and not as you 
ought) if you are Uncireumeifed in Heart and 
Far (and you ae fo, 1f you will not*hear and 
open to him that knocks at the Door within ) 
and if you refift and quench the Spirit in your 
felves, that ftrives with you, to bring you to 
God ( and that you certainly do, who rebel 
againft its Motions, Reproofs and Inftructi- 
ons ) then you Sow to the Flefh, to fulfil the 
Lufts thereof, and of the Flefh will you reap the 
Fruits of Corruption, Woe, Anguifh, and Tri- 
bulation, from God the Fudge of the Quick and 
Dead, by Jefus Chrift. But if you will daily 
bear the holy Crofs of Chrift, and Sow'to the 
Spirit; ļf you will liften to the Light and 
Grace that comes by Jesus, and which hehas 
given to all People for Salvation, and fquare 
your Thoughts, Words and Deeds thereby 
( which leads and teaches the Lovers of it, žo 
deny all Ungodlinefs, and the World's Lufts, 
and to live Soberly, Righteoufly and Godly in 
this prefent evil World) then you may with 
Confidence Jook for the blefled Hope, .and 
joyful coming, and glorious Appearance of 
the great Gop, and our Saviour Jesus 
Curist. ‘Letit befo, O you Chriftians, 


and efeape ‘the Wrath to come! Why will 


you dic ? Let'the Time'paft fufhce : Remem- 


ber, That no Cross, wo Crown. ‘Redeem 


then the Time, for the Days are Evil, and 
yours but very few. Therefore Girdp the 
Loyns of your ‘Minds, be Sober, Fear, Watch, 
Pray and Endure to the End, calling to ay 

or 
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for your Encouragement and Confolation , 
that all fuch as through Patience and Well- 
doing wait for Immortality, fhail reap Glory, 
Honour and eternal Life, in the Kingdom of 
the Father ; whofe is the Kingdom, the Pow- 
er and the Glory forever. AMEN. 


The Endof te First Parr. 
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\ ended here; but that the Power, Exam- 
ples and Authorities have put upon the Minds 
of People, above the mof reafonable and prefing 
Arguments, inclined me to prefent my Readers 
with Jome of thofe many Inftances that might be 
given, in favour of the virtuous Life recom- 
mended in our Difcourfe. I chofe to caft them 
into three Sorts of Yeftimonies ( not after 
the threefold Subje& of the Book, but) fuitable to 
the Times, Qualities, and Circumftances of the 
Perfons that gave them forth, whofe divers 
Excellencies and Stations bave tranfmitted their 
Names with Reputation to our own Times. The 
firk Teftimony comes from thoje called Heathens, 
and fecond from profefs'd Chriftians, and the 
laft from retired, aged, and dying Men, being 
their laß and ferious Refiettions, to which no 
Oftentation or Worldly Interes could induce 
them. Where it will be eafy for the confiderate 
Reader to obferve how much the Pride, Avarice, 
and Luxury of the World, food reprebended in 
the Fudgments of Perfons of great Credit among ft 
Men., and what was that Life and Conduét, that 
in their mof retired Meditations, when their Sight 
was cleareft, and Judgment mof free and dif- 
abufed, they thought would give Peace bere, aná 
fay Foundations of eternal Bleffednefs. 


CHAP. 
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CHA P. AG 


The TESTIMONIES of feveral Ta 
oe, and Virtuous Perfonages among i 
Gentiles, urged again the Exceffes of tbe 
Age, in Favour of the Self-Denial, Ti empe- 
rance and Piety herein recommended. 


I. Among the GREEKS, Viz. 


§. Of Cyrus. §. 2., Artaxerxes. §. 3. Aga- 
thocles. §. 4. Philip. §. 5. Alexander. 
§. 6. Piolomy. §. 7. Xenophanes. §. 8. 
Antigonus. §. 9. Themiftocles. §. 10. 
Ariftides. §. 11. Pericles. .§..12. Pho- 
cion, §. 13. Clitomachus. §. 14. Epami- 
nondas. § 15. Demofthenes.. §. 16: 
Agaficles. §. 17. Agefilaus. §. 18. Agis. 
§. 19. Alcamenes. §. 20. Alexandridas. 
§. 21. Anaxilas. §. 22. Arion. §. 23. 

eArchidamus. §. 24. Cleomenes. §. 25. 
Derfyllidas. §. 26. Hippodamus. §. 27. 
Leonidas. §. 28. Lyfander,. §. 29. Pau- 
fanias. §. 30. Theopompus, Ec. §. 31. 
The Manner of Life and Government of the 
Tacedzemonians in General. .§. 32. Lycur- 
gus peir Lawgiver. 


I. Y R US ( than whom a greater 
a Monarch we hardly find in Sto- 

ry ) is moré famous for his Virtue, than his 
Rad ; and indeed it was that which gave him 
Power. God calls him his Shepherd : Now 
fet us fee the Principles of his Conduét and 
Life. So Temperate was he m hi sat 
3 4 that 
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that when Aftyages urged him to drink Wine, 
he anfwered, < I am afraid left there fhould 
‘ be Puifon in it; having feen thee reel and 
© fottifh after having drunk thereof.” And 
fo careful was he, to keep the Perfians from 
corruption of Manners, that he would not fuf- 
fer them to leave their rude and mountainous 
Country; for one more pleafant and fruitful, left 
through Plenty and Eafe, Luxury at laft might 
debafe* their Spirits. And fo very chaft was 
he, that having taken a Lady of Quality, a 
moft beautiful Woman, his Prifoner, he re- 
fufed to fee her, faying, ‘ I have no Mind to 
€ be a Captive to my Captive.’ It feems, he 
claimed no fuch Propriety ; but fhunn’d the 
Occafion of Evil. The Comptroller of his 
Houthold, afking him one Day, What he would 
pleafe to have for his Dinner? ‘ Bread (faid he) 
s for intend to encamp nigh the Water :’ 
A fhort and eafy Bill of Fare ; but this fhews 
the Power he had over his Appetite as well as 
his Soldiers ; and that he was fit to command 
others, that could command himfelf. Accord- 
ing to another Saying of his, ‘ No Man 
< (faith he) is worthy to command, who i. 
‘not better than thofe who are to obey :’ 
And when he came to die, he gave this Rea- 
fon of his Belief of Immortality, ‘ I cannot, 
s (faid he) perfwade my felf to think, that 
* the Soul of Man, after having fuftain’d it 
* felf, ina mortal Body fhould perih, when 
“ delivered out of it, for Want of it:’ A 
Saying of perhaps as great Weight, as may be 
advanced againft Atheifm, from more enlight- 
ned Times, 

T a §. 8. 
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§. 8. ARTAXERXES Muemon, being upon 
an extraordinary occafion reduced to cat Bayley 
Bread, and dried Figs, and drink Wager ; 
€ What Pleafure (faith he ) have I loft til 
t now, thtough my Deling avi Excefles ! 

§. 3. AGATHOCLES, becoming King of 
Sicily, from being the Son y a Potter, al- 
ways, to humble his Mind to his Original, 
would be daily ferved in earthen Veffels upon 
his Table: An Example of tium and 
Plainnefs. 

§. 4. Puirie King of Macedon, upon 
three Sorts of good Mer, arrived in one Day, 
feared too much Succefs might tranfport him 
immoderately ; and therefore prayed for fome 
Difappointments to f{eafon his Profperity, and 
caution his Mind under the Enjoyment of it, 
He retufed to opprefs the Greeks with his 
Garrifons, faying, ‘ I had rgther retain them 
t by Kindnefs, than Fear, and to be always 
¢ Beloved, than for a while Terrible.’ One 
of his Minions perfwading him, to decline 
hearing of a Caufe, wherein a particular Friend 
was interefted ; ‘I had much rather, ( fays he ) 
+ thy Friend fhould lof his Cavite, than I my 
t Reputation: Seeing his Son Alexander 
endeavour to gain the Hearts of the Macedo- 
nians, by Gifts and Rewards, * Canft thoy 
t believe, ( fays he) that a Man that thou haft 
t corcupted to thy Intcretts, will ever be 
e true go them? When his Court would haye- 
had him guarrel’d and corrected the Pelopon- 
# gfi tar gheir Ingratitude to him, he taid, 
+ Ry no Mans, for if they defpife and abut 
f me after being xind to them, what will they 


fe) 
4 dp it I do them į Hy wm; p A great Example 


‘of 
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of Patience | ina King, and wittily faid. Like 
to this was his Reply to the Embaffadors 
of Athens, whom he afked after Audience, 
If he could do them any Service ? and one of 
them furhly anfwering, < T he beft thou canft 
“< do us is, to hang thy Self ;’ He was nothing 
difturbed, though his Court murmured ; but 
calmly faid to the Ambaflador, ‘ T hofe who 
< fuffer Injuries, are better People, than thofe 
‘ who do them.’ To conclude with him, 
heing one Day fallen along the Ground, and 
feeing himfelf in that Potture, he cryed out, 
< What a {mall Spot of Earth, do we 
‘take up, and yet the whole World cannot 
< content us! 

§. 5. ALEXANDER, was very Temperate 
and Virtuous in his Youth: A certain Gover- 
nor having written to him, that a Merchant of 
the Place, had feveral fine Boys to fell; He 
returned him this Anfwer with great Indigna- 
tion, © What haft thou feen jn any Aé of 
* my Life, that fhould put thee upon fuch 2 
€ Meffage as this ?? And avoided the Wonfan, 
his Courtiers flung in his Way, to debauch 
him. Nay, he would not fee the Wife of 


Darius, famed for the moft beautiful Princefs. 


of the Age; which with his other Virtues, 
made Darius ( the laft Perfian King ) to fay, 
* If God has determin’ d to take my Empire 
f from.me, I with it into the Hands of Aley- 
qf ander, my yirtuous Enemy.’ He hated 
Covetoufnefs, for though he left great Con- 
quefts, he left no Riches; which made him 
thus to anfwer one that afk’d him dying, 
Where he had hid all his Treafres? < A- 
mong my Friends,’ fays he, He was 

wont 
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wont to fay, £ He owed more to his Mate 
<: for his Succ than to his Father for 
“ his Birth ; by how much it was lefs to live, 
c than to live Well? 

§. 6. Proromy, Son of Lagus, being re- 
proached for his mean Original, and his F riends 
angry that he did not refent it; * We ought, 
< ( fays he ) to bear Reprodelies patiently.” 

§. 7. XENOPHANES, being jeered for re- 
fufing to play at a forbidden Game, anfwered ; 
“T do not fear my Money, but my Reputa- 
“tion: They that make Laws, muft keep 
< them? A commendable Saying. | 

§. 8. ANTIGONUS, being taken Sick, he 
faid, * It wasa warning from God to inftruét 
“him of his Mortality.” A” Poet flattering 
him with the Title of the Son of God; he 


anfwered, ‘ My Servant knows the contrary.’ 


Another Sycophant telling him, that the Will 
of Kings is'the Rule of Juftice: © No, (faith 
she’) rather Juftice is the Rule of the Will of 
‘ Kings ;’ and being preftby his Minions to put 
a Garrifon i into Athens, to hold thë Greeks in 
Subjection, he anfwered, © He had nota 
< ftronger Garrifon than the Affections of = 
; “People. 

.9. THEMISTOCLES, after all the Ho- 
nour of his Life, fits down with this Conclu- 
fon, < That the Way to the Grave is more. 

c defirable than the Way to worldly Honours.” 
His Daughter being courted by one of little 
Wit and ¢ great Wealth, and another of little 
Wealth arid great Gordts ; he chofe the 
poor Man for his Son-in-Law ; ; for ( faith he) 
© I will rather have a Man without Money, 
© than aii without a Man ;. Bor 

© that 
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© that not Money, but Worth, makes the 
« Man: Being told by Symmachus, that he 
would teach him the Art of Memory; he 
gravely anfwered, j Fie had rather learn the 
“Art of Forgetfulnefs; adding, < He could 
© remember bikeh, Pat many Things he 
‘could not forget, which were necefiary to 
‘be forgotten; as the Honours, Glories, 
é Pleafares and Conquefts, he had {pent his 
< Days in, too aptto tranfport to vain Glory? 
~§. ro. ARISTIDES, a wife and juft Greek, 
of greateft Honour and Truft with the Athe- 
nians; he was a great Enemy to Cabals in Go- 
vernment: The Reafon he renders is, ‘* Be- 
e caufe, (faith he) Iwould not be obliged 
‘ to authorize Injuftice:’ He fo much hated 
Covetoufnefs, though he was thrice chofen 
Treafurer of Athens, that he lived and died 
Poor, and that of Choice: For being therefore 
reproached by a rich Ufurer, he anfwered, 
“ Thy Riches hurt thee, more than my Po. 
*“verty hurts me.’ Being once banifhed by 
a contrary Faction in the State, he pray’d to 
Gody that the Affairs of his Country might go 
fo well, as never to need his Return ; “which 
however caufed him prefently to be recalled. 
Whereupon he told them, ‘ That he was not 
€ troubled for his Exile with refpect to him- 
e felf, but the Honour of his Country.’ 
Themi jocles, their General, had a Project to 
propofe to render Athens, Miftrefs of Greece, 
but it required Secrecy: The People obliged 
him to communicate it tq /riftides, whofe 
Judgment they would follow. Ariltides having 
privately heard it from Tdemiftocles, publickly 
antyered to the People, € True, there was 
f £ nothing 
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‘< nothing more advantageous, nor nothing 
< more unjuft:? Which guafh’d the Project. 

§. 11. Ee EN as he mounted the Tri- 
bunal, prayed to God, that not a Word might 
fall from him, that might fcandalize the Peo- 
ple, wrong the publick Affairs, or hurt his 
own. One of his Friends praying him to fpeak 
falfly in his Favour: < We are Friends, ( faith 
* he ) but not beyond the Altar; meaning 
not againft Religion and Truth. Sophocles, 
being his Companion, upon Sight of a beauti- 
ful Woman, faid to Pericles, ‘ Ah! whata 
€ lovely Creature is that!’ To whom Pericles 
reply’d, ‘It becometh a Magiftrate not only 
“ to have his Hands clean, but his Tongue 
‘ and Eyes alfo.’ 

§. 12. PHocion, a famous Athenian, was 
honeft and poor, yea, he contemned Riches : 
For a certain Governor making rich Prefents, 
he returned them; faying, ‘1 refufed Alevan- 
‘ der’s” And when feveral perfwaded him 
to accept of fuch Bounty, or elfe his Children 
would want, he anfwered, ‘ If my Son be 
< Virtuous, J fhall leave hina enough; and if 
< he be Vicious, more would be too little.’ 
He rebuked the Excefs of the Athenians, and 
that cpenly, faying, _‘ He that eateth more 
‘ than he ought, maketh more Difeafes than 
t he can cure? Toondemn or flatter him, 
was to him alike. Demojthenes telling him, 
‘when ever the People were enraged, they 
evould kill him; he anfwered, ‘ And thee 
* alọ, when they are come to their Wits.’ 
He faid, * An Orator was like a Cyprels Tree, 

=~ fair and great; but fruitlefs.". Antipater, 
prefing him tp fubmis to his Senfe, he iy 
Ft 
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ed, © Thou can’ft not have me fora Friend 
< anid Flatterer too.” Seeing a Man in Office 


to fpeak much, and dolittle, he afked, *‘ How 


© can that Man do Bufinefs, that is already drunk 
* with Talking? After all the great Services 
of his Life, he was unjuftly condemned to die ; 
and going to the Place of Execution, lamented 
of the People, one of his Enemies Spit in his 
Face, he took it without any Diforder of Mind, 
only faying, ‘ Take him away.’ Before Ex- 
ecution, his Friends afk’d him, whether he 
he had nothing to fay to his Son? < Yes, faid 
“he, let him not hate my Enemies, nor re- 
< venge my Death: I fee it ts better to fleep 
‘upon the Earth with Peace, then with Trou- 
‘ ble upon the fofteft Bed: That he ought to 
© do that which is his Daty, and what is more, 
‘is Vanity: That he muftnot carry two Faces: 
< That he promife little, but keep his Pro- 
< mifes: The World does the contrary.’ 

§. 13. Crrromacuus, had fo great a Love 
td Virtue, and practifed it with fuch Exactnefs, 
that ifat any Time in Company he heard wan- 
ton or obfcene Difcourfe, he was wont to quit 
the Place. 

§. 14. Epaminonpas, being invited to a 
facrificial Feaft, fo foon as he had entered, he 
withdrew, becaufe of the {fumptuous furniture 
and attire of Place and People; faying, < I 
© was called at Leuctra to a Sacrifice, but I 
‘ find it is a Debauch.” The Day after the 
great Battle, which he obtain’d upon his Ene- 
mies, he feemed fad and folitary, which was 
~ his ordinary Temper; and being afk’d, 

ef 5 ? anfwered, < I would moderate the Joy 

yelterday’s Triumphs?’ A Theffalian 
General; 
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General, and his Collegue in a certain Enter-. 
prize, knowing his Poverty, fent him two 
thoufand Crowns to defray his Part of the 
Charges; but he feemed Angry, and anfwer- 
ed, ‘ This looks like corrupting me; con- 
tenting himfelf with lefs than five Pounds, 
Te “he borrowed of one of his Friends for 
hat Service. The fame Moderation made him 
refi the Prefents of the Perfian Emperor, 
faying, < They were needlefs, if he only de- 
< fired of him what was juft; if more, he was 
< not rich enough to corrupt him.’ Seeing 
a rich Man refufe to lend one of his Friends 
Money that was in Affliction; he faid, < Art 
< not thou afhamed to refufe to help a good 
< Man in Neceflity?? After he had freed 
Greece from Trouble, and made the Thebans, 
his Country-Men, triumph over the Lacedz- 
monians, ( till then invincible) that ungrateful 
People arraigned him and his Friends, undeér 
Pretence of acting fomething without Autho- 
rity: He as General, took the Blame upon 
himfelf, juftified the Action both from Necef- 
fity and Succefs, arraigning his Judges for 
Ingratitude, whilft himfelf was at the Bar; 
which caufed them to withdraw with fallen 
Countenances, and Hearts {mitten with Guilt 
and Fear: To conclude, he was a Man of 
great Truth and Patience, as well as Wifdom 
and Courage ; for he was never dbferved to 
Lyeun earnett; or in jeft. And notwithftand- 
ing the ill and rot Humours of the Thebans, 
aggravated by his incomparable Hazards and 
Services for their Freedom and Renown, it a 
reported of him, that he ever bore them 


tiently, «often faying, ‘ That she ought no 
< more 
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è more to be revenged of his Country than of 
< his Father.’ And being wounded to Death 
in the Battle of Mantine, he advifed his Coun- 
try-men to make Peace, none being fit to 
Command: Which. proved true. He would 
not fuffer them to pull the Sword out of his 
Body, till he knew he had gained the Victory ; 
and then he ended his Days, with this Expref- 
fion in his Mouth, ‘I dic contentedly, for it 
< is in Defence of my Country; and I am 
< fure I fhall live in the eternal Memory of 
‘ good Men.’ This, for a Gentile and a 
General, hath Matter of Praife and Example 


m it. 


§.. 15. DEMOSTHENES, the great Orator of- 


Athens, had thefe Sentences: ‘ That wife 
< Men {peak little, and that therefore Nature 
< hath given Men two Ears and one Tongue; 
‘to hear more than they fpeak.? To one 
that fpoke much, he faid, < How cometh it, 
< that he who taught thee to {peak, did net 
< teach thee to hold thy Tongue.’ He faid, 
of a covetous Man, ‘ That he knew not how 
to live all his Life Time, and that he left it 
< for another to live after he wasdead. That 
‘< it was an eafy Thing to deceive one’s felf, 
< becaufe it was eafy to perfwade one’s felf to 
< what one defired.? He faid, ‘ That Ca- 
* Jumnies were eafily received, but Time 
< would always difcover them. That there 
< was nothing more uneafy to good Men, than 
< 
ç 
< 
- 


A 


not to have the Liberty of {peaking freely : 
And that if one knew, what one had to 
fuffer from the People, one would never 
-meddle to govern them. In fine, that 
Man’s Mappinefs was to be like God, and 

to 
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“to refemble him, we muft love Fruth and — 
¢ Juftice.’ 

§. 16. Acasicites, King of the Laced&- 
monians ( or Spartans, which are one ) was of 
the Opinion, ‘ That it was better to govern 
< without Force:’ And, ( fays he) * The 
‘ Means to do it, is to govern the People as 
* a Father governs his Children.’ 

§. 17. AceEsttaus, King of the fame 
People, would fay, ‘ That he had rather be 
* Maer of himfelf, than of the greateft City 
< of his Enemies: And to preferve his own 
* Liberty, than to ufurp the Liberty of ano- 
‘ther Man. A Prince, fays he, ought to 
* diftinguith himfelf from his Subjects ‘by his 
. Virtue; and not by his State, or delicacy of 
* Life? Wherefore he wore plain, fimple 

loathing’; his Table was as moderate, and 
his Bed as hard, as that of any ordinary Sub- 
ject. And when he was told, That one Time 
er other he would be obliged to change his 
Fafhion ; ‘ No, ( faith he ) I am not given to 
¢ Change even ina Change: And this I do, 
< (faith he ) to remove from young Men any 
e Pretence of Luxury; that they may fee 
< their Prince practice what he counfels them 
‘to do.” He added, © That the Founda- 
‘tion of the Lacedzemonian Laws was, To 
‘ defpife Luxury, and to reward with Li- 
e berty : Nor, (faith he) fhould good Men 

* put a Value upon that which mean and bafe 
< Souls make their Delight.” Being flattered 
by fome with divine Honour, he afk’d them, 
c If they could not make Gods too? If they 
< could, Why did they not begin With them 
+ felves 2? aa The fame auftere et of 

Ire 


No Crofs, no Crown, 


Life made him refufe to have.his Statue ereét- 
ed in the Cities of Afia: Nor would he fuffer 
his Picture to be taken; and his Reafon is 
good ; < For (faith he) the faireft Portraiture 
‘ of Men is their own Actions.’ W hat- 
foever was to be fuddenly cone in the Govern- 
ment, he was fure to fet his Hand firft to the 
Work, like a common Perfon. He would 
fay, ‘ It did not become Men to make Pro- 
‘ vifien to be Rich, but to be Good.’ Be- 
ing afk’d the Means to true Happinefs, he an- 
fwered; < To do nothing that fhould make a 
¢ Man fear todie ? Another Time, * To 
< {peak well, and do well.’ Being called 
Home by the £phori, ( or fupreme Magif- 
trates, the Way of the Spartan Conftitution ) 
he returned, faying, ‘ It is not lefs the Duty 
¢ of a Prince to obey Laws, than to com- 
¢ mand Men? = He confetred Places of 
Truf and Honour upon his Enemies, that he 
might conftrain their Hatred into Love. A 
Lawyer afking him for a Letter to make 2 
Perfon Judge, that was of his own Friends ; 

< My Friends, ( fays he) have no need of 2 
€ Recommendation to do Juttice.’ - A 
Comedian of Note wondering that Agefleus 
faid nothing to him, afk’d, If he knew him? 
< Yes (faith he) I know thee, art not thou 
< the Buffoon Callipedes P? One calling the 
King of Perfia the Great King, he anfwered, 


< He is not greater than J, unlefs he hath - 


¢ more Virtue than I.’ One of his Friends, 
catching him playing with his Children, he 
prevented him thus; < Say nothing, till thou 
* art a Father too. ? He had great Care of the 
Education of Youth, often faying, € We 

U * muft 
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< mult teach Children what they fhall do when 
< they are Men.” The A‘gyptians defpifing 


him tecaufe he had but aimall Train and a 


mean Equipage; ‘ O (faith he) I will have 
€ them to know, Royalty confifts not in vain 
R Pomp, but in Virtue? 

§. 18, Acis, another King of Latede- 
monia, imprifoned for endeavouring to reftore 
their declining Difcipline, being afk’d, whether 
he repented not of his Defign ? anfwered, 
No; ‘ For (faithhe) good Action fitverrieed 
< Repentance.” His Father and Mother de- 
firing to grant fomething he thought Unjuk, 
he anfwered, ‘F obeyed you when I was 

€ young; I muft now obey the Laws, and 
‘ do that which is Reafonable’7 — As he was 
Jeading to the Place of Execution, one of his 
People wept, to whom he faid, ‘ Weep not 
‘for me; for the Authors of this unjuft 
€ Death are more in the Fault than I.’ 

§. 19. AtcameENes, King of the fame 
People, being afked, Which was the Way to 
pet and preferve Honour ? Anfwered ; * To 

‘ defpife Wealth.” Aoma wondering, 
Why, he refufed the Prefents of the Meffeni- 
ans? He anfwered, ‘ I make Confcience to 
* keep the Laws that forbid it.” To a Mi- 
fer accufing him of being fo referved in his 
Difcourfe, he faid, ‘ I had rather conform to 
‘< Reafon, than to thy Covetoufhets ; or, i 
‘ had rather be covetous of my Words, than 
< Money.’ 

§. 20. ALEXANDRIDAS, hearing an Exile 
complain of his Banifhment, faith he, < Com- 

‘ plain of the Caule of it ( to wit, his De- 


* ferts ) for there is nothing hurtful but 
- Vat. 


No Crofs, no Crown. 


€ Vice.’ Beingafk’d, Why they were fo long 
in making the Procefs of Criminals in Laceda- 
}? * Becaufe, (faith he) when they are 


monta 
* once dead, they are paft Repentance.’ This 
fhews their Belief of Immortality and eternal 
Bleffednefs; and that even poor Criminals, 
through Repentance, may obtain it. ~ 

§. 21. Anaxitas, would fay, ‘ That the 
< greateft Advantage Kings had upon otner 
< Men, was their Power of excelling them in 
< good Deeds.’ | 

§. 22. Ariston, hearing one admire this 
Expreffion, we ought to do good to our 
Friends, and evil to our Enemies; anfwered, 
< By no Means, we ought to do good to all; 
© to keep our Friends, and to gain our Ene- 
‘mies. A Doétrine, the moft difficult to 
Flefh and Blood, in all the Precepts of Chrift’s 
Sermon upon the Mount: Nay, not allowed 
to be his Doétrine, but both an Eye for an 
Eye, defended againft his exprefs Command, 
and often Times an Fye put out, an Eftate 
fequefted, and Life taken away, under a fpe- 
cious Zeal for Religion too; as if Sin could be 
chriftened, and Impiety entitled to the Doc- 
trine of Chrift: Oh, will not fuch Heathens 
rife up in Judgment againft our worldly 
Chriftians in the great Day of God ! 

§. 23. Arcuipamus alfo, King of Sparta, 
being afk’d, who was Mafter of Lacedeemonia, 


< The Laws ( faith he ) and after them, the 


Magiftrates.— One praifing a Mufician in his 
Prefence, ¢ Ah! (faith he) but when will you 
< praife a good Man ?? Another faying, 
< ‘That Man is an excellent Mufician; that’s 
© allone, (faith he ) as if thou would’ft fay, 

_ 2 * there 
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€ there isa good Cook :’ ‘Conia, both Trades 
of Voluptuoufnefs. omifing h 
{fome excellent, Wine; < y care not (faith ł 

< for it will only put my Mouth Ta 
¢ to my ordinary Liquor ; which it belni was 
Water. — Two Men chofe him an Arbitrator ; 
to accept it, he made them promife to do what 
he would have them: © Then (faith he) ftir 
< not from this Place till you have agreed the 
* Matter between your oe which was done. 
«~ Dennis, King of Sicily, fending his Daugh- 
ters rich Apparel, he forbad them to wear it, 
faying, ‘ You will feem to me but the more 
€ homely.’ This great Man certainly was 
not of the Mind to breed up his Children at 
the Exchanges, Dancing-Schools and Play- 
Houtes. 

§. 24. CLeomeEnes, King of the att Peo- 
ple, would fay; < That Kings ought to be 
e Pleafant; but not to Cheapnefs and Con- 
€ tempt.” He was fo juft a Man in Power, 
that he drove away Demaratus his F ellow-King, 
( for they always had Two) for offering to 
corrupt him in a Caufe before them, ‘ Left 
< (faith he) he fhould attempt others lefs able 
© to refift him, and fo ruin the State.’ 

§. 25. DERSYLLIDAS perceiving that Pyr- 
7bus would force a Prince upon his Country- 
Men, the Lacedemonians, whom they lately 
ejected, fteutly oppofed him, faying, ‘If 
“ thou art God, we fear thee not, becaufe we 
“ have done no Evil; and if thou art but a 
< Man, we are Men too.’ 

§. 26. Hrppopamus, feeing a young Man 
afhamed, that was caught in ‘bad Company, 
Re reproved him fhar ply, faying, * For Time 

‘ to 


No Cro/s, no Crows 


< to come keep fuch Company as thou need’ ft 
€ not blufh at.’ 
§. 27. Leonipas, Brother to Cleomenes, 
and a brave Man, being offered by Xerxes to 
be made an Emperor of Greece, anfwered, ‘ F 
'* had rather die formy own Country, than have 
* an unyuft Command over other Men’s.’ Add- 
ing, ‘Xerxes deceived himfelf, to think it a 
< Virtue, to invade the Right of other Mên.’ 
§. 28. Lysanper, being afk’d by a Per- 
fon, what was the beft frame of Government? 
© That (faith he) where every Man hath ac- 
< cording to his Deferts.? Tho’ one of the 
greateft Captains that Sparta bred, he had 
learned by his Wifdom to bear perfonal Af- 
fronts: ‘Say what thou wilt, (faith he) to one 
‘ that fpoke abufively to him) empty thy felf, 1 
< {hall bear it.” His Daughters were contracted 
in Marriage to femePertons of Quality, but he 
dying Poor, they refufed tomarry them; upor 
which the Epbori condemned each of them, in 
a great Sum of Money, becaufe they preferred 
Money before Faith and Engagement.’ 

. 29. Pausanras, Son of Cleombrotus, 
and Collegue of Lyfander, beholding, among 
the Perfian Spoils they took, the Coftlinefs of 
their Furniture, faid, ‘ It had been much bet- 
t ter if they had been worth lefs, and their 
s Mafters more.? And after the Victery of 
Platee, having a Dinner dreft according to the 
Perfian Manner, and beholding the Magnif- 
cence and Furniture of the Treat; © What 
$ (faith he) doth thefe People mean, that live 
* in fuch Wealth and Luxury, to attack ou: 
€ Meannefs and Poverty?’ — 
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§. 30. Tuzopompus faith, * The way ta 

‘ prefeive a Kingdom, is to embrace the 
€ Counfel of one’s Friends, and not to fuffer 
* the meaner Sort to be oppreffed. > One mak-* 
ing the Glory of Sparta to confiit in command- 
ing well, heanfwered, ‘ No, itis in knowing 
é how to obey well? He was of Opinion, 
‘ That great Honours hurt a State; adding, 
< That Time would abolifh great, and aug- 
€ ment moderate Honoursamong Men; mean- 
ing that Men fhould have the Reputation they 
deferve, without Flattery and Excefs. 

A Rhetorician brag gging himfelf of his Art, 
was pe ge by a Lacedemonian, ‘ Doft thou 
* call that Art (faith he) which hath not Truth 

° for its Object?’ Alfo- a Luacedzemonian be- 
ing prefented with an Harp after Dinner, by a 
Maufical Perfon, < I donot ( faith he) know 
* how to play the Fool.’ Anotherbeing afk’d, 
what he thought of a Poet of the Times, an- 
fwered, “ Goad for nothing but to corrupt 
‘ Youth.’ Nor was this only the Wifdom and 
Virtue of fome particular Perfons, which may 
be thought to have given Light to the dark 
Body of their Courts; but their Government 
was wife and jun and the People generally 
obeyed it ; making Virtue to be true Honour, 
and that Honour dearer to them than Life. 

§. 31. Lacep#monran CusToms, ac- 
cording to Plutarch, were thefe: ‘ They were 
< very temperate in their Eating and Drinking, 
‘ their moft delicate Difh being a Pottage 
< made for the Nourifhment of ancient People. 
< They taught their Children to write and 
' pa to obe y the Magiftrates, to endure 
* Labour, and to be bold i in Danger: The 

* Teachers 


£ 
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Teachers of other Sciences were not fo much 
as admitted in Lacedemonia. — They had 


t but one Garment, and that New but once a 


A 


A 


(< 
£ 
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A 


A 
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Year. — They rarely ufed Baths or Oil, the 
Cuftoms of thofe Parts of the World. — 
Their Youth lay in Troops upon Mats ; the 
Boys and Girls apart.— They accuftomed 
their Youth to travel by Night without Light, 
to ufe them not to k afraid. — The Old 
governed the Young; and thofe of them 
who obeyed not the Aged, were punifh’d. 


—— It was a Shame not to bear Reproof 


among the Youth; and among the Aged 
Matter of Punifhment not to give it. They 
made ordinary Cheer, on purpofe to keep 
out Luxury ; holding that mean Fare kept 
the Spirit free, and the Body fit for Action. 
The Mufick they ufed was Simple, without 
Art of Changings. Their Songs compofed 
of virtuous Teds of good Men, and ‘their 
Harmony mix’d Sich fome religious Exta- 
fies, that feemed to carry their Minds above 
the Fear of Death. They permitted nop 
their Youth to Travel, left they fhould cor- 
rupt their Manners ; and for the fame Rea- 
fon, they permitted not Strangers to dwell 
amoneft them, that conform’d not to their 
Way of Living. In this they were fo ftrict, 

that fuch of their Youth that were not edu- 
cated in their Cuftoms, enjoy’d not the Pri- 
viledges of Natives. They would fuffer 
neither Comedies nor Tragedies to be ated 
in their Country. They condemned a Sol- 
dier but for painting his Buckler of fevera] 
Colours : And publickly punifh’d a young 


s. Man for shaving learn’d but the Way toa 
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‘ ‘Town given to Luxury. They alfo banith’d 
an Orator for bragging that he could fpeak 3 
whole Day upon any Subject ; for they did 
not like much Speaking, much lefs for a 
bad Caufe. - They buried their Dead 
without any Ceremony or Superftition ; for 
they only ufed a red Cloth upon the Body, 
broidered with Olive Leaves: This Burial] 
had all Degrees. Mourning they forbad, 
and Epitaphs too. When they prayed 
to God, they ftrech’d forth their Arms, 
which with them was a Sign that they muft 
do good Works, as well as make good 
Prayers. They afk’d of God but two 
Things, Patience in Labour, and Happinefs 
in Well-doing.’ 

This Account is moftly the fame with 
Xenophon’s: Adding, * That they eat Moder- 
* ately, and in Common; the Youth mixed 
€ with the Aged, to awe them, and give them 
£ good Example. — That in Walking, they 
é would neither fpeak, nor turn their Eyes 
t afide, any more than if they were Statues of 
¢ Marble. The Men were bred Bafhful, as 
€ well as the Women, not fpeaking at Meals, 
<€ unlefs they were afk’d a Queftion. When 
* they were fifteen Years of Age, inftead of 
‘ leaving them to their own Conduét, as in 
- 
é 
ç 
c 
s 
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other Places, they had moft Care of their 
Converfation, that they might preferve them 
from the Mifchiefs, that Age 1s incident to. 
And thofe that would not comply with 
thefe Rules were not counted always honeft 
People. And in this their Government was 
Excellent; that they thought, there was nq 
greater Punifhment for a bad Man, than ~ 

i f be 
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© be known and ufed as fuch, at all Times, 
¢ and in all Places: For they were not to come 
£ into Company of Perfons of Reputation. — 
They were to give Place to all others ; to 
¢ ftand when they fat: To be PERY P to 
< every honeft Man that met them, of their 
© Converfation. That they muft keep 
< their poor Minared. That ufed not the 
‘fame Freedoms that honeft People might 
< wfe: By which Means they kept Vertue in 
s Credit, and Vice in Contempt. They ufed 
“all Things neceffary for Life, without Su- 
< perfluity, or Want; defp:fing ney and 
‘ fumptuous Apparel and Living: Judging 
€ that the bet Ornament of de Body, is 
«d Health, and of the Mind, Virtue. And 
€ fince ( faith Xenophon ) it 1s Virtue and Tem- 
€ perance, that renders us Commendable, and 
¢ that it is only the Lacedzemonians that Re- 
¢ verence it publickly, and have made it the 
Foundation of their Scate; their Government, 
of Right, merits Preference to any other in 
the World. But that (faith he) which is 
{trange, is, that all admire it, but none 
imitate it.” Nor is this Account and 
Judgment Fantattical. 

2. Lycureus, their famous Founder, 
and “Laweiver, inftilled thefe Principles, and 
by his Power with them, made them Laws te 
rule them. Letus hear what he did: Zycur- 
gus willing to retrieve his Citizens from a loxe- 
rious, to a virtuous Life, and fhew them how 
much good 
might ‘melioraté the State of Mankind, ap- 

lied himfelf to introduce a new Model of 
Government, perfwading them to believe, 
t That 
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€ and virtuous Anceftors, if haan Far not ex- 
s ercifed in a Courfe of Virtue, they would 
< like the Dog in the Kitchen, rather leap at 
< the Meat, than run at the Game.’ In fine, 
they agreed to obey him. The firft Thing 
then that he did, to try his Power with them, 
was, to divide the Land into equal Portions, 
fo that the whole laconick Country feem’d but 
the Lets of Brethren : This grieved the Rich ; 

but the Poor, which were the moft, rejoiced. 

—— He render’d Wealth ufelefs by Com- 
munity ; and forbad the Ufe of Gold a Sil- 
ver: He made Money of Iron, too bafe and 
heavy to make a Thief. He retrénch’d their 
Laws of Building, fuffering no more Orna- 
ment than could be made with an Hatchet and 
a Saw: And their Furniture was like their 
Houles. This Courfe difbanded many Trades; 
No Mercuant, no Cook, no Lawyer, 
no FLATTERER, no Divine, no ÅSTROLO- 
GER, was to be found in Lacedemonia. In- 
juftice was banifh’d their Society, having cut 
up the Root of it, which is Avarice, by i intro- 
ducing a Community, and making Geld and 
Silver ufelefs To prevent the Luxury of Ta- 
bles, as well as of Apparel, he ordainedypub- 
lick Places of Eating, where all fhould*pub- 
lickly be ferved ;  thofe that refufed to come 
thither, were reputed Voluptuous, and rce 
proved, if not corrected. He would have 
Virgins labour, as well as young Men, that 
their Bodies being ufed to Exercife, might. be 
the ftronger and healthier, when married to 
bring forth Children. He forbad that they 
fhould have any Portions, to the End, thar 
none 
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none might ma ke Suit to them for their 
Wealth, but Perfon and Worth : By which 
Means, the Poor went off as well as the Rich; 
and thar their Virtue might prefer them, they 
were denied to ufe any Ornaments. He would 
not let the young People marry, till they ar- 
rived at the Flower of their Ags, to the end, 
that their Children might be ‘Strong and Vi- 
gorous. Chaftity was fo General, and fo much 
in Requeft, that no Law was made againft 
Adultery ; believing, that where Luxury and 
the Arts leading to it, were fo Jeverely forbid, 
it was needlefs. He forbad coftly Offerings 
in the Temple, that they might offer often ; 
for that God regardeth the Heart, not the 
Offering. —— Thefe, and fome more, were 
the Laws he inftituted ; and whilft the Spar- 
tans kept them, ’tis certain they were the firft 
State of Greece, which lafted about five Hun- 
dred Years. It is remarkable, that he would 
never fuffer the Laws to be written, to avoid 
= Barretry ; and that*the Judges might not be 

tied Religiow'ly to the Letter of the Law, but 
left to the Circumftances of the Fat ; in which 
no Inconvenience was obferved to follow. 


I]. The Romans alfo yield us Inftances to 
our Point in Hand, vix. 


§. 2. Scipio Africanus. §. 3. 
tus. §. 4. Tiberius. §. 5. Vefpafian. 

§. 6. Trajan. §. 7. Adrian. §. 8. Marcus 
Aurelius Antoninus. §. 9. Pertinax. §. ro. 
* Pefcennius. §. 11. Alexander Severus. §. 
ax. 
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12. Aurelianus. §. 13. Dioclefian. §. 14. 
Julian. §. 15. Theodofius, 


$. 1. (NATO, that Sage Roman, feeing 

QÑ a luxurious Man loaden with Flefh, 
< Of what Service (faith he) can that Man be, 
€ either to himfelf, or the Common- Wealth ?’, 
One Day beholding the Statues of feveral Per- 
fons erecting, that he thought little worthy of 
Remembrance, that he might defpife the 
Pride of it: ‘ I had rather ( faid he ) they 
t fhould afk, why they fet not upa Statue to 
© Cato, than why they do.’ —He was aMan of 
Severity of Life, both Example and Judge. — 
His Competitors in the Government hoping to 
be preferred, took the contrary Humour, and 
mightily flattered the People: “This good Man 
defpifed their Arts, and with an unufual Fer- 
vency, cry’d out, ‘ That the Diftempers of 
< the Common-Wealth did not require Flat- 
€ terers to deceive them, but Phyficians to 
€ cure them,’ which ftruek fo great an Awe 
upon the People, that he was firft chofen of 
them all. The fine Dames of Rome be- 
came Governors to their Husbands; he lament- 
ed the Change, faying, ‘ It is ftrange that 
s thofe who command the World, fhould yet 
E be fubject to Women.’ ———He thought thofe 
Judges, that would not impartially punifh 
Malefactors, greater Criminals than the Male- 
factors themfelves: A good Leflon for Judges 
of the World. He would fay, § That it was 
< better to lofe a Gift than a Correction; for 
< (fays he) the one corrupts us, but the other 
< anftructs us.— That we ought not to fepa- 
¢ rate Honour from Virtue; for then there would 
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‘be few any more Virtuous.” He would fay, 
< No Man is fit to Command another, that 
¢ cannot Command himfelf. Great Men fhould 
€ be temperate in their Power, that they may 
€ keep it. For Men to be too long in Offices 


in a Government, 1s to have too little Regard _ 


€ to others, or the Dignity of the State. ‘They 
€ that do nothing, will learn todo Evil. That 
© thofe who have raifed themelves by their 
€ Vices, fhould gain to themfelves Credit by 
< Virtue. He repented him, that ever he 
¢ paffed one Day without doing Good. And 
€ that there is no Witnefs any Man ought to 
€ fear, but that of his own Confcience.? Nor 
did his Practice fall much fhort of his Prin- 
ciples. 

 §. 2. Scipro AFRICANUS, though a great 
General, loaded with Honours and Triumphs, 
preferred Retirements to them all, being ufed 
to fay, © That he was never lefs alone, than 
€ when he was alone? implying, thatthe moft 
bufy Men in the Werld, are the moft deftitute 
Of themfelves; and, that external! Solitarinefs 
gives the beft Company within. After he had 
taken Carthage, his Soldiers brought him a 
moft beautiful Prifoner; he anfwered, ‘lam 
* your General; refufing to debafe himfelf, 
or difhonour her. 

§. 3. Aucustus, eating at the Table of 
one of his Friends, where a poor Slave break- 
ing a Chryftal Veffel, fell upon his Knees, 
begging him, that his Mafter might not fling 
him to the Lampreys ; as he had ufed to do for 
Food, with fuch of them as offended him; 
Adguftus hating his Friend’s Cruelty, broke al! 
his Friend’s Chryftai Veffels, both an 
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his Luxury and his Severity. He neverrrecom- 
mended any of his own Children, but he always 
added, ‘ If they deferve it.” He reproved his 
Daughter for her Excefs in Apparel; and both 
rebuk’d and imprifon’d her for her immodett 
Latitudes. ‘The Pcople of Rome complaining, 
that Wine was dear, he fent them to the Foun- 
tains, telling them, ‘ They were Cheap.’ 

- §. 4. Tisifxius, would not fuffer himfelf 
to be called Lord, nor yet his facred Majetty : 
< For (fays he) they are divine Titles, and be- 
€ long not to Man.’ The Commiffioners of his 
Treafury advifing him to increafe his Taxes 
upon the People, he anfwered, * No, it was 
< fit to fhear, but not to flea the Sheep.’ 

§. 5. VESPASIAN was a great and an ex- 
traordinary Man, who maintained fomething 
of the Rojnan Virtue in his Time: One Day 
feeing a young Man finely drefs’d, and richly 
perfum’d, he was difpleas’d with him, faying, 
< Thad rather fmell the poor Man’s Garlick, 
< than thy Perfume; and took his Place and 
Government from him. A certain Perfon be- 
ing brought before him, that had confpired 


againft him, hereproved him, and faid, < That 


< it was God who gave and took away Em- 
«pires? Another Time conferring Favour 
upon his Enemy, and being afk’d, Why he 
did fo? he anfwered, * That he fhould re- 
< member the right Way.’ 
§. 6. Trajan would fay, ‘ That it became 
‘ an Emperor to act towards his People, as he 
< would have his People act towards him.’ 
The Governor of Rome having delivered the 
Sword into his Hand, and created him Em- 
peror, * Here (faith he) take itagain: IfI 
Reign 
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ve Reign well, ufe it for me: Ifill, ufe ita- 
© gainft me.’ An Expreffion which fhews 
great Humility and Goodnefs, making Power 
fubfervient to Virtue. 

§. 7. Aprian, alfo Emperor, had feveral 
Sayings worthy of Notice: One was, ‘ That a 
© good Prince did not think the Eftates of his 

' © Subjeéts belong’d to him.’ He would fay, 
'* That Kings fhould always act the King :’ 

That is, fhould be Juft, and mix Sweetnefs 

with Greatnefs, and be converfable by good 
‘Men. ‘¢ That the Treafures of Princes are 
“© Jike the Spleen, that never fwells, but ic 

© makes other Parts fhrink ? Teaching Prin- 

ces thereby to fpare their Subjects. Meeting 

one that was his Enemy, before he was Em- 
peror, he cry’d out to him, ‘ Now thou haft 
< no more to fear.’ Intimating, that having 
Power to Revenge himfelf, he would rather ufe 
it to do him Good. 

§. 8. Marcus AvreE ius ANTONINVS, 
a good Man (the Chriftians of his Time felt 
it ) commending his Son for Weeping at his 
Tutor’s Death, anfwering thofe that would 
have rendered it unfuitable to his Condition, 
© Lethim alone (fayshe) it’s fit he fhould thew 
< himfelf a Man, before he be a Prince.” He 
refufed to divorce his Wife at the Inftigation 
of his Courtiers, though reputed Naught; 
anfwering, ‘ I muft divorce the Empire too ; 
< for fhe brought it:’ Refufing them, and de- 
fending his Fendernefs. He did nothing in 
the Government without confulting his Friends, 
and would fay, ‘ It ismore juft that one fhould 
< follow the Advice of many, than many the 
< Mind of one.” He was more Philofopher 
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than Emperor; for his Dominions were greater 
within than without. And having command- 
ed his own Paffions by a circumfpect Comfor- 
mity co virtuous Principles, he was fit torule 
thoic of other Men. Take fome of his excel- 
lent Sayings, as followeth: -< Of my Grand- 


A 
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father Verus, I have learned to be Gentle and 
Meek, and to refrain from all Anger and 
Pafion. From the Fame and Memory of 
him that begot me, Shame-facedneis and 
Man-like Behaviour. 1 obferved his Meek- 
nefs, his Conftancy, without wavering in 
thofe Things, which after a) due Examina- 
tion and Deliberation he had determined. 
How free from all Vanity he carried himfelf 
in Matter of Honour and Dignity! His La- 
boricufnefs and Affiduity : His readinefs to 
hear any Man that had ought to fay, tending’ 
to any common Good: How he did abftain 
from ail unchafte Love of Youth. His mode- 
rate condefcending to other Men’s Occafions 
as an ordinary Man.+-Of my Mother, to be 
Religious and Bountiful, and to forbear, not 
only to de, but to intend any Evil. To 
content myfelf with a fpare Diet, and to fly 
all tuch Excefs as 1s incident to great Wealth. 
+—— Of my Grand-Father, both to frequent 
publick Schools and Auditories, and to get 
me good and able Teachers at Home; and 
that I ought not to think much, if upon 
fuch Occafiens I were at exceffive Charge. 
I gave over the Study of Rhetorick and Po- 
etry, and of elegant neat Language. I did 
not ufe to walk about the Houfe in my Sen: 
ator’s Robe, nor to do any fuch Things. I 
learned to write Letters without any Affects 
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ation and Curiofity ; and to be eafy, dnd 
ready to be reconciled, and well-pleafed 
again with them that had offended me, as 
foon as any of them would be content to 
feck unto me again. To obferve carefully 
the feveral Difpofitions of my Friends, and 
not to offended with Idiots, nor unrca« 
fonably to fet upon thofe, that are carried 
away with the vulgar Opinions, with the 
Theorems and Tenets of Philofophers. To 


love the Truth and Juftice, and to be kind. 


and loving to all them of my Houvfe and 
Family, I learned from my Brother Severus : 
And it was he that put me in the frt Con- 
ceit and Defire of an equal Common- Wealth, 
adminftered by Juftice and Equality; and 
of a Kingdom, wherein fhould be regarded 
nothing more than the Good and Welfare 
(or Liberty ) of the Subjects. As for God, 
and fuch Suggeftions, Helps and Infpira- 
tions, as might be expected, nothing did 
hinder, but that I might have begun long 
before to live according to Nature. Or that 
even now, that I was not yet Partaker, and 
in prefent Poffeffion of that Life, that I my 
felf (in that I did not obferve thofe inwards 
Motions and Suggeftions; yea, and almoft 
plain and apparent Inftruactions and Admoni- 
tions of God) was the only Caufe of it.- 
I that underftand the Nature of that which 
is Godd, that it is to be defired; and of that 
which is Bad, that it is odious and fhameful : 
Who know moreover, that this Tran{ereffor, 
whofoever he be, is mý Kinfman, not by 
the fame Blood and Seed, but by Participa- 
tion of the fame Reafon, and of the fame 
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divine Particle, or Principle: How cari I 
either be hurt by any of thefe, fince, it is 
not in their Power, to make nig incur M 
Thing that is reproachful, or ` be angry and 

ill-affeéted towards him, who, by Nature, 
is fo near unto me? For we are all born to 
be Fellow-workers, as the Feet, the Hands, 
and the Eye-Lids; as the Rows of upper 
and under Teeth: For fuch therefore to be 
in Oppofition, is againft Nature,’ He 


‘faith, ‘Iris high Time for thee ehitad 


the true Nature, both of the Worid, where- 
of thou art a Part, and of that Lord and, 
Governor of the World, from whom, asa 
Channel from the Spring, thou thy felf didt 
flow. And that there is but a certain Limit 
of Time appointed unto thee, which if thou 
fhalt not make ufe of, to calm and allay the 
many Diftempers of thy Soul, it will pafs 
away, and thou with it, and never after re- 
turn. Do, Soul, do, abufe, and con- 
temn thy felf yet a while, and the Time for 
thee to repent thy felf, will be at an End. 

Every Man’s Happinefs depends from him- 
felf; but behold, thy Life is almoft at an 
End, whilft, not regarding thy felf as thou 
oughteft, thou doft make thy Happinefs to 
to tonfilt in the Souls and Conceits of other 
Men. Thou mutt alfo take heed of ano- 
ther Kind of Wandering; for they are idle 
in their Actions, who toil and labour in their 


< Lite, and have no certain Scope, to which 


A 
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to direét all their Motions and Defires. As 
for Life and Death, Honour and Difhonoûr, 
Labcur and Pleafure, Riches and Poverty, 


all thefe Things Happen unto Men indeed, 
‘both 
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both Good and Bad equally, but as Things, 
whith of themfelves are neither Good nor 
Bad, becaufe of themfelves neither Shameful 
nor Praife-worthy. Confider the Nature of 
all worldly vifible Things; of thofe efpeci- 
ally, which either enfnare by Pleafure; or 
fos their irkfomnefs are Dreadful; or for 
their outward luftre and fhew; are in great 
Efteem and Requeft,; how vile and con- 
temptibieé, how bafe and corruptible, how 
deftitute of all true Life and Being they are. 
There is nothing more wretched than that 
Soul; which; in a kind of Circuit; coms 
paffeth all Things; fearching even the 
very Depths of all the Earth, and, by all 
Signs and Conjeétures, prying into the very 
Thoughts of other Men’s Souls; and- yet of 
this is not fenfible, that it is fufficient for 2 
Man to apply himfelf wholly; and cenfitie 
all his Thoughts and Cares to the Guidance 
of that Spirit which is within him; and truly 
and really ferve him. For even the leait 
Things ought not to be done without Rela- 
tion unto the End: And the End of the 


reafonable Creature is, to follow and cbey - 


him who is the Reafon, as it were, arid the 
Law of this great City, and moft aneient 
Common-Wealth. Philofophy doth confit 
in this, Fora Man to preferve that Spirit 
which ts within him, from all Manner of 
Contumelies and Injuries, and above all Pains 
and Pleafures} never to do any Thing ei- 
ther Rafhly, or Feignedly, or Hypocritical- 
ly: He that is fuch, is he furely that does not 
defer to lay hold on that which is beft ; indeed 
a very Prieft and Minifter of God, well ac- 
quainted, and in good Correfpondence with 
2 . - 
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him efpecially, that is feated and placed 
within himfelf: To whom alfo he keeps 
and preferveth himfelf, neither {potted by 
Pleafure,; nor daunted by Pain ; bree from 
any manner of Wrong or Contumely. Let 
thy Gop THAT IS IN THBE, to Rule over 
thee, find by thee, that he hath to do with 
a Man, an aged Man, a fociable Man, a 


“€ Roman, a Prince, and that hath ordered his 
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Life, as one that expecieth, as it were, no- 
thing but the Sound of the Trumpet, found- 
ing a Retreat to depart out of this Life with 
all Readinefs. Never efteem of any Thing 
as profitable, which fhall ever conftrain thee, 
either to break thy Faith, or to lofe thy 
Modefty ; to hate any Man, to fufpect, to 
curfe, todiffemble, to luft after any Thing 
that requireth the fecret of Walls or Vails. 
But he that preferreth, before all Things, 
his rational Part and Spirit, and the facred 
Myfteries of Virtue which iffue from it, he 


-thall never want either Solitude or Company ; 


and which is cluefeft of all, he fhail live 
without either Delire or Fear, If thou fhalt 
intend that which is pretent, following the 
rule of Right and Reafon, carefully, folidly, 
meekly, and fhalt not.intermix any other 
Bufineis; but fhalt {tudy this, to preferve 
thy Spirit urpolluted and pure; and as ene 
that were even now ready to give up the 


Ghoft, fhalt cleave unto him, without ele 


ther hope or fear of any Thing, in all things 
that thou fhalt cither do, or fpeak ; content- 
ing thy felf with heroical Truth, thou fhalt 


-live happily; and from this there’s no Man 


that can hinder thee. Without Relation to 
‘ God, 
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God, thou fhalt never perferm aright any 
thing Human; nor on the other Side, any 
thing Divine. At what Time foever thou 
wilt, it is in thy Power to retire into thy felf, 
and be at Reft, for a Man cannot retire any 
whither to be more at Reft, and freer from 
all Bufinefs, than into his own Soul. Afford 
then thy felf this retiring continually; and 
thereby refrefh and renew thy felf. Death 
hangeth over thee; whilft yet thoy liveft, 
and whilft thou may’ft' be Good. How 


much Time and Leifure doth he gain, who 


isnot curious to know what his Neighbeur 
hath faid, or hath done, or hath attempted, 
but only what he doth himfelf, chat it may 
be juft and holy. Neither muft he ufe him- 
felf to cut off Adtiens only, but Thoughts 
and Imaginations alfo that are not neceflary ; 
for fo will unneceffary confequent Actions the 
better be prevented and cut off. He is 
Poor, that ftands in Need of another, and 
hath not in himfelf all Things needful for 
his Life. Confider well, whether Magnani- 
mity rather, and true Liberty and true Simpli- 
city, and Equanimity, and Holinefs, whether 
thefe be not moft reafonable and natural. 


. Honour that which is chiefeft and moft 


powerful in the World, and that 1s it which 
makes ufe of all Things,- and governs al! 
Things: So alfo in thy felf, honour thar 


which is Chiefeft and moft Powerful, and is of 


one Kind and Nature with that ; for it is the 
very fame, which being in thee, turneth all o- 
ther Things to its own Ufe, and by whom alfo 
thy Life is governed. —- What is it that thoy 
doft fay for? An Exunction or a Tranflation ; 
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t for either of them, with a propitious and 
€ contented Mjnd. But ull that Time come, 
t w at wil! content thee? What elfe, but ta 
t worhip and praife God, and to do good 
t unto Men? As he lay a Dying, rh his 
Friends about him, he fpake thus, < Think 
t more of Death than of me, and that you 
tand all Men muft die as wellas I.’ Adding, 
< I recommend my Son to you, and to God, 
t if he be worthy,’ 

$. 9. Pertinax, alfo Emperor 

acviled to fave himfelf from the Fury of ae 

Murineers, anfwered, * No? What have I 
t done that I thould do fo? Shewing, that 
{nnocence is bold, and fhould never give 
Ground, Pa it can fhow it felf, be heard, 
and have far Play. 

§, 10. Pescennius feeing the Corruption 
that reigned among Officers of Juftice, advifed, 
€ That “Judges fhould have firft Salaries, that 
t they might do their Duty without any Bribes 
¢ 
¢ 
¢ 


or Perquifices.” He faid, © He would not 

offend the Liying, that he might be praifed 

when he was Dead.’ 

§. 11. ALEXANDER Severus, having 
tated both of a private Life, and the State of 
an Emperor, had this Cenfure, ‘ Emperors 
€ (fayshe) are ill Managers of the Publick 
< Revenue, tq feed fo many unufeful Mouths ; 
: wherefore he retrench’d his Family from 

* pgmpoys to ferviceable.? He would not em- 
pl vy Perfons of Quality in his Domeftick Ser- 
¥ice, thinking i it too mean for them, and too 
coftly for oot Adding, ‘ That perfonal 
f Service, was the Work of the loweit Order 
t of the People.’ He would peyer fuffep 
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Offices of uftice tobe fold; ‘ For (faith he ) 
t iris not- ftrange that Men fhould fell what 
< they buy 3" meaning Juftice. He was im- 
jal in Ç tion: ‘ My Friends (fays he) 
me, but the Common-Wealth 
Yet he would fay, 4 That 
ng Power to the People, made it 
aft . gi we ought to gain our Enc- 
-d nie we keep our } ‘riends;’ thatis, by 
in ine’. i He oe f LE we Leta to de- 


yle; ES 4 ag Troubles we avoid, may 
have moft Profit in the End.’ He did not 
ce Por ap in Religion; for itis not Gold thar 
recommends the Sacrifice, but the Piety of 
; him that offers it. An H oufe ` being jin Çon- 
tet betwixt fome Chriftians and Keè ers of 
“Taverns, the one to perform Religion, the 
other fell Drink therein, he decided the Mat- 
ter - thus ; hs That i it were much better, thatit 
¿< were any Way employ’d to worfhip God, 
s than to make a Tavern of it? Behold! By 
this we may fee the Wifdom and ‘Virtue that 
fhined among Heathens. 
$. 12. Me riAKCe the Emperor, hav- 
ing threatened a certain Tod that had rebeli- 
“ed: againft him, ‘ That he would not leave a 
< Dog alive therein,’ and finding the fear he 
raifed, brought them eafily to ‘their Duty, 
< Bid his Soldiers go kil] all their Dogs,” - and 
pardoned the People. 
s §.. 13. Diociestan would fay, * That 
€ there was nothing more difficujt than te 
é Reign well,’ and the Reafon he gave was, 
s That thofe who had the Ears of Princes, a9 
A 4. fis 
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t to their Interefts, riat thet È can a hard ly make 
t one right Step.’ T 

§. 14. JuLian coming o the Empire 
drove from the Palace, Troops of f Eunuct 
Cocks, Barbers, €c. His Reafon was this 
t That having no Womad he needed nọ 
s Eunuchs; and loving fimple plain Meat, he 
f needed no Cooks: And he faid, * Eor 
e Barber would ferve a great fead a A go 
Example for the Juxprious Chriftians 


‘Times. 
, was fo 


§. 15. Turoposius the Younge 
merciful in his Nature, that inftead of p putting 
People to Death, he wifh’d, * It were in his 
§ Power to call the Dead to "Life again. 

Thefe were the Sentiments of the ancien 
Grandees of the World, to wit, Emperors, 
Kigs, Princes, Captains, Siatefmren, €9c. 
not unworthy of the Thoughts of Perfons of i 
the fame Figure and Quality now in Being: 
And for that | End they are here colleé | 
fuch may with more Eafe and Brevity behold 
the true Statues of the Ancients, not loft, or 
leffen’d by the Decays of Time. 


III. I will now proceed to report the virtu- 
pus Doétrines and Sayings of Men of more 
Retirement; fuch as Philofophers and Writers, 
of both Greeks and Romans, who in their re- 
fpective Times were Mafters in the Civility, 
Knowledge and Virtue that were among the 
Gentiles, being moft of them many Ages be- 
fare the Coming of C H RIS T, viz. 
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§. 1, Thales. §. 2. Pythagoras. §. 3. Solon. 
4. Chilon. §. 5. Periander. §. 6. Bias. 
§. y Cleobulus. §. 8. Pittacus. §.9. Hip- 
= pias. §. 10. is reg hifte. §. 11. 
The Bamburac §. be Gynecofmi. 
§. tg) piia §. P Anaxagoras +. 
15. Heraclitus. §. 16, Democritus. §. 17. 
Socrates. §. 18. Plato. §. 19. Antifthenes. 
§. 20. Xenocrates. §. 21. Bion. §. 27. 
Demonax. §.23. Diogenes. §.24. Crates. 
§. 25. Ariftotle. §. 26. Mandanis. §. 27. 
Zeno. §. 28. Quinnilign. §. 29. Seneca. 
§. 30. sen . , 


§. 1.7 H ALES, an Ancient Greek 

Philofopher, being afk’d by a 
Perfon i that had committed Adultery, if he 
might Swear? anfwered, * By no Means? for 
* Perjury is not lefs Sinful than Adultery; and 
‘ fo thou would’ft commit two Sins to cover 
© one, Being afk’d, What was the beft Con- 
dition of a anfwered, < That 
© the People be neither Rich nor Poor; for 
he placed external Happinefs in Moderation. 
He would fay, § That the hardeft Thing in 
€ the World was, to know a Man’s felf ; a 
¢ the beft, to avoid thofe Things whith we 
€ reprove in others; an excellent and clofe 
Saying. That we ought to chufe well, and 
then to hold faft. That the Felicity of the 
Body confifts in Health, and chat in Tem- 
perance; and the Felicity of the Soul, in 
Wifdom. He thought that God was without 
Beginning or End ; that he was tne Searcher 
of tiearts; that he faw Thoughts, as well as 
Actions; For being alk’d of ene, If he could 
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Sin, and hide it from God? He anfwer’d, 


c 


No, How can I, when he that thinks Evil, 


£ cannot ?’ 


§. 2. PYTHAGORAS, a famous and virtuous 


Philofopher of Italy, being afked, When 
Men might take the Pleafure of their Paffions? 
anfwered, ‘ When they have a Mind to be 


A 
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worfe.’ He faid, ‘ The World was like a 
Comedy, and the true true Philofophers the 
Spectators.’ He would fay, ‘ That Luxury 
Jed to Debauchery, and Debauchery to Vio- 
lenee, and that to bitter Repentance, That 
he who taketh ‘too much Care of his Body, 
makes the Prifon of his Soul more infuffer- 
able. That thofe who do reprove us,- are 
our beft Friends. That Men ought to pre- 
ferve their Bedies from Difeafes by Temper- 
ance; their Souls from Ignorance by Medi- 
tation; their Will from Vice, by Self-De- 
nial, and their Country from Civil War by 
Juftice. That it is better to be loved than 
feared. That Virtue makes bold; but 
(faith he) there is nothing fo fearful as an 
evil Confcience.” He faid, © That Men 
fhould believe of a Divinity, that it is, and 
that it overlooks them, and negleéteth them 
not; there is no Being nor Place without 
God.’ He told the Senators of Crotonia 


(being two Thoufand ) praying his Advice, 
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That they received their Country as a De- 
pofitum or Truf from the People; where- 
fore they fhould manage it. accordingly, 
fince they were to refign their Account, with 
their Tryutt, to their own Children, That 
the Way to do it, was to be equal to all the 
Citizens, and to excel them insnothing mare 
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than Juftice, That every one of them fhould 
fo govern their Family, that he might refer 
himícif to his own Houfe, as toa Court of 
Judicature, taking great Care to preferve 
natural Affection. That they be Examples 
of Temperance in their own Families, and 
to the City. That in Courts of Judicature 
none atteft God by an Oath, but ufe them- 
felves fo to fpeak, as they may be believed 
without an Oath. That the Difcourfe of 
that Philofopher is vain, by which no Paffion 
of a Man is healed: For, as there is no 
Benefit of Medicine, if it expel not Difeafes 
out of Bodies; fo neither of Philofophy, if 
it expel not Evil out of the Soul.” Of God, 
an heavenly Life and State, he faith thus, 
< They mutually exhorted one another, that 
€ they fhould not tear afunder God which is is 
é them, Their Study and Friendfhip, by 
< Words and Actions, had Reference to fome 
‘ divine Temperament; and to Union with 
¢ God, and to Unity with the Mind, and the 
< divine Soul. ‘That all which they determine 
¢ 
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to be done, aims and tends to the Acknow- 
ledgment of the Deity.’ This is the Princi- 
ple; and the whole Life of Man confifts in 
this, THAT HE FOLLOW Gop, and this is the 


Ground of Philofophy. He faith, 


Hope all Things, for to none belongs defpair, 
All Things to God eafy and perfed are. 
The Work of the Mind, is Life. The Work of 
God, is Immortality, eternal Life. The Mind 
in Man is term d God, by Participation: The 
rational Soul, if direéted by the Mind, itin- 
clines the Vi to Virtue, is term’d the good 
g Dgmon, 
n 
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Demon, Genius, or Spirit, If by Phantafie 
and ill Affettions, it draws the Will to Vices, 
the evil Demon: Whence Pathagoras defred 
of God, ‘ To keep us from Evil, and to fhew 
nee one the Damas, good “ut he oH 
< to ufe? The rational Man is more noble than 
otber Creatures, as more Divine; not conteni 
folely with one Operation { as all other Things 
drawn along by Nature, which always aéts after 
the fame Manner) but endued with various - 
Gifts, which he ufed according to bis free Will, 
in refpet of which Liberty, 


Men are of Heavenly Race, 
Taught by diviner Nature, what Pimbrace. 


By diviner Nature, is meant, the intellectua! 
Soul: As to Intellect, Man approaches nigh 
to God; as to inferior Senfes, he recedeth 
from God: Chorus, the infinite Joy of the 
bleffed Spirits, their immutable Delight, 
fti’d by Homer, acislos ysrws ( inextin- 
guifoable Laughter) For, what greater Plea- 
furce than to behold the ferene Afpe of God, 
and next bim the Ideas and Forms of all Things, 
more purely and tranfparently, than fecondarily, 
in created Beings. The Pythagoreans had this 
Diftich, among thofe commonly called the, 
Golden Verfes : 


Rid of this Body, if the Heavens free 

You reach, henceforth Immortal yoy fhail be. 
Or thus: 

Who after Death, arrive at th’ beav'nly Plain, 

Are firait like Gods, and never dye again. 

§. 3. Soron, efteem’d, as Thales, one of 


the feyen Sages of Greece, a nol 
an. 
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and a Law-giver to the Athenians, “was fo 
humble, that he refufed to be Prince of that 
e, and vo = ily banith’d hime, _ wher 


Ring, te om He would fay, © That 
© to make a Government hft, the Magiftrates 
y Masia the Laws, and the People the 


iftrates.” It was his Judgment, ‘ That 
Riches brought Luxury, and Luxury brought 
5 Tyrany” si sae afk’d g i King of 


had ever 35 any y Thing more Glonous? He 
an{wered, “Cocks, Peacocks, and Pheafants, 
how much their Beauty is Natural.’ Thefe 
er-valuing, Expreffions of wife Sc/on, meet- 
ing ‘fo pat upon the Pride and Luxury of 
Crafus, they parted: The one defirous of 
Toys and Vanities; the other an Example and 
Inftrutor of true Nobility and Virtue, that 
contemned the King’s Effeminacy. Another 
Time Crefus afk’d him, Who was the happieft 
Mian in the World? Expecting he fhould have 
faid, Crefus, becaufe the moft famous for 
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Wealth in thofe Parts; he anfwered, * T ellus, Plus. 


f ‘Who, though Poor, yet was an hondit-wad 
Man, and contented with what he 
* had: That after he had ferved the Ca 
mon- Wealth faithfully, and feen his'Children 
< aad Grand-Children virtmovfly eduicated, 
< died for his Country in a good old Age, and 
* was carried by his Children to his Grave.’ 
This much difpleafed Crafus, but he diffem- 
Bled it. Whilft Schn recommended the Hap- 
pinels of Tellus, Crefus — demanding 


whem 


and Laert, 
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whom he affigned thé next Place 0? (making 
no queftion but himfelf fhould be named ) 
© Cleobis (faith he ) and Bito, Brethren that 
© loved weil, had a Competency, were of 
© great Health and Strength ; moft tender and 
¢ obedient to their Mother, religious of Life, 
< who after facrificing in the Temple, fell afleep, 
€ and waked no more * Hercat Cra/us, grow- 
ing Angry, ‘ Strange! (faith he ) doth our 
< Happinefs feem fo defpieable, that thou wilt 
< not rank us Equal with private Perfons >’ 
Solon an{wered, < Doft thou enquire of us a- 
bout human Affairs? _Knoweft thou not, that 
divine Providence is fevefe, and often full 
of Alteration? Do not we, in Procefs of 
Time, fee many Things we would not? 
Ay, and fuffer many Things we would not ? 
Count Man’s Life at Seventy Years, whicli 
makes * twenty-f Thoufand, two Hun- 
dred and Fifty, and odd Days, there is 
fcarcely one Day like another: So that every 
one, O Crafus, is attended with Croffes. 
Thou appeareft to me very Rich, and King 
over many People; but the Queftion thou 
afkeft, I cannot refolve, till I hear thou haft 
ended thy Days happily: For he that hath 
much Wealth, is not happier than he*that 
gets his Bread from Day to Day; unlefs Provi- 
dence continue thofe good Things, and that 
he dieth well. In every Thing, O King, 
we muft have Regard to the End, for Man, 
te whem God difpenfeth worldly good 
Things, he at laft utterly deferts.” Solón, 
after his Difcourfe, not flattering Cræfus, Was 

difmift, 
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* According to the Athenian Account. 
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accounted unwife, that he neg 
prefent good, out of Regard to the 
futu Hfop, that writ the Fables, being 
Pen at Sardis, fent for thither by Cre/us, and 
much in Favour with him, was grieved to fee 
Solon fo unthankfully difmitt ; and faid to him, 
Solon, we muft either tell Kings nothing at 
all, or what may pleafe them: < No, (faith 
© Solon ) either nothing at all or what is beft 
< for them? However, it was not long, but 
Crefus was of ie Mind; for, being taken 
Prifoner by Cyrus, the F ounder of the Perfian 
Monarchy, and by his Command fetter’d, and 
put on a Pile of Wood, to be burn’d, Cre/us 
fighed ai cryed, O Solon, Solon! 
Cyrus bid the Interpreter afk, . on whom he 
called ? He was filent; at laft, prefling him, 
affwered, © Upon him, whom Idefire, above 
“all Wealth, would have fpoken with all 
< Tyrants.’ “This not underftood, upon far- 
ther Importunity he toldthern, ‘* Solon, an 
€ Athenian, who long fince (fays he ) came 
€ to me, and feeing my Wealth, defpifed it; 
© befides, what he told me, iscome to pafs: 
< Nor did his Counfel belong to me alone, 
€ but to all Mankind, efpecially thofe that 
€ think themfelves happy.’ W hilft Cre/us faid 
thus, the Fire began to kindle, and the out 
Parts to be feized “by the Flames: Cyrus in- 
formed of the Interpreters, what Cre/us faid, 
began to be troubled ; and knowing himfelf to 
be a Man, and that to ufe another, not inferior 
to himfelf in Wealth, fo feverely, might one 
Day be retaliated, inftantl y commanded the 
Fire to be quenched, and Crefus and his 
Friends tobe brought off. Whom, ever after, 
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as along as he lived, Cyrus had in great 
Efteem. Thus Solon gain’d due Praife, that, 
of two Kings, his Aavice fav’d one, and ın- 
{tructed the other. And as it was in Solon’s 
Time, that tragical Plays were firft invented, 
fo was he moft fevere againft them; forefee« 
ing the Inconveniencies that followed, upon 
the People’s being affected with that Novelty 
of Pleafure. It is reported of him, that he 
went himfelf to the Play, and after it was end- 
ed, he went to Thefpis, the great Actor, and 
afk’d him, It he were not afhamed to tell fo 
many Lies in the Face of fo great an Audi- 
tory? Thefpis anfwered, as it is now ufual, 
* there is no Harm nor Shame to act fuch 
© Things in Jeft.’ Solon, ftriking his Staff 
hard upon the Ground, reply’d, ‘ But in a 
< fhort Time, we who approve of this kind of 
© Jeft, fhall ufe it in Earneft in our common 
< Affairsand Contracts.” In fine, he abfolutes« 
ly forbad him to teach of act Plays, conceiv- 
ing them deceitful and unprofitable ; diverting 
Youth and Tradefmen from more neceffary and 
virtuous Employments. Hedefined them Hap- 
py, who are competently furnifhed with out- 
ward Callings, that live temperately and 
honeftly: He would fay, © That Cities are 
‘ the Common-fhore of Wickednefs.’ He 
affirmed, that to be the beft Family, which 
< got notunjuftly, kept not unfaithfully, fpene 
< not with Repentance. Obferve (faith he ) 
< honefty inthy Converfation, MORE STRICT 
S LY THAN AN OaTH. Seal Words with 
* Silence ; Silence with Opportunity. Never 
‘ Lye, but fpeak the Truth, fy Pleafure for 
‘ it brings Sorrow. Advife not the pape 

* what 
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what is moft Pleafant, but what is Beft. 
Make not Friends in hafte, nor haftily part 
with them. Learn to obey, and thou wilt 
know how tocommand. Be Arrogant «to 
none; be Mild to thofe that are about thee. 
Converfe not with wicked Perfons. Meditate 
on ferious Things. Reverence thy Parents. 
Cherifh thy Friend. Conform to Reafon, 
and in all Things take Counfel of God.’ In. 


fine, his two fhort Sentences were thefe, ¢ Of å 


6 


nothing too much; and Know thy felf.’ 
§. 4. CuiLon, another of the wife Men of 


Greece, would fay, ‘ That it was the Per- 
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&fetion of a Man, to fore-fee and prevent 
Mifehiefs. That herein good People differ 
from bad ones; their Hopes were firm and 
aflured, that God was the great Touch- 
Stone, or Rule of Mankind. That Men’s 
Pongues ought not to out-run their Judgment. 

‘ought not to flatter great Men, left 
we €xalt them above their Merit and Station ; 
nor to fpeak hardly of the Helplefs. They 
that nae govern a State well, muft govern 

mael. He would fay, “that a 
to behave himfelf, that he 
fall rola? into Hatred nor Difgrace. That 
that Common-Wealth is happieft, where 
the People mind the Law more than the 
Lawyers. Men fhould not forget the Fa- 
vours they receive, nor remember thofe they 
do.” Three Things he faid were difficult, 


yet neceflary to be obferved, ‘ To keep Se- 
‘ crets, forgive Injuries, mi ufe Time well. 


c 
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* fwiftiy to their Troubles. Speak well of the 
T 


Speak not ill (fays he ) of thy Neighbour. 
Go flowly to the Feafts of thy Frienas, but 


* Dead. 
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Dead. Shun bufy Bodies. Prefer Luofs be 
< fore covetous Gain. Defpife not thé Mifer- 
© able. If Powerful, behave thy felf Mildly, 
© that chou may’ft be loved, rather than féar- 
‘ed. Order thy Houfe well: Bridle thy 
s Anger: Grafp not at much: Make not 
© hafte, neither cote upon any Thine below. 
A Prince (faith he ) muft not take up his 
~ ‘€ Time about tranfitory and mortal Things ; 
è eternal and immortal are fitteft for him.’ To 
conclude: He was fo jaft in all his Actions, 

* that Laertiws tells us, he profeffed in his old 

Age, that he had never done aay Thing con- 

trary to the Confcience of an upright Man ; 
only, that of one Thing he was doubtful, hav- 
ing given Sentence againtt his Friend, accord- 
ing to Law, he advited his Friend, to appeal 
from him ( his Judge ) fo to preferve both his 
Friend and the Law. Thus true and tender 

was Confcience in Heathen Chilon. 

§. 5. Pertanper, ( Prince and Philofo- 

pher too) would fay, © That Pleafures are 
Mortal, but Virtues Immortal. In Succefs, 
* D Moderate ; in Difappoimgments, Patient 
Baart * and Prudent. Be alike to Wy y Friends, in 
„Suid. © Profperity and in Adverfity. "Peace isGood ; ; 
arp < Rafhnefs, Dangerous; Gain, Sordid. Be- 
OS Ee erot Secrets: Pumith the Guilty: Rc- 
* {train Men from Sin. They that would Rule 

‘ fafely, muft be guarded by Love, not Arms. 
To conclude, (faith he) Live worthy of 

Praife, fo wilt thou die bleffed.’ 

§. 6. Bias, one cf the feven wife Men, 
ce being in a Storm with wicked Men, who cry’d 
<t mightily to God; < Hold your Tongues, 


Stab 
* (faith he ) it were better he knew not you 
* were. 
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t were here: A faying that. hath great Doc- 
ame in it; the Devotion of the wicked doth 
them no good : Tt anfwers to that Paffage in 
Sc ipcure, The Prayers of the wicked are an 
Abomination to the Lord. An ungodly Man 
alki 3 him, what Godlinefs was? He was 
flent; but the other murmuring, (faith he ) 
“Ww hati is that to thee, that is net “thy Concern? 
He was fo tender in his Nature, that he feldom 
judged any Criminal to Death, but he wept ; 
* aduing, One Part gocth to God, and chart 
* other Part I muft give the Law. That Man 
‘is unhappy ( faith he) that cannot bear 
© AffiStion. It is a Difeafe of the Mind, to 
< delire that which cannot, or is not fit to be 
¢ had. Ie is an ill Thing not to be mindful of 
< other Men’s Miferies.? To one that afk’d, 
Wat is hard? He anfwer’d, < To bear chear- 
© fully a Change for the worfe. Thofe ( fays 
‘he) who bufy themfelves in vain Know! 
© ledge, refemble Owls that fee by Night, and 
¢ are blind by Day ; for they are fharp-fighted 
* in Vanity; but dark at the Approach of true 

‘ Light and Knowledge. He adds, under- 
< take deliberately; but then go through. 
‘ {peak not haftily, left thou Sin. Be neither 
‘ filly nor fubul. Fear much; fpeak little 
x an featonably. Make } Profeffion of T es 
‘ very where, and impute the Good thou doft, 
< not to thy ielf, but to the Power of God.’ 
His Country being invaded, and the People 
flying with the be t aeir (gaan, afk’d, 
W hy he carried none of his? < I ( faith he ) 
* carry my Goods within me.’ Valerius 
Maximus adds, in his Breat; not to be feen 
by the Eye, but to be prized by the Soul ; 
X 3 not 
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nct to be demolifh’d by mortal Hands; pre- 
fent with them that ftay, and not forfaking 
thofe that fly. 

§. 7. CreospuLus, Prince and Philofopher 
of Lyndus, would fay, ‘ That it was Man’s 
‘ Duty to be always employed upon fomething: 
< that was Good. Again, Be never Vain 
‘ nor Ingrateful. Beitow your Daughters 
< Virgins in Years, but Matrons in Difcretion. 
‘< Do good to thy Friend, to keep him; to 
‘ thy Enemy, to gain him. When any Man 
< goeth forth, let him confider, what he hath 
‘to do; when he returneth, examine what 
‘ he hath done. Know, that to Reverence 
‘ thy Father, is thy Duty. Hear willingly, 
< but truft not haftily. Obtain by Perfwafion, 
© not by Violence. Being Rich, be not exalt- 
< ed: Poor, be not dejected. Forgo Enmity: 
€ Inftruct thy Children: Pray to God, and 
< perfevere in Godlinefs. 

§. 8. Pirtacus being afk’d, What was 
beft? He anfwered, ‘To do the prefent thing 
well? He would fay, < What thou dott 
take ill in thy Neighbour, do not thy felf. 
Reproach not the ‘unhappy ; for the Hand 
of God is upon them. Be true to thy Trut. 
Bear with thy Neighbour: Love thy Neigh- 
kour. Reproach not thy Friend, tho’ he- 
recede from thee a Kittle.’ He would fay, 
That Common- Wealth ts beftorder’d, where 
the wicked have no Command, and that 
Family, which hath neither Ornament nor 
< Neceffity. To conclude: He advifed to 
acquire Honefty; love Difcipline; obferve 
Temperance; gain Prudence; mind Dih- 
gence; and keep Truth, Faith and Piety. 
He had a Brother, who dying without Ilue; 
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left him his Eftate; fo that when Cræfus of- 
ferd him Wealth, He anfwered, < I have 
€ more by half than i defire.’? He alfo afirm- 
ed, that Family the beft, who got not unjuftly, 
kept not unfaithfully, fpent not with Repen- 
tance: And, that Happinefs confifts in 3 
virtuous and honeft Life; in being content 
with a Competency of outward Things; and 
in ufing them temperately. And to conclude, 
He earneftly injoin’d all to flee corporal Plea- 
fure; < For (faith he) itcertainly brings Sorrow: 
< But obferve an honeft Life, more ftrictly 
€ than an Oath: Meditate on ferious Things.’ 

§. 9. Hippras, 2 Philofopner, it is re- Cie 
corded of him, that he would have every one lib. de 
provide his own Neceffaries,; and that he might Oras. 
do what he taught, he was his own Tradefman. 

He was fingular in all fuch Arts and Employ- 
ments, infomuch as he made the. very Bufkins 
he wore. A better Life than an Alexander’. 
§. 10. The GYMNOSOPHIST Æ were a Sect Plin. 9, 


of Philofophers in Ægypt, that fo defpifed 


D 
* 


gaudy Apparel, and the reft of the World’s wi 
Intemperance, that they went almoft Naked ; Queft. ; 


living poorly, and with great Meannefs; by 
which they were enabled againft all Cold, and 
overcame that Luft by Innocence, which Peo- 
ple, that are called Chriftians, rho’ covered, 
are Overcome withal. 

§. 11. The Bampuracty were a certain 
great People, that inhabited about the River __ 
Tyeris į in Afia, who, obferving the great Ine ** 
fluence Gold, Silver, and precious Jewels 
had upon their Minds, agreed to bury all in 
the Earth, to prevent the Corruption of their 
Manners. They us’d inferior Metals, and 

Y 3 lived 
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Led with very ordinary Accommodaticn ; 

wearing motiy but one very grave and plain 

Robe to cover Nakednefs. +» It were well, if 

Chriftians would mortify their uafanable Ap- 

petites after Wealt hand Vanity any Way, for 

Heathens judge their Excefs. 

rb. The Athenians had two diftiné 

Numbers of Men, cald, The Gyxacosm1 

id. nd “sy~JECONOMI. Thefe were appointed 

guid, by the Mavziftrates to overlook the Actions cf 

the People: The firft was to dce, that they 

apparclled and behaved themfelves Gravely ; 

efpecialiy, that Women were of moden Beha- 

haviour: And the other was to be prefent at 

reir Treats and Feftivals, to fee that there was 

no Excefs, nor diforderty CdTe 

café ary “ee found Criminal, t “they had full 

Power to punifh them. When, alas! When 

hall this Cate me Wifdom be feen amore t 

the Chriftians of thefe Times, that fo Intem- 

erance ago be prevented? But ’tis tco 

evident tl ey love the Power and the Profits, 

but defpife the Virtue of Government, making 

it an End, inftead cfa Means to that happy 

End, viz. The well-ordering the Manners and 

Converfation of the People, and equally di- 
ftributing Rewards and Punifhiments. 

Cie. § 137 ANACHARSIS, a Scythian, was a 

Fuf, reat Pailofopher ; Cræfus off ‘red him large 

fact. r Sums of Moncy, but he refufed them. Hanna 

ie. did the like, to whom he anfwered, * My 

Siro. © Apparel, ia Scythian Rug, my Shoes, the 

e Hardnefs of my Feet; my Bed, the Earth; 

‘my Sawee, Hunger: “You may come to 

‘me as one that is contented: but thofe 

© Gifts which you fo much efteem, beftow, 
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either on your Citizens, or in Sacrifice to the 
£ immortal Gods.’ 

§. 14. Awaxacoras, a noble Man, but 
true PhiJofopher, left his great Patrimony to 
feek out Wifdom: And being reprov’d by 
his Friends, for the litthe Care he had of his 
Eftate, anfwered, ‘ It is enough that you care 
t for it.’ One afk’d kim, Why he had no 
more Love for kis Country, than to leave it? 
< Wrong me not, (faith he) my greateft Care 
£ is my Country,’ pointing his Finger towards 
Heaven. Returning home, and taking a 
View of his great Poffeffions, < If I had not 
< difregarded them (faith he) I had perifhed.? 
He was a great clearer and improver of the 
Doctrine of one eternal Gop, denying Divi- 
nity to Sun, Moon and Stars; faying, ‘ God 
é was infinite, not confined to Place; the 
< eternal Wifdom, and efficient Caufe of al} 
< Things; the divine Mind and Underfiand- 
€ ing; who when Matter was confufed, came 
€ and reduced it to Order, which is the World 
< we fee.” He futter’d much from fome Magi- 
{trates for his Opinion; yet, dying, was ade 
mired by them: His Epitaph in Englifh thus: 


Here lies, who through the truet Paths did pejs, 
To th World Czleftial, ANAXAGORAS. ` 


$. 15. Heracuitvus, was invited by King 
Darius, for his great Virtue and Learning, tẹ 
this Effect; Come as foon. as thou can’it te 
my Prefence, and Royali Palace; for the 
Greeks, for the moft Part, are not obfequiozs 
to wife Men, but defpife the good Things 
which they deliver. With me thou fhalt have 
the Sri Place, and daily Honours and Titles: 
| ¥ 4 Thy 
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Thy way of living fhall be as Noble as thy 
Inftructions. But Heraclitus refufing his Of- 
fer, returned this Anfwer; 1° Heraclitus to 
< Darius the King, Health. Molt Men re- 
s frain from Juftice and Truth, and purfue 
€ Infatiablenefs and vain Glory, by reafon of 
< their Folly: But I, having forgot all Evil, 
< and fhunning the Society of inbred Envy and 
< Pride, will never come to the Kingdom of 
- Perfia, being contented with a little, accord- 
< ing tomy own Mind.’ He alfo flighted the 
Athenians. He had great and clear Appre- 
henfions of the Nature and Power of God, 
maintaining his Divinity againft the Idolatry 
in fafhion, This Definition he gives of God ; 
< He isnot made with Hands. The whole 
World, adorned with his Creatures, is his 
Manfion. Where is God? Shut up in 
Temples? Impious Men! who place their 
God in the Dark. It isa Reproach toa Man, 
to tell hirn he is a Stone, yet the Ged you 
profefs, is born of a Rock; you ignorant 
People! you know not God: His Works 
bear witnefs of him.’ Of himfelf he faith, 
O ye Men, will ye not learn why I never 
Laugh? It is not that I hate Men, but their 
Wickednefs. If you would not have me 
weep, live in Peace: You carry Swords in 
your Tongues; you plunder Wealth, ravith 
Women, poifon Friends, betray the Trut 
the People repofe in you: Shall I laugh, 
when I fee Men do thefe Things? Their 
Garments, Beards, and Heads, adorned 
with unneceffary Care; a Mother deferted 
by a wicked Sen; or young Men confuming 
their R; atrimony ; 5 g Citizen’s Wife takea 
$ from 
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from him; a Virgin ravifhed ; 2 Concubine 
kept as a Wife; others Slling their Bellies 
at Feafts, more with Poifon, than witn Dain- 
ties? Virtue would ftrike me Biind, if I 
fhould laugh at your Wars. By Mufick, 
Pipes and Stripes, you are excited to things 
contrary to all Harmony. Iron, a Metal 
more proper for Ploughs and Tillages, is 
fitted for Slaughter and Death: Men raifing 
Armies of Men, covetto kill one another, and 
punifh them that quit the Field, for not 
ftaying to murder Men. They honour, as 
Valiants, fuch as are drunk with Blood, but 
Lyons, Horfes, Eagles, and other Creatures, 
ufe not Swords, Bucklers, and [nftruments 
of War: Their Limbs are their Weapons ; 
fome their Horns, fome their Bills, tome 
their Wings ; to one is given Swiftnefs ; to 
another Bignefs; to a third Swimming. No 
irrational Creature ufeth a Sword, but keeps 
it felf within the Laws of it’s Creation, 
except Man that doth not fo, which brings 
the heavier Blame, becaufe he hath the 
oreateft Underftanding. You muft leave your 
Wars, and your Wickednefs, which you 
ratify by a Law, if you would have me leave 
my Severity. I have overcome Pleafure, I 
have overcome Riches, I have overcome 
Ambition, I have maftered Flattery: Fear 
hath nothing to object againft me, Drunken- 
nefs hath nothing to charge upon me, Anger 
is afraid of me: I haye won the Garland, 
in fighting againft thefe Enemies. This, 


and much more, did he write in his Epiftles 
to Hermodorus, of his Complaints, againft the 
great Degeneyacy of the Ephefians, And in 
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an Epiftle to Aphidamus, he writes, © Jam 
< fallen Sick, Apbidamus, of a Dropfy; what- 
foever is of us, if it get the Dominion, it 
becomes a Difeafe. Excefs of Heat, isa 
Fever; excefs of Cold, a Palfy; excefs of 
Wind, aCholick: My Difeafe cometh from 
Excefs of Moifture. Whe Sou s SOME~ 
THING Divine, which keeps all thefe in 
a due Proportion. I know the Nature of the 
World ; I know that of Mans I know Dif. 
< eafes; I know Health: I will cure my felf, 
< I will imitate God, who makes equal the 
© Inequalities of the World: But if my Body 
< be overpreft, it muft defcend to the Place 
‘ ordained; however, my Soul fhal not de- 
< fcend, but being a Thing immortal foall afcend 
< on bigh, where an beavenly Manfion fhall re- 
© ceive me? A moft weighty and patheti- 
cal Ditcourfe: They that know any thing of 
God, may favour fomething Divine in it. 
Oh! that the degenerate Chriftians of thefe 
Times, would bur take a View of the Virtue, 
Temperance, Zeal, Piety and Faith of this 
Heathen, who, notwithftanding that he lived 
five Hundred Years before the Coming of 
Chrift in the Flefh, had thefe excellent Sep- 
tences: Yet again, he taught that God punith- 
eth not by taking away Riches; he rather al- 
loweth them to the Wicked to difcover them ; 
for Poverty may be aVail. Speaking of God, 
< How can that Light which never fets, be 
* ever hidden er obfcur’d? Juftice (faith he) 
fhal] feize ene Day upon Defrauders and 
Witneffes of falfe Things. Unle® a Man 
hopes tothe End, for that which is to be 
hoped for, he fhall nec find that which is une 
l * fearchable ; 
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£ fearchable; „which Clemens, an ancient Fa- 

apply d to Ia. 6. Unlefs you believe, 
€ you hali Éi onderttund. Heraclitus derid- 
t ed the Sacrifice of Creatures; Do you think 
F (faith he ) to pacify God, and cleanfe your 
© delves, by polluting your feives with Blood? 
As if a Mas (houl go into the Dirt to 
cleanfe himfeil’?’ Wh ioh fhewed a Sight of 
amore fpirual Worfhip, than that ot the 
Sactifices of Beaits. He lived Solitary in 
fhe Meéuntains ; had aSigat of his End: And 
as he was prepared for it, {o he rejoiced in it. 
Thele certainly were the Men, who having 
nét a Law without them, becamea Law unto 
themfelves, fhewng forth the Work of the 
aw writtén in their Hearts.. And who, for 
that Reafon fhall judge the Circumcifion, ard 
receive the Reward of Weil done, by bim cho ts 
Fudee of quick avd dead. 

§. 16. Democritus would fay, < That 
© ‘he had lived to an extraordinary Age, by 
§ keeping himfelf from Luxury and Excefs, 
* Titat a little Eftate went a great Way with 
+ Men that were neither Covetous nor Prodi- 
s gal. That Luxury furnifhed great a on 
‘with Variety; and Temperance furnifhec 
© little ones. That Riches do not confift in 
ethe PO! ae but right Ufe of Wealth.’ 
He was a Man of great ~ Retirement, avoid- 
ing publick Honours and Employments: Be- 
wail’d by the People of Abdera as Mad, whiift 
indeed he oniy fmiled at the Madnefs of the 
— 

§. Socrates, the moft religious and 
learne ed Philofopher of his Time, (and ‘of whem 
"tis reported, Apollo gave this Character, That 

be 
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be was the wifeft Man on Earth) was a Man 
of a fevere Life, and inftructed People gratis 
in juft, grave and virtuous Manners: For 


_which, being envied by Arsftophanes, the vain 
. comical Wit of that Age, as one fpoiling the 


Trade of Plays, and exercifing the Generality 
of the People, with more noble and virtuous 
Things; was reprefented by him in a Play, in 
which he rendered Socrates fo ridiculous, that 
the Vulgar would rather part with Socrates 
in earneft, than Socrates in jet; which made 
way for their impeaching him, as an Enemy 
to their Gods; for which they put him to 
Death. Bat in a fhort Space, his eighty 
Judges, andthe whole People, fo deeply re- 
fented the Lofs, that they flew many of his 
Accufers: Some hang’d themfelves; none 
would trade with them, nor anfwer them a 
Queftion. They erected feveral Statues to his 
Praife; they forbad his Name to be mention- 
ed, that they might forget their Injuftice : 
They called home his banifhed Friends and 
Scholars. And, by the moft wife and learned 
Men of that Age, it is obferved, that famous 
City was punifhed with the moft dreadful 
Plague that ever raged amongft them ; and all 
Greece, with it, never profpered in any con- 
fiderable Undertaking; but from that Time 
always decay’d. Amongft many of his fober 
and religious Maxims, upon which he was 
accuftomed to difcourfe with his Difciples, 
thefe are fome. 

He taught every where, ‘ That an upright 
< Man, andan happy Man, areallone. They 
t thatdo Goad, are employed ; they that {pend 
* their Time in Recreations, are idle. Toco 

f Goad, 
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* Good, is the beft Courfe of Life; he only Xen. 

* is idle, who might be better employ’d. An ™®: 3- 
< Horfe is not known by his Furniture, but Ae 
© Qualities; fo Men are to be efteemed for me. 3. 
< Virtue not Wealth? Being afked, Who p. 78. 
lived without Trouble ? He aniwered, ‘ Thofe 779- 

< who are confcious to themfelves of no evil Zey 
‘ Thing.” To one who demanded, What Ech. 
was Nobility? He anfwered, ‘ A good Tem- Storm. 
< per and Difpofition of Soul and Body. They !- 11- 
© who know what they aught to do, and do it 5*°b- 
< not, are not Wife and Temperate ; but Fools Stob. 
< and Stupid.” To one that complained, he z. 18. 


inform him. Being demanded, What Wif- Stob. 28. 
dom was? faid, ‘ A virtuous Compofure of 
‘ the Soul.’ And, being afked, Who were Stob. 32. 
Wife? anfwered, ‘ Thofe that Sin not.’ See- io 
z : . em. I, 
ing a young Man Rich, but ignorant of hea- Ælian o. 
venly Things, and purfuing earthly Pleafures; Stob. 3>. 
© Behold { fays he ) a Golden Slave. Soft 
< Ways of Living beget neither a good Con- 
€ ftitution of Body nor Mind. Fine and rich 
< Cloaths are only for Comedians.’ Being 
demanded from what things Men and Women 
ought to refrain? Fie anfwered, ‘ Pleafure.’ gio)... 
Being afk’d, what Continence and ‘Temperance Stob. $>. 
were ? faid, * Government of corporal Defires Xen. 
¢ and Pleafures. The Wicked live to eat, &c. Mem. 
< but the Good eat to live: Temperate Per- t 
< fons become the moft Excellent ;- Eat that Ver. — 
€ which neither hurts the Body nor Mind, and Hif. ¢. 
€ which is eafy to be gotten? One faying, 

It 
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It was a preat Matter to abftain from what one 
Defires; But ( fays he ) it is better rot to de- 
` fire at all.’ [ This is deep Religion, even 
very hard to profeit Chriftians ] Iris the Pro- 
perty of God, to need nothing ; and they that 
need, and are contented with lcaft, come near- 
eft to God. Thè oi ly and beft Way to wor- 
fhip God is, to mind and obey whatfoever he 
commands. That the Suuls Of Mei and Woe 
men partake of the divine Nature: That God 
is ften of the virtuous Mind - That by wait- 
Ing upon him, they are united ugio him, in 
an inaccesible Piace of Purity and Happi- 
nis: Which God, headin always to be | 
near him. 

Many more are the excellent Sayings of this 
great Man, who was not lefs famous for his 
Sayings, than his Example, with the grtateft 
Nations ; yet died he a Sacrifice to the fottith 
fury of the vain World. The Hiftery of his 
Life reports, that his Father was told, he 
fhould have the Guide of his Life within him, 
which fhould be more to him, than five Hun- 
dred Maiters ; which proved true : Inftructing 
his Scholars herein, charging them, not to 
neglect thete divine Affairs, which chiefly con- 
cern Man, to mind or enquire after fuch 
Things as are without in the vifible W orld, 
Fle taught the ufe of outward Things, only a3 
they were neceflary to Life and Commerce ; 


f forbidding Superfluities and Curiofities. He 


was Martyr’d for his Doétrine, after having 
lived feventy Years, the moft admired, fol- 
lowed and vifited of all Men in his Time, by 
Kirgsand Common-Wealths; and than whom, 
Antiquity mentions none with more ate 
an 
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and Honour. Well were it for poor England, 


if her conceited Chriftians were true Socrates’s ; 
whofe ftriét, jufband felf-denying Life doth 
not befpeak him more famous, than it will 
Chriftians infamous at the Revelation of the 
righteous. Judgment, where Heathens Virtue 
fhall aggravate Chriftians Intemperance; and 
their Humility, the others exceffive Pride: 
And juftly too, fince a greater than Socrates is 
come, whofe Name they profefs, but they will 
not obey his Law. 

r$. Puato, that famous Philofopher 
and Scholar to Socrates, was fo grave, and de- 
voted to divine Things, nay, fo difcreetly Po- 
litick, that.in his Common-Wealth he would 
not fo much as harbour Poetical Fancies, 
(much lefs open Stages) as being too effe- 
minate, and apt to withdraw the Minds of 
Youth, from more noble, more maniy, as 
well as more heavenly Exercifes. Plate iceing 
a young Man play at Dice, reproved him 
fharply, the otheranfwered, What for {fo fmall 
a Matter? ‘-Cuftom (faith P/ato ) is no {mall 


© Thing: Let idle Hours be {pert more ufe- = 
€ fully. Let Youth (faid he ) take Delight 7 


Plato dg 


aert. 
aert. 


* in good Things; for Pleafures are the Baits in vit. 
< of Evil. Obferve, the momentary Sweet-*Xen. 
* nefs of a delicious Life is followed with eter- C™*- 


* nal Sorrow; the fhort Pain of the contrary 
< with eternal Pleafure:? Being commanded 
to put on a Purple Garment by the King of 
Sicily ; he refufed, faying, ‘ He was a Man, 
“and fcerned fuch Effeminacies.’ Inviting 
Timothy, the Athenian General, to Supper, he 
treated him with Herbs, Water, and fuch {pare 
Diet, as he was accuftomed to eat. Timothy's 
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Friends next Day laughing, afked, how he 
was entertained ? he anfwered, Never better 
in his Life ; for he flept all Night after his Sup- 

er: Thereby commending his Temperance. 
He addicted himfelf to religious Contempla- 
tions; and is faid to have lived a virtuous and 
fingle Life, always eying and obeying the 
Minb, which he fometimes called, God, the 
Father of all Things; affirming, who lived 
fo, fhould become like him, ana fo be related 
to, and join’d with the Divinity it telf. This 
fame Plato, upon his Dying-Bed, fent for his 
Friends about him, and told them, ‘ The 
< whole World was out of the Way, in that 
< they underftood not, nor regarded the Mind, 
< (that is, God, ) affuring them, thofe Men 
€ died moft comfortably, that lived moft con- 
< formable to right Reafon, and fought and 
* ador’d the firft Caufe, meaning God. 

§. 19. ANTISTHENES, an Athenian Philo- 
fopher, hatl taught in the Study of Eloquence 
feveral Years; but upon his hearing Socrates 
treat of the Serioufnefs of Religion, of the di- 
vine Life, eternal Rewards, €e. < Bad all his 
€ Scholars feek them anew Mafter; for he 
< had found one for himfelf:’ Wherefere, 
felling his Eftate, he diftributed it to the Poor, 
and betook himfelf wholly to the Confideration 
of heavenly Things; going chearfully fix 
Miles every Day, to hear Socrates. —— But 
where are the like Preachers and Converts 
among the People called Chriftians! Obferve- 
the daily Pains of Socrates; furely he did not 
ftudy a Week to read a written Sermon: We 


. are afiured of the contrary; for twas frequent 


with 
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With him to preach to the People at any time 
of the Day, im the very Streets as occafion 
ferved, and his good Genius moved him. 
Neither was he an Hireling, or Covetous, for 
he did it Gratis: Surely then he had not fat 
BeneSices, Tithes, Glebes, Esc. And let the 
Self-Denial and Diligence of sAutifthenes be 
confidered, who of a Philofopher and Matter 
became a Scholar, and that a daily one; fure- 
ly; it was then Matter of Reproach, as ’tis 
now; fhewing thereby, both Want of Know- 
ledge, (tho’ call’d a Philofopher ) and his 
great Defire to obtain it of one that could 
teach him. None of thefe us’d to go to Plays, 
Balls, Treats, @c. They found more ferious 
Employments for their Minds, and were Ex- 
amples of Temperance to the World. —— I 
will repeat fome of his grave Sentences, as rè- 
ported by Laertius and others; namely, ‘ That 
< thofe are only Nosprs, who are Virtuous. 
© That Virtue was felf-futicient tò Happinefs. 
¢ That it confifteth in Actions, not requiring 
€ many Words, nor much Learning, -and is 
< felf-fuficient to Wifdom: For that all other 
‘ Things have reference thereunto. © That 
< Men fhould not govern by Force, nor by 
< Laws, unlefs good, but by Juftice.” Toa 
Friend, complaining he had loft his Notes, 
t Thou fhould’ft have writ them upon thy 
« Mind (faith he) and notin a Book. Thofe who 
‘ would never die, mutt live juftly and pioufly.’ 
Being afk’d, What Learning was beft? < That 
© (faith he ) which unlearneth Evil? To one 
that prais’d a Life full of Pleafures and Deli- 
cacies; * Let the Sons of my Enemies ( faith 
* he) dive delicately :’ Counting it the greateit 

i Milery. 
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Diog.  Mifery. < We ought ( faith he ) to aim at 
Eae:t. © fuch Pleaiures as fotlow honeft Labour; and 
© not thofe which go before it. When at any 
time he faw a Woman menty dreffed, he would, 
m a Way of Reproach, * Bid her Hufband 
< bring out his Hierfe and Arms: Meaning, 
If he were pr@pared to Juftify the Injuries fuch 
Pn Wantonnefs ufeth to procuce, he might the 
EC- better allow @thofe dangerous Freedoms: 
` € Otherwife (faith he } pluck off her rich and 
< eaudy Attire.” He is faid to exclaim bit- 
terly againft Pleafures ; often faying, ‘ I had 
€ rather be mad, than addicted to PLEASURE, 
< and fpend my Days in decking and feeding 
‘ my Carcafs. Fhofe (fays he) who have 
< once learned the Way to Temperance and 
“ Virtue, jet them not offer to entangle them- 
e felves again. with fruitlefs Stories, and vain 
‘ Learning ; ; nor be addicted to corporal Deli- 
© ics which dull the Mind, and will divert 
Laert, * and hinder them from the Parfuit of thofe 
vir. © more’ noble and heavenly Virtues.’ Upon 
mem. the Death of his beloved Mafter, Socrates, he 
inftituted a Seét, called Cynieks ; out of whom 
came the great Sect of the Stoicks : Both which 
had thefe common Principles, which they daily, 
with great and unwearied Diligence, did main- 
tain and inftru& People in the Knowledge of, 
viz. * No Man is wife or happy, but het good 
Aay < and virtuous Man. That not much Learn- 
at. A ; 
derreps ing, nor Study of many Things was neceflary. 
Sto. < That a wife Man is never Drunk nor Mad : 
Siob. © That he never finneth. ‘That a wife Man ` 
Cic. «is void of Paffion. That he is fincere, r 
aee : That h ly is Divine 
Des igious, grave: f e€ only 
GiB. 2 That fuch only are Priefts and Prophets, 
| * that 
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t that have God in themfelves. And that his Leé. 

‘ Law is imprinted in their Minds, and the gef 

< Minds of all Men. That fuch an one only ~ — 

can Pray, is Innocent, Meek; Temperate, i 

Ingenuous, Noble; a good Magiftrate, Fa- 

ther, Son, Mafter, Servant, and worthy cf 

Praife. On the contrary, that wicked Men 

can be none of thefe: That the fame belongs 

to Men and Women. 

< Their Diet was fendet, their Food only plut 

what would fatisfy Nature. Their Garments P! Ph: 

exceeding mean. Their Habitations folitary ~ 

and homely. They affirmed, thofe who fi 

liv’d with feweft Things, and were content- Queft. 4, 

ed, moft nearly approached God, who wants Diog. 

Nothing. They voluntarily defpifed Riches, Lert. 

Glory and Nobility, as foolith Shews, and Mem 

vain Fictions, that. had no true and folid Stob. 

Worth or Happinefs in them; They made 

all Things to be Good and Evil, ‘and fat- 

ly deny’d the idle Stories of Fortune and 

Chance.’ 

Certainly thefe wete they, who having no 

(external) Law, became a Law unto them- 

felves, and did not abufe the Knowledge they 

had of the invifible God ; but to their Capaci- 

ties inftrudted Men in the Knowledge of that 

righteous, ferious, folid and heavenly Princi- 

ple, which leads to true and everlafting Hap- 

pinefs all thofe that embrace it. . _ 
§. 20. Xenocrares refufed Alexanders Val. 

Prefent, yet treated his Ambaffadors after his max. 4. 

temperate and fpare Manner, faying, * You 3:7 LG; 

* fee Ihave no need of your Mafter’s Bounty, pa Sa] 

* that am fo well pleafed with this.” He would max, +. 

* fay, ‘ That one ought not to carry ones Eyes z. 
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‘ or ones Hands into another Man’s Houfe ;’ 
that is be a bufy-Body.  ‘ That one ought to 
‘ be molt circumfpedct of one’s Actions bcfore, 
‘ Children, left by Example, one’s Faults 
* fhould out-live one’s Self.’ He faid, Pride 
was the greateft Obftruction to true Know- 
ledge. His Chaftity and Integrity were re- 
markable and reverenced in Athens: Phryne, 
the famous Afhenian Courtefan, could not 
place a Temptation upon him, nor Philip, 
King of Macedon, a Bribe, tho’ the reft fent 
in the Embaffy were corrupted. And being 
once brought fora Witnefs, the Jucges rofe 
up, and cry’d out, Tender no Oath to Xeno- 
crates, for he will fpeak the Truth. A Re- 
fpect they did not allow to one another. Hold- 
ing his Peace at fome diftracting Difcourfe, 
they afk’d him, Why he fpoke not? < Be- 
* caufe (faith he ) I have fometimes repented 
* of Speaking, but never of holding my Peace.” 

§. 21. Bron would fay, * That great Men 
¢ walk in flippery Places. That it is a great 
+ Mifchief not to bear Affiction. That Un- 
< godlinefs is an Enemy to Affurance.” He 
faid toa covetous Man, * That he did not 
< poffefs his Wealth, but his Wealth poffeffed 
s him; abftaining from ufing it, as if it were 
‘ another Man’s. In fine, that Men ought to 
< purfue a Courfe of Viku without Regard 
‘ to the Praife and Reproach of Men,’ 

$. 22. Demonax, feeing the great Care’ 
that Men had of their Bodies, more than of- 
their Minds; .* They deck the Houfe a > 
* he) but flight the Matter? He woul 
* That many are inguifitive after ety Make of 
< the World, but are little concerned about’ 

* their 
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© their own, which were a Science much more 
€ wortay of their Pains? To a City that 
would eftablith the Gladiators, or Prize-Fighe- 
ers, he faid, < That they ought firit to over- 
© throw the Altar of Mercy :’ Intimating the 
Cruelty of fuch Practices. One afking him, 
Why he turned Philofopher : ? * Becaufe (faith 
< he) Tama Man.’ He would fay, of the 
Priefts of Greece, ‘If they could better inftruct 
< the People, they could not give them tco 
< much ; but if not, the People could not give 
€ them too little.” He lamented the unprof- 
tablenels of good Laws, by being in bad Men’s 
Hands. 

§. 23. Diocenes, was angry with Critics, 
that were nice of Words, and not of their own 
Actions; with Muficians, that tune their In- 
ftruments, but could not govern their Paftions , 
with Aftrelogers, that have their Eyes in the 
Sky, and look not to their own Goings; with 
Orators, that ftudy to fpeak well, but not te 
do Well; with covetous Men, that take care 
to get, but never to ufe their Eftates; with 
thofe Philofophers, that defpife Greatnefs, and 
yet court great Men: And with thofe that 
facrifice for Health, and yet furfeit themfelves 
with eating their Sacrifices, One Time, dif- 
courfing of the Nature, Pleafure and Reward 
of Virtue, and the People not regarding what 
he faid, he fella Singing; at which every one 
_ preft to hear: Whereupon he cry’d out, in 
Abhorrence of their Stupidity, * O God, how 
€ much more is the World in love with F oliy, 
‘ than with Wifcom!’ Seeirg a Man fprink- 
ling himfelf with Water, after having done 
feme ill Thing; < unhappy Man! ( faith he ) 
s riy Z 3 Delt 
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< Doft thou not know, that the Errors of Life 
c. are not to be wafh’d away with Water? To 
ane, who faid, Life is an ill Thing; Me an. 
fwered, * Life is not an ill Thing, ~ but an ill 
‘ Life is an ill Thing? He was very Tem- 
perate, for his Bed ani his Table he found 
every where, One feeing him wath Herbs, 
faid, If thou had followed Dionyfius, King of 
Si icily, thou would’ tt nat have needed to have 
wath’d Herbs. He anfwered, ‘If thou had’ft 
< wath’d Herbs, thou neededit, not to have 
& follow'd Diony f us.” . He |: ghted a Candle at 
Noon, faying, * Llook for a Man’ implying, 
that the World was darkened by Vice, and 
Men effeminated. To a luxurious Perfon, 
that had wafted his Means, fupping upon 
Olives; ‘ If (faith he) thou had’ft ufed to 
* dine fo, thou would’ft not have needed ta 
i hip fo.” To ayoung Man, dreffing himfelf 
neatly ; ¢ If this ( faith he ) be for the Sake of 
$ Men, thou art unhappy; if for Women, 
¢ thou art unjuft.” Anothertime, feeing an 
effeminate young Man ; ‘ Art not thou afham- 
£ ed (faithhe ) toufe thy felf worfe than Na- 
‘ ture hath made thee ? She hath made thee a 
€ Man, but thou wilt force thy felf to be a 
< Woman.’ To one that courted a bad Wo- 
man; <O Wretch! ( faidhe) What meaneft 
$ chau, to afk for that, which is better loft 
< than found? To one that fmelled of fweet 
Unguents, < Have acare ( faith he) this Per- 
< fume make not uty Lite ftink.. He c com- 


a ¢ Thafe a are full of Money, yet de nae r : ; 
t thefe of Water, yet thirft far more.’ Being 
atk d, Wh hat Beafts were the wortt : p tn the 
¢ Field | 
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s Field ( faith he ) Bears and Lyons; in the 
€ City, Ufurers and Flatterers.’ At a Feaft, 
one giving him a great Cup of Wine, he threw 
it away ; for which being blamed, ‘ IfI had 
* drunk it (faith he) not only the Wine would 
* have been loft, butIalfo? One afking him, 
How he might order himfelf beft? faid, < By 
< reproving thofe Things in thy felt, which 
© thou blameft in others.’ Another demand- 
ing, what washardeft? He anfwer’d, * To 
< know our felves, to whom we are Partial.’ 
An Aftrologer difcourfing to the People of the 
wandering Stars; ‘ No (faith he ) itis net 
< the Stars, but thefe’ (pointing to the Peo- 
ple that heard him.) Being afk’d, What 
Men were moft Noble, ‘ They (faithhe ) who 
< contemn Wealth, Honour and Pleafure, and 
< endure the Contraries, towit, Poverty, Scorn, 
< Pain and Death.’ Toa wicked Man, re- 
proaching him for his Poverty ; ‘ Inever knew 
< ( faith he ) any Man punifh’d for his Pover- 
. © ty, but many for their Wickednefs.” To one 

bewailing himfelf that he fhould not die in his 
own Country ; * Be of Comfort ( faith he ) for 
< the Way to Heaven is alike in every Place.’ 
One Day he went backwards; whereat the 
People Laughing, ‘ Are you not afhamed 
< (faith he ) to do that all your Life-Time, 
¢ which you deride in me.’ 

§. 24. Crates, a Theban, famous for his 
Self-denial and Virtue ; defcended from the 
Houfe of Alezander, of great Eftate, at leaft 
two Hundred Talents ; which, having moftly 
diftributed amengtt the poor Citizens, he bez 
came a conftant Prafe(ior of the Cynick Philc- 
phy. - He exceedingly inveighed againft ceme 
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mon Women. Seeirg at Delphos a Golden 
Image, that Phryne, the Courtefan, had fet 
up, by the Gains of her Trade, cry’d out, 
t ‘This is a Trophy of the Greeks Intemperance.’ 
Seeing a young Man highly fed, and fat; 
t Unhappy Yovth ( faith he ) do not fortify 
‘ thy Prifon.” To another, followed by a 
great many Parafites; § Young Man (faith 
t he) Iam forry to fee thee fo much alone.’ 
Walking one Day upon the Exchange, where 
he beheld People mighty bufy after their di- 
vers Callings; * Thefe People ( faith he) 
* think themfelves happy; but I am happy 
€ that have nothing to do with them: For I 
< place my Happinefs in Poverty, not in 
£ Riches. Oh! Men do not know how much 
t a Wallet, a Megfure of Lupins, with Secu- 
t rity, is warth? Of his Wife, Hipparchia, 
a Woman of Wealth and Extraétion, but no- 
bler for her Love to true Philofophy, and how 
they came together, there will be occafion to 
make mention in it’s Place. 

$; 25. ARISTOTLE, a Scholar to Plato, 
and the Oracle of Philofophy to thefe very 
‘Fimes, (tho? net fo divinely Contemplative 
as his Mafter, neverthelefs ) follows him in 
this; that Luxury fhould by good Difcipline 
be exil’d human Societies. Ariffotle feeing 
a Youth finely dreft, faid, © Art thou not 
¢ afhamed, when Nature hath made thee a 
t Man, to make thy felf a Woman? And 
to another, gazing on his fine Cloak ; .* Why 
¢ doft thou baaft of a Sheep’s Fleece? He faid, 

It was the Duty of a good Man, to live fo 
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§. 26. Mano ANIS, agreat and famous 
Philofopher of the Gymnofophifts, whom Alex- 
ander the Great required to come to the Feat 
- Ey e s Son ( meaning himfelf ) declar- 

, That if he came, he fhould be rewarded, 
ft not, he fhould be put to Death. The Phi- 
lofopher contemned his Meffage, as vain and 
me i He firft told them, ‘ "That he deny’d 

< him to be Fupiter’s Son; ( ameer Fiction. ) 
c Next, That as for his Gifts, he efteemed 
them nothing worth; his own Courtry could 
furnifh him with Neceffaries, beyona which, 
he coveted nothing.? - And lafly, as for 
the Death he threatened, * He did not fear 
it; but of the two, he wifhed it rather, ia 
that (faith he) I am fure it isa Change to 
a more bleffed and happy State.’ 
$27. Zeno, the great Stoick, and Author 
of that 'Philofop Y, had many Things acm- 
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rable in him; who not only faid, but pitii- >" 


ed. “He was a Man of that Integrity, and fo 
reverenced for it by the Athenians, that the cy 
depofited the Keys of the City in his hands, 
asthe only Perfon fit to be entrufted with 
their Liberties: Yet by Birth a Stranger, be- 
ing of PfAttacon in Cyprus. Antigonus, King 
of Macedonia, had a great Reipect for him, 
and defired his Company, as the following 
Letter expreffeth : 

King Antigonus to Zeno the Philosopher, 
Health: I think that I exceed thee in Fortune 
and Glory, but in Learning and Difcipline, and 
that perfa Felicity, which thou haf attained, 
[ am exceeded by thee, wherefore I thought it 
expedient ta write to shee, that thou wilt come 
$o me, aluring my IVE thou wilt not mpe 
“J 
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Ufe all means therefore to come to us, and know, 
thou art not to initruct me only, but all the 
Macedonians, for he who teacheth the King of 
Macedonia, and guideth him to Virtue, it is 
evident, that he doth hkewife inftrud& all his 
Subjeéts in Virtue: For fuch as is the Prince, 
fuch for the moft Part are thofe who live under 
bis Government. 

Zeno anfwered thus: To King Antigonus, 
Zeno wifbeth Health: I much efteem thy earnelt 
Defire of Learning, in that thou aimeft at Phi- 
lofophy, not Popular, which perverteth Man- 
ners; but that true Difcipline which conferreth 
Profit , avoiding that generally commended Plea- 
Jure, which effeminates the Souls of Men. It 
is manifelt, that thou art inclined to generous 
Things, not only by Nature, but by Choice; with 
indifferent Exercife and Afiftance thou may ft 
eafily attain to Virtue. But I am very infirm of 
Body, being Fourfcore Years of Age, and fo not 
well able to come; yet Iwill fend thee fome of 
my chief Difciples, who, in thofe Things con- 
cerning the Soul, are nothing inferior to me; 
and ubafe Inftructions, if thou wilt follow them, 
will conduct thee to perfect Bleffednefs——— Thus 
Zeno refuled Antigonus, but fent Perfaus his 
Countryman, and Pbhilonides a Theban.—He 
would fay, © That nothing was more unfeemly 
€ than Pride, efpecially in Youth, which was 
¢ a Time of Learning.? He therefore recom- 
mended to young Men Modefty in three Things; 
in their Walking, in their Behaviour, and in 
their Appare]: Often_repeating thofe Veries of 
Euripides,  Honaur of Capaneus: 

He was not puft up with bis Stores = 

Nor thought himfelf above the Poor. 


Seeing 
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Seeing a Man very finely dreft, ftepping 
lightly over a Kennel; ‘ That Man (faith he) 
f doth not care for the Dirt, becaufe he could 
€ not fee his Face in it.” Healfo taught, the 
People fhould not affect Delicacy of Dict, no, 
not in their Sicknefs. To one that fmelt with 
Unguents; ‘ Whois it ( faith he) that fmells 
< fo effemiaately ?? Seeing a Friend of his 
taken too much up with the Bufinefs of his 
Land; ‘ Unlefs thou lofe thy Land, (faith he) 
< thy Land will lofe thee. Being demanded, 
Whether a Man that doth Wrong, may con- 
ceal it from God? ‘ No (faithhe) nor yet 
© he who thinksit;’ which teftifies to the 
Omniprefence of God. Being afk’d, Who 
was his beft Friend? Heanfwered, © My other 
© felf;” intimating the divine Part that was in 
‘him. He would fay, ‘ The End of Man was 
“not to live, eat and drink; but to ufe this 
© Life, fo as to obtain an happy Life hereafter.’ 
He was fo humble, that he converfed with 
mean and ragged Perfons ; whence Timon thus: 

And for Companions, gets of Servants fiore, 

Of all Men the mot Empty, and mef Poor. 
He was Patient, and frugal in his Houthola- 
Expences: Laertius faith, he had but one 
Servant; Senecaavers, he had none. He was 
mean in his Clothes: In his Diet by Philemon 
thus defcribed : 

He Water drinks, then Broth aud Herbs doth 

Cat ; 

Teaching his Scholars, almoff without Meat. 
His Chaftity was fo eminent, that it became a 
Proyetb; As chafte as Zeno. When the News 
“af his Death came ‘to Antizonns, he broke 
forth inte thefe Words, Woat an Obje? khave 


7 


-2 


ES 


347 


48 


No Crofs, no Crown. 


I lot? And being afk’d, Why he admired 
him io much? Becaufe, faith he, tho’ I beffow- 
ed many great Things upon him, be was never 
therewith exalted nor dejected. The Athenians, 
after his Death, by a publick Decree, erected 
a Statue to his Memorial; it runsthus: Where- 
as Zeno, the Sex of Mnafeas, a Scythian, bas 
profeffed Philoforhy about Fifty Eight Years in 
this City, and in all Things performed the Office 
of a good Man, encouraging thofe young Men, 
who applied themfelves to bim, to the Love of 
Virtue and Temperance, leading bimfelf a Life 
fuitable to the Dottrine which he profeffed, a 
Pattern to the beft to imitate: The People bave 
thought fit to do Honour to Zeno, and to Crown 
bim with a Crown of Gold, according to Law, 
in Reward of bis Viriue and Temperance, and 
to build aTom) for him, publickly in the Cera- 
mick, &c. Theie two were his Fsieapih, one 
by Antipater : 

Here Zeno lies, who tall Olympus feal d; 

Not heaping Pelion on Ofia’s Head : 

Nor by Herculean Labour fo prevail’ d; 

But foundout Virtue s Paihs, which thither led. 


The other by Xenodotus, the Stoick, thus: 
Zeno, thy Years to hoary Age were (pent, 
Not with vain Riches, but with Self-Content. 


§. 28. Seneca, agreat and excellent Phi- 
lofopher, who, with Epidfetus, {hall conclude 
the Teftimonies of the Men of their Character, 
hath fo much to-our Purpofe, that his Works 
are but a kind of continued Evidence for us; 
He faith, < Nature was not fo much an Enemy, ~ 
* as to give an caly Paflage of Life to all other 
* Creatures, and that Man alone fhould a 
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live without fo many Arts: She hath com- 


€ manded ts none of thefe Things. We have 
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made all Things dificult to us, by difdain- 
ing Things that are eafy: Houfes, Clothes, 
Meats, and Nourifhment of Bodies, and 
thofe things which are now the Care of Life, 
were eafy to come by, freely gotten, and 
prepared with a light Labour: For the Mea- 
fure of thefe Things was Neceffity, not Vo- 
luptuoufnefs: But we have made them per- 
nicious and admirable; they muft be fought 
with Art and Skill. Nature fufficeth to that 
which fhe requireth. 

< Appetite hath revolted from Nature, 
which continually inciteth it felf, and increaf- 
eth with the Ages, helping Vice by Wit. 
Firft it began to defire fuperuous, then con- 
trary Things: Laft ofall, it fold the Mind 
to the Body, and commanded it to ferve the 
Lufts thereof. Al! thefe Arts, where-with 
the City is continually fet at Work, and 
maketh fuch a Stir, do center in the Affairs 
of the Body, to which all Things were once 
performed as to a Servant, but now are pro- 
vided as for a Lord: Hence the Shops of 
Engravers, Perfumers, &c. Hence of thofe 
that teach effeminate Motions of the Body, 
and vain and wanton Songs: For natural 
Behaviour is defpifed, which compleated 
Defires with neceffary Help: Now it is 
Clownifhnefs and ill-Breeding, to be con- 
tented with as much as is requifite. What 
fhall I {peak of rich Marbles curioufly wrought, 
wherewith Temples and Houfes do fhine ? 
What of ftately Galleries, and rich Futni- 
ture? Thefe are but the Devices of moft 
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vile Slaves; the Inventions of Men, not of 
wife Men: For Wifdom fits deeper; it is 
the Miitrefs of the Mind. Wilt thou know 
what Things fhe hath found out, what fhe 
hath made? Not unfeemly Motions of the 
Body, nor variable Singing by Trumpet or 
Flute; nor yet Weapons, Wars or Fortifi- 
cations: She endeavoureth profitable Things; 
She favours Peace, and calls all Mankind to 
an Agreement: She leadeth to a bleffed 
Eftate ; fhe openeth the Way to it, and 
fhews what is Evil from what is Good, and 
and chafeth Vanity out of the Mind: She 
giveth ‘folid Greatnefs, but debafeth that 
which is puffed up, and would be feen of 
Men: She bringeth forth the Image of God 
to be feen in the Soulsof Men: And fo from 
Corporeal, fhe tranflateth into incorporeal 
Things? Thus in the goth Epiftle to Ly- 
To Gallio he writeth thus: * All 
Men, Brother Gallio, are defirous to live 


-happy, yet blind to the Means of that Blef- 


fednefs; as long as we wander hither and 
thither, and foliow not our.Guide, but the 
diffonant Clamour of thofe that call on us, to 
undertake different Ways. Our fhort Life 
is wearied and worn away amoneft Errors, 
altho’ we labour to get us a good Mind. 
There is nothing therefore to be more avoid- 
ed, than following the Multitude, without 
Examination, and believing any Thing with- 
out Judging, let us enquire, what ts beft 
done, not what is moft ufually done; and 


‘what planted us in the Poffeffion of eternal 


Felicity ; not what is ordinarily allowed of 
by the Multitude, which is the worft Inter- 
' * preter 
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preter of Truth, I call the Multitude, as 
well thofe thatare clothed in White, as thofe 
in other Colours: For I examine not the 
Colours of the Garments, wherewith their 
Bodies are cloathed: I truft not mine Eyes to 
inform me what a Manis; I have a better 
and truer Ligit,; whereby I can diftinguith 
Truth from Falfhood. Let the Soul find 
out the Good of the Soul; if once fhe may 
have Leifure to withdraw into her felf, O! 
how will fhe confefs; I with all I have done, 
were undone; and all I have faid, when I 
recolleét it, I am afhamed of it, when I now 
hear the like in others; thefe Things below, 
whereat we gaze, and whereat we flay, ard 
which one Man with Admiration fhews unto 
another, do outwardly Shine, but are inward- 
ly Empty. Let us feek out fomewhat that 
is Good, not in Appearance, but folid, 
united and beft, in that which leaft appears? 
Let us difcover this. Neither is it far frorn 
us; we fhall find it, if we feek it. For it is 
Wifdom, not to wander from that immortal 
Nature, but to form our felves according to 
his Law and Example. Bleffed is the Man 
who judgeth rightly: Bleffed is he who is 
contented with his prefent Condition: And 
bleffed is he, whogiveth Ear to that immor- 
tal Principle, in the Government of his Life.’ 
An whole Volume of thefe excellent 


Things hath he written. No wonder a Man 
of his Doétrine and Life; efcaped not the 
Cruelty of Brutifh Nevo, under whom he fuf- 
fered Death; as alfo did the Apoftle Paul, 
with whom, it is faid, Seneca had converfed. 


When Nere’s Meffenger brought him the- 


News, 
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News, that he was to die? With a compofed 
and undaunted Countenance, he receiv’d the 


Errand, and prefently called for Pen, Ink and 


Paper, to write his laft Will and Teftament : 


Which the Captain refufing, he turned toward 
his Friends, and took his Leave thus; * Since, 
< my loving Friends, I cannot bequeath you 
© any other Thing in acknowledgment of what 
© I owe you, Lleave you at leaft the richeft and 
< beft Portion I have, that is, the Image of 
‘ my Manners and Life; which doing, you 
€ will obtain true Happinefs.? His Friends 
fhewing great Trouble for the lofs of him, 
< Where (faith he) are thofe memorable 
€ Precepts of Philofophy ? And what is be- 
< come of thofe Provifions, which for fo many 
‘ Years together we have laid up againft the 
€ Brunts and Afflictions of Providence? Was 
© Nero’s Cruelty unknown to us? What could 
< we expect better at his Hands, that killed 
€ his Brother and murthered his Mother, but 
© that he would put alfo his Tutor and Go- 
€ vernor to Death ? Then turning to his 
Wite, Pompeja Paulina, a Roman Lady, 
young and noble, < befeeched her, for the 


< Love fhe bore him and his Philofophy, to 


fuffer patiently his Affliction ; for (faith he) 
my Hour is come, wherein I mutt fhew, not 
only by Difcourfe but by Death, The Fruit 
I have reaped by my Meditations. I embrace 
it without Grief; wherefore do not difhon- 
our it with thy -Tears) Aflwage thy Sot- 
row, and comfort thy felf in the Knowledge 
thou haft had of me, and.of my Actions; 
and lead the. reft of thy Life, with that 
honeft Induttry thou haft addicted thy telf 

‘ unto.’ 
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* nto.” And dedicating his Life to God; he 

Sipirecs = 
- § 29. Epicretus, contemporary with 
Sisca, and an excellent Man, thought no 
Man worthy of the Profefion of Philofophy, 
fiat was not purified from the Erfors of his 
Nature. His Morals was very excellent whicli 
he compriz’ ‘d under thefe two Words, Sufarn~ 
ing and Abftaining, or Bearing and Forbear- 
ing, to. avoid Evil, and patiently to fuffer 
Afictions : Which do certainly comprize the 
Chriftian Do€trine and Life, and is the Per- 
fection of the beft Philofophy that was at: any 
time taught by Egyptians, Greeks or Romans, 
when it fignified Virtue, Self-Denial, and a 

Life of religious Solitude and Contemplation. 
How litcle the Chriftians of the Times are 
true Philofophers, and how much more thefe 
Philofophers were Chiftians than they, let the 
righteous Principle, in every Confeience, judge. 
but is it not then intolerable, that they fhould 
be efteemed Chriftians, who are yet to learn 
to be good Heathens? That prate of Grace 
and Nature, and know neither? Who will 
prefume to determine what’s become of Hea- 
thens, and know not where they are them- 
felves, nor mind what may become of them ? 
That can run readily over a tedious Lift of 
famous Perfonages, and calumniate fuch as 
will not, with them, celebrate their Memories, 
with extravagant and fuperfluous Praifes, whilft 
they make - laudable to act the contrary ; and 
none fo ready a way to become Vile, as not to 
be Vicious : A itrange Paradox, but too true: 
So blind, fo ftupified, fo befotted, are the 
foulifh Senfualitts of the World. under their 
Aa great 
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great Perik to Religion, Faith and, Wor 
fhip. Ah! did they but know the Peace, the 
Joy, the unfpeakable Raviflments of Soul, 
that infeparably attend the innocent, harmlefs, 
fill and retired Life of Jefus? Did they but 
weigh within themfelves, the Authors of their 
vain Delights and Paftimes, the Nature and 
Difpofition, they are fo grateful to, thé dan- 
gerous Confequence of exereifing the Mind 
and its Affections below, and avrrefting and 
taking them up from their due Attendance and 
Obedience to the moft holy erymg Voice in 
their Confciences, repent, return, ali is Vanity, 
and Vexation of Spirit: Were but thefe Things 
feflected upon ; were the inceflant Wooings of 
Jefus, and his importunate Knocks and Entrea- 
ties, by his Light end Grace; atthe Door of 
their Hearts, but kindly anfwered, and he ad- 
mitted to take up his abode there: And laftly, 
were fuch refolved to give up to the Inftruc~ 
tions and holy Guidance of his eternal Spirit, 
in all the humble, heavenly and righteous Con- 
verfation it requires, and of which he is be- 
come our Captain and Example: Then, O 
then, both Root and Branch of Vanity; the 
Nature that invented, and that which delights. 
her felf therein, with all the Follies themfelves, 
would be confumed and vanifh, but they, 
alas! cheat themfelves, by mifconftrued Serip- 
tures, and daub with the untempered Mertar 
of mifapplied Promifes. They, will be Saints, 
whilft they are Sinners; and in Chrift; whillt 
in the Spirit of the World, walking after the 
Flefh, and not after the Spirit, by which the 
true Children of God are led. My Friends, 
mind the jut WitnefS and holy Principle in 

your 
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your felves, that you may experimentally know 
more of the divine Life, in which ( and not in 
a Multitude of vain Reperitions ) true and fe- 


lid Felicity eternally confits. 


IV. Nor is this Reputation; Wiidom and 
Virtue, only tobe attributed to Men: There 
were Women alfo in the Greek and Roman 
Ages, that honoured their Sex by great Exam- 
ples of Meeknefs, Prudence and Chatftity : 
And which I do the rather mention, that the 
Honour, Story yields to their virtuous Conduct, 
may raife an allowable Emulation in thofe of 
their own Sex, at leaft, to equal the noble 
Character grven them by Antiquity : 


§. 1. Penelope. §. 2. Theoxena. §. 3. Pan- 
dora and Protagenia. §. 4. Hipparchia. 
§. 5. Lucretia. §. 6. Cornelia. §. 7. Pon- 
tia. §. 8. Arria. §. 9. Pompeja Plautina. 
§. 10. Plotina. §. 11. Pompeja Paulina. 
§. 12. A Reproof to Voluptuous Women of 
the Times. 


§. 1. ENELOPE, Wife to Udjfes, 
a Woman eminent for her Beauty 

and Quality, but more for her fingular Chafti- 
ty. Her Hufband was abfent from her twen- 
ty Years; partly in the Service of his Country, 
and partly in Exile, and being believed to be 
dead, fhe was earneftly fought by divers Lo- 
vers, and preft by her Parents, to change her 
Condition; but all the Impertunities of the 
one, or Perfwafions of the other, not prevail- 
ing, her Lovers feem’d toufe akind of Vio- 
Aaz «lence, 
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fence, that where they could not intiee, they 
would compel: To which fhe yielded, upon 
this Condition; < That they would not prefs 
‘ her to marry, till fhe had ended the Work 
‘ fhe had in Hand:’ Which they granting, 
fhe undid by Night what fhe wrought by Day ; 
and with that honeft Device, fhe celay’d their ° 
Defire, “ull her worthy Hu‘band return’d, 
whom fhe receiv’d, tho’ in Beggar’s Clothes, 
with an Heart full of Love and Truth. A 
Conftancy that reproaches too many of the 
Women of the Times, who, without the Ex- 
cufe of fuch an Abfence, can violate their 
Hufband’s Beds: Her Work fhews the In- 
duftry and Employment, even of the Women 
of great Quality in thofe Times; whilft thofe 
of the prefent Age defpife fuch honeft Labour, 
as Mean and Mechanical. 

§. 2, THEOXENA, a Woman of great Vir- 
tue, being in a Place encompafied by the Ar- 
mies of the King of Macedonia, finding fhe 
could not efcape their Hands, rather than fall 
under the Power of his Soldiers, to be defiled, 
chofe to die: And therefore flying into the 
Sea, delivered her Life up in the Waters ; 
thereby chufing Death, rather than fave her 
Life with the Hazard of her Virtue. 

§. 3. PANDORA and ProTaGENIA, two 
virtuous Daughters of an Athenian King, fee- 
ing their Country like to be over-run by its 
Enemies, freely offered their Lives in Sacrifice, 
to appeafe the Fury of their Enemies, for the 
Prefervation of their Country. 

§. 4. Hipparcnuia, a fair Macedonian 
Virgin, Noble of Blood (asthey term it) but — 
more truly Noble of Mind, I cannot omit to 
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mention; whoentertain’d fo earneft an A ffec- 
tion for Crates, the Cynical Philofopher, as 
well for his fevere Life, as excellent Difcourfe, 
that by no Means could her Relations nor Sui- 
tors, by all their Wealth, Nobility and Beau- 
ty, diffwade her from being his Companion : 
Upon which ftrange Refolution, they all be- 
took themfelves to Crates, befeeching him to 
fhew himfelf a true Philofopher, in perfwad- 
ing her to defift: Which he ftrongly endea- 
voured by many Arguments; but not prevail- 
ing, went his Way, and brought all the little 
Furniture of his Houfe, and fhewed her: 
‘ This ( faith he ) is thy Hufband; that, the 
< Furniture of thy Houfe: Confider on it, for 
€ thou can’{t not be mine, unlefs thou follow- 
‘ eft the fame Courfe of Life:’ ( For, being 
Rich above twenty Talents, which is more 
than 50,000 |. he neglected all, to fellow a 
retired Life: ) All which had fo contrary an 
Effect, that fhe immediately went to him, be- 
fore them all, and faid, ‘ I feek not the Pomp 
‘ and Effeminacy of this World, but Know- 
‘< ledge and Virtue, Crates; and chufe a Life 
‘ of Temperance, before a Life of Delicacies: 
< For true Satisfaction, thou knoweft, is in 
‘ the Mind; and that Pleafure is only worth 
s feeking, that lafts for ever.’ Thus was it, 
fhe became the conftant Companion both of 
his Love and Life, his Friendfhip and his Vir- 
tues ; travelling with him from Place to Place, 
and performing the publick Exercifes of In- 
ftruction with Crates, wherever they came, 
She was a moft yiolent Enemy to all Impiety, 
but efpecially to wanton Men and Women, 
and thofe, whofe Garb and Converfation fhew’d 
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them devoted to vain Pleafures and Paftimes : 
Fifeminacy rendering the liké Perfons not 
ey unprofitable, but pernicious to the whole 
Vorlt. Which. fhe as well made good by 
the Example of her exceeding Induftry, Tem- 
D rance and Severity, as thofe are wont to do, 
by tietr Intemperance and Folly: For ruin of 
Ffealth, Eftates, Virtuc, and lof of eternal 
Happinefs, have ever attended, and ever will 
attend fuch earthly Minds. 
$. 5. Lucretia, a moft chafte Roman 
Jame, wnofe Name and Virtue is known by 
that Tragecy that follows them. For Sextus, 
the Son of Tarquin the Proud, King of Rome, 
caring it was her Cuftom to work late in her 
Chamber, did there attempt her, with his 
Sword in his Hand, vowing, he would run 
her through; and put one of his Servants in 
the Pofture of lying with her, on purpofe to 
defame her, if fhe would not yield to his 
Lunts. Having forc’d his wicked End, the 
fends for her Father, then Governor of Rome, 
her Hufband and her Friends, to whom 
having revealed the Matter, and with Tears 
lamented her irreparable Calamity, fhe flew 
herfelf in their Prefence ; that it might not be 
faid, Lucretia out-liv’d her Chaftity, even 
when fhe could not defend it. T praife the 
Virtue, not the At: But GodYoon aveneed 
this, with other Impieties, upon that wicked 
Family; for the People hearing what Sextus 
had done, whofe flagitious Life they equally 
hated with his Father’s Tyranny, . and their 
Senfe of bath, aggravated by the Reyerence 
they conceiv’d for the chafte WTE 
Life of Lueretic, betook themielves to their 
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Arms; and headed by her Father, her Huf- 
Dand, Brutus and Valerius, they drove out 
that Tarquin Family: In which Aétion the 
Hand of Brutus avenged the Blood of Lu- 
¢retia Upon infamous Sextus, whom he fiew in 
the Battle. 

= §. 6. ~Corwenta, alfo a noble Roman 
Matron, and Sifter to Scipio, was efteemed 
the moft famous and honourable Perfonage of 
her Time, not more for the ereatnefs of her 
Birth, than her exceeding Temperance. And 
Hiftory particularly mentions this, as one great 
Inftance of her Virtue, for which fhe was fo 
much admired, to wit, That fhe never was 
accuftomed to wear rich Apparel, a {fuch 
Apparel as was very plain and grave; rather 
making her Children ( whom her Thanh 
and Example had made Virtuous) her greatett 
Ornaments: A good Pattern for the vied and 
wanton Dames of the Age. 

$. 7, Pontia was another Roman Dame, 
renowned for her fingular Modefty: For tho? 
Offavius attempted her with all imaginable 
Allurements and Perfwafions ; fhe chofe rather 
to die by his Cruelty, than be polluted by his 
Luft. So he took her Life, that could not 
violate her Chaftity. 

§. 8. Arria, Wife to Cecinna Petus, 1s 
not lefs famous in Story for the Magnanimity 
fhe fhewed, in being the Companion of her 
Hufband’s Diferaces,. who thruft herfelf inte 
Prifon with him, that fhemight be his Servant; 
and fhew’d him firft by Death to be revenge 
of the yrant; * , 

$. 9. Pomprtya Puautina, Wife to 
Fulianus the Emperor, commended for her 
Aa4 Compalen 
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Compaffion of the Poor, ufed the Power her 
Virtue had given her with her Hufband, to 
put him upon all the juft and tender Things 
that became his Charge, and to diflwade him 
from whatfoever feem’d harfh to the People: 
Particularly, fhe diverted him from a great 
‘Tax his Flattereys advifed him te lay upon the 
People. 

§, 10,- Protina, the Wife of Trajan, a 
Woman (faith a certain Author ) acorn’d 
with Piety, Chaftity, and all the Virtues that 
a Woman is capable of. There are two In- 
ftanees; one of her Piety, t’other of her 
Chaftity: The firft is this; When her Huf- 
band was proclaim’d Emperer, fhe mounted 
the Capital after the Choice ; where, in a reli- 
gious Manner, fhe faid, ¢ Oh that I may liye 
€ under allthis Honour, with the fame Virtue 
€ and Content, that I enjoy’d before I had it!’ 
The fecond is this: Hey Hufband being once 
Exil'd, fhe caufed her Hair to be cut fhort, 
as the Men wore it, that with lefs Notice and 
Danger fhe might be the Companion of his 
Banithment. 

$. i1. Romeeya Pautina, a Roman Lady 
of Youth and Beauty, defcended of the moft 
noble Families of Rome, fell in love with 
Seneca, for the Excellency of his Deétrine, and 
the Gravity and Purity of his Manners. They 
Married, and lived great Examples together, 
to both their Sexes. So reat was her Value 
for her Hufband,. and fo little did fhe care to 
liye, when he was to die, that fhe chofe to 
be the Companion of his Death, as fhe had 
heen of his Life: And hey Veins were cut as 
well ag his, whilft fhe was the Auditor of his 
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excellent Difcourfes: But Nero hearing of it, 
and fearing, left Paulina’s Death might bring 
him great Reproach, becaufe of her noble 
Alliance in Rome, fent with all haft, to have 
her Wounds clofed, and if it were poffible, to 
fafe her Life: Which, tho’ as one half dead, 
was done, and fhe againft her Will lived; but 
always with a pale Hue, and wan Complexion 
of +ace, to tell how much of her Life was gone 
with Seneca her deareft Friend, Philofopher 
and Huiband. 

§.17. Thus may the Voluptuous Wo- 
men of the Times read their Reproof in the 
Chara¢ter ofa brave Heathen ; and learn, that 
folid Happinefs confifts in a neglect of Weaith 
and Greatnefs, and a contempt of all corporal 
Pleafures, as more befitting Beafts, than im- 
mortal Spirits: And which are Joved by none 
but fuch, as not knowing the Excellency of 
heavenly Things, are both inventing and de- 
lighting, like Brutes, in that which perifheth : 
Giving the Preference to poor Mortality, and 
{pending their Lives to gratify the Lifts of a 
little dirty Flefh and Blood, zbat fhall never 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven: By all wnich 
their Minds become darken’d, and fo infenii- 
ble of more czeleftial Glories, that they co not 
only refufe to enquire after them, but infa- 
moufly Scoff and Defpife thofe that do, asa 
foolith and mad People: To that {trange De- 
gree of Darknefs anu Impudence this Age has 
sot. Butif the exceeding Temperance, Chs- 
ftity, Virtue, Induftry and Contentednefs of 
very Heathens, “with the plain and neceflary 
Enjoyments, God has been pleafed to vouch- 
fafe the Sons and Daughters of Men, as fu^- 
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cient'to their Wants, and Conveniency ( that 
they may be the more at leifure to anfwer the 
great End of their being Born ) will not fuffice, 
but that they will exceed the Bounds, Precepts 
and Examples both of Heathens and Chrittians ; 
Aneguifh and Tribulation wiil overtake them, 
when they fhall have an Eternity to think up- 
on, with gnafhing Tecth, what to all Eternity 
they can never Remedy: Thefe difinal Wages 
are decreed for them, who fe far affront God, 
Heaven and eternal Felicity, as to neglect 
their Salvation from Sin here, and Wrath to 
come, for the Enjoyment of a few fading 
Pleafures. For fuch to think, notwithftand- 
ing their Lives of Senfe and Pleafure, wherein 
their Minds become Slaves to their Bodies, 
that they‘ fhall be everlaftingly Happy, is an 
Addition to their Evils; fince *tis a great 
Abufe to the holy God, that Men and Women 
fhould believe him an eternal Companion fer 
their carnal and fenfual Minds: Fer, as the 
Tree falls, fo ithes; and as Death leaves Men, 
Judgment finds them: And there is no Re- 
pentance in the Grave. Therefore I befeech 
you, to whom this comes, to wee With- 
draw a while; Jet not the Body fee All, 
talte All, enjoy All; but let the Soul fee too, 
tafte and enjoy thofe heavenly Comforts and 
Refrefhments, prover to that eternal World, 
of which fhe is an Inhabitant, and where fhe 
muft ever abide in a State of Peace or Plagues, 


when this vifible One fhall be diflolved. 
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"Denial of Self. §. 2. John Baptis Exam- 

ple §. 3. The Teftimonics of the Apoftle 
Peter, &c. ‘§.4. Pauls Godly Exhortation 
againft Pride, Covetoulnels and Luxury. §, 
5. The Primitive Chriftians nonconformity to 
the World. §. 6. Clemens Romanus againft 
the Vanity of the Gentiles. &. 7  Machiavel 

` of the Zeal of the Primitive Chriftians. §. 8. 
Tertullian, Chryfoftom, &c. on Mat. 12. 
36. §. 9. Gregory Nazianzcne. §. 10. 
Jerom. § 11. Hilary. §..12. Ambrofe, 
§. 13. Auguttine. §. 14. Council of Car- 
thage. §. 15. Cardan. §. 16. Gratian. 
§. 17, Petrus Beliontus. §. 18. Waldenfes. 
§. 19. What they underftood by Daily Bread 
in the Lord's Prayer. §. 20. Their Judg- 
ment concerning Taverns. §, 21. Dancing, 
Mufick, Sc. §. 22. An Epifile of Bartho- 
lomew Tertian to the Waldenhan Churches, 
Ee. §. 23. Tbeir extream Suffering and 
Faithfulnefs. Their Degeneracy reproved that 
Call them thar Anceftors. §. 24. Paulinus 
Bifhop of Nola, relieving Slaves and Prifo- 
ers. §. 25. Acacius Bifhep of mida, bis 
Charity to Enemies. 


F AVING abundantly fhewn, how 
much the Doctrine and Converfation of 

the v:rtuous Gentiles condemn the Pride, Ava- 
rice and Luxury of the profeffed Chriftians of 
the Times; I fhall, in the next Place, to dif- 
charge my Engagement, and farther fortify 
this Difcourfe, prefent my Reader with the 
Judgment of the moft Chriftian Times; asalfo 
of eminent Writers, both Ancient and Modern. 
I fhall begin with the bleffed Author of that 
Religion, E I, 
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Primi- §. 1. JESUS CHRIST, in whofe 
Cui- Mouth there was found no Guile, ( fent from 
ans, and (0d, with a Teftimony of Love to Mankind, 
thofe of and who laid down his Life for their Salvation ; 
more whom God hath raifed by his mighty Power 
- iag to be Lord of all J is of right to be firft heard 
sn F a . in this Matter; for never Man fpake like bim, 
ofthis to our Point; fhort, clear andclofe; and all 
Dif- | oppofite to the Way of this wicked World, 
courfe. Bleffed (fayshe ) are the Poor in Spirit, for 
theirs is the Kingdom of God: He doth not 

fay, bleffed are the Proud, the Rich, the 
Highminded : Here is Humility and the Fear 

of the Lord bleft. Bleffed are they that Mourn, 

Mat. 5. for they fhall be Comforted: He doth not fay, 
bleffed are the Feafters, Dancers and Revellers 

of the World, whofe Life is fwallowed up of 
Picafure and Jollity: No, as he was a Man 

of Sorrows, fo he bleft the Godly forrowful. 

Bleffed are the Meek, for they fhail inherit the 
Earth: He doth not fay, blefied are the Am- 

bitious, the Angry, and thofe that are puffed 

up: He makes not the Earth a Bleffing to 

them: And tho’ they get it by Conqueft and 
Rapine, it will at laft fall into the Hands of the 

Meek to inherit. Again, Blefféd are they 

which do Hunger and Thirh after Rightequfne/s; 

But no Blefling to the Hunger and Thirft of 

the luxurious Man. Bleffed are the Merciful, 

for they foall obtain Mercy: He draws Men 

to Tendernefs and Forgivenefs, by Reward, 

Haft thou one in thy Power that hath wronged 

Thee? Be not Rigorous, exad not the utmoft 
Farthing; be Merciful, and pity the Afflicted, 

for fuch are Bleffed. Yet further, Bleffed are 

the Pure in Heart, for they foall fee Gog: a 

cor 


No Crofs, no Crown. 


doth not fay, bleffed are the Proud, the Co- 
vetous, the Unclean, the Voluptuous, the 
Malicious: No, fuch ftall never fee God. 
Again, Bleffed are the Peace-Makers, for they 
foall be called the Children_of God: He doth 
not fay, bleffed are the Contentious, Back-biters, 
Tale-bearers, Brawlers, Fighters, Makers of 
War ; neither fhall they be called the Children 
of God, whatever they may call themfelves. 
Laftly, Bleffed are you, when Men fhail revile 
you, and perfecute you, and fay all Manner of 
Evil againft you falfly, for my fake, rejoyce and 
be exceeding glad, for great is your Reward in 
Heaven: He bleffeth the Troubles of his Peo- 
ple, and tranflates earthly Sufferings into hea- 
venly Rewards. He doth not fay, bleffed are 
you when the World fpeaks well of you, and 
fawns upon you: So that his Bleffings crofs 
the World’s ; for the World bleffeth thofe as 
Happy, that have the World’s Favour: He 
bleffeth thofe as Happy, that have the World’s 
Frowns. ‘This folveth the great Objection, 
Why are you fo foolifh to expofe your felves 
to the Law, to incur the Difpleafure of Ma- 
giftrates, and fuffer the Lofs of your Eftates 
and Liberties? Cannot a Man ferve God in 
his Heart, and «io as others do? Are you 
wifer than your Fore-fathers ? Call to mind 
< your Anceftors. Will you queftion their 
€ Salvation by your Novelties, and forget the 
< future Good of your Wife and Children, as 
< well as facrifice the prefent Comforts of your 
< Life, to hold up the Credit of a Party?” A 
Language I have more than once heard: I 
fay, this Doétrine of Chrift is an Anfwer and 
Antidote again{t the Power of this a 
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He teacheth us, to embrace Truth under all 
thofe Scandals. The Jews had more to fay of 
this kind than any, whofe Way had a more 
extraordinary Inftitution,; but Chrift minds not 
either Inftitution dr SucceMion. He “was a 
new Maa, and came to confecrate a new Way, 
and that in the Will of God; and the Power | 
that accompanied his Minutry, and that of his 
Follow-rs, abundantly proved the divine Au- 
thority of his Mufion, who thereby warns his 
to expect and to bear Contradiction, Reviling 
and Perfecution: For if they did it to the 
green Tree, much more were they to expect 
that ticy would do it to the dry: If to the 


Lord, then to the Servant. 


Why then fhouid Chriftians fear that Res 
proach and Tribulation, that are the Com- 
panions of his Religion, fince they work to 
his fincere Followers a far more exceeding and 
eternal Weight of Glory? But indeed they 
have great Caufe to fear and be afhamed, who 
are tne Authors of fuch Reproach and Saffer- 
ing, fo contrary to the meek and merciful 
Spirit of Chrift: For if they are bleffed, who 
are reviled and perfecuted for his Sake; the 
Revilers and Perfecutors muft be cuffed. But 
this is not all: He bad his Difciples follow 
kim, learn of him, for be was Meek and Lowly: 
Fie taught them to bear Injuries, and not {mite 
again; to exceed in Kindnefs; to ga two 
Miles, when afk’d to go one; to part with 
Cloak and Coat too; to give to them that afk, 
and to lend to them that borrow ; ‘to forgives 
nay, and love Enemies too; commanding them, 
faying, Blefs them that curfe you; do Geod ta 
them that bate you, and Pray for them which 
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defpitefully ufe you, and perfecute you: Urgin 
an fall a Mott fenfible fee. Thar 
faith he, you may be the Children of your Father, 
which is in Heaven: For he maketh the Sun to 
rife upon the Good and Evil, and his Rain to 
defeend upon the Juft and the Unjuf. He alfo 
taught his Difciples, to believe and rely upon 
God’s Providence, from the Care that he had 
over the leaft of his Creatures: Therefore, 
faith he, I fay unto you, takeno Thought for your 
Life, what you fhall eat, and what you fhail 
drink, nor yet for your Body, what you fhall put 
on: Is not the Life more tkan Meat, and the 
Body, than Raiment? Behold the Fowls of the 
Air, for they fow not, neither do they reap, nor 
gather into Barns, yet your heavenly Father 
feedeth them: Are you not much better than they? 


Which of you by taking Thought, can add one 


Cubit unto bis Stature? And why take you 
thought for Raiment? Confider the Liilies of the 
Field, bow they grow, they toil not, neither do 
they fpin: And yet I fay untoyou, that ever 
Solomon in all bis Glory, was not arrayed like 
one of thefe. Wherefore, if God fo clotheth ihe 
Grafs of the Field, wbich to Day is, and to 
Morrow is cafi into the Oven, fhall be not much 
more clothe you? O ye of little Faith! There- 
fore, take no Thought, faying, What jhali we 
eat, or what fhall we drink, or where witbal 
foall we be Clotbed ? ( For after all thofe Things 
Go the Gentiles feek) For your heavenly Father 
knoweth that you have need of all thefe Things. 
But feek you frh the Kingdom of God, and his 
Righteoufnefs, and all thefe Things foall be added 
unto you. Take therefore no Thought for to 
Morrow, for ta Morrow fhall take Thought pe 
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the Things of it felf, fufficient is the Day for the 
Evil thereof. Oh! how plain, how {weet, 
how full, yet how Brief are his bleffed Sen- 
tences! They thereby fhew from whence they 
came, and that Divinity it felf tpoke them: 
What are labour’d, what are forced and icat- 
tered in the beft of other Writers, and not all 
neither, is here compriz’d after a natural, cafy 
and confpicuous Manner. He fets Nature 
above Art, and Truft above Care. ‘This 1s 
He that himfeif came Poor into the World, 
and fo lived init: He lay in a Manger, con- 
verfed with Mechanicks ; fafted much, retired 
often: And when he feafted, it was with 
Barley Loaves and Fifh, drefs’d doubtlefs in 
an eafy and homely Manner. He was Solitary 
in his Life, in his Death Ignominious: The 
Foxes had Holes, the Birds of the Air bad Nets, 
but the Son of Man had not a Place whereon to 
lay kis Head. tie that made all Things as God, 
had Nothing as Man; which hath this bleffed 
Inftruétion in it, that the meaneft and pooreft 
fhould not be dejected, nor yet the richeft and 
higheft be exalted. In fine, having taught 
this Doctrine, and lived as he fpoke, he died 
to confirm it; and offer’d up bimfelf a Propi- 
tiation for the Sins of the whole World when no 
other Sacrifice could be found, that could at- 
tone for Man with God: Who rifing above 
the Power of Death and the Grave, hath led 
Captivity Captive, and is become the firit Born 
from the Dead, and Lord of the Living ; and 
his living People praife him, who is worthy 
for ever: 

§. 2. Jonn the Baptift, who was the Fore- 
runner of Chrift’s Appearance in the Flefh, did 
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by his own Abftinence fufficiently declare what 
Sort of Perfon it was he came to prepare and 
befpeak People to receive. For, tho’ fanti- 
fied in his Mother’s Womb, and declared by 
Chrift to be the greateft of all Prophets, yet 
his Cloathing was but a coarfe Garment of 
Camel’s Hair, and a Leathern Girdle, and his 
Food only Locufts and wild Honey: A Life 
very Natural and of great Simplicity. This 
was all the Pomp and Retinue, which the 
preateft Ambaflador that ever came to the 
World was attended with, about the beft of 
Meflages, to wit, Repent, for the Kingdom of 
God is at Hand. And, There is one coming Mark ty 
after me, whofe Shoes-latchet I am not worthy P *' 
to unloofe, who foall Baptize you with Fire, and 
with the Holy Ghoft; and is the Lamb of Ged 
that taketh away the Sin of the World, Did 
the Fore-runner of the Coming of Ged ( for 
Emanuel is God with Men) appear without 
the State, Grandetr, and Luxury of the World; 
and fhall thofe who pretend to receive the 
Meifage, and that for glad Tidings too, and 
confefs the Emanuel, Chrift Jefus, to ġe the 
Lord, live in the Vanity and Excefs- of the 
World, andcare more for their fine Clothes, 
delicate Difhes, rich Furniture, ftately Atten- 
dance, and pleafant Diverfion, than for the 
holy Crofs of Chrif, and the blefled Narrow 
Way that leadeth to Salvation? Be afhamed 
and Repent! l 

§. 3. Peter; ANDREW; Puiirp, and the 
reft of the holy Apoftles, were by @alling as 
well as Doctrine, not a luxurious People; for © 
they were made up of poos Fifhermen and 
Mechanicks: For Chrift called not his Difcipies 
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out of higher Ranks of Men, nor had they 
Ability, any more than Will, to ufe the Ex- 
cefies herein reproved. You may conceive 
what their Lives were by what their Mafter’s 
Doétrine was; for they were the true Scholars 
of his heavenly Difcipline. Peter thus fpeaks, 
and exhorteth the Chriftians of his Time, Let 
not your Adorning be that outward Adorning of 
plaiting the Hair, and the wearing of Gold, 
and of putting on of Apparel, but let it be the 
hidden Man of the Heart, in that which is not 
Corruptible, even the Ornament of a meek and 
quiet Spirit, which is in the Sight of God of 
great Price, for. after this Manner zn the old 
Time, the boly Women, who alfo irufted in God, 
adorned themfelves. Wherefore gird up the 
Loins of your Minds, be Sober, and-hope to the 
End, as obedient Children, not fafbioning your 
felves according to your former Lufts, in your 
Ignorance, but as be, which bath called you is 
Holy, fo be you, boly in all Manner of Conver [a- 
tion, and giving ail Diligence, adding to your 
Faith, Virtue; to Virtue, Knowledge : ; and to 
Knowledge, Temperance; and to Lemperance, 
Pi bat. ; and to Patience, Godlinefs; and to 
Godlinefs, Brotherly Kindnefs ; and to Brotherly 
Kindnefs, Charity; for if thefe Things be in 
you and abouird, they make you that you foall be 
neither Barren utr Unfruitful: For fo an En- 
trance foall be miniftred unto you abundantly, 
into the everlafting Kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour Jefus Chrift: Not rendering Evil for 
Evil, of Railing for Railing, but contrary- 
wife Bleffing s knowing, that ye are thereunto 
called, that ye foould inherit. a Blefing’: For 
even hereunto were ye called, becaufe Corift alfo 
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fiffered for us, leaving us an Example, that we Pet. 2 
Jhould follow his Steps, who did no Sin, neither ph aa 
was Guile found in bis Mouth, who, when be 
was reviled, reviled not again, when be 
fuffer’d, he threatened not, but committed bimfelf 
to him that judgeth righteoufly. 

§. 4: Paur, who was alfo an Apoftle, 
though, as he faith, born out of due Time: A 
Man of great Knowledge and Learning, but 
I count it, faith he, all lofs for the Excellency Phil. 43 
of the Knowledge of Chrif Jefus my Lord, for 8. 
whom I have fuffered the lofs of all Things, and 
do count them but Dung, that I may win Chrift. 
Brethren, be Followers of me, and mark them 
which walk fo, as ye bave us for an Example: 
For many walk, of whom I have told you often; 
and now tell you, even Weeping, that they are 
the Enemies of the Cro/s of Chrift, whofe End is. 
Deftruétion, for their God is their Belly, they 
glory in their Shame, and they mind earthly 
Things. For our Converfation is in Heaven; 
from whence we look alfo for our Saviour, the 
Lord Fefus Chrif. In like manner alfo, Iwill , qin, 
that Women adorn themfelves in modelt ares, 2.9. 10, 
with Shamefacedne/s and Sobriety, not with 
broidered Hair, or Gold, or Pearls, or coftly 
Array, but with good Works, as becometh Wo- 
men profefing Godlinefs. Be followers of God, 
as dear Children, ana walk in Love, as Chrif Eph. ¢4 
alfo hath loved us: But Fornication, and all 
Vaciar and Covetoufne/s, let it not be once 

among ft you, as becometh Sainis, neither 
Filsbinefs, nor Eix ifb be x nor Se ching, 
which arenot convenient ; but rather giving of 
Thanks: For this ye mn that no Whore- 
monger, unclean Perfon, mer covetous Man, 
Bbz “be 
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who is ant Idolater, bath an Inheritance in thé 
Kingdom of Chrif, and of God. See then that 
you walk Circumfpecily, not as Fools, but as 
Wife, redeeming the Time, becaufe the Days are 
Evil. Wherefore be ye not unwife, but under- 
handing what the Will of the Lord is; and be 
not drunk with Wine, wherein is Excefs; but 
be filled with the Spirit, [peaking to your felves 
in Hymas and fpiritual Songs, finging, and 
making Melody in your Hearts to the Lord. Re- 
joyce in the Lord always, and I fay again, Re- 
joyce. Let your Moderation be kaown to all 
Men, for the Lord is at Hand. Be careful for 
nothing, for we brought nothing into this World, 
and it is certain we can carry nothing out: 
And, saving Food and Raiment, let us be 
therewith content, for Godline/s with Content- 
ment 73 great Gain: But they that will be Rich, 
yall into Temptation, and a Snare, and into 
many foolifh and hurtful Luts, which drown 
Men in Perdition and Deftruétion ; for the Love 
of Money, is the Root of all Evil, which 
whiif Jome coveted after, they have erred from 
the Faith, and pierced themfelves through witl: 
many Sorrows ; but thou, O Man of God, flee 
shefe Things, and follow after Righteoufne/s, 
Godtinefs, Faith, Love, Patience, Meekne/s. 
Fight the good Fight of Faith, and lay bold ow 
sternal Life, whereunto thou art alfo called, 
and baf profeffed a good Profefion before many 
Witnefles. I give thee charge in the Sight of 
God, who quickeneth all Things, and before 
Chrif Jefus, who before Pontius Pilate witneffed 
a good Confefion, that thou keep this Command- 
mondment without Spot, anrebuke-able, until the 
Appearing of our Lord Jefus Chrif. Charge = 

then 
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fbem that are Rich in this World, that they be 
not High-minded, nor truf in uncertain Riches, 
but in the Living God, who giveth us richly all 
Things to enjoy, that they do Good, that they be 
rich in good Works, ready to diftribute, willing 
to communicate, laying up in fore for themfelves 
a good Foundation againft the Time to come, that 
they may lay hold on eternal Life. O Timothy, 
keep that which is committed to thy Truf, avoid- 
ing profane and vain Babblings, and Oppofitions 
of Science, falfly fo called, which fome profefing, 
have erred concerning the Faith. Grace be with 
thee, Amen. This was the bleffed Doctrine 
thefe Meffengers of eternal Life declared, end 
which is more, they liv’d as they fpoke. You 
find an Account of their Reception in the 
World, and the Way of their Living, in his 
firft Epiftle to the Corinthians; For T think, 
faith he, that God bath fent forth us (the 
Apoftles ) Jaf, as it were, Men appointed to 
Death, for we are made a Spectacle to the World, 
to Angels, and to Men. We are Fools for 
Chrif s Sake, we are weak, we are defpifed: 
Even unto this prefent Hour we both Hunger and 
Thirft, and bave no certain dwelling Place ; 
and labour, working with our Hands: Being 
Reviled, weblefs, being Perfecuted, we Juffer it; 
being Defamed, we entreat. We are made as 
the Filth of the World, and are as the Off-/cour- 
ing of all Things unto this Day. This was the 
Entertainment thofe faithful Followers of Jefus 
received at the Hands of an ungrateful World: 
Be he who tells us of Hts alfo tells us, it is 
no unufual Thing ; For, faith he, fuch as will 
live ( ~~ in Chrif efus, mufe fuffer Perfcy> 
rion,  Befides he knew, it had been the Portion 
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of the Righteous in preceding Agës, “as in his 
excellent Account of the Faith, Trials and 
Victory of the holy Ancients, in his Epiftle to 
the Hebrews, he docs largely exprefs, where 
he telis us, how great a Sojourner Abraham 
was, even in the Land of Promife, a Stranger 
in his own Country, (for God had given it 
unto him and his Pofterity) Dwelling, faith 
he, sn Tents, with Ifaac and Facob. And why 
not better fettled ? Was it for Want of Under- 
ftanding, or Ability, or Materials? No, he 
gives 2 better Reafon; * For- ({faith he) Abra- 
< bam look’d for a City which had Founda- 
€ tions, whofe Builder and Maker is God.’ 
And {peaking of Mofes, he tells us, * That by 
Faith, when he was come to Years of Dif- 
cretion, he refufed to be called the Son of 
Pharaoh’s Daughter, chufing rather to fuffer 
Affliction with the People of God, ‘than to 
enjoy the Pleafures of Sin for a Seafon, 
efteeming the Reproach of Chrift greater 
Riches than the Treafures of Egypt; for he 
had refpect unta the Recompence of Reward, 
nor feared he the Wrath of the King, for he 
endured, feeing him who is invifible. He 
adds, and others had ‘Trials of cruel Mock- 
ings and Scourgings; yea, moreover, of 
Bonds’and Imprifonments : They were fton- 
ed, they were fawen afunder, were tempted, 
were flain with a Sword; they wandered 
about in Sheep-Skins and Goat-Skins, being 
deftitute, afflicted, tormented, of whom the 
World was not Worthy. ‘They wander’d in 
Deferts, and in Mountains, and in Dens, 
and Caves of the Earth, and thele all have 
sotqined a good Report.’ Methinks this 
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fhould a little abate the Intemperance of pro- 
feffed Chriftians. Ido not biď them be thus 
Miferabie, but I would not have them mfke 
fhemfelves fo hereafter ; for this afflicted Life 
hath Joys tranfcending the utmoft Pleafure 
that Sin can give, and inthe End it will be 
found that it were better to be a poor Pilgrim, 
than a Citizen of the World. Nor was this 
only the Life and Inftruétions of Apoftolical 
Teachers; the fame Piainnefs and Simplicity of 
Life was alfo followed by the firft Chriftians. 
§. 5. The Primitive CHRISTIANS, 
Ouzelius, in his Animadverfions on Mixutius 
Felix, faith, ‘ Were reproached by the Gen- 
© tiles, for their ill-Breeding, rude and unpo- 
“difhed Language, unfafhionable Behaviour, 
< asa People that knew not how to carry them- 
© felves in their Addreffes and Salutations, call- 
< ing them Rufticks and Clowns, which the 
< Chriftians eafily bore, valuing their Profed- 
< fion the more for its Nonconformity to the 
< World: Wherefore it was ufual with them, 
< by way of Irony and Contempt, to call the 
© Gentiles, the Well-bred, the Eloquent and 
€ the Learned.” This he proves by ample 
Teftimonies out of Arnobius, Latiantius, lfio- 
dorus Pelufiota, Theodoret, and others. Which 
may inftruct us, that the Chriftians Behaviour 
was not regulated by the Cuftoms of the Coun- 
try they I1ved in, as is ufuaily objected againft 
our Singularity: No, they refufed the Em- 
bellifhment of Art, and would not wear the 
Furniture of her Invention, but as they were 
Singular in the Religion, fo in the Way of 
their Converfation among Men, 
§, 6. Clemens Romanus ( if Author of 
Bb4 the 
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the Conftitutions that go under his Name ) 
hath this amongft the reft: Abftain from the 
vain Books of the Gentiles. What have you 
to do with ftrange and unprofitable Difcourfes 

which only ferve to feduce weak Perfons | 

This Clementis remembered by Paulin one of 
his Epiftles, whoin this exactly follows his 
Advice to Timothy, about vain Koel 
doubtful Difputes, and Oppofition of Science. 
Let us fee how this Moderation and Purity of 
Manners continued. 

.7. Macuiaver (no mean Author ) in 
his Difputations affures us, That the firft Pro- 
moters of Chriftianity, were fo diligent in root- 
ing out the Vanities and Superftitions of the 
Gentiles, that they commanded all fuch Poets 
and Hifterians, which commended any Thing 
of the Gentile-Converfation, or Worfhip, to 
be burn’d: But that Zeal is evidently extin- 
euifhed, and thofe Follies revived among the 
Profeffors of the Religion of Jefus. 

§. 8. TERTULLIAN, CHRYSOSTOM, THE- 
OPHYLACT, GREGORY NAZIANZENE, Up- 
on thefe Words of Chrift, But I fay unto you, 
that every idle Word that Men fhall fpeak, they 
foall give Account thereof in the Day f Judg- 
ment: Thus reflect upon vain Difcourfe ; the 
Words mean (faith Tertullian) of all vain and 
fuperflueus Speech, more Talk than is necef- 
fary : Says Chry/oftom, of fuch Wards as are 
not convenient, not profitable, but move Im- 
modefty. Says Theophylag, of all Lyes, Ca- 
lumnies, all inordinate and ridiculous Speeches. 
Says Gregory, fuch Words Men fhall account 

for, which want that Profit, ever redoundin 
from modelt Difcourfes, and that are feldom 
, uttered 
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uttered from any preceding Neceffity or Caufe ; 
Things frivolous, Fables, old Wive’s Tales. 
All which fu'fciently reprehend the Plays, 
Peztry, and Romances oj the Times, of great 
Folly, Vanity and Sin. 

_§. 9. Grecory, and this a Father of the 
Church, a very extraordinary Man, was fo 
Zealous for the Simplicity and Purity of the 
Mind, Language and Lives of the Chriftians 
of his Time, that he fupprefied feveral Greek 
Authors, as Menander, Diphilus, -pollodorus, 
Philemon, Alexis, Sappbo, and others, which 
were the Recreat.ons of the vain Gentiles: 
Thus Cardan. Hear his Judgment of fine 
Clothes ( none of the leaft Part of the Luxury 
and Vanity of the Age) There be fome, 
faith be, are of Opinion, that the wear- 
ing of precious and fumptuous Appar el is no 
Sah ; which, if it were no Fault, the divine 
Word would never have fo punaually exprefs- 
ed nor hiftorically related, how the rich Man, 
that was tormented in Hell, was clothed in Pur- 
ple and Silk : Whence we may note, that touch- 
ing the Matter or SubdjeCt of Attire, human 
Curiofity availeth highly: The firit Subftance 
of our Garments was very mean, to wit, Skins 
with Wool; when it is we read, God made 
Adam and his Wife Coats of Skins; that is, 
of Skins of dead Beafts. Afterwards ( to fee 
the growing Pride and Vanity of Men and 
Women ) they came to pure Wool, becauie 
lighter; after that, to Flax, than to Dung and 
Ordy of Worrfis:; to wit, Silk; laftly to 
Gold and Silver, and precious Stones, which 
Excefs of Apparel highly difpieafed God: For 
inftance whereof ( whigh the very Pagans 
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themfelves obferved ) we read that the very 
firt among the Romans, that ever wore Purple, 
was ftruct with a Thunder-Bolt, and fo died 
fuddenly for a Terror to all fucceeding Times, 
that none fhould attempt to live proudly in 
precious Attixe. This was the Senfe of Gre- 
gory Nazianzene, that ancient Chriftian Wri- 
ter, who wore commonly a poor Coat, like to 
a Frock, fo did Fuftin Martyr, Jerom, and 
Auftin as their beft Robe. 

§. 10. Jerom, (a famous Man, and alfo 
{tiled a Father of the Church ) above all others, 
feems pofitrve in this Matter, in an Epiftle 
he wrote toa noble Virgin, called Dometrias, 
in which he exhorted her, * That after fhe had 
© ended her Devotion, fhe fhould take in Hand 
< Wool and Weaving, after the commenda- 
© ble Example of Dorcas ; that by fuch chang- 
‘ ing and variety of Works, the Day might 
< feem lefs tedious, and the Attempts of Sa- 
< tan lefs grievous, concluding his religious 
Exhortation with this pofitive Sentence: ( fays 
he ) < I fpeak generally, no Raiment or Habit 
< whatfoever fhall feem precious in Chrift’s 
< Sight, but that which thou makeft thy Self; 
€ either for thy own particular Ufe, or Exam- 
< ple of other Virgins, or to give unto thy 
< Grand-mother, or Mother; no, tho’ other- 
€ wife thou didft diftribute thy Goods to the 
€ Poor.’ Let but this Strictnefs be confider- 
ed, and compared with the Apparel and Con- 
verfation of the Age: For however, Pharifee- 
like, they otherwife Saint him, and call him 
an holy Father, fure: it is, they reject his 
Counfel. 

§. 11. Hitary,. Bifhep of Poittiers, a 
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Father of the Church, and famous for his 
Writings againft the Arrians, having travelled 
into Syi ta, was informed, that Abra his only 
Daughter, whom he left with her Mother, 
was by the greateft Lords of the Country folli- 
cited in Marriage; being a young Woman, 
~well-bred, fair and rich, and in the Prime of 
her Age; he writ to her, earneftly preffing 
ther, < By no means to fix her Affections upon 
€ the Pleafure, Greatnefs or Acyantage that 
€ might be prefented to her; for in his Voy- 
f age he had found a greater and worthier 
s Match, an Huiband of far more Power and 
‘ Magnificence ; ; who would encow her with 
£ Robes and Jewels of an ineftimable Value.’ 
This he did to take off her Defires from the 
World, that he might wed her unto God: 
And it was fervent and frequent Prayer, which 
in fome Senfe was anfwered; for fhe lived 
religiouly, and died a Virgin; which fhewed 
great Nobility of Mind, that taught his Dangh- 
ter to tread upon the Mountains of Worldiy 
Glory ; and it was not lefs honourable in her, 
that fo readily yielded to the excellent Counfel 
of her pious Father. "y 
§. 12. Amprose, anether Father, who was 
Lieutenant of the Province and City of Milan, 
and upon his difcreet appeafing of the Multi- 
tude, diferdered upon fome Differcnce amongft 
them, about elefting a Bifhop, was by their 
uniform Confent chofen himfelf; although 
this Perfon of all others, might have been 
thought to plead for the accuitomed Recrea- 
tions, efpecially not having been long a Chri- 
ftian, (for he was a Catecumenift, ar one but 
ately inftracted ) at the Time of his being 
Elected 
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Elected ; yet doth he in fo many Words deter- 
mine the Matter thus: < Plays ought not to 
< be known by Chriftians; then not made, 
‘< heard, and defended by Chriftians; or they 
< muft be none, that do fo.’ 

§.13. AUGUSTINE, more famous for his 
many Books, and Knowledge in Church-Af- 
fairs, whofe Sentences are Oracles with fome, 
gives this as his Opinion of Plays, and the like 
Recreations, that they were more pernicious 
and abominable, than thofe idolatrous Sacri- 
fices, which were offered in Honour of the 
Pagan Gods; doubtlefs he thought the one not 
fo ‘offenfive to Reafon, and the impreffions 
Divinity hath made on every Underftanding, 
as the other were very pleafant to the Senfes, 
and therefore apt to fteal away the Mind from 
better Things; for *twas his Maxim, That 
every Thing a Man doth is either an Hinder- 
ance or Furtherance to Good. This would be 
efteemed intolerable Doctrine in a poor Qua- 
ker, yet will the Quaker rejoyce if it be efteem- 
ed and followed, as good Doctrine in Au- 
guftine. 

§.14. The Counciy or CARTHAGE, tho’ 
Times began’ to look fomewhat Miftier, and 
the Purity and Spirituality of Religion to be 
much declined by the Profeffors of Chriftianity ; 
yet there was fo much Zeal left again{ft the 
worft Part of Heathenifm, that I find an ex- 
prefs Canon againft the Reading of vain Books, 
and Comedies of the Gentiles, left the Minds 
of the People fhould be defiled by them. But 
this Age either hath no fuch Canon, or execut- 


seth it not, to the Shame of their Profeffion. 


§..15, CARDAN more particularly relateth, 
> how 
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how even Gregory the Great was fo zealous of Cardan: 
preferving Purity of Manners among the Chri- . oe 
ftians ( who lived almoft two hundred Years “*" * 
after the Carthaginian Council ) that he caufed 
many Latin Authors to be burn’d, as vain and 
lafcivious; as Cecilianus, Afranius, Nevius, 
Licinus, Zeunius, Attilius, Vior, Livy’s Dia- 
logues; nor did Plautus, Martial and Terence 


~ (fo much in Requeft, both in the Schools and 


Academies of the Land) efcape their honeft 
Zeal, although the Multitude of Copies fo far 
fruftrated their good Intentions, as that they 
are multiply’d of late. 

§. 16. Gratian alfo had fuch like Paflages r. 
ás thefe, We fee that the Priefts of the Lord, Lauten- 
neglecting the Gofpel and the Prophets, read tiodelib. 
Comedies or Plays, and fing Love-Verfes, Gentil 
and read Virgil ( a Book in which is yet fome P: 4° 
good Expreffions ) Strange! that thefe Things at 
ihould have been to feverely cenfur’d of Old, 
and that Perfons whofe Names are had in fo 
much Reverence, fhould repute thefe their 
Cenfures, the Conftruétion of Chrift’s Pre- 
éepts, and the natural Confequences of the 
Chriftian Doétrine ; and yet that they fhould 
be fo far neglected of this Age, as net to be 
judged worthy an Imitation. But pray let us 
near what Doctrine the Waldenjes teach in this 
Affair. 

§. 17. Petrus Betronius, that great and Per, 
inquifitive Traveller, when he came to Mount Belt. 
Athos, where there live in feveral Monatteries, bfer. f. 
fix Thoufand Coloieri; or religious Perfons pig 7? 
( fo called ) he did not fo much zs find there 
(no, nor in all Greece ) one Man acquainted 
mith the Converfation of thofe Parts; for m 
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they had feveral Manufcripis of Divinity in 
Cap. 39. their Libraries, yet not one Poet or Hitto 
for the Rulers of that Church were fuch Ene. 
mies to that Sort of Learning, that they ana- 
thematiz’d all fuch Priefts and religious Perfons 
as fhouid real or tranicribe any Books, but 
what treated of Religion: And perfwaded all 
others, that it was not lawful for a Chriftian 
to ftudy Poefie, &c. though nothing 1s more 
grateful in thefe Days. Zeno was of the fame 
Opinion againft Poetry 
XII. §. 18. Watpenses, were a People fo 
Cap. call’d, from one Peter Waldo, a Citizen of 
elit. de Lyons 3 in France, in the Year 1160, that inha- 
at A bited Piedmont, elfewhere cailed Albigenfes, 
Vignia from the Country of Albia; Lollardsin Eng- 
Hit. land, from one Reynard Lollard, who fome- 
Bibl. p. time after came into thefe Parts, and preached 
Diabran, Dolly againft the Idolatries, Superftitions, and 
Hit, | vain C Converfation of the Inhabitants of this 
Bohem Iland. They had many other Names, as 
14.  Arnoldifts, Efperorifts, Henricians, Siccars, 
hry! E Infabaches, Patarenians, Turlupins, Lyonitts, 
temp. p, Fraticelli, Heffites, Bohemians ( {till the fame) 
458. — but finally, by their Enemies, damnable Here- 
Mat. ticks; tho” by the Proteftants, the true Gnurch 
Paris. ~~ of Chrift. And to omit many Teftumonies, I 
= of willinitance only in Bihop Ufer, who in his 
` Difeourfe of the Succeffion of the Chriftian 
Church, defends them not only as true Re- 
Bellar. formers, but makes .the Succeffion of the Pro- 
an cap, teftant Church to be mainly evineible from 
2.26 em. their Antiquity. I fhall forbear all the Cir- 
26. cumftances and Principles they held, or in 
which he ftforgly defends them againft the 
Cruelty and Ignorance of their Adverfariesys 
particularly 
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particularly Rainerius, Rubis Capétaneis, 8c, Ecchitis. 
only what they held concerning our prefent ¢o™ loc. 
Subject of Apparel and Recreations, I cannet 41° 7 
be fo injurious to the Truth, their Self-Denial, 6. ‘Con. 
the Good of others, at whofe Reformation I Hieret 
aim, and my own Difcourfe, as to omit it. Pe 99- 
And therefore I fhall proceed to alledge their 
Faith and Praétice in thefe Matters, however 
efteem’d but of a trifling Importance, by the 
Loofe, Wanton, and Carnal-minded of this 
Generation; whofe feeling is loft by the En- 
joyment of their inordinate Defires, and that 
think it an high State of Chriftianity to be no 
better than the Beafts that perifh, namely, in 
not being exceflive ih Newgate, and meer 
Kennel-Enormities; that thefe ancient Re- 
formers had another Sénfe Of thefe Things, 
and that they made the Converfation of the 
Gofpel of a crucified JESUS, to intend and 
require another Sort of Life, than what is ufed 
by almoft all thofe who account thernfelves 
Members of his Church ; I fhall fhew out of 
their own Doctrines, as found in their moft 
authentick Hiftories. a 
§. FQ. To be brief, In Mer Expofition up- Jo. 

Ón the Lord’s Prayer, that Part of it which Pauh 
fpeaks thus, Give us this Dayour daily Bread, E 
where next to that fpiritual Bread, ( which. way 
they make it to be the Duty of all to feek more c: catf, 
than Life) they come pofitively to deny the 1 ie 3. 
Praying for more than 1s requifite for outward P. 37- 
Neceffities, or that it’s lawful to ufe more; $i- 
condemning all Superfiúity and Excefs, “out of joe te 
Fafhion, Pride or Wantonnefs, not only of noftre 
Bread, but all,outward Things, which they par 
judge to be thereby comprehended, _ufing 
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quotidian Fzekiel’s Words, § That fulnefs of Bread, and 
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< abundance of Idlenefs, was the Caufe of the 
< Wickedneis and the Abominations of Sodon:, 
< for which God by Fire deftroyed them off 
“the Earth? Whereupon they conclude, 
with an ancient Father of the Primitive Church, 
after this manner, ‘ That coftly Apparel, Su- 
< perfluity in Diet (as three Dithes, when one 
‘ will ferve ) Play, Idlencfs, and Sleep, fatten 
the Body, nourifh Luxury, weaken the Spi- 
rit, and lead the Soul unto Death; but 
(fay they ) a fpare Diet, Labour, fhort 
Sleep, plain and mean Gatments, help to 
purify the Soul, tame the Body, mortify the 
Lufts of the Flefh, and comfort the Spirit.’ 


a & A A A A 


So fevere were they, that in that Chapter of . 


the Inftructions ef their Children, they would 
not fuffer them to converfe with thofe of ftrange 
Places or Principles, whofe Converfanon was 
Gaming, Plays, and the like wanton Recrea- 
tions; but efpecially concerning, young Wo» 
men, < A Man ( fay they ) muft have agreat 
© Care of his Daughter: Haft thou Daughters ? 
< Keep them within to wholefome Things ; 
‘ fee they wander not; for Dinah, Facob’s 
< Daughter, was corrupted, by being feen of 
é Strangers.” They affirm no better to be the 
general Event of fuch Converfation. 

< To which & fhall add their Judgment and 


. Practice concerning Taverns, Publick Houfes 


for Treats and Pleatures, with which the Land 
fwarms in our Days. 

§. zo. * A Tavern is the Fountain of Sin, 
€ the Schoo! of the Devil, it works Wonders 
‘ fitting the Place:’ It is the Cuftom of Ged 
to thew his Power in his Clurch, and to work 

Miracles ; 


~ 
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Miracles , that is to fay, to give Sight to the depieis 
fpiritually Blind, to make the Lame to Leap, firs es 
the Dumb to Sing, the Deafto Hear: Bur ak Ta. 
the Devil doth quite contrary to all thefé in pecca 
Taverns, and the like Places of Pleafure. For Efeneia 


goes upright; but when he comes forth, ke 
cannot go at all; he has loft his Sight, Speech, 
and Hearing too. The Lectures that are read 
in this School of the Devil ( fay thefe poor 
Waldenfes, and fiit Reformers ) are Glutto= 
mies, Oaths, Perjuries, Lyings, Blafphemies, 
Flatteries, and divers other wicked Villanies 
and pernicious Effects, by which the Heart is 
withdrawn further and further from God; And 
as the Book of Ecclefiafticus faith; Lhe Taverner 
foall wot be freed from Sin. i" e 

But above other Recreations, do but ferioiifly 
obferve, of what Danger and ill Confequence 
thefe firt Reformers thought Dancing, Mu- 
fick, and the like Paftimes to be, which are 
the greateft Divertifements of the Times, viž. | 

§. 21. Dancing is the Devil’s Proceffion, tê Baise 
and he that enters into a Dance, entefeth into Fok 
his Proceffion; the Devil is the Guide; the ga je 
Middle, and the End of the Dance; as many Diavol 
Paces as a Man maketh in Dancing, fo many & qui 
Paces doth he make to go to Hell. A Man 7 
finneth in Dancing divers Ways, for all his bt me. 
Steps are numbered ; in his Touch, in his Or- Sp. Alny, 
naments, in his Hearing, Sight, Speech, and fol: so, 
other Vanities. And therefore we will prove, 5'> 52s 
firft by the Scripture, and aftetwars by divers } eM os 
ether Reafons, how wicked a Thing it is to 46. PÈ 
Dance. ‘The rA Teftimony that we wil! pró- 37. 29- 
duce; is that which we read in thé Goipel, 
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where "tis faid, it pleafed Herod fo well, that 
it coft Jobn Baptift his Life. The fecond is 
in Exodus, when Mofes coming near to the 
Congregation, faw the Calf, he caft the Tables 
from him, and broke them at the Foot of the 
Mountain ; and afterwards it coft three Thouf= 
and their Lives. »Befides, the Ornaments 
which Women wear in their Dances, are as 
Crowns for many Victories, which the Devil 
hath got again{ft the Children of God, for the 
Devil hath not only one Sword in the Dance, 
but as many as there are beautiful and well- 
adorned Perfons in the Dance; for the Words 
of a Woman are a glittering Sword. And 
therefore that Place is much to be feared, 
wherein the Enemy hath {o many Swords, fince 
that only one Sword of his may be juftly fear- 
ed. Again, The Devil in this Place ftrikes 
with a fharpened Sword; for the Women (who 
make it acceptable ) come not willingly to the 
Dance, if they be not painted and adorned ; 


which (Painting and Ornament ) isas a Whet- | 


ftone, on which the Devil fharpeneth his 
Sword.——They that deck and adorn their 
Daughters, are like thofe that put dry Wood 
to the Fire, to the End it may burn the better: 
For fuch Women kindle the Fire of Luxury in 
the Hearts of Men. As Samp/fon’s Foxes fired 
the Philiftines Corn; fo thefe Women, they 
have Fire in their Faces, and in their Geftures 
and Actions, their Glances and wanton Words, 
by which they confume the Goods of Men. 
They proceed, The Devil in the Dance ufeth 
the ftrongeft Armour that he hath; for his 
moft powerful Arms are Women: Which is 
made plain unte us, in that the Devil made 


Choice 


: 


No Crofs, no Crown. 337 


Choice of the Woman to deceive the firft Man: 

So did Balaam, that the Chil/ren of Ifrael 

might be rejected of God. By a Woman he 
rade Sampfon, David and Abfaiom to fin. 

The Devil temptetn Men by Women three 

thanner of Ways; that is, by the Zouch, by 

the Eye, by the Ear; by thefe three Means he 

tempteth foolifh Men to Dancing, by touch- 

ing theìr tiands, beholding their Beauty, hear- 

ing their Songs and Mufick. -— Again, They 

that Dance, “break that Promife and Agree- 

ment they have made with God in Baptifin, 

when their Godfathers promife for them, That 

they fhall renounce the Devil and all bis Pomp ; 

for Dancing is the Pomp of the Devil; and 

he that danceth, maintaineth his Pomp, and 

fingeth his Mafs. For the Woman that fing- 

eth in the Dance, is the Priorefs ( or Chiefeft ) 

of the Devil, and thofe that anfwer» are the 

Clerks, and the Beholders are the Parifhioners, 

ahd the Mufick are the Bells, and the Fidlers 

the Minifters of the Devil. For, as when 

Hogs are ftrayed, if the Hogherd call one, all 

affemble themfelves together 5 fo the Devil 

¢aufeth one Woman to fing in the Dance, or 

to play on fome Inftriment, ane prefently ga- 

ther all the Dancers together. Again, ina 

Dance, a Man breaks the Ten Cokin ihg : 

of God: As firk, Thou fhalt have no other 

Gods but me, &c. for in Dancing a Man ferves 

that Perfon whom he moft defires to ferve 

( after whom goes his Heart: ) And.therefore 

Ferom faith, Every Man’s Ged is that be ferves Jerom 

and loves bef ( and that he loves beft, which bis in dec. 

Thoughts wander and gad moft after.) Fie Sing int. 

againit the fecond Commandment, when he °P* 

Ce2 makes 
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makes an Idol of that he loves.  Againg the 
Third, In that Oaths ( and frivolouy ufing 
God’s Name ) are frequently amongft Dancers. 
Againft the Fourth, For that by Dancing the 
Sadbath-Day is prophaned. Againft the Fifth, 
For in the Dance, Parents are many Times 
difhonoured, fince thereby many Bafgains are 
made without their Counfel Againft the Sixth, 
A Man kills in Dancing, for every one that 
fets about to pleafe another; he kills the Soul 
as oft as he perfwades unto Luft. Againft the 
Seventh, For the Party that Danceth, be it 
Male or Female, committeth Adultery with 
the Partý they Luft after; for be that looketh 
sn a Woman to Luft after ber, bath already 
committed Adultery with ber in his Heart =—<« 
Againft the Eighth, A Man Sins in Dancing, 
when he withdraweth the Heart of another 
from God.  Avainft the Ninth, When in 
Dancing he fpeaks falfy againft the TRUTH, 
(and for fome little Handik er fecret lafcivi~ 
gus End, denies what’s true; or affirms what’s 
falfe. ) " Againf the Tenth, When Women 
affect the Ornaments of others; and Men covet 
the Wives, Daughters, and Satis of their — 
Neighbours ( which undeniably attends alt 
fuch Plays and Sports.) Again, A Man may ` 
prove how great an Evil Dancing i Is, by the l 
Multitude of Sins that accompany thofe that 
Dance ; for they Dance without Meafure or 
Number: And therefore, faith Auguftine, The 
mi ferable Dancer knows not, that as many Paces 
Angaa 4 be makes in Dansing, fo many Leaps be makes 
de Civit, to Hell. They Sin in their Ornaments after a 
re ivid. five-fold Manner: Firlt, By being Proud there- 


of. Secondly, Ay inflaming the Hearts of thof¢ 
: tagt 
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that behold them. Thirdly, When they make 
thofe afoamed, that have not the like Ornaments, 
giving them occafion to covet the like. Fourthly, 
By making Women importunate in demanding the 
dike Ornaments of their Hufbands: And, Fitthly, 
When they cannot obtain them of their Hufbands, 
phey feck to get them elfewhere by Sin. They Sin 
by Singing and Playing on Inftruments for their 
Songs bewitch the Hearts of thofe that bear then: 
with temporal Delight, forgetting God; utter; 
sug nothing in their Songs but Lies end Vinita. ; 
and the very Motion of the Body, which is ufed 
sn Dancing, ` gives Teftimony enough of Evil.—e 
‘Thus you fee, that Dancing is the Devil’s Pro- 
cefon, and he that enters into 2 Dance, enters 
into the Devil’s Proceffion. Of Dancing the 
Devil is the Guide, the Middle, and the Fwd. 
and he that entereth a good and wife Man in- 
to the Dance ( if it can 1 be that fuch a one is 
either Good or Wife ) cometh forth a corrupt 
and a wicked Man: SARAH, that holy Wo- 
mman, was none of thefe. Behold the Appre- 
henhons of thofe good old Reformers touch- 
ing thofe Things, “that are fo much in Practice 
anc Reputation in thefe Times, with fuch as 
heir Bisson ; thus far Verbatim. 
But | cannot leave of here, till I have yet 

added the Conclufion of their Catechifm and 

Direction, with fome Paffages out of one 

of their Paftor’ s Letters, fit to the prefent 

Occafion. 

They conclude with this Direction; namely, osn à. 

* How to Rute their Bodies, and ie in this p, 4, i 
J * World as becomes the Children of God. =a 
* Nat to ferge the mortal Defires of the Flefh. qua} 

t To keep their Members, that they be not 
> C € 3 E Apps: 
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Arms of Iniquity ( and Vanıty.) To rule 
their outward Senfes. To fubjeét the Bo y 
to the Soul. To mortify ther Membets. 
To "y Idlenefs. To obferve a Sobriety and 
Meafure in Eating and Drinking, in their 
Words and Cares of this Life. To do Works 
of Mercy. To live a moral (or juft) Life 
by Faith. - To fight againft the Defires. To 
mortify the Works of the Flefh. To give 
themfelves to the Exercife of Religion. To 
confer together touching the Will of God. 
To examine diligently the Confcience. To 
pu. ge, and amend, and pacify the Spirit.’ 

To which I shall add the Epiftle of one of 


their Patiors, as I find it recorded amongft 
other Matters relating to thofe poor afflicted 


People. N 
§. 22. An Epiftle of Paftor Bartholomew 
Tertian, written to the Waldenfian Churches 


of the Valley of Pragela, thus tranflated. 


JESUS BE WITH YOU. 


© all our faithful and well-beloved 
Brethren in Chrift Jefus, Health and 
Salvation be with you all, Amen. Thefeare 
to put you in Remembrance, and toadmonifh 
you my Brethren ( hereby acquitting my felt 
of that Duty which I owe unto you all, in 
the Behalf of God, principally touching the 
Careof your Souls Salvation, according to 
that Light of the Truth, which the moit 
high God hath beftowed on us) that it would 
pleafe every one of you, to maintain, in- 
create and nourifh, to the utmolt of your 
Power, without Diminution, thofe good 
* Beginnings 
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s and Examples which have been 
left unto us by our Fore-Fathers, whereof 
we are no Ways worthy. For it would little 
profit us to have been renewed by the father- 
ly Vifitation, and the Light which hath been 
given us of God, if we give our felves to 
worldly, carnal Converfations, which are 
Diabolical, abandoning the Principle which 
is of God, and the Salvation of our Souls, 
for this fhort and temporal Life. For the 


Lord faith, What doth it profit a Man, to 


gain the whole World, and lofe bis own Spi ? 
For it would be better for us never to have 
known the Way of Righteoufnefs, then hav- 
ing known it, to do the contrary. Let us 
therefore intreat you, by the Love of God, 
that you decreafe not, or look back; but. 


rather increafe the Charity, Fear and Obe- 


dience, which is due unto God, and to your 
felves, amongft your felves; and ftand faft 
in all thefe good Principles, which you haye 
heard and underftood of God, by our means 
And that you would remove, from amongft 
you, all vain Converfation and evil Surmifes, 
troubling the Peace, the Love, the Con- 
cord, and whatfoever would indifpofe or 
deaden your Minds to the Service of God, 
your own Salvation, and the Adminiftration 
of the Truth, if you defire that God fhould 
be merciful to you in your Goods temporal 


394 


and fpiritual: For you can do nothing with- Mat. 
out him; and if you defire to be Heirs of 59 17: 


his Glory, do that which.he commandeth : 

Lf you would enter into Life, keep my Com- 

mandments, ` i < 

é Likewife be careful, that there be nog 
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nourifhed among you, Anyfports, Gh Gl 
Whoredom, Tehes, nor apn, 
oy Riot, nor Queftions, nor Deceits, nor 
Ufury, nor Difcords; neither fupport nor « 
terrain any Perfons of a wicked orere, 
ar that give any Scandal or ill Examp 
amgngft you; but let Charity and ia 
reign ‘amongtt you, and all good Example ; 
doing to gne another, as every one e defires 
fhould be done unto him; féx,othe 


A 


impofible that any fhould faved or can 


have the Grace of God, or be sood Men in 
this World, — have Glory i in afl: And 
therefore, i if you hope and defire to poffefs 
eternal Li fe, to live in Efteem and Cred, 
and to prafper i in this World, in your Goods 
Temporal and Spiritual; purge your elves 
from all diforderly Ways, to the End that 
Gad may be always with you, who forfakes 
not thofe that truft in him. But know this 
for certain, that God heareth not, nor dwell- 
eth with Sinners, nor in the Soul that is 
viven unto Wickednefs, nar in the Man tha 
is fubject to Sin, And therefore let every 
one cleanfe the Ways of his Heart, and fly 
the Danger, if he would not perith therein. 
I have no other Thing at this prefent, but 
that you would put in PraGtice thefe Thmgs, 
and the God of Peace be with you all, and ` 
go along with us, and he prefent among us 
in our fincere, humble and fervent Prayers, 
and that he wil] be pleafed to fave all thafe 
his faithful, that truft in Chrift Jefus. 
t Intirely yours, ready to do you Service in 
‘ all Things poffible, according unto the 
t Will of God, Bart! holomew Tertian.” 
§. 23: 


. Behold » and Doétrine, In- Bern 
ion and Pra Waklenfes! How . em 
harmlcf, how plain, ep ias hor evs <P 
eeding ferious and heavenly in their Conver- Hig. 
feats ve Thefe were the Men, Women, ay, de la, 
and Children too, who, for above five Hun- T- !. 
ee a have valiant a. a 


ly, but pafively; map 
one a cruel War, at the Expence "$ Or. in: 
| innocent Blood, againft the unheard Waid. 
; and Severities of feveral Princes, Beza 
and Bifhops; but above ail, of cer ~~ 
| Inguifi sori of whom their Fliftori- g.. 
t, that they held, it was a greater vir 
© conceal an ‘Heretick, than to be . guiley ¢e ver, 
of Periti and for a Clergyman to marry a el 
Wife, than tokeep a Whore. In fhort, to nf: Pa 
emi though never fo confcientioufly, was p. “~ 
a open Immorality. ‘Twas againit Cat. 
the like Adverfaries, thei poor Waldenfes Tet- 
fought, by Su fcrings throughout the Nations, Y, xs 
by Prifa Confifcati Banifhments, wan- Be 
dering “feo ‘Hil to Valley, from Den to Hit. Pr. 
being m hima ae.» racked, + 


< | Vieaux 
five Frofts and Ssows, {mother- Mem. 
arved, imprifoned, mpped up, foi. &. 
red, rifled, plundered, ftrang- 7 Mt- 
af ed, burned; and whatfo- i j 
r could | iieented to ruin Men, Women a. va 
Children, _ Thefe Waldentes, you Pro- Sigoni. 
t d to be your Anceftors; From us de 
Ai have your Religión ; and ag 
the Jews of the Prophets, are you mS 
Praifes in your Difcourfes : | But 
I befeech you, how unlike are 


you 
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you to thofe afficted Pilgrims! Wha 
blance isthere of their Life in yours ? Did 
they help to purchafe and preferve you a Li- 
berty and Religion ( can you think ) at the 
Lofs of all that was dear to them, that you 
might pafs away your Days and Years in Pride, 
Wantonnefs and Vanity? What Proportion 
bears your Excefs with their Temperance ? 
Your Gaudinefs with their Plainnefs? Your 
Luxury and flefh-pleafing Converfations, with 
their Simplicity and Self-Denial? But are you 
not got into that Spirit and Nature they con- 
demned tn their Day ? Into that Carnality and 
Worldly-Mindednefs they reproved in their 
Perfecutors ? Nay, into a Strain of Perfecu- 
tion too, whilft you feem to hide all under a 
Cloak of Reformation? How can you hope 
to confute their Perfecutors? whofe worft Part 
perhaps was their Cruelty, that turn Perfecu- 
tors your felves? What have you, befides their 
good Words, that’s like them? And do you 
think that Words will fend off the Blows of 
eternal Vengeance ? That a little By-rore-Bab- 
ble (tho’ of never fo good Expreffions in 
themfelves ) fhall ferve your Turn at the great 
Day? No, from God I tell you, That whilt 
you live in the Wantonnefs, Pride, and Luxury 
of the World, pleafing and ‘fulfilling the Luft of 
the Eye, the Luft of the Fle, and the Pride of 
Life, God detefts you all, and Laughs you and 
your Worjbip to Scorn.. Never teilme, lam 
too Rafh, it’s the Devil that fays fo: He has 
got two Scriptures by the End in thefe Days ; 
One, That there’s none that doeth Good, and 
why ? That he may perfwade all, it’s impofii- 
ble to overcome him, which is the ‘an 
9 
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ape are Overcome: Altho’ Glory is pro- 


fed to none but Conquerors. The fecond, 
That we erie not judge, left we be judged; 
that is, whilft we are guilty of the Things 
that are equivalent, left we be judged. But 
away with Satan and his Hypocrify too, I 
know what I fay, and from whom I fpeak : 
Once more I tell you all, whether you will 
hear or forbear, that unlefs you forfake your 
Pride, Luxury, Avarice, and whole Variety 
of Vanities, and diligently mind the eternal 
Light of God in your Hearts, to obcy it, 
Wrath will be your Portion forever. Truft 
not your Souls upon muifapply’d Scriptures ; 
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He that is a Child of God, muft be holy, for God 1 Pet. t, 


is holy; and none are bis Sons and Daughters, 
but thofe wha are adopted by the eternal Spirit 
and led thereby. °*Twasan holy, plain, hum- 
ble, divine Life, thefe poor fuffering Chrifti- 
ans both profeffed and praétifed, refufing to 
converfe with fuch as lived in the Superfluities 
and Excefs of the World; for which, if you 
will believe their very Adverfaries, they were 
perfecuted : For fays Rainerius, (2 great Wri- 
ter againft them ) ‘ They ufe to teach, firft, 
© what the Difciples of Chrift ought to be, 
and that none are his Difciples, but they that 
imitate his Life: And that the Popes, Car- 
dinals, 8c. becaufe they live in Luxury, 
Pride, Avarice, &c. are not the Succeficrs 
of Chrift; but themfelves only, in that they 
walk up to his Commandments; thus ( fays 


he ) they win upon the People.’ But if fo, 
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that none are Chriitians, but thefe that imitate 4- 1176 


Chrift, what will become ‘of thofe who call 
themfelyes Chriftians, and yet live at Eafe in 
the 


p- 835. 
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Kranz. the Flefh; not regarding the Work of the 
ig | holy Crofs of Chrift in their Hearts, that eru- 
Pa cifies them thet bear it, to the World, anc 
8. fect. 4 à ; 
r3. &in World to them? This was the true Ground 
Sa&. l. of their Sufferings, and their. loud Cries againft 
8. cap. the Impieties of the Greateft ; not {paring any 
<6, Tae Tea 
Ranks, from the Throne to the Dunghil, as 
knowing their God was no Refpecter of Per- 
íons. And now, if you would follow them 
indeed, if you would be Prot 


eftants in Sub- 
ftance, and learn your Enemies a Way worth 
their changing for ( elfe better Words go but 
a little way ) if you would obtain the heavenly 
Inheritance, and you would be eternally Bleffed, 
a be ye perfwaded to forfake all the Pride anc 
. the Pomp ef this vain World, O mind th 
concerns of an everlafting Reft! Let the ju 


= 6. and ferious TCE of God within you, be 


Mat. 13. the conftant Guide and Companion of your 
$3- Minds; and let your whole Hearts be exercif- 
ed thereby ; that you may experience an intire 
Reformation and Charge of Affections, thro’ 
the Power of that divine Leaven, which 
leavens the whole Lump, viz. Body, Soul 
and Spirit, where it is received; to which and 
its Work in Man, our bleffed Lord likened 
the Kingdom of God, which he came to fet 
up in the Soul: That fo having the Joys and 
Glory of another World, in your View, you 
may give the beft Diligence to make your 
Calling and Ele@tion, to the Pofleffion of them, 
fure and certain: Left felling dg noble Inhe- 
ritance fer a poor Mefs of peril ung Portag 

you never -enter into his eternal Rek. A 
ho” this Teftimony may ergo S, y€ 
could it by no Means be omitted. To 
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thorize our laft Reafon, of converting Super- 
fluities into the Relief of diftreffed Perfons, 
(altho’ one would think it is fo equal and 
fober, that it needs no other Authority than 
its own, yet) I fhall produce two Teftimonies, 
fo remarkable, that as they ever were efteemed 
truly Good, fo they cannot be approved by 
any, that refufe todo the fame; without con+ 
demning themfelves of great Iniquity. O you 
are cailed with a high and holy Call; as High 
as Heaven, and as Holy as God; for it is he 
that calls us to Holinefs, through Chrift, wd 
fent his Son to blefs us, in turning us from the 
Evil of our Ways ; and unlefs we are fo turned 
we can have no claim to the Bleffing that comes, 
by Chrift to Men. l 

§. 24. Itis reported of PavLINtsś; Biffop 
of Nola in Italy ; ‘ That inftead of converting 
* the Demains ef his Diocefs to particular En- 
* richments, he employed it all in the Re- 
< demption of poor Slaves and Prifoners: Be- 
* jteving it unworthy of the Chriftian Faith, to 
* fee God’s Creation labour under the want of 
€ what he had to fpare.” All agree this was 
well dene, but few agree to do the fame. 

§. 25. But move particularly that cf Aca- 
cius, Bifhop of Amida, given us by Socrates 
Scholafticus, in this Manner; When the Ro- 
man Soldiers purpofed in no wife to reftore 
again unto the King of Perfia, fuch Captives 
as they had taken at the winning Azazena, 
being about feven Thoufand in Number, (to 
the great Grief of the King of Perfa ) and all 
of them ready to ftarve for Food; Acaciuz 
lamented their Condition, and calling his 
| Clergy together, faid thus unto them, ‘* Our 
‘ God 
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¢ God hath no need of Difhes or of Cups, fof 
© he neither eateth nor drinketh; thefe are not 
© his Neceffaries: Wher: fore feeing the Church 
< hath many precious Jewels, both of Gold 
€ and Silver, beftowed of the free Will and 
€ Liberality of the faithful, itis requifite that 
€ the Captive Soldiers fhould be therewith re- 
© deemed, and delivered out of Prifon and 
< Bondage; and they, perifhing with Famine, 
€ fhould therewith be refrefhed and relieved.’ 
Thus he prevail’d to have them all converted 
into Money; fome for their immediate Re- 
frefhment, fome for their Redemption, and 
the reft for Coaftage or Provifion, to defray 
the Charges of their Voyage, which noble Ac& 
had fuch an uriverfal Influence, that it more 
famed the Chriftian Religion amongft the In- 
fidels, than all their Difputes and Battles: In- 
fomuch that the King of Perfia, and an Hea- 
then, faid, ‘ The Romans endeavour to win 
€ their Acverfaries both by Wars and Favours: | 
¢ And greatly defired to behold that Man, 
© whofe Religion taught fo much Charity to 
€ Enemies; which, ’tis reported, Theodoftus 
the Emperor commanded /eacius to gratify 
himin. And if the Apoftle Pau/’s Expreffion - 
hath any force, That he is worfe than an Infi- 
del, who provides not for bis Family; how 
ereatly doth this Example aggravate your 
Shame, that can behold fuch Pity and Com- 
palfion expreffed to Strangers, nay Enemies, 
and thofe Infidels too, and be fo negligent of 
your own Family; ( for England, ay, Chri- 
{tendom, ina Senfe, if not the World, is no 
more ) as not only to fee their great Neceflities 
Vnanfivered, but chat wherewith they fhould * 
7 he 
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-be fatisfied, converted to gratify the Luh of 
the Eye, the Luft of the Flefo, and the Pride of 
Life. But however fuch can pleafe them- 
felves, in the deceitful daubing of their mer- 
cenary Priefts, and dream they are Members 
of Jefus Chrift, it is certain that Things were 
otherwife in the Beginning; for then all was 
fold and put into a common Purfe, to fupply Aas 4, 
Indigences: Not mattering earthly Inhen- 32> 337 
tances, farther than as they might, in fome 4 359 
Senfe, be fubfervient to the great End for or 
which they were given, namely, The Good of 
the Creation; thus had the pureft Chriftians 
their Minds and Thoughts taken up with 
better Things, and raifed with the Affurance of ° 
a more excellent Life and Inheritance in the 
Heavens, that will never pafs away. And for 
any to flatter themfelves with being Chriftians, 
whilft fo much exercifed in the Vanities, Re- 
creations and Cuftoms of the World, as at 
this very Day we fee they are, is to Mock the 
great God, and abufe their immortal Souls: 
The chriftian Life is quite another Thing. 

And left that any fhould object, many do 
great and feemingly good Actions, . to raife 
their Reputation only ; and others only decry 
Pleafure, becaufe they have not wherewithal, 
or know not how to take it; JF fhall prefent 
them with the ferious Sayings of aged and dy- 
ing Men; and thofe of the greateft Note and 
Rank; whofe Experience could not be want- 
ing to give the trueft Account, how much 
their Honours, Riches, Pleafures and Recrea-- 
tions conduced to their Satisfaction, upon a 
uft Reckoning, as well before their extream 
Mements, as upon their dying Beds, when 

Death, 
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Death, that hard Paffage into Eternity, | 
ed them m tae Face. 


CHAP. XXL 
Seriotis Dying, as well as Living Teftimionies, 


1. Solomon. §. 2. Chilon: § . Ignatius. 
§. 4. Juftin Martyr. § 4. Chryioftom. 
§. 6. Charles F. §. 7. Michael de Mion- 
taigne. §. 8. Cardinai Woolley. §. 9. Sif 
Philip Sidney. §. 10, Secretary Walling- 
ham. §. 11. Si# John Mafon. §. 12. Sir 
Walter Rawleigo. §. 13. H. Wotton. §. 
14. Sir Chriftopher Hatton. §. 15. Lord 
Chancellor Bacon. §. 16. The great Duke of 
Momerancy. §. 17. Henry Prince of 
tere §. 18. Phillip ZII. King of Spain. 
$. 19. Count Gondamor. §. 20. Cardinal 
a §. 21. Cardinal Mazarine. $. 
22. Chancellor Oxciftern.. §. 23. Dr. Dun. 
§. 24. Jo. Selden. §. 25. H. Grotius. §, 
26. P. Salmafius. §. 27. Fran. Junius, 
§. 28. A. Rivetus. §. 29. The late 

Marlborough. §. 30. Siz Henry Vane. §. 
3 tn Abraham Cowley. §. 32. Late Earl 
of Rochefter. §. 33. One of the Family of 
Howard. §. 34. Prince/s Elizabeth of the 
Rhine. §. 35. Commiffioner Whitlock.  §. 
26. A Sifter of the Family of Penn. §. 37. 
My own Father. §. 38. Anthony Loweher 
bj a. §. 39. Seigneur du Renti. 
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I. The ferious Apprebenfions and Expreffions 
of feveral aged and dying Men of Fame 
and Learning. 


is believed to have more delighted 1 ta 11. 
himfeli in the Enjoyments of the World, at 
leait better to have underftood them, hear 
what ie fays, after all his Experience: I faid in 
my Heart, goto now, 1 will prove thee with 
Mirth, therefore enjoy Pleafure: Ard behold, 
this is alfoVanity. I faid of Laughter, 
it is mad, and of Mirth, what doth it? I made 
me great Works, builded Houfes, planted Vine- 
yards, made Gardens and Orchards, planted 
Trees in them of all kind of Fruit: I got me 
Servants and Maidens, alfo great Poffeffions ; 
I gathered me Silver and Gold, -and the peculiar 
Treafures of Kings and Provinces, alfo Men 
and Women Singers, and the Delights of the 
Sons of Men ; as mufical Inftruments, and that 
of all Sorts, fo I was great, and increafed more 
than ail that were befcre me in Ferufalem: And a 
whatfoever mine Eyes defired, I kepi not from 
them: I with-beld not mine Heart from any 
Foy. Then 1 looked on all the Works which ny 
Hands bad wrought, and bebold, A\\ was Vani- 
ty and Vexation of Spirit. The Reafon he 
gives in the 13th and 19th Veries is, That the 
Time of enjoying them was very fhort, and it was 
uncertain who foould be benefitted by them when 
he was gone. Wherefore he concludes all with 
this; Fear God and keep his Commandments, for 
this is the whole Duty of Man: For God fhall 
bring every Work into Judgment, whether ic 
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be Good, or whether it be Evil. -O that Merr 
would lay this to Heart ! 

§. H. Curzon, (one of the feven wife 
Men of Greece, already mentioned upon ano- 
ther Occafion, affords us a dying Teftimony of 
great Example: Jt is related thus by Agellius ; 
When his Life drew towards an End, ready 
to be feized by Death, he fpeke thus to his 
Friends about him: * My Words and Actions, 
‘ inthis long Term of Years, have been ( al- 
s moft all ) fuch as I need not fepent of; 
which, perhaps, you alfo know : Truly, 
even at this Time I am certain, I never 
‘ committed any Thing, the Remembrance 
* of which begets any Trouble in me, unlefs 
‘ this one Thing only ; which, whether it 
* were done amifs, or not, I am uncertain. I 
* fat with two others, as Judge, upon the 
© Life of my Friend ; the Law was fuch, as 
< the Perfon muft of neceflity be condemned, 
ê fo that either my Friend mutt lofe his Life, 
* or fome Deceit be ufed towards the Law. 
< Revolving many Things in my Mind, for 
« Relief of a Condition fo’defperate, I con- 
© ceiv’d that which I put in Practice, to be of 
* all other the moft eafy to be born: Silent- 
< ly I condemned him, and perfuaded thofe 
€ Others, who judged, to abfolve him : 
< Thus preferved (in fo great a Bufinefs ) the 
¢ Duty both of a Judge and Friend. But from 
* that A& I received this Trouble ; that I fear 
6 itis not free from Perfidioufnefs and Guilt, 
¢ in the fame Bufinefs,-at the fame Time, and 
‘in æ publick Affair, to perftiade Others, 
© contrary to what was in my own Judgement 
“bet? © tender Confcience ! yet an fea- 
| thers. * 
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then’ s. Where dwells the Chriftian that ex- 
celleth ? Hard to be found among the great 
Rabbies or Chriftendom. 

§. 3. Ignatius, who lived within the Ignatii 
fitft hundred Years after Chrift, left this; a- Epit. ad 
mong other Things, behind him, ( who was Epket. 
torn in pieces of ad Beats at Rome, for his mmi 
true faithan Jefus) ‘ There is nothing better, Euf, 1. 
‘ than the Peace of a good Confcience :? In- 4. č. gdi 
timating there might be a Peace to wicked Rom 
Confciences, that are paft feeling any Thing 
to be Evil, but fwallowed up of the wicked- 
hefs of the World. And in his Epiftle to the 
Churches at Ephefus, Magnefia, Tralliš and 
Rome, upon his Martyrdom, faith, * Now I 
© begin to be a Difciple; I weigh neither 
é vifible nor inviftble Things, fo that I mai 
¢ gain Chrift. O heavenly minded Man! A 
bleffed Marty? of Jefusindeed. 

§. 4. Justin MARTYR, a Philofopher, 
(who received Chriftianity five and twenty 
Years after the Death of Jguatius ) plainly tells 
us, in his Relation of his Converfion to the 
chriftian Faith, © That the Power of Godlinefs “ 
€ in aplain fimpleChriftian, had that Influence 
< and Operation on his Soul, that he could 
€ not but betake himfelf to a ferious and ftri& 
€ Life:? And yet, before, he was a Cynick, 
a ftrict Se&t: And this gave him Joy at his 
Martyrdom, having fpent his Days asa ferious p¢. 
Teacher, and a good Example. And Eu/fedins Bec, 
felates, ‘ That tho’ he was alfo a Follower of Hit. 1. 
< Platos Doctrine; yet, when he faw the 4 c- 84 
A Nae as e apa and Courage, he concluded, 

People fo Temperate, lefs Voluptuous; 

Ddz ‘and 


A~ 


4O 


No Crofs, no Crown. 


and more fet on divine Things:? Which firtt 
induced him to be a Chriftian. 

. 5. Curysostom, another Father, fo 
called, lays this down for necefiary Doctrine, 
t To Sacrifice the whole Soul and Body to the 
* Lord, is the higheft Service we ean pay unto 
‘ him. God promifeth Mercy unto penitent Sin- 
* ners; but he doth not promife them they fhall 
‘ have fo much Time as to Morrow for their 
€ Repentance. 

§. 6. Cuarres V. Emperor of Germany, 
King of Spain, and Lord of the Netherlands, 
alter three and twenty pitch’d Fields, fix 
Triumphs, four Kingdoms Coneuer’d, and 
eight Principalities added to his Dominions, 
( a greater Inftance than whom can {carce be 
given ) refigned up all his Pomp to other 
Hands, and betook himfelf to his Retirement; 
leaving this ‘Teftimony behind him, concern- 
ing the Life he fpent in the Honours and Plea- 
fares of the World, and in that little Time of 
his Retreat from frem all; * That the fincere 
* Study, Profeffion and Praétice of the Chriftian 
t Religion, had in it fuch Joys and Sweetnefs, 
«as Courts were S! irangers to.” 

§. 7. MICHAEL DE MOoUNTATGNE (a 
Lord of France, famous with Men of Letters 
for his Book of Effays ) giveth thefe Inftruc- 
tions to others, and this Character of himfelf, 
viz. © Amidft our Banquets, Feafts and Plea- 
* fures, let us ever have this Reftraint or Ob- 
* jet Of Deatu before us; that is, the Re- 
* membrancé of our Condition: And let not 
< Pleafure fo much miflead or tranfport us, 
t that we altogether neglect or forget, how 


‘many ways our Joys, or our Feaftings, be 
‘ € fubje& 
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€ fubje& unto Death, and by how many hold- 
< faits fhe threatneth us and you. So did the 
‘Egyptians, who in the midft of their Ban-. 
< quetings, and in. the full of their greateft 
< Cheer, caufed the Anatomy of a dead Man 
€ to be brought before them, asa Memoran- 
< dum and Warning to their Gucfts. I am 
‘now, by means of the Mercy of God, in 
© fuch a taking, that without Regret, or griev- 

< ing at any “worldly Matter, Jam prepared 
‘ to diflodge, whenfoever he fhal! pleafe to 
<‘callme. Iam every where free: My fare- 
< well is foon taken of all my Friends; except 
‘of my felf: No Man did ever prepare him- 
< felf to quit the World more fimply and fully, 
< or more generally lay afide all Thoughts of 
‘it, than I am fully affured I {hall ja All 
< the Glory inpresend ia my Life, is, thar I 
< have lived quietly: Quietly, not according 
© to Metrodus, Arcefilaus, or Ariftippus , but 
< according to my Self. Since Philofophy 
< could never find any way for Tranquillity, 
€ that might be generally good ; ape every Man , 
< in bis oven particular feck j for it. Letusnot * © 
< propofe fo Heeting and A ieia an End 
* unto our felves, asthe World’s Glory : Let 
< us cenftantiy follow Reafon: And let the 
‘ vulgar Approbation follow us that way, if it 
i pleafe, i care not fo much, what I am with 
< others, as I refpect, what I am in my felf: I 
< will be rich in my felf, and not by borrow- 
‘ing. Strangers fee but externa] Appearances 
‘and Events: Every Man cam fet a good 
‘< Face upon the Marter, when within he is 
€ full of Cate, Grief and Infirmities: They fee 


‘ not my Heart, when they look upon my 
D d 3 § outward 


No Crofs, no Crows. 


¢ but Ceremony, Ceremony doth ato t ts 


t outward Countenance. 

é 

¢ and we leave the Subftance of Things : 
¢ 

f 


s hold fat by the Boughs, and leave the 

Trunk or Body, the Subftance of Things be- 
e hind us.? 

§. 8. CarpInAL Wootsey, the moft ab- 
folute and wealthy Minifter of State this King- 
dom ever had, that in his time feem’d to go- 
vern Europe as well as England, when come 
to the Period of his Life, left the World with 
this clofe Refiection upon himfelf. < Had I 
€ been as diligent to ferve my God, as] was 
£ to pleafe my King, he would not have left 
¢ me now in my gray Hairs? A difmal Re- 
fleétion for all worldly minded Men; but 
thofe more efpecially who have the Power and 
Means of doing more Good than ordinary 
in the World, and do it not, which feems 
to haye been the Cafe and Refledtion of this 
great wan. = 

Sir Pattie Sipney (a Subject in- 
decd of England, but they fay chofen King of 


‘Poland ) whom Queen Elifabeth called Pher 


Philip; the Prince of Orange, his Matter ; 
whofe Friendfhip the Lord Brooks was fo proud 
of, that he would have it part of his Epitaph, 
Here lies Sir Philip Sidney’ s Friend: Whofe 
Death was lamented in Verfe, by the then 
Kings of France and Scotland, and the twa 
Univerfities of England ) repented fo much at 
is Death, of that witty Vanity of his Life, his 

2 ‘tote, that to prevent the unlawful kindling 

Fics | in others, he would have committed 
t ‘co the Flames himfelf;, and left this farëwel 
zrong his PTIC nds, ‘ Love my Memory, 
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* cherifh my Friends, their Faith to me may 
é aflure you, that they are Honeft, but above 
< all, govern your Will and Affections by the 
¢ Will and Word of your Creator. In me be- 
< hold the End of this World, and all its Va- 
& nities.” And indeed he was not much cur, 
in faying fo, finee in him was to be feen the 
End of all natural Parts, acquired Learning, 
and civil Accomplifhments. His farewel feems 
{poken without Terror, witha clear Senfe, and 
an equal Judgment. 

$. ro. Secretary WaLsINGHAM, and an 
extraordinary Man in Queen Ei/abeth’s Time, 
towards the Conclufion of his Days, in a Letter 
to his fellow Secretary, Burleigh, then Lord- 
Treafurer of England, writes thus; ‘ We have 
€ lived enough to our Country, our Fortunes, 
< our Soveraign: Jt is high time we begin to 
€ live to our Selves, and to our God.’ Which 
giving occafion for fome Court-Droll to vifit, 
and try to divert him; * Ah! (faid he) While 
< we laugh, all Things are Serious round 
* aboutus; God is Serious, when he preferveth 
© us; and hath Patience towards us; Chrift 


< is Serious, when he dieth for us; the ` 


< Holy Ghoft is Serious, when he ftriyeth 
< with us; the whole Creation is Serious, in 
< ferving God and us: They’ are Serious in 
< Heli and in Heaven: And fhall a Man that 
* hath one Foot in his Grave, Fef and Laugh ?° 
O that our Statefmen would weigh the Con- 
yiction, Advice and Conclufien of this great 
Man; and the greateft Man, perhaps, that 
has bore that Character in our Nation: Far 
rue itis, that none can be Serious tog foon, 
pecaule nene can be Good tog foon, Away 

Dda then 
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then with all foolih Talking and Jefting, and 
let People mind more profitable Things ! 

§. 11. Jonn Mason, Knt. who had been 
Privy-Counfellor to four Princes, and fpent 
much Time in the Preferments and Pleafure of 
the World; retired with thefe pathetical and 
regretful Sayings: ‘ After fo many Years 
‘ Experience, Serioufnefs jis the greateft Wif- 
com; Temperance the beft Phyfick ; a good 
Coufcience is the beft Eftate. And were | to 
live again, I would change the Court for, a 
Cloyfter, my Privy-Counfellor’s Buftles for 
an Hermit’s Retirement, and the whole Life 
I lived in the Palace, for one Hour’s En- 
* joyment of God in the Chappel. All Things 
< elfe forfake me, befides my Ged, my Duty, 
< and my Prayers’ : 

$. 12. Sr WALTER RAWLEIGCH Is an 
eminent Inftance, beingasextraordinary a Man, 
as our Nation hath produced: In his Perfon, 
well defcended; of Health, Strength, and a 
mafculine Beauty: In Underftanding, quick ; 
in Judgment, found ; Learned and Wife, 
Valiant and Skiful: An Hiftcrian, a Philofo- 

er, a General, aStatefman. After a long 
Life, full of Experience, he drops thefe excel- 
jent Sayings a little before his Death, to his 
Son, to his Wife, and to the World, viz, 
« Exceed not in the Humour of Rags and Bra- 
€ yery; for thefe will foon wear cut of Fafhicn: 
< And no Man is efteemed for gay Garments, 
e but by Fools and Women. On the other 
e fide, feck Tor Riches baicly, nor attain them 
‘by evil Means: Deftroy no Man for his 
¢ Wealth, nor fake any Thing from the Poors 


* for the Cry thereof wil! pk ree the Heavens ; 


e And 
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And it is moft deteftable before God, and 
moft difhonourable before worthy Men, to 
wreft any Thing from the needy and labour- 
ing Soul: God will never profper thee, if 
thou offendeft therein; but ufe thy poor 
Neighbours and Tenants well? [ 4 mof 


worth by Saying ! But he adds, ] Have Compaf- 
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” fion on the Poor and Afflicted, and God will 
blef thee for it: Make not the hungry Soul 
forrowful ; for if he Curfe thee in the Bitter- 
nefs of his Soul, his Prayer fhall be heard of 
him that made him. Now, for the World 
(dear Child ) I know it too well, to per- 
{wade thee to dive into the Practices of It ; 
rather ftand upon thy own Guard againft alf 
thofe that tempt thee to it, or may "practice 
upon thee; whether in thy Confcience, thy 
Reputation, or thy Eftate: Refolve, that no 
Man is wife or fafe, but he that’s Honeft: 
Serve God ; let him be the Author of all thy 
Actions: Commend all thy Endeavours to 
him, that muit either wither or profper them : 
Pleafe him with Prayer; left if he frown, he 
confound all thy Fortune and Labour, like 
the Drops of Rain upon the fandy Ground, 
Let my experienc’d Advice, and fatherly 
Inftruction fink deep into thy Heart: So 
God direé thee in all thy Ways, and fill thy 
Heart with his Grace.’ 


Sir Warttrer Rawteicnu’s Letter to bis 


Wife, after his Condemnation. 


J OU fhall receive, my dear Wife, my 
lat Words in thefe my laft Lines. 


i ' My Love I fend-you, that you may keep 


when 
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© when I am Dead; and my Counfel, thag 
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you may remember it when I am no more. 
I would not, with my Will, prefent you 
Sorrows, dear Befs; let them go to the 
Grave aa? Me, and be buried i in the Duft ; 

And, feeing it is ‘not the Will of God, that 
I thall fee you’ any more, bear my Deftruc- 
tion patiently ; and with an Heart like your 
felf. Firft, I fend you all the Thanks, 
which my Heart can conceive, or my Words 
exprefs, for your many Travails and Cares 
for me; which, though they have not taken 
Effect, as you withed, yet my Debt to you 


£ is not the lefs ; but pay it I never fhall in 
e this World. Secondly, I befeech you, for 
$ the Love you bear me living, that you do 


not hide your felf many Days ; but by your’ 


< Travails feek to help my miferable Fortunes, 
‘and the Right of your poor Child ; your 


Mourning cannot avail me, who | am 


¢ but Duft. Thirdly, You-fhall underftand, 

$ that my Lands were conveyed ( bond fide ) 
€ to my Child; the Writings.were drawn at 
s Midfummer' wasa Twelvemonth, as divers 
¢ can witnefs; and I truft, my. Blood will 
< quench their Malice, who defired my Slaugh- 
s ter, that they will not feek to kill You and 


Yours with extreme Poverty. To what 


€ Friend to diret you I- know not ;_ for all 


mine have left me in the true Time of Tryal: 


¢ Mott forry: ami: I, that- being furpnzed by 


Death, I can leave you no better Eftate ; 


< God hath prevented all my Determinations, 


that greate God which worketh All in All. 


s If you canslive free from Want,» care for je 
¢ more 5 for the reit ts but Vanity. Love 3 
an 
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F and 
< ‘everlaiua pendlefs Comfort: When you 
¢ have travail’d, and wearied your felf with all 
< forts of worldly Cogitations, you fhall fit 
-down by Sorrow, in the end. Teael your 
‘Son alfo to ferve and fear God, whilft he ts 


* Young, that the Fear of God may grew up 


<in ibai} ; then will God be an kiticband to 


**You and g Father to him ; an Hushand and: 


¢ a Father that can never be taken from You. 
s Dear Wife, Ibefeech you formySaul’s fake, 

© pay all poor Meh: When I am Dead, no 
€ doubt but you will be much fought urto: 
© for the Worldthinks I was very Rich: Have 


€: a care of the fair Pretences of Men ; for no 


‘ greater Mifery can befal you in this Lafe 


$ than to become a Prey unto the World, and. 


f-after to be defpifed. As for Me, I am 
“no more Yours, nor You Mine: Death 
< hath cut us afunder ; and God hath divided 
© me from the World, and- You from Me. 
& Remember your poor Child, for his rather’s 
¢ fake, who loved you in his happieft Eitate. 
s I fued for my Life, but ( God knows ) it 
€ was for You and Yours, that I defired at's 
f DARN know it, my dear Wife, your Child 
- is the Child’ of a true Man, who in his own 
+ Refa defpifeth Death, and his mifnapen 
t and ugly Forms. I cannat write much; 
© God knows, how hardly I fteai this Time, 
e whenall are afleep: Andit is alfo time for 
‘ forme to feparate my Thoughts from the 
* World. Beg my dead Body, which living 
© was deny’d you ; . and either lay it in Seer 
© burne or in Exeter Church, by my Father 
t and-Mother, | T can fay no more; Tıme 
J a i s and 


y 


begin betimes; in Him fhallyou find true, 
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and Derartu call me away. The everlaftin 
God, powerful, infinite, and infcrutable, God 
Almighty, wko is Goodnefs itfelf, the TRUE 
Licut and Lire, keep You and Yours, 
and have Mercy upon Me, and forgive my 
Perfecutors, and falfe Accufers ; and fend us 
to meet in his glorious Kingdom. My dear 
Wife, Farewel, Blefs my Boy, Pray for 
me; and let my true God hold you both in 
his Arms. 
Yours that was, but not now my own, 
WALTER RAWLEICH. 
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Behold Wifdom, Refolution, Nature and 
Grace! How Strong in Argument, Wife in 
Counfel, Firm, Affectionate and Devout. O 
that your Heroes and Politicians would make 
him their Example in his Death, as well as 
magnify the great Actions of his Life. I doubt 
not, had he been to live over his Days again, 
with his Experience, he had made lefs Noife, 
and yet done more Good to the World and 
himfelf. °Tis a fad Thing to confider, that 
Men hardly come to know themfelves, or the 
World, till they are ready to leave it. 

§. 13. Henry Worron, Knit. thought 
it the greateft Happinefs in this Life, to be at 
Leifure to be, and to do Good ; as in his latter 
End he was wont to fay, when he reflected on 
paft Times, tho’ a Man efteemed Sober and 
Learned, * How much Time have I to repent 
< of, and how little to do it in.’ 

§. 14. Sir CHRISTOPHER HATTON, a 
little before his Death, advifed his Relations to 
be ferious in the Search after the Will of God 
in his haly Word: < For (faid he) it is defery- 

“padly 
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edly accounted a Piece of excclient Know- 
ledge to underftand the Laws of the Land, 
and the Cuftoms of a Man’s Country ; how 
much more to know the Statutes of Heaven, 
and the Laws of Eternity ; thofe immutable 
and eternal Laws of Juftice and Righteouf- 
nefs! To know the Will and Pleafure of the 
great Monarch and univerfal. King of the 
‘World! J bave feen an End of all Perfeétion; 
but thy Commandments, O God, are exceeding 
broad.’ 

Whatever other Knowledge a Man may be 
endued withal, could he by a vaft and impe- 
rious Mind, and an Heart as large as the Sand 
on the Sea Shore, command all the Knowledge 
of Art and Nature, of Words and Things ; 
could he attain a Maftery in all Languages, 
and found the Depth of all Arts and Sciences ; 
could he difcourfe of the Intereft of all States, the 
Intrigues of all Courts, the Reafon of all civil 
Jaws and Conftitutions, and give an Account 
of all Hiftories: and yet net know the Auther 
of his Being, and the Preferver of his Life, 
his Soveraign and his Judge ; his furet Re- 
fuge in Trouble ; his beft Friend, or worft 
Enemy; the Support of his Life, and the 
Hope of his Death ; his future Happinefs and 
his Portion for ever; he doth but Sapienter 
defcendere in infernum, with a great deal of Wif- 
dom go down to Hell. 

§. 15. Francis Bacon, Lord High 
Chancellor of England, fome Time before his 
Death confefled, ‘ That to be Religious, was 
< to live ftrictly and feverely ; for if the Opi- 
‘mion of another World be falfe, yet the 
* fweetelt Life in this World is Piety, Virtue 
‘and 
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< and Honefty : If itbe true, there wefé nofie 
< fo wretched and miferable, as loofe, ca nal 
€ and prophane Perfons. 

§. 16. The Great Duke of Momeraney; 
Colleague to the Duke of Orleance ( Brother 
to the French King, Lewis the Tinted aie Jin 
the War by them agitated againft the Miniftry 
of Cardinal Richlieu, being taken and con- 
victed at Lyons, a little before his Beheading, 
looking upon himfelf; then very richly At- 
tired; © Ah! fays he ) this becomes not’a 
< Servant of the crucified Jefus! What do I 
¢ with thefe Vanities about me ? He was poor, 
< defpifed and naked, when he went to the 
€ Crofs to dye for my Sins ? - And immediately 
he ftripp’d himfelt of all his Finery and puta 
more grave and modeft Garment on him: A 
ferious Reflection ata Time when he beft knew 
what was Beit. 

§. 17. HENRY, Fras of Wales, eldeft 
Son to Ki ing James the Firft, of whom others 
fay many excellent Thing gs, hear what Account 
he gives of himfelf at laft : A Perfon whom he 
lov'd, and that had been the Companion of his 
Diverfions, being with him m= his Sicknefs, 
and afking him, Haw be did ? was, amongft 
many other fober Expreflions, anfwered thus, 
< Ah Tom! Vin vain wifh for that Time [loft 
€ with thee, and others, in vain Recreations.’ 
So Vain were Recreations, and fo precious was 
Time to a Prince, and no ordinary one nei- 
ther, upon a dying Bed. But why wifhed he, 
with others, for more Time? but that it might 
be better employed ? Thus hath the ars Prin- 
ciple and holy Spirit of God in Men, throug! 
out all Generations, convinced them af the 

Vanity 
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before were too much taken up, to mind either 
a dying Bed or a vaft Eternity; but when their 
Days were almot Numbred, when Mortality 
haftened on them, when the Revelation of the 
righteous Judgment was at the Door, and that 
all their worldly Recreations and Enjoyments 
muft be parted with, and that Eye for ever 
fhut, and Flefh* turned to Worms-meat, that 
took Delight therein: Then, O then it was 
the holy Witnefs had room to plead with Con- 
fcience: Then nothiag but an holy, ftrict and 
fevere Life was valuable ; then Æ the World 
for a little Time; who before had given alk 
their Time for a little of a vain World. But 
if fo fhort a Reprefentation of the inconfiftency 
of the Vanities of the World, with the chriftian 
Life, could make fo deep an Impreffion: Oh! 
to what a nobl Stature, and large Propor- 
tion, had they been grown in all pious and 
heavenly Knowledge ; and how much greater 
had their Rewards been, if they contentedly 
had forgone thofe perifhing Entertainments of 
the World betimes, and given the Exercife of 
their Minds to the Tuition and Guidance of 
that ues Grace and holy Spirit of God, 
which had fo long fhined in Darknefs, uncom- 


i foe and Folly upon their dying Beds, who 


o 
prehended of it, and was at lait but juft per- 
ceived to give a Sight of what they had been 
doing all their Days. 

§. 18. Puriip Ill. King cf Spain, feri- 
oufly reflecting upon the Life he had led in 
the World, cryed out upon his Death-Bed, 
< Ah! How happy were l; had I fpenc thefe 
< twenty three Years that I have held my 
“Kingdom, ina Retirement.” Crying out to 
his 
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his Confeffor, < My Concern is for my Soul, 
< not my Body:. I lay all that God has given 
‘me, my Dominion, Power, and my Life 

‘at the Feet of Jefus Chrift my Syvicur? 
Would Kings would live, as well as die fo. 

- §. 19. Count Gonpamor, Ambaffador in 
England, for that very King, and held the 
ableft Man of his Time, who took great free - 
dom as to his Religion in his Politicks, ferving 
his Ends by thofe ways that would beit accom- 
plifh them. When towards his latter End, he 
grew very thoughtful of his paft Life, and 
after all his Negociations and Succeffes in Bu- 
finefs, faid to one of his Friends, ‘ I fear no- 
< thing in the World more than Sin,’ often 
< profefing, ‘ He had rather endure Hell 
‘ than Sin; fo clear and {trong were his Con- 
victions, and fo exceeding fintul did Sin ap- 
pear to him, upon a ferious Confideration of 
his Ways. 

§. 20. Cardinal Ricuiigev, after having 
been firt Minifter of State in Europe, as well 
as of France, confeffed to old Peter de Moulin, 
the famous Proteftant of that Country, * That 
© being forced upon many Irregularities by that 
which they call Rea/ous of State, he could not 
tell how to fatisfy his Confcience fordeveral 
Things; and therefore had many Tempta- 
tions to doubt and difbelieve a God, another 
‘World, and the Immortality of the Soul, 
and thereby to relieve his Mind from any 
Difquiet, but in vain: So ftreng ( he faid ) 
was the Notion of God on his Soul, fo clear 
the Impreffion of him upon the Frame of the 
World, fo unanimous the Confent cf Man- 
kind, fo powerful the Convictions of his own 

‘ Confctence, 
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& Confcience, that'he could not but Tafe the 
“< Power of the World to come, and fo live as 
“one thae muft die, and fo die as one that 
t muk Ive forever.’ And being afked one 
Day, why he was fo fad,eanfwered,. ‘ Mon- 
‘ fieur, Monfieur, the Soul is a ferious Thing ; 
< it muit be either fad here for a Moment, or 
© be fad for ever. 

§. 21. Cardinal Mazaxine, feptitcd the 
cunningeft Statefman of his Time, and who 
gave great Proofs of it in the Succeffes of the 
Frenci Crown, under his Miniftry : His Aim 
was the Grandeur of the World, to which he 
made ail other Confiderations fubmit: But, 
poor Man! He was of another Mind a little 
before his Death: For being awakened by the 
{mart Lathes of Confcience, "seinen reprefented 


his Soul’s Condition very difmal, with Afto- , 


nifhment and Tears he cry’d out, * O my 
‘ poor Soul, what will become of thee! Whi- 
‘ ther wilt thou, go!’ And fpake one Day 
thus to the Queen Mother of France, € Madam, 

‘ your Favours have undone me: Were I to 
* live again, I would be a Capuchin, rather 
* than a Courtier. 


§. 22. Count OxcistERN, Chancellor ef 


Swedeland, a Perfon of the firft Quality; Sta- 
tion and Ability, in his own Country, and 
whofe Share and Succefs not only in the chief 
Miniftry of Affairs in that Kingdom, but in 
the greateft Negotiations of Europe, during, 

his Time, made him no defs confiderable 
abroad. After all hisKnowledge and Honour, 
being wala in his Retreat from publick Buf- 
ef, by yy Commiffioner Whitlock, Ambaflador 
from England, to Queen Chriftina, in the 
E c 
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Conclufion of their Difcourfe, he. faid to the 
Ambaflador, < I have feen much, and enjoyed 

< much of this World, but 1 never knew how 
ê to live till nw. I thank my good God that 


‘© has given me Time to know him, and to 


< know my felf. At! the Comfort I have, and 
‘all the Comfort I take, and which is more 

‘than the whole World can give, is feeling 
‘ the good Spirit of God in my Heart, and 
< reading in this good Book, {holding up the 
° Bible } that came from it. And further ad- 
dreffed himfelf thus to the Ambaflavor: * You 
‘are now inthe Prime of your Age and Vi- 
‘cour, and in great Favour and Bufinefs ; 
© but this will all leave you, and you will one 
< Day better underftand and relifh what I fay 
‘to you; and then you will find that there is 
“more Wifdom, Truth, Comfort and Plea- 
s fure in retiring and turning your Heart from 
‘the World, tothe good Spirit óf God, and 
t in reading the Bible, than in all the Courts 
‘and Favours of Princes.” This I had) as 
near as I am able to remember, from the 
Ambaffador’s own Mouth more than once. 
A. very edifying Hiftory, when we confider 
from whom it came; one of the greateft and 
wifeft Men of his Age, while his Underftand- 
ing was as found and vigorous, as his Experi- 
ence and Knowledge were great. 

. 23. Dr. Dunn, a great Poet, taking 
his farewel of his Friends, on his Dyine-Bed, 
left this Saying behind him, for them to mea- 
fure their Fancies and their Actions by: °? I 
‘ Repent of all my Life, but that\Part of it 
“1 fpent in Communion with God, and doing 
* Good.’ 
$. 245 
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§. 24. SELDEN, one ofthe greateft Scholars 
and Antiquaries of his Time: One who had 
aig: a diligent Survey of what Knowledge 

vas confiderable amongft the Jews, Heathens | 
We Chriltians; at laft profeffeth this toward the 
Enc of his Days (in hisConference with Bifhop 
Ujber.) Tiat notwithftanding he had been 
f laborious in his Enquiries; and curious in 
his Colleétions, and had poffeft himfelf ofa 
Treafure of Books and Manufcripts upon all 
ancient Subjects ; yet he could reft his Soul oh 
none, fave the Scriptures: And above all, 
that Paffage lay moft remarkably upon his Spi- 
rit, For the Grace of God, that bringeth Salva- Tiras 4; 
tion, bath appeared unto all Men, teaching us, 11. 12. 
that denying Ungodline/s, and worldly Lufts, we 13. 14 
foould live foberly, righteoufly, and godly in this *3: 
prefent World; looking for that bleffed Hope, 
and glorious Appearing of the great Ged and our 
Saviour Fefus Chrif , who gave bimfelf for us, 
that be might redeem us from all Init, and 
purify unto bimfelf a peculiar People, zealous cf 
good Works: Thefe Things fpeak, and exhort, 
and rebuke with all Authority. And indeed it 
is one of the moft comprehenfive Paflages in 
the Scripture. For it comprifes the End, 
Means, and Recompence of Chniftiamty. 

§..25. Huco GroTIUS, than whom thefe 
latter Ages think tney have not had a Man of 
more univerfa] Knowledge (a Light, fay the 
Statefmen ; a Light, fay the Churchmen too ) 
witnefs his Annals; and his Book, De Fure 
Belli & Pacis , allo bis Chriftian Religion, and 
Elaborate Commentaries. He winds up his Life 
and Choice in this remarkable Saying, which 
— A the Edge of ether Men’s inordi- 


E e2 nate 


es 
éT © 


No Crofs, no Crows, 


nate Defires after what they falfy call Learn- 
ing; namely, © Lwoull give all my Learning 
‘and Honour for the plain Integrity of Feat 
© Urick, who was a religious poor Man, that 
s {pent eight Hours of his Time in Prayer, 
‘eight in Labour, and but eight in Meals, 
€ Sleep, and other Neceflaries.” And to one 
that admired his great Induftry, he returned 
this by Way of Complaint: ‘ Ah! I have 
* confumed my Life in laborioufly doing No- 
‘thing.’ Andto another, that inquired of his 
Wifdom and Léarning, what Courfe to take 
he folemnly anfwered, ‘ Be ferious.’ Such 
was the Senfe he had, how much a “fericus 
Life excell’d, and was of force towards a dy- 
ing-Hour. 

§. 26. To whom I join Satmasivus that 
famous French Scholar, (and the other’s Con- 
temporary ) who (after his many Volumes ef 
Learning, by which he had acquired great 
Veneration among. Men of Books, ) confeffed 
fo far to have miftaken true Learning, and 
that in which folid Happinefs confifts, that he 
exclaimed thus againit himfelf; < Oh! I have 
‘lofta World of Time ; Time, that moi pre- 
‘cious Thing in the World! Whereof, had 
* I but,one Year more, it fhould be fpent in 
< Davids Pfalms, and Pauls Epiftles. Oh, 
* Sirs! ( faid he to thofe about him ) Mind the 
< World lefs, and God more: he fear of the 
* Lord that is Wifdom, and to depart from Evil, 
< that is Underftanding? 

§. 27. Francis Junits, an ingenious Per- 
fon, who hath writ his own Life, as he was 
reading Tully de Legibus, fell intoa Perf wafion, 
Nibil curare Deum, nec fui, nec alieni; "àll in 
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a Tumuit in Lyons, the Lord wonderfully de- 
livered him from imminent Dgath ; fo that he 
was forced to acknowledge a divine Provi- 
dence therein: And his Father hearing the 
dangerous Ways that his Son was mifled into, 
fent for him Home, where he carefully and 
_ pioutly inftructed him, and caufed him to read 
over the New Teftament; of which himfeif 
writeth thus: < When I opened the New Tefta- 
‘ment, I firft lighted upon Yobn’s firft Chap- 
‘ ter, In the beginning was the IVord, &c. I 
‘read Part of the Chapter, and was fuddenly 
“convinced, that the Divinity of the Argu- 
‘ ment, and the Majefty and Authority of the 
* Writing, did exceedingly excel ail the Elo- 
€ quence of human Writings: My Body trem- 
“bled, my Mind was aftonifhed, and was fẹ 
* affected all that Day, that I knew not where 
s and what I was. Thou*watt mindful of me, 
‘< O my God, accerding to the Multitude of 
‘ thy Mercies, and calledft home thy loft Sheep 
“into the Fold? And as Fuftin Martyr of old, 
fo he of late profeffec, < That the Power of 
€ Golinefs ina plain, fimple Chriftian, wrought 
‘ fo upon him, that he could not but take up 2 
© ftrict and ferious Life. 

§. 28. A. Riverus, a Man of Learning, 
and much reverenc’d in the Dutch Nation, 
after a long Life of Study, in fearch of divine 
Knowledge, upon his‘Death-Bed, being dif- 
cours'd by his Friend of heavenly Things, 
brake forth in this Manner 3 ‘ God has learn- 
‘ed me more of himfe!f in ten Days Sicknefs, 
t thani could get by all my Labour and Studies,’ 
So hear a Way, fọ fhorta Cut it is te the 
Knowledge of God, when People come into 
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the right Way, which is to turn in their 
Minds and Hearts to the Voice ef God, and 
Jearn of him, who is a Spirit, to be taught of 
him, and led by him: For in Righteoufne/s, 
fuch faall be eftablifhed, and great fhail be their 
Peace. 
A Lecter from James Earlof MARLBOROUGH, 
a little before his Death, in the Battle at 
Sea, on the Coaft of Holland, &£e. 


$- 29. F Believe the Goodnefs of your Nature, 
y & and the Friendfhip you bave always 
orn ime, will receive wiih Kindne/s the laf Of- 
fice of your Friend. Tamin Health enough of 
Bedy, and ( through the Mercy of Godin Fefus 
Chrif ) well difpofedin Mind. This I premife, 
that you may be fatisfied, that what I write, 
proceeds not from any fantaftick Terror of Mind, 
but from a fober Refolution of what concerns my 
felf, and earneft Defire to do you more good after 
my Death, than mine Example ( Gad of bis 
Mercy, pardon the Eadnefs of it) in my Life- 
time may do you harm. I will not fpeak ought 
of the Vanity of this World, your own Age and 
Experience will fave that Labour: But there is 
a certain Thing that goeth up and down the 
World, called Religion, dreffed and pretended 
Phantaftically, and to Purpofes bad enough, 
which yet by fuch evil Dealing lofeth not its Be- 
ing. The great good God hath not left it with- 
gut a Witnefs, more or lefs, fooner or later, in 
every Man’s Bofom, to direti us in the Purfuit 
gf it; and far the avoiding of thofe inextricable 
Pifquiftions and Entanglements our own ftail 
a weuld perplex us withal, God in bis 
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os gh ae us bis boly Word, in 
as there are many Things hard to be un- 

sod, fo there is ensugh plain and cafre to quiet 
Minds, and dire? us concerning sur fulure 
mz. 1 conf fe to God axd Jon, 1 bave been 


See cel ni ful Vanity a the dn] 
d found no true Comfor! in axy ciber Refolutiony 
tban what | bad from thence: A recommend from 
the bottom of my Heart, the fame to sour ( I 
bope) bapps ufe. Dear Hugh, det as be more 
generous, than te believe we edie as the Bzafts 
that perifh ; but with a chrifian, manty, brave 
Refolution, look to what is Eternal. I will 
mot trouble gou farther. The only great God, 
and boly God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghof, 
direi you to an bappy Exd of your Life, and 
joyful pjeesltigs. So prays your irue 


i ‘MARLBGROUGH. 


. -Sas 33. The late Sir Henry Vane muĝ be 
Memory to need a Character, but 
ii crain his Parts were of the firft Rate, 

perior fo tke Generaliry of Men, but 


iid often fay, ‘ He owed them to Reli- 
“gion in his Youth he was much addicted 
to Company, and promifed little to Bufineis ; 

bur in reading ofa ‘Book, called, The Signs of 
e Godly Man, a being , möned i in himfelf 
—s ar but that he had no Snare 
2 of them; he fell into that extreme 

uih and Horror w that for fome Days and 
wits, he too! litle Food or Ret, whick ac 
Ecg- - ence 
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once diffolvecd his old Friendfhips, “andwmad: 
thofe Impreflions and Refoluticns to Religion, 
chat neither Univerfity, Courts, Princes, nor 
Parents, nor any Loffes or Difappoimtments 
chat threatned his new Courfe of Life, could 
weaken or alter. And tho’ this laid him umr 
der fome Difadvantages for a Time, ‘his great 
Integrity and Abilities, quickly broke through 
that Obfcurity,, fo that thofe of very differing 
Sentiments, did not only admire, but-very of 
ten defired him to accept the moft eminent 
Negotiations of his Country, which he ferved 
according to his own Principles, with great 
Succefs, and a remarkable Self-Denial. This 
great Man’s Maxim was, Religion was the 
beit Matter, andthe beft Friend; for 1 made 
Men wife, and would never leave them that 
never left it; which he found true in himfelf : 
For as it made him wifer’ than thofe that had 
been his Teachers, fo it made him firmer than. 
any Hero, having femething more than Na- 
ture to fupport him: Which was the Judg- 
ment as well of Foreigners as others, that had 
the Curiofity to fee him die. Making goad + 
fome Meditations of his own, vix. The Day 
of Death is the Judge of all our other Days; 
the very Trial and Touch-ftene of the Actions 
of our Life. ’Tis the End that Crowns the 
Work, anda good Death honoureth a Man’s 
whole Life. The fading Corruption and Lofs 
of this Life, is the Paffage into a better. Death 
is no lefs Effentia] to us, than to live or to be 
born: In flying Death, thou flyeft thy felf; 
thy Effence is equally parted in ‘thefe two, 
Efe and Death. It is no {mall Reproach tog ` 
Chriftan, whofe Faith is in Immortality, and ` 
ie 
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the Bleffednefs of another Life, to fear Death 
much, which is the neceflary Paflage thereunto. 

§. 94. ApRanam CowLeyY, (whom tb 
name, is enough. with the Men of Wit of our 
Time and Nation) fpeaks not lefs in favour of 
the Temperance and Solitude, fo much la- 
bour’d inthe preceding Difcourfe: Yet that 
his Judgement may have the more Force with 
the Reader, it may be fit that I fhould fay, 
that he was a Man of a {weet and fingular Wit, 
great Learning, and an even Judgment; that 
had known what Cities, Univerfities and 
Courts could afford; and that not only at 
Home, bur in divers Nations abroad: Weari- 
ed with the World, he broke thro’ all the In- 
tanglements of it; and, which was hardeft, 
great Friendfhip, and a perpetual Praife ; and 
retired to a folitary Cottage near Barn-Elms, 
where his Garden was his Pleafure, and he his 
own Gardener: Whence he giveth us this fol- 
lowing Doétrine æ san which may 
fefve for an Account how well he was pleafed 
m his Change. * The firft Work ( faith he ) 
¢ chat a Man muft do to make himfelf capable 
* of the Good of Solitude, is the very Eradi- 
c cation of all Lufts; for how is it poffible for 
‘a Man to enjoy himfelf, while his Affections 
‘are tied to Things without himfelf. The 
£ firit Minifter of State hath not fo much Bu- 
* finefs in Publick, as a wife Man kath in Pri- 
‘vate; if the one have little Leifure to be 
t alone, the other hath lefs Leifure to be in 


‘Company ; the one hath but Part of the Af | 


s fairs of one Nation, the other all the Works 
© of God and Nature under his Confideration. 
f There is no Saying fhocks me fo much, as 
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< that which I hear very often, That a May 
© doth not know bow to pafs bis Time: °T would 
© have been il! fpoken of Methufalem, in the 
£ nine Hundred fixty-ninth Year of his Life: 
< But that is not to deceive the World, but to 
© deceive our felves, as Quintilian faith, Vitam 
< fallere, To draw on ftill, and amufe and 
s deceive our Life, till it be advanced infenfi- 
€ bly to the fatal Period, and fall into that Pit 
é which Nature hath prepared for it. The 
< Meaning ofall this is no more, than that 
€ moft vulgar Saying, Bene qui latuit, bene 
© vixit, He hath lived well, who hath lain well 
< hidden. Which, if it be a Truth, the World 
‘is fuficiently deceived: For my Part, I 
€ think itis, and that the pleafanteft Condition 
< of Life is in Incognito: What a brave Pri- 
€ viledge is it, to be free from all Contentions, 
‘from all Envying, or being Envied, from 
‘receiving and from paying all kind of Cere- 
“monies! We are here among the vaft and 
€ noble Scenes of Nature: We are ther. among 
€ the pitiful Shifts of Policy: We walk here 
© in the Light, and open Ways of the divine 
¢ Bounty: We grope there in the dark and 
¢ confufed Labyrinths of human Malice: Our 
< Senfes are here feafted with the clear and 
e genuine Tafte of their Objects, which are all 
* fophifticated there; and for the moft part, 
é overwhelmed with their Contraries. Here 
e€ Pleafure looks ( methinks ) like a beautiful, 
€ conftant and modeft Wife: °’Tis there an 
¢ impudent, fickle, and painted Harlot. Here 
é is harmlefs and cheap Plenty: There guilty 
¢ and expenceful Luxury: The Antiquity of 
t this Art js certainly not to be contefted by 
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s anyother. The three firt Men in the World 
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were a Gardener, a Plough-Man, and a 
Grafier: And if any Man obdje&, that the 
fecond of thefe was a Murderer, I defire he 
would confider, that as foon as he was fo, 
he quitted our Profefion, and turn’d Builder. 
*Tis for this Reafon, I fuppofe, that the Son 
of Syrach forbids us to hate Hufbanary ; 
becaufe (faith he) the moft High hath 
created it. Weareall born to this Art, and 
taught by Nature to nourifh our Bodies by 
the fame Earth, out of which they were made, 
and to which they muft return, and pay at 
laft for their Suitenance. Behold the origi- 
nal and primitive Nobility of all thofe great 
Perions, who are too proud now, not only 
to till the Ground, but almoft to tread up- 
onit. We may talk what we pleafe of 
Tallies and Lyons: Rampant, and Spread 


Eagles in Fields d’Or, or d'Argent; but if 


Heraldry were guided by Realon, a Picugh 
ina Field A: hle. Va be the moit noble 
and ancient Arms,’ 


r— Blf be the Man (and blef is be) 
whom ere 

Plac’d far out of the Roads of Hope or Fear } 

A litile Field, a little Garden feeds ; 

The Field gives all chat frugal Nature needs; 

The Wealthy Garden lib’ rally befows 

All foe can afz, when fhe Luxurious grows. 

The {pecious Inconveniences shat wait 

Upon a Life of Bufiness and of State ; 

He fees ( nor doth the Sight diffurb his Ret ) 

By Fools defir’d, by wicked Men poffett. 
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=a Ab, wretched, and too Solitary he, 
Who loves not his own Company } 

Fle li feel the Weight oft many a Day, 
Onlefs be call in Sin or Vanity 

To kelp to bear’ t away. > 


a 


Out of Martial he gives us this following 


Epigram, which he makes his by Tranflation 
and Choice, to tell his own Solitude by: I 
place it here as his. 

= Would you be Free? Tis your chief 


Wifh you fay: 
Come on; Pll fhew thee, Friend, the certain 
Way: 
Jf to no Feafts abroad thou lov’ ft to go, 
Whilt bounteous God doth Bread at Home bes 
fow 4 | 
If thou the Goodnefs of thy Clothes dof prize 
By thy own Ufe, and not by others Eyes; 
If only fafe from Weathers, thou canft dwell 
In a fmall Houfe, but a convenient Shell : 
If thou without a Sigh or Golden With, 
Cant look upon thy Beechen Bowl, ar Dih, 
If in thy Mind fuch Power and Greatnefs be, 
The Perfian King’s aSlave compar’ d with thee. 
——IVbilft this bard Truth I teach, methinks 
I fee i 
The pa London, laugh at me; 
I foould at thee too, foolifh City, 
If it were fit to laugh at Mifery ; 
But thy Eftage f pity. 
Let but thy wicked Men from cut thee go, 
And all the Fools that crowd thee fo, 
Even thou, whe dof thy Mullions eaf, 
A Village lefs than Wington walt grow ; 
—— 22 Solitude almof, 
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f mhall conclude him with this Prayer of his 


own. 
— For the few Hours of Life allotted me, 
Give me (Great GOD) but Bread and 
Liberty ; 

` Pilbegnomore, if more thou’rt pleas’d to give; 
Pl thankfully that Overplus receive. 
If beyond This no more be freely fent, 
Pil thank for This, and go away content. 


_ Here ends the Wit, the Praife, the Learn- 
ing, the City, the Court, with Abraham Cow- 
dey, that once knew and had them all. 


§. 32. The late Earl of ROCHESTER was 
inferiour to no Body in Wit, and hardly any 
Body ever ufed it worfe; if we believe him 
againft himfelf, in his dying Reflections. An 
Account of which I have had from fome that 
vilited him in his Sicknefs, befides that larger 
one made publick by the prefent Bifhop of 
Salifoury. It was then that he came to think 
there was a God, for he felt his Lafhes on his 
Confcience, and that there was fuch a Thing 
as Virtue, and a Reward for it. Chriftianity 
was no longer a worldly or abfurd Defign ; but 
Chrift a Saviour, and a moft merciful One: 
And his Doétrines plain, juft and reafonable, 
ahd the true Way to Felicity, here and here- 
after. Admiring and adoring that Mercy to 
him which he had treated with fo much Infide- 
hty and obftinate Contempt: Withing only 
for more Life to confute his paftone, and in 
fome Meafure to repair the Injuries he had done 
to Religion by it: Begging forgivenefs for 


Shiift’s Sake, though he thought himfelf the. 


meft 
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moft unworthy of it for his own. Thus died 
that witty Lord Rochefter, and this Retreat lic 
made from the Werld he had fo great a Name 
in. May the loofe Wits of the Times, as he 
defired, take Warning by him, and not leave 
their Repentance toa “dying Bed. 

§. 33. A noble young Man of the Family 
of Howarp, having too much yielded to the 
Temptations of Youth, when upon his Sick- 
Bed, ( which proved his Dying-Bed ) fellun- 
der the Power aud Agony of great Convictions, 
mightily bewailing himfelf in the Remem- 
brance of his former Extra vagancies ; crying 
flrongly to God to forgive him, abhorring his 
former Courfe, and promifing Amendment, 
if God renew’d Life to him. However, was 
willing to die, having tafted of the Love and 
Forgivenefs of God; warning his Acquain- 
tance and Kindred that came to fee him, to 
fear God, and forfake the Pleafures and Vanity 
of this World: And fo willingly yielded his 
Soul from the Troubles of Time, and Frailties 
of Mortality. 

§. 34. The late Princefs ELISABETH of 
the Rhine, of Right claimeth a Memorial in 
this Difcourfe: Her Virtue giving greater 
Luftre to her Name than her Quality, which 
yet was of the greateft in the German Empire. 
She chofe a finele Life, as freeft of Care, and 
beft fuited to the Study and Meditation fhe 
was always inclined to: And the chiefeft Di- 
verfion fhe took, next the Air, was in fome 
fuch Plain and Houfe-wifely Entertainment, 
as Knitting, &c. She had a fmall Territory, 
which the eovern’d fo well, that fhe fhew’d 
herfelf fit for a Greater, She would conftantly 

every 
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every laft Day in the Week, fit in Judgment, 
and hear and determine Caufes herfelf,; where 
her Patience, Juftice and Mercy, were admi- 
rable; frequently remitting her Forfeitures, 
where the Party was Poor, or otherwife Meri- 
torious. And which was excellent, tho’ un- 
afual, fhe would temper her Difcourfes with 
Religion, and ftrangely draw concern’d Par- 
ties to Submiffion and Agreement ; exercifing 
not fo much the Rigour of her Power, as the 
Power of her Perfwafion. Her Meekneds and 
Humility appear’d to me extraordinary, fhe 


never confider’d the Quality, but the Merit of 


the People fhe entertain’d. Did fhe hear ofa 
retired Man hid from the World, and feeking 
after the Knowledge of a better, fhe was fureto 
fet him down in the Catalogue of her Charity, 
if he wanted it: I have cafually feen, I believe, 
fifty Tokens fealed and fuperfcribed to the fe- 
veral poor Subjects of her Bounty, whofe Dif- 
tances would not fuffer them to know one ano- 
ther, tho’ they knew her, whom yet fome of 
them had never feen. Thus, tho’ fhe kept no 
fumptuous Table in her own Court, fhe fpread 
the Tables of the Poor in their folitary Cells ; 
breaking Bread to virtuous Pilgrims, accord- 
ing to their Want, and her Ability. Abfte- 
mious in her felf, and in Apparel void of all 
vain Ornaments. 

I muft needs fay, her Mind had a noble 
Profpect: Her Eye was to a better and more 
lafting Inheritance, than can be found below ; 
which made her often to defpife the greatneds 
of Courts, and Learning of the Schools, of 
which fhe was an extraordinary Judge. Being 
ence at Hambrough, a religious Perfon, whom 

def fhe 
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fhe went to fee for Religion’s fake, telling 
her, It was too great an Honour for him, that 
he fhould have a Vifitant of her Quality come 
under his Roof, that was aliy’d to fo many 
great Kings and Princes of this World: She 
humbly anfwered, < If they were Godly, as 
* well as Great, it will be an Honour indeed ;, 
‘ but if you knew what that Greatnefs was, a: 

* well as I, you would value lefs that Honour.’ 
Being in fome Agony of Spirit, after a religi- 
ous Meeting we had in her own Chamber, fhe 
faid, < It is a hard Thing to be faithful to what 
‘one knows: Olt, the Way is ftrait! Iam 
‘afraid [am not weighty enough in my Spirit- 
‘to walk in it.’ After another Meeting fhe 
uttered thefe Words; ‘ I have Records in my 
< Library that the Gofpel was firft brought out 
‘ of England hither into Germany by the Eng- 
“ lifh, and now it is come again.’ She once 
withdrew, on Purpofe to give her Servants the 
Liberty of difcourfing us, that they might the - 
more freely put what Queftions of Confcience 
they defired to be iatisfied in; for they were 
Religious : Suffering boththem, and the poor- 
eft of her Town, to fit by her in her own Bed- 
Chamber, where we had two Meetings. I 
cannot forget her lait Words, when I took my 
Leave of her: < Let me delire. you te remem- 
‘me, tho’ I live at this Diftamce, and that 
‘you fhould never fee me mere: Ithank you 
* for this good Time ; and know and be affur- 
‘ed, tho’ my Condition fubjects me to divers ` 
‘t Temptations, yet my Soul hath ftrong De- 
* fires after the beft Things.” | She liv’d her 
fingle Life till about Sixty Yearsof Age, and 
and then departed at her own Hovwle in Her- 
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Werden, which was about * two Years fince ; 
as much lamented as fhe had liv’d beloved of 
the People: To whofe real Worth; I doy 
with a religious Gratitude, for her kind Re- 
ception, de dicate this Memorial. 

§. 35. Butstrop Wuittock has left his 
own Charatter in his Memorials of Englifh 
Affairs; .a Book that fhows both his Employ- 
ments and ereaterA bilities. He was almoft evet 
a Commiffioner and Companion with thofe great 
Men, thatthe Lords and Commons of England, 
at feveral Times, appointed to treat with King 
Charles I. for a Peace. He was Commiffioner 
öf the Great Seal, Ambaffador to the Crown 
of Swedeland, and fometimes Prefident cf the 
Council: A Scholar, a Lawyer, a Statefman ; 
im fhort, he was one of the moft accomplifh’d 
Men of the Age. Being with him fometinies 
at his own Houfe in Berkfhire; where he gave 
me that Account I have related of Chancellor 


Oxciftern, amongft many ferious Things he 


{poke, this was very obfervable. < I ever have 
© thought (faid he ) there has been one true 
Religion in the World, and that is, the 
work of the Spirit of God in the Hearts and 
Souls. of Men. There has been indeed di- 
vers Forms and Shapes of Things, through 
the many Difpenfations of God to Men, an- 
fwerable to his own wife Ends, in Reference 
to the low and uncertain State of Man in the 
World; but the old World had the Spirit 
of God, for it ftrove with them; and the 
new World has had the Spirit of Ga, both 
ae f Jew 
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# She died i in 1686: And this Pafflage was inferted if 
æ Setond Edition of this Treatile, 47. 682. 
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“ Few and Gentile; and it ftrives with all; and 
* they that have been led by it, have been the 
< good People in every Difpenfation of God to 
e the World, And I my felf muft fay, I have 
© felt it from a Child to convince me of my 
‘ Evil and Vanity, and it has often given me 
t a true Meafure of this poor World, and fome 
¢ Tafte of divine Things; and it is my Grief 
© I did not more early apply my Soul to it. 
‘ For I can fay, fince my Retirement from the 
< Greatnefs and Hurries of the World, I have 
€ felt fomething of the Work and Comfort of 
€ it, and that it is both ready and able to in- 
© ftruct and lead, and preferve thofe that will 
¢ humbly and fincercly hearken to it. So that 
< my Religion is the good Spirit of God in my 
< Heart; Emean, what that has wrought in 
< me and for me.’ And after a Meeting at 
his Houfe, to which he gave an entire Liber- 
ty, for all that pleafed to come, he was fo 
deeply affeted with the Teftimony of the 
Light, Spirit and Grace of Chrift in Man, as 
the Gofpel Difpenfation ; that after the Meeting 
clofed in Prayer, he rofe up, and pulled off 
his Hat, and faid, ‘ This is the everlafting 
* Gofpel I have heard this Day; and I hum- 
< bly blefs the Name of God, that he has let 
© me live to fee this Day, in which the ancient 
© Gofpel is again preached to them that dwell. 
€ upon the Earth’ 
$. 36. A Sifter of the Family of Penn, of 
Penn in Buckinghamfhire, a young Woman 
dehghting in the Finery and Pleafures of the 
World, was feized with a violent IlInefs, that 
proved Mortal to her. In the Time of her 
Sicknefs fhe fell mto great Diftrefs of Soul, 
y bitterly 
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bitterly bewailing the want of that inward 
Peace which makes a Death-Bed eafy to the 
Righteous. After feveral Days languithing, 
a little Confolation appeared after this Manner. 
She was fome Hours ina kind of Trance; fhe 
apprehended fhe was brought into a Place 
where Curis? was; to whom could fhe but 
deliver her Petition, fhe hop’d to be reliev’d. 


But her Endeavours encreas’d her Pain; for as- 


fhe preft todeliverit, He turn d bis Back upon 
her, and would not fo much as took towards 
her. But that which added to her Sorrow, 
was, < That fhe beheld others admitted ? 
However, fhe gave not over importuning him, 
And when almoft ready to faint, and her hope 
to fink, He turn’d one fide of bis Face towards 
ber, and reached forth bis Hand, and receiv’d 
ber Requeft : At which her třoubled Soul found 
immediate Confolation. Turning to thofe 
about her, fhe repeats what had befallen her ; 
adding, ‘ Bring me my new Clothes, take of 
© the Lace and Finery :? And chare’d her Re- 
lations, ‘ Not to deck and adorn themfelves 
$. after the Manrer of the World; for that the 
€ Lord Jefus, whom fhe had feen, appear’ 
€ to her in the likenefs ofa PLAIN COUNTRY- 
* Man, without any Trimming or Ornament 
* whatever; and that his Servants ought to be 
t like him. 

§. 37. My own FATHER, after thirty Years 
Employment, with good Succefs, in divers 
Places of eminerit Truft and Honour in his 
own Country; upon a ferious Reflection not 
long before his Death, fpoke to me in this 
Manner, ‘ Son, William, Lam weary of the 
* World; J would not live over my Days 

Ff p= * again, 
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€ again; tf J could command them "with @ 
< Wifh; for the Snares of Life are greater 
€ than the Fears of Death. This troubles me, 
¢ that I have offended a gracious God, that 
€ has followed me to this Day. O have a care 
* of Sin! that is the fting both of Lafe and 
+ oa Three Things I commend to you; 
€ 1. Let nothing in this World tempt you to 
¢ wrong your Confcience ; I charge you, do 
` nothing againft your Confcience ; fo will 
* you keep Peace at Home, whiek will be a 
‘ Feaft to you in a Day of Trouble. 2. 
& Whatever you defign to do, fay it quflly, 
€ and time it feafonably ; for hae gives Secu- 
* rity and Difpatch. Laftly, Be net troubled 
at Difappointments ; for if they may be reco 
vered, do it; if they can’t, trouble is Vain. 
* If you could not have help’d it, be content ; 
* there is often Peace and Profit in fubmitting 
€ to Providence: For Affiictions make Wife. 
* If you could have help’d it, Jet not your 
© Troubleexceed Inftru@ion for another Time: 
Thefe Rules will carry you with Firmnefs 
€ and Comfort through this incenftant World.” 
At another Time he in veich’d agatat the 
Profanenefs and Impiety of “the Age ; often 
frying out, with an Earneftnefs ‘of Spirit, 
* Wo: to thee, O England! God wilf judge 
* thee, O England ! Plagues are at thy Door, 
t O Er gland P He much bewailed, that di- 
vers Men i in Power, and many of the Nobility 
and Gentry of the Kingdom, were grown fo: 
diffolite and profane; often faying, * God 
* has forlaken us, we are infia we will 
< fhut our Eyes, we wil nor fee our true In- 
* tereftsand i lappinefs; we hall bedeitroyed !’ 
Apprehending, 
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Apprehending the Confequences of the grow- 
ing Loofenefs of the Age to be our Ruin; and 
that the Methods moit fit to ferve the King- 
dom with true Credit at Home and Abroad, 
were too much neglected. The Trouble of 
which did nor a little help to feed his Diftem- 
per, waich drew him daily nearer to his End ; 
and as hé believed it, fo iefs-concern’d or dif- 
order’d I never faw him at any Time; ef 
which I took good Notice: Wearied to live, 
as well as neai to dic, he took his Leave of us; 
and of me, with this Expreflion, and a moft 
compofed Countenances. Son William, if you 

< and your Friends keep to your plain Way of 
* Preaching, and keep to your plain Way of 
‘ Living, you will make an End of the Prictts 
< tothe End of the World, Bury me by my 
© Mother: Live all in Love: Shun all Man- 
< nerofEvil: And I pray God to blefs you 
+ all; and he will blefs you. 

§. 38. ANTHONY LovTHER, of Makk, 2 
Perfon of good Senfe, of a fweet Temper, 3 
ya Mihd, and of a fober Education; when 
of Age to be under his own Government, was 
fos by the Men of Pleafure of the Town, 
into the ufual Freedoms of it, and was as much 
a Judge as any Body, of the Satisfaction thag 
Way of Living could yield ; but fometime be- 
fore his Sicknels, with a free and {trong Jude, 
ment, he would frequently upbraid him&lf, 
and contemn the World, fer thole unfeafon- 
able as well as Arin Liberties, that fọ 
much abound in it; which Apprehenfion in- 
creafed by the Inftruction of a long and fharp 
Sicknefs: He would often defpife their Folly, 
and abhor their Guilt; breathing g, with fome 
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Impatience, after the Knowledge of the beft 
Things, and the beft Company, lofing as little 
Time aske could, that he might red deem the 
Time he had loft; teftifying. often, ‘with a 
lively Relifh, to the Truth of Religion, from 
the Senfe he had of it in his own Breaft : Fre- 
uently profeffing, * He knew no Joy com- 
€ parable to that of being affured of the Love 
s and Mercy of God.’ ~ Which as he often 
implored with ftrong Convictions, anda deep 
Humility and Reverence, fo he had frequently 
Talts thereof before his laft Period, prefing 
his Relations and Friends, in a matt ferious 
and affectionate Manner, to love God and one 
another more, and this vile World lefs. And 
of this he was fo full, it was almoft ever the 
ConcluGen of his moft inward Difcourfes with 
his Family; tho’? he fometimes faid, * He 
‘ could have been willing to have lived, if 
$ God had eh to fee his younger Chitdlen’ 
< nearer a Settlement in the World, yet he felt 
* no Defire to live longer in the World, but. 
s on the Terms of living better in it? For 
that he did not only think Virtue the fafeft, 
but the happieft Way of Living: Commend- 
ing and commanding 1 it to his Children upon 
nis latt Bleffing. 
I fhall conclude this Chapter of retired, 

aged and dying Perfons, with fome Collec- 
pions I haye arg out of the Life of a Perfon 
pf great Picty and Quality of the French 
Nation, 

§. 39. Dy Reyrt, a young Mobleman of 
France, ms admirable Parts, as well as great 
Birth, touch*d with a Sente ofthe Vanity of the 
World. and the Sweetnefs of a retired and) 
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religious Life, notwithftanding the Honours 
and Employments that waited for him, aban- 
dons the Pride and Pomp of the World, to 
enjoy a Life of more Communion with God : 
Do but hear him: < lavow ( faid he ) that I 


£ 
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haveno guft in any Thing, where I find not 
Jefus Chrift; and fora Soul that fpcaks nor 
of him, or in which we cannot tafte any 
Effect of Grace flowing from his Spirit 
( which is the Principle of Operations, both 
inward and outward, that are felidty Chrif- 
tian ) fpeak not to meat all of fuch an one: 
Could I (as I may fay ) behold both Mira- 
cles and Wonders there, and yet not Jefus 
Chrift, acr hear any talk of him, I count ail 
but Amufement of Spirit, lofs of Time, and 
a very dangerous Precipice. Let us en- 


courage ourfelves, to-lead this Life unknown | 


and wholly hid from: Men, but moft known 
to, and intimate with Ged; divefting our 
felves, and chafing eur of our Minds al} 
thofe many Superiluities, and thofe many 
Amufements, which bring with them fo 


great a Damage, that they take up our Minds 


inftead of God. So that when I cenfider 
that which thwarts and cuts into fo many 
Pieces this holy, this fweet and amiable 
Unien, which we fhould have continually 
with God, it appears, that it is only a Men- 
fieur, 2 Madam, a Complement and Chat- 
ing, indeed a meer Foolery ; which not- 
with{tanding doth ravifh and wreft from us 
the Time that is fo precious, and the Fel- 
lowfhip that is fo holy and fo defirable. Leg 
us quit this, J pray you, and Jearn te court 
yt with our own Mafter: Let ys well under- 
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ftand our Part, our own World ( a8 we here 
phrafe it) not that World Jumean, which 
we do renounce, but that wherein the Chil, 

dren of Gad do aon Duties to their Father, 
There is nothing in this World fo feparate’ 
from the World, as God; and the greater 


_ the Saints are, the greater is their Retire- 


ment into lian. This. our Saviour taught 

us, whilft he lived on Earth, being in all ‘his 
vifible Employments united to God, andre- 
tired into the Bofom of his Father. . Since 
the Time that I gave up my Liberty to God, 
as I told you, I was given ta underftand, to 
what a Staterof Annihilation the Soul mutt 
be byought, to render it capable of Union 


with him: I few my Soul reduced into a 


{mall Point, contraéted and fhrunk up to 
Nothing: And at the fame Time 1 beheld 
my feif, as if encampaffed with wnatioever 
the World loves and pofieffeth; and ast 
were, a Hand removing all this far from 
me, throwing it into the Ocean of Annihi- 
lation. 

© In the firk Place, I faw removed all exte-” 
rior Things, Kingdoms, great Offices, ftate- 
ly Buildings, rich | Houfhold- ftuff, Gold and 
Silver, Recreations, ‘Pleafures ; all which 
are great Incumbrances to the Soul’s paffing on 
to.God ; of which therefore his Pleafure 1 1S, 
that fhe be {tripped, that fhe may arrive at 
the Point of Nakednefs and Death, which 
wiht bring her into Poffefiien of folid Riches, 
and real | Life, Affure your felf, there is 
no Security in any Eftate, but this of Dying 
and Annihilation; hih is, to be baptized 
ne Chrift’s Death, that we live the Life 
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of Mortification. Our beft Way is there: 
fure, cto diveft our felves of All, that che 


holy Child Jetus may govern All. Alb that 
can be imagin’d in this lower World, is of 
{mall Concernment, tho’ it were the lofing 
of all our Goods, and the Death of all the 
Men in it ; this poor Ant-hill is not worthy 
ofa ferious Thought. Had we buta little 

Faith, and a little Love, how happy fhould 
we efteem our felves, in giving away all to 
attend na more, fave on God alone ; and to 
fay, Deus meus, EF omnia! d God, and 
my All! Bemg ( faxhhe) i a Chappel 
richly Wainfcotted, and ate with very 
excellent Sculpture, and with Imagery, I 
beheld. it with fome Attention, having ape 
fome Skill in thefe Things, and faw tha 
Bundles of Flowers de Luces, and of ¥iowers 
in Form of Borders, and of very curious 


~Workmanthip; it was on a fudden put inta 


my Mind, the Original of what thou feett, 


~ would not detain thee at all in feeing it, 


And Ë perceived, that indeed all thefe, and 
thofe Flowers themfelves ( not in Pictures z 
would not have taken me up; andaild 

Ornaments which Architecture and Art ys 
vent, are but Things moft mean and low, 
running in a Manna only pc Flowers, 


- Fruits, Branches, idarpies and Chimera’s, 


Part whereof are in their very Being, byt 
Thingscommon and low, and part of them 
meerly Imaginary; and yet Man ( who’ 
croucheth to eyery Thing ) renders himfeif 
Amorous and a Slave of them; no otherwife’ 
than as if a good Workmon druid ftand'to 


copy out, and counterfeit fome Trifles and: 


Fopperies, 
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Fopperies. I confider’d by this Sight how 
poor Man was to be cheated, amufed and 
diverted from his Soveraign Good. And 
fince that Time, Icould make no more Stand 
to confider any of thefe Things: And if I 
did it, I fhould Reproach my felf for it ; as 
no fooner feeing them in Churches, or elfe- 
where, ‘but this is prefently put upon my 
Spirit, the Original is nothing, the Copy 
and the Image is yet lefs,; each Thing is 
vain, except the Employment of our felves 
about God alone. An abfolute Abnegation 
will be neceffary to all Things, to follow in 
Simplicity, without Referve or Rerection, 
what our Saviour fhall work in us, or ap- 
point for us, let it be this or that. This 
Way was fhewed me, in which I ought to 
walk towards him; and hence it is, that all 
Things to me ordinarily are without any 
Guft and Delight. laffure you it is a great 
Shame to a Chriftian to pafs his Days in 
this World more at eafe than Jefus Chrift 
© here paffed his: Ah! Had we but a little 
¢ Faith, what Repofe could we take out of the 
€ Crofs.’ 

I will conclude his Sayings with his dying 
Bleffing to his furviving Children. 

© I pray God blefs you; and may it pleafe 
€ him to blefs you, and to preferve you by his 
< Grace from the evil of the World, that you 
< may have no Part therein: And above all, 
@ my Children, that you may live in the fear 
~ and love of God, and yield due Obedience to 
* your Mother.— 

Expreffions of that Weight and Moment to 
the immorta] Good of Men, that they abun- 

nantly 
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@antly prove, to all fenfible Readers, that the 
Author was a Man of an enlightened Mind, 
and of a Soul mortified to the World, and 
quickened to fome Tafts of a fupernatural Life: 
Let his Youth, let his Quality, adorn’d with 
fo much Zeal and Piety, fo much Self-denial 
and Conftancy, become exemplary to thofe of 
worldiy Quality, who may he the Readers of 
this Book. Some perhaps will hear that Truth 
from the feveral Authors I have reported, 
whofe Names, Death and Time have recover- 
ed from the Enyy of Men, that would hardly 
endure it from me, 1f at all from the Living. 
Be it as it will, I fha!l abundantly rejoice, if 
God fhal! pleafe to make any Part of this Dif- 
courfe effectual to perfwade any into the Love 
of Holinefs, wrthout which, certain it is, 70 
Man foall fee the Lord: But the pure in Heart 

fhall behold him for ever. 
` To conclude, I cannot pafs this Reflection 
upon what is obferved of the Sayings of dying 
Men, and which to me feems to have great 
Inftruction in it, viz. All Men agree when 
they come to die, it is beft to be Religious; 
to live an holy, humble, ftri¢t and felf-deny- 
ing Life; retired, folitary, temperate and 
difincumbred of the World. Then loving 
Ged above all, and our Neighbours as our 
felves, forgiving our Enemies, and praying 
for them, ` are folid Things, and the effential 
Part of Religion, as the true Ground of Man’s 
Happinefs. Then all Sin is exceeding finful, 
and yields no more Pleafure: But every inor- 
dinate Defire is burthenfome, and feverely re- 
proved. Then the World, with all the law- 
ful Comforts in it, weighs ligat againft that 
~ -_ > aa 
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Senfe and Judgment, which fuch Men have. 
between the Temporal and Eternal. And fice 
jt is thus with dying Men, what Inttruétion 
is in it to the Living, whofe Pretence for tye 
moft Part is a perpetual Contradiction? O! 
that Men would learn to Number their Days, 
that they might apply their [iearts to li ifdom , 
of which the fear of the Lord is the trae and 
only Beginning. And dleffed are they that fear 
always, for their Feet fhalt be preferved frat! 
the Snare of Death. 


CHAP, XXII i 


$1. Of the Way of Living amongh the firft 
Chriftians. §. 2, An Exhortation to all pro- 
felling Chriftianity, to embrace the foregoing 
Reafons and Examples. §. 3. Plain Deal 
ing with Juch as reject them. § 4. Their 
Recompences §. 5. The Author is better per-a 
fwaded and affured of fome: An Exboriation 
to them. §. 6. Encouragement to the Chik 
dren of Light to perfevere, froma Confidera> 
tion of the Exceliency of their Reward, the 
End and Triumph of the Chriftian Conqueror. 
The whole concluded with a brief Supplicationg 
to Almighty God. 


The CONCLUSION, 


§, br AVING finifh’d fo many Tefti+ 

H monies, as my Time would give 
me: leave, in favour of this Subjeét, No 
Cross, No Crown, #0 da pee ; no Hap- 
pinefs ; ne Virtue, #9 Reward; lor tificas 
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‘¥vion , no Glorification: I fhall conclude with a 
fhort Defcription of the Life and Worfhip of 
the Chriftians, within the firft Century, or 
hundred Years after Chrift: What Simplicity, 
what Spirituality, what holy Love and Com- 
munion did in that bleffed Age abound among 
them? It is deliver’d originally by Philo y= 
deus, and cited by Eufebius Pramipiitlas, in hig 
Ecclefiaftical Hiftory ; * * That thofe Chrif- 
€ tians renounced deif Subftance, and fever’d 
themfelves from all the Cares of this Life ; 
and forfaking the Cities, they liv’d folitarily 
in Fields and Gardens. They accounted 
their Company who followed the contrary 
Life of Cares and Buttles, as unprofitable 
and hurtful unto them, to the End that with 
eatneft and fervent Defires, they might imi- 
tate them which led this prephetical and 
heavenly Life. In many Places ( fays he ) 
this People liveth (for it behoveth as wel} 
the Grecians as the Barbarians, to be Para 
takers of this abfolute Goodnefs) but in 
Egypt in every Province they abound; and 
efpecially about Alexandria. F rom all Parts 
the better Sort withdrew themfelves into the 
Soil and Place of thefe Worfhippers (as 
they were called ) as a moft commodious 
Place, adjoining to the Lake of Mary, ina 
Valicy very fit, both for its Security, and 
the Temperance of the Air. They afe furs 
ther reported to have Meeting-Houfes, whera 
the moit Part of the Day was emplo¥ed in 
worfhipping. God: That they were ercat 

Allegorizers 
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Allegorizers of the Scriptures, making-thent 
all Figurative: That the external Shew of 
Words (or the Letter) refembleth the Su- 
perficies of the Body ; and the hidden Senfe 
or Underftanding of the Words feem in Place 
of the Soul; which they contemplate by 
* their beholding Names, as it were in a Glaf :’ 
That is their Religion confifted not chiefly in 
Reading the Letter, cifputing about it, accept- 
ing Things in literal Conftructions, but in the 
Thingsdeclared of, the Subftance itfelf, bring- 
ing Things nearer to the Mind, Soul and Spi- 
rit, and preffing into a more hidden and hea- 
venly Senfe; making Religion toconfift in the 
Temperance and Sanctity of the Mind, and 


a 


not in the formal bodily Worfhip, fo much 


now a Days in Repute, fitter to pleafe Come- 
dians than Chriftians. Such was the Practife 
of thofe Times ; but now the Cafe is alter’d; 
People will be Chriftians, and have their world: 
ly Mindednefs too: But tho’ God’s Kingdom 
fuffer Violence by fuch, yet fhall they never 
enter; the Life of Chrift and his Followers 
hath in all Ages beenanother Thing; andthere 


_ 1s but one Way, one Guide, one Ret; all 


which are pure and holy. . 

§. 2. Butif any (notwithftanding our many 
{ober Reafons, and numerous T eftimonies from 
Scripture, or the Example or Experience of 
religious, worldly and profane Living and Dy- 
ing Men, at Home and Abroad, of the great- 
eft Note, Fame and Learning, in the whole 
World ) fhall yet remain Lovers and Imitators 
of the Folly and the Vanity condemned: If 


- he Cries and Groans, Sighs and Tears, and 


Complaints and mournful Withes of fo many 
reputed 


No Crofs, no Crows, 


" feputed great, nay fober Men + O that l 
bad more Time? O'that I might live a Year 
longer, lwould live a firifter Life! — O that 
1 were a poor Jean Urick! — 1l is Vanity in 
this World: ——— O my poor Soul whither wilt 
thou go? — that I had the Time fpent in vain 
Recreations! A ferious Life is above all, and 
fuch like: Hf, Ifay, this by no means can 
prevail, but if yet they fhali proceed to Folly, 
and follow the vain World, what greater Evi- 
dence can they give of their heady Refolution 
to go on Impiouly, to defpife God, to dif- 
Obey his Precepts, todeny Chrift, to fcorn, 
not to bear his Crofs, to forfake the Examples 
of his Servants, to give the Lye to the dying 
ferious Sayings and Confent of all Ages; to 
harden themfelves againft the Cheeks of Con- 
fcience, to befool and fport away their preci- 
ous Time, and poor immortal Souls to Wo 
and Mifery? In fhort, ’tis plainly to difco- 
ver, yow neither have Reafon to juftify your 
felves, nor yet enough of Modefty to bluth at 
your own Folly; but as thofe that have loft 
the Senfe of one and the ether, go on to eat 
and drink, and rife up to play. In vain there- 
fore is it for you to pretend to fear the God of 
* Heaven, whofe Minds ferve the God of the 
Pleafure of this World: In vain it is to fay, 
you believe in Chrif, whoreceive not his felf- 
denying Doétrine: And to no better Purpofe 
will all you do, avail. If he that had loved 
God and bis Neighbour, and the Commandments 
from bis Youth, was excluded from being a 
Difciple, decaufe be fold not all, and followed 
Jefus; with what Confidence can you call your 
felves Chriftians, who have neither kept the 
. Command- 
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Commandments; nor yet forfaken any Thing 
tobe fo? And if it was a Bar betwixt him 
and the eterna! Life he fought; that ( notwith- 
ftanding all his other Virtues ) love to Money; 
and his external Poffeffions could not be parted 
with; what fhail be your End} who cannot 
deny yöur felves many lefs Things} but are 
daty multipiying your Inventions, to pleafe 
your flefhly Appetites? Certainly much more 
impofftble is it to forfake the greater. Chrift 
tried his Love, m bidding hint forfake Ally 
becaufe he knew ( for all his Brags) “that his 
Mind was rivetted therein; not that if He had 
enjoyed his Poffeffions with Chriftian Indiffer- 
ency, they might not have been continued ¢ 
but what then is their Doom, whofe Hearts are 
fo fixed in the Vanities of the World, thatthey 
will rather make them Chriftian,; than not to 
be Chriftians in the ufe of them? But fuch 
a Chriftian this young Man might have 
been who had more to fay for himfelf, thaw 
the ftricteft Pharifee living dare pretend to 
yet bewent away forrowful from Fefus. Should. 
I afk you, if Nicodemus did well ‘to come by 
Night, and be afhamed of the great Mefiah » 
of the World? And if he: was not igno- 


` rant when Chrift fpake to him of the New 
>” Birth? I know you would anfwer me, He did 


very ill, and was very ignorant. But flay a - 
while, thé Beany is ii your own Eyes; you i 
are ready doubtlefs fo condemn him*and thew 
young Man for ‘net doing what yournot only - 
refufe to' do your felves, but laugh at others for, 
doing. Nay; had fuch Pages not been writy 

and were it not for the Reverence fome pres» 
fond for the Scriptures, they would both bead 
ae ftuprd 
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ftupid as Nicodemus in their Aniwers to fuch 
heavenly Matters, and ready to call it Cantung 
to {peak fo, as it is frequent for you, when 
we ipeak to the fame Eficct, tho’ not the fame 
Words: Juftas the Jews, at what Lime they 
call’d God their Father, they defpifed his Son; 
and whenhefpake of fublime and heavenly My{- 
teries, fome cried, Fe basa Devil, others, He 
is mad= And moft of them, Thee are bard 
Sayings, who can bear thein ? 


§. 37 And tovyou all, that fport your felves Titus 


I. 


after the Manner of the World, let me fay, 
that you are of thofe, who profe/s you know 
God, but in Works deny bim, living in thofe 
Pleafures which flay the Juh in your felves. For 
tho’ you talk of Believing, it Is no more than 
taking it for granted, that there isa God, a 
Chriit, Scriptures, &c. without farther con- 
cerning your felves to prove the Verity there- 
of, to your felves or others, by a itrict and 
holy Converfation: Which flight Way of Be- 
heving is but a light and carelefs Way of rid- 
ding your felves of farther Examination; and 
rather throwing them off with an inconfiderate 
Granting of them to be fo, than giving your 
felvesthe Trouble of making better Inquiry 
( leaving that to your Priefts, oft Times more 
ignorant, and not lefs vain and idle than your 
felves ) which is fo, far from a Gofpel Faith, 
that tis the leaft Refpect you can fhew to God, 
Scriptures, 8c. and next to which kind of Be- 
heving is nothing, under a denial of all. 

_ But if you have hitherto laid afide all Tem- 
peranee, Reafon and Shame, at leaft be intrear- 
edtorefume them now in a Matter of this 
Importance, and whereon no lefs Concernment 
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refts, than your temporal and eternal Happi- 
nefs. Oh! Retire, retire, obferve the Re- 
proofs of Inftruétion in your own Minds: That 
“which begets Sadnefs in the midit of Mirth, 
which cannot folace it felf, nor be contented 
below Immortality ; which calls often to an 
Account at Nights, Mornings, and other 
Scafons; which lets you fee the Vanity, the 
Folly, the End and Mifery of thefe Things ; 
this is the juft Principle and holy Spirit of the 
Almighty within you: Hear him, obey him, 
converfe with them who are led by him; and 
fet the Glories of another World be ey’d, and 
the heavenly Recompence of Reward kept in 
Sight. Admit not the Thoughts of former 
Follies to revive; but be fteady and continually 
exercifed by his Grace, to deny Ungodlinefs and 
worldly Lufts, and to live foberly, righteoufly 
and godly in this prefent World: For this is the 
true and heavenly Nature of Chriftianity, to 
be fo awakened and guided by the Spirit and 
Grace of God, as to leave the Sins and Vanities 
of the World, and to have the Affections re- 
generated, the Mind reformed, and the whole 
Man fo baptized into Purity and Faithfulnefs to- 
wards God and Man, as to aét with Reverence, 
Juftice and Mercy: To care for very few 
‘Things; to be content with what you have; 
ta ufe all as if you ufed them not ; and to be 
fo difintangled from the Lufts, » Pleafures, 
Profits and Honours of the World, as to have 
the Mind raifed to Things above, the Heart 
and Affections fixed there: That in all Things 
you may glorify God, and be as Lights fet on 
an Hill, whofe fhining Examples may be con- 
ducing to the Happinef&§ of others, who be- 
s holding 
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holding fuch good. Works, may be converted, 
and glorify God the Father of Lights, in whom 
you all would be eternally Bicfled. 

§. 4. But if the Impenitence of any 1s fo, 
great, their Purfuit of Folly fo earneft, that, Tit. 2. 
notwithftanding what has been thus ferioufly 11. 12, 
offered to reclaim them, they are refolved to 13» '4 
take their Courfe, and not to be at Leifure for 
more divine Things, I have this farther to 
leave with them from the Almighty, who firft 
called me tothis Work; ‘ That Tribulation, 
“ Anguifh and Sorrow fhall make their dying 
© Beds; Indignation and Wrath fhall wind up 
* their Days; and Trouble and Vexation of 7“. 
* Mind and Spirit fhall be the miferable Fruits 6 ~, 3. 
* which they fhall reap, as the Reward of all 
“their wretched Folly and Rebellion! Be not 
& deceived, God will not be mocked ;:’ It’s fo 
irreverfibly decreed ; Whatfoever is fown bere, 
foall be reaped hereafter. And juft is the Al- 
mighty, to make good his Determinations up- 
on fuch, »who inftead of employing the Time 
giventhem, to work out their Salvation with 
Fear and trembling, have fpent it in the Plea- 
fures of the Flefh, which perifheth, as if their 
Heaven were here. Nor can it feem unreafon- Rey. 5, 
able, finee he hath thus long waited with Re- z0. & 
miffion of Sins, and eternal Life in his Hand, 2'- 27. 
to dittribute to them that Repent: or, iffuch $ ** 
will not, to recompence fo great Obftinacy 53 P 
and Love of this perifhing World, - with ever- 
lafting Tribulation. 

§. 5. But I am otherwife perfwadel of 
many ;, yea, | am affured, the Mercies of tie 
veverlafting God, have been fo extended to 

many, that this will prove an effectual Call to 
o Ge2 bring 
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bring them out of the Ways and Cuftems of - 
this corrupted and corrupting World; anda 
Means for eftablifhing fuch, who hitherto have 
been unfaithful to what they have been already 
convinced of. And you. my Friendsy whofe 
Minds have received the ALARUM, whofe 
Hearts have truly beard the Voice of one crying 
in the IVilderne/s, where vou have been ftraying 
from the Lord, Repent, Repent! Lo you in 
the Name of the great and living God I fpeak, 
I cry, ‘ Come away, come away; ah! what 
© do you do there ? Why are you yet behind? 
t That’s not your Reft: It is polluted with the 
< Sins and Vanities of a perifning World :’ 
Gird up your Loins; Eye your Light ( onein 
all) Chrift Jefus, the fame Yetterday, ‘to 
Day, and for ever; who hath enlightened 
every one ; follow him, he wiil lead you tothe 
City of God, that has Foundations, into which 
the Wicked cannot enter. | 
§. 6, Mind not the Difficulties of your 
March ; great and good Things were never 
enterprized and accomplifhed without Difficul- 
ty, which does but render Enjo peik 
more pi:afant and glorious in the End, Let 
the holy Men and Women of Old be your 
Examples; remember. good old Abrabam, the 
Excellency of whofe Faith is fet out by his 
Obedience to the Voice of God, im forfaking 
bis Fathers Houfe, Kindred, Country, 8c. 
And Mofes, that might in Probability have 
been made a King, by Faith in God, leaves 
Egypt's Glory, and Pharaoh's Favours, and 
chutes rather to fojourn and pilgrimage with 


11. 24, the defpifed, afflicted, tormented Ifraelites in the 
927° Wildernefs, than to enjoy the Pleafures of that 
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great Court for a/Seafon; efteeming Chrift’s Ifa. 54. 


Reproaches greater Riches than Fgypt’s Trea- 
fures. But above all, how great was the Re- 
proach, how many the Sufferings, how bitter 
the Mockings, which Jesus fuffered at the 
Hands of his Enemies? Yet with what Pati- 
ence, Meeknefs, Forgivenefs and Conftancy, 
did he in all his Actions demean himfelf to- 
wards his bloody. Perfecutors, defpifing the 
Shame, enduring the Cr: fs, for the Joy that was 
fet before him? And bath left us this glorioas 
Example, that we foould follow bis Steps, which 
hath in almoft every Age been imitated by 
fome. The Apofties fealed their Teftimonies 
with their Blood, and Multitudes after the 
Example of their Conftancy, efteemed it the 
greateft Honour, as it was always attended 
with the fignaleft Demonttrations of the di- 
vine Prefence. How memorable was that of 
Origen? < If my Father were weeping upon 
his Knees before me, and my Mother hang- 
ing about my Neck behind me, and all my 
Brethren, Sifters and Kinsfolks lamenting 
on every Side, to retain me in the Life and 
Practice of the World, I would fiing my 
Mother to the Ground, run over my Father, 
defpife all my Kindred, and tread them 
under my Feet, that I might run to 
CHRIST? Yet it is not unknown, 
how dutiful and tender he was in thofe Relae 
tions: Not much unlike to this, was that na- 
ble and known Inftance of later Times, in 
Galeacius Caraccialus, Marquefs of Vico, who 
abandoned his Friends, Eftate and Country, 
refolutely faying with Mofes, $ That he would 
§ rather fuller Afflictions with the firft Re- 
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< formers and Proteftants, than enjoy his for- 
€ mer Plenty, Favours and Pleafures with his 
€ old Religion.” Nor is it poffible for any 
now to quit the World, ànd live a ferious ood. 
ly Life in Chrift without the like Suffering and 
Perfecution. There are among us alfo fome, 
who have fuffered the Difpleafure of their moft 
dear and intimate Relations and Friends; and 
all thofe Troubles, Difgraces and Reproaches, 
which are accuftomed to attend fuch, as de- 
cline the Honours, Pleafures, Ambition and 
Preferments of the World, and that chufe to 
live an humble, ferious, and felf-denying Life 
before the Lord: But they are very unequal 
to the Joy and Recompence that follow. For 
tho’ there be no Affliction, that is not grievous 
for the prefent, yet what fays the Man of God? 
< It works a far more exceeding Weight of 
¢ Glory in the End.” This has been both the 
Faith and Experience of thofe that in all Ages 
have trufted in God, who have not fainted by 
the Way ; but enduring have obtained an eter- 
nal Diadem. 

Wherefore, fince we are compaffed about 
with fo great a Cloud of Witnefies, let’s lay 
afide every Weight and Burden, and the Sin 


"and Vanities that do fo eafily befetus; and 
with a conftant, boly Patience, run our Race, 


having our Eye fixed upon JESUS, the 


- Author and Finifher of our Faith, not minding 


whats behind, {o fhall we be delivered from 
evcry Snare. No Temptations fhall gain us, 


_ no Frowns fhall fcare us from CHRIS T’s 


CROSS, and our bleffed Seif-Denial. And 
Honour, Glory, Immortality, and a Crown 
of 


» 
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of eternal Life, fhall Recompence all our Suf- 


- ferings in the End. 


Qy Lord God! Thou loveft Holinefs, and Pu- 
: rity is thy Delight in the Earth; where- 
fore I pray Thee, make an End of Sin, and finih 
Tranferefion, and bring in Thy everlafting 
Righteoufnels to the Souls of Men, that thy poor 
Creation may be delivered from the Bondage it 
Grodus under, and the Earth enjoy ber Sabbath 
again: That Thy great Name may be lifted up 
in all Nations, and thy Salvation renowned to 
the Ends of the World. For thine is the king- 
dom, the Power and Glory for ever. Amen, 
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